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No recognition yet for Pabna
killing field where 28 people

were shot dead during 1971 war

Nani Gopal witnessed the massacre of 28 in
Pabna's Laxmipur on August 20, 1971.

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna

It was the morning of August 20, 1971, when 25 to 30
Pakistan army men accompanied by their local collabora-
tors entered the predominantly Hindu Laxmipur village of

Pabna’s Atghoria.

They rounded up 28 people of the village, 26 of them
Hindu, and took them to the premises of Kalibari temple.
The 28 were mowed down in broad daylight and buried

in a mass grave there.

[t was the Pakistan army's revenge on them for siding with
the freedom fighters and supporting Bangladesh's war effort.
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already bad traffic condition.

A large hole dug by the Chittagong Water Supply and Sewerage Authority on a busy city street in Aturara Depot
area causes a brick loaded truck to tip over. The truck remained stuck there for over four hours, worsening the

VIOLENCE AT RAJSHAHI IHT

BCL expels
4 leaders

Unit's committee dissolved after
assault on female students

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Bangladesh Chhatra League's central com-
mittee expelled four leaders of the
Institute of Health Technology (IHT) in
Rajshahi for their involvement in assault-
ing five female students on Wednesday.

They expelled are: BCL president of the
institute's unit Jahidul Islam, vice-
presidents Faisal Ahmed, Mizanur
Rahman, and general secretary Anwar
Hossain, said Rockey Kumar Ghosh, presi-
dent of Rajshahi city unit BCL, pro-Awami
League student body.
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'No army needed
in Rangpur polls

CEC says law enforcers capable of
ensuring free, fair elections

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Chief Election Commissioner KM Nurul Huda vester-
day said army deployment would not be necessary
during the upcoming Rangpur City Corporation (RCC)
polls.

Law enforcement agencies are capable of ensuring a free,
fair and credible election, he told reporters after a meeting
with officials entrusted with the task of holding the elec-
tion on December 21, at the divisional commissioner's office in Rangpur.

Earlier in the day, during the CEC's meeting with the mayor candidates,
BNP mayor hopeful Kawsar Zaman Babla expressed fear of vote rigging and
asked for army deployment during the polls.
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GLITCH IN PM's FLIGHT
Police clear

all 11 Biman
staffers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Stay alert to

those in govt
who back graft

Gowher Rizvi to media
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister's
International Affairs Adviser
Gowher Rizvi yesterday
called upon the media to
stay alert against those in the
government who patronise
corruption.

He also urged journalists
not to blame the govern-
ment for corruption of any
government employee.

“If we blame the govern-
ment for corruption of any
government employee, the
corrupt employee will get

SEE PAGE 17 COL 5

Laxmipur ADC,
ex-civil surgeon
'settle dispute'

Embrace each other
OuURr EDRRESPDHDEHT_.

Noakhali
- Additional Deputy
Commissioner Sheikh
PHOTO: Murshidul Islam of
COLLECTED Laxmipur and former acting

civil surgeon Salahuddin
Sharif of the district "settled

Police yesterday submitted
the final report in a case
filed over the technical
glitch in Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's flight on
November 27 last year.

This clears all 11 Biman
Bangladesh Airlines staffers
of any wrongdoing.

Counter-Terrorism and
Transnational Crime
(CTTC) Assistant
Commissioner Mahbubul
Alam, also the investigation
officer of the case,
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This tagged Spoon-billed
Sandpiper last year
travelled 7,640km from
Meinypilgyno, Russia, to
Sonadia Island in Cox's
Bazar to spend the winter.
The critically endangered
bird returned this year.
Conservationists had
artificially incubated a wild
egg and hand raised it to

fledgling age.
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MCQ BLUNDER

RU to punish
two teachers

RU CORRESPONDENT

Rajshahi University on Wednesday decided
to take punitive action against two teach-
ers of the fine arts faculty for their involve-
ment in making and selecting controver-
sial multiple-choice questions for its
admission test.

The university decided to bar Prof
Mustafizur Rahman, dean of the fine arts
faculty and also convener of the question-
making committee, and Zillur Rahman, an
assistant professor of printmaking and
oriental art department and a member of
the committee, from taking part in any
examination process of the university for
10 years.
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Nepal's restive south votes

Millions cast their ballots in the final round of parliamentary

elections closely watched by India and China

AGENCIES

Nepalis began voting in the final round of parlia-
mentary elections yesterday, a key step to complete a
near decade-long democratic transition after the
abolition of the centuries-old monarchy and the
end of a civil war against Maoist guerrillas.

The landmark election is being closely watched
by neighbouring India and China, each hoping fora
win for their domestic allies in the small Himalayan
nation.

Thousands of police and soldiers were deployed
in the capital Kathmandu and the volatile southern
lowlands for the vote after pre-election violence that
left one dead and dozens injured.

The first phase of the election was held on Nov
26, with final results not expected for about another

Nain Raj Dahal said.

in both rounds.

10 days because of the cumbersome vote-counting
procedure, officials said.

"Hundreds of activists, including from a splinter
group of Maoists opposed to the election, have been
detained for creating trouble,” army spokesman

More than 15 million people were eligible to
vote for the 275-member parliament - 165 through
first-past-the-post and 110 on a proportional basis

The newly-elected assemblies will be tasked with
naming their provinces, choosing capitals and
negotiating budgets with Kathmandu -- all sensitive
issues that could rekindle tensions in the ethnically-
diverse south, reported AFP.

"The country will achieve political stability after

SEE PAGE 17 COL 4

the dispute” between them
at a meeting organised by
the district administration
yesterday.

Murshidul and
Salahuddin hugged each
other after the meeting held
atthe local circuit house.

Four days ago, the former
acting civil surgeon was sent

SEE PAGE 17 COL 2

'Go home' drone seeks
to stop overtime binge

AFP, Tolyo

A drone that hovers over Japanese employees and
blares music to force them to go home was
unveiled yesterday, as the country tries to reduce
its notoriously long work hours.

The "T-Frend" buzzes over those trying to work
late, blasting out the strains of "Auld Lang Syne”,

SEE PAGE 17 COL 5
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PRAYER TIMING DECEMBER 8
Fazr Juma Asr Maghrib Esha

AZAN 5-1512-303-45 5-19 7-00

JAMAAT 5-50 1-15 4-00 5-22 7-30
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