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I am in my 3rd year of university and my major is English. Contrary to popular belief, I don't sit under a banyan tree talking about
my feelings with my friends 24/7. While I would absolutely love to do so, liberal arts is a real field of study with real job opportuni-
ties, and it's about time people acknowledged it. One common misconception about liberal arts majors is that there are no jobs for
them, unless they get an MBA or sit for BCS after completing undergrads. But there are jobs that you can do without having to
change yourself for this ruthless capitalist world.

Education

It is actually quite easy to get work as a
school or college teacher after studying
liberal arts, but even if you want to work as
a university teacher, it won't be difficult.
Liberal arts subjects such as literature,
linguistics, social sciences and fine arts
programs have comparatively low credit-
counts and these degrees can be acquired
much faster if planned out right. A faster
graduation means a faster entry into grad
school. Bangladeshi liberal arts graduates
get plenty of opportunities for PhD and
masters research abroad. So if you're inter-
ested in teaching, there are many openings
in private and public universities.
Advertising and marketing

Liberal arts majors' excellent communica-
tion skills are super useful in the field of
advertising. If you opt to be an advertising
manager or an advertising sales agent, any
degree under the humanities wing is gold.
You just need to be able to network, and
understand the psyche of people you're
targeting. Content and technical writing is
very much on-demand at the moment, so
if you've studied creative writing or lan-
oguages, these would be great for you. Fine
arts majors are excellent as packaging and

product designers. Bangladeshi compa-
nies are gradually putting more and more
importance on branding, so now is the
time for creatives to shine in this field.

Publications

Most people seem to think that studying
language and literature is absolutely use-
less. But, there is actually a great career in
publication for graduates of English or any
other language. Companies such as Bengal
Foundation regularly recruit editors and
writers. If you want to work as a journalist
or columnist, there are countless opportu-
nities for you in newspapers and blogs.
Apart from that, there are various
outsourcing companies that are looking for
degree holders of this sort.

Law and Special Forces

Surprising, yet true - the FBI constantly
search for candidates with extensive knowl-
edge on various cultures and languages,
and also actively seek out individuals with
a psychology or humanities degree.
[ndividuals with expertise in linguistics and
modern languages are also sought out as
translators or cryptographers. And a law
degree is possibly the most profitable lib-
eral arts degree there is, as this is a high-
paying sector where there is almost never a

scarcity for vacancies.

Social and development sector
Various NGOs and non-profit organiza-
tions are not only run, but are very often
founded by liberal arts degree holders.
Due to their deep understanding of
human psychology and social infrastruc-
tures, lib arts majors are the best at
social work. Local NGOs such as BRAC
and ASA regularly hire fresh graduates.
Another great opportunity for students
of development studies, women and
gender studies, or any related field is UN
jobs. The UN has operations worldwide,
so you will have prospects of an interna-
tional career.

Travel industry

This is the sector of pilots and air-hostesses,
flight Attendants and travel agents. With
only 2-3 years of training, any of these
professions are great for lib arts majors
with good people skills. These are some of
the most lucrative jobs in the industry at
the moment!

Entertainment

If you've always been interested in film-
making, performance arts, or video editing,
you should definitely consider it as a
career, despite whatever bad impression
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your family may have of the entertainment
industry. Here's a quote I read recently
from one of our own film-makers, Bijon
Imtiaz from Goopy Bagha Productions,
just to add a pinch of inspiration to give
this sector a shot, "I went to America to
pursue engineering but dropped out and
took admission at UCLA in filmmaking. As
a kid, I used to suffer with rheumatic fever.
Whenever [ fell sick and had to stay in bed,
my favourite pastime was to watch films. It
was since then that a love for films seeped
inside me. Here [ am, sitting in NFDC Film
Bazaar with my journey and creative
blocks. My debut feature film is Kingdom
of Clay Subjects, produced by ArifLaskar. It
premiered at the 42nd Seattle
International Film Festival and won the
best Film Award at the 7th Chicago South
Asian Film Festival.”

No matter what you've been told, you
can have a great career with a liberal arts
degree. Just keep your eyes and ears open
for job openings and other freelance work
opportunities.

SUSMITA NEWAZ

Susmita studies at NSU and lives on tea and
sweet toadst,
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Is multitasking even a thing?

Bangladesh is rapidly moving towards middle income
status by 2021. Our businesses definitely offer
immense opportunities for the growing economy and
this diversity needs a stage for the stories untold. See
Bangladesh make its mark on the global map as
Making a Difference brings you our proudest success
stories from across the country.

Few decades ago, Anjan Dutta told
his Bela Bose via public telephone
about getting a job after much
struggle. It's been a while since
then, but still getting a job is a big
deal. To ease the struggles of young
students looking for jobs, NSUI
organised a career fair on
November 27. 60 local and global
companies were present there to
provide students with information
on positions in their company.
Many companies collected CVs on
spot. This is the 9th career fair held
at NSU. Providing job opportuni-
ties and information to students
newly entering the job market is the
main goal of this event.

The chairperson of this event was

the Pro-Vice Chancellor of North
South University, Gias Uddin
Ahsan and the Chief Guest was
Saiful Islam Mohiuddin, the
Chairman of FBCCI who had
enlightened the opening ceremony
of the fair. At that time, Member of
the Board of Trustee of NSU,
Benajir Ahmed, Treasurer Gouro
Gabinda Goshwami and Director
of NSU Career Placement Center,
FarhanaZahir, CFA was present. In
today's competitive market, most
of the top universities provide
practical lessons to the students,
and career fairs prove to be
extremely useful to them. One
interesting part of the fair was that,
there was a networking session

NSU arranges Career Fair 2017

featuring the top employees of the
companies. Job applicants received
information about their future
career from that session.

Most students who had submitted
their CVs to different companies
were delighted to have gotten the
opportunity right there in NSLU,
without having to go through rigor-
ous online and physical application
processes.

It is to be mentioned that Standard
Chartered Bank, Eastern Bank Ltd.,
ACI, Grameen Phone, Brac, Bitopi,
bKash, Basundhara Group, Food
Panda, Green Delta, Banglalink,
BSRM, Daily Star, APEX and many
other local and global companies
were present in this fair.

If you've never had 67 things to do within
the span of three days while constantly
feeling like you'll crack under pressure,
then you have either lived a very comfort-
ably lazy life, or you really know how to
manage your time. Whenever I am faced
with such tremendous pressure, | resort to
multitasking. But maybe that isn't such a
good idea.

Many psychologists and neuroscientists
say that multitasking is just a fancy name
for task switching; it's a word humans came
up with to make themselves feel better
about constantly switching from one task to
another, all the while not paying enough
attention any of the work at hand. Earl
Miller, a neuroscience professor at MIT,
says “The brain is very good at deluding
itself. In reality, it simply cannot focus
on more than one thing at a time.” If
you have a habit of constantly switching
between tasks, you'll feel like you're
working all the time, yet not getting
any real work done.

When you're writing an e-mail in
one tab and studying a textbook
pdf in another, that is task switch-
ing. But if you were reading an
email while your textbook down-
loads, that would be multitasking,
because you're getting something

done in the time when you'd passively
wait for the book to download. Know the
difference.

So the next time you're faced with too
much work, try to do one thing at a time.
Otherwise you will end up with a bunch of
half-done tasks of subpar quality, and nobody
wants that.

AANILA KISHWAR TARANNUM

Writer is the sub-editor of Next Step.
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