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An overloaded goods truck led to the collapse of Bailey bridge in Sirajdikhan upazila of Munshinganj. No one was hurt

in the incident.
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Trump endorses
accused child
molester Moore
for Senate post

AFP, Washington

LIS President Donald Trump on
Monday officially endorsed the can-
didacy of embattled Republican
Senate hopeful Roy Moore, who has
been accused of sexual assault by
multiple women when they were
teenagers, including one who was 14
at the time.

Trump had previously character-
ized the allegations against Moore as
"very troubling” before changing tack
and warning voters in the 70-year-old
Christian conservative's home state of
Alabama that a victory for his
Democratic rival Doug Jones "would
be a disaster!"

On Monday, the White House said
Trump had called Moore to offer his
formal backing ahead of the
December 12 special election in
Alabama, a right-leaning southern
state.

"The president had a positive call
with Judge Roy Moore during which
they discussed the state of the
Alabama Senate race and the presi-
dent endorsed Judge Moore's cam-
paign," said White House principal
deputy press secretary Raj Shah.

Moore's campaign team said he
was honored to have received the
president's endorsement, in a call
placed from on board Air Force One.

"President Trump knows that the
future of his conservative agenda in
Congress hinges on this election,”
Moore was quoted as saying.

"I look forward to fighting along-
side the president to strengthen our
military, secure our border, protect
our gun rights, defend the sanctity of
life, and confirm conservative judges
to courts around this nation.”

Russia banned
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Olympic Games.

The 10C told a news conference
that the Schmid report confirmed
"the systematic manipulation of the
anti-doping rules and system in
Russia.”

Samuel Schmid, author of the
report, told journalists: "The results
are not based only on (whistleblow-
er) Grigoory Rodchenkov's testimony.
There is scientific evidence, witness
statements documents and corre-
spondence.

"The facts are that in Russia there
was systemic manipulation of doping
and the anti-doping system ... that
also took place at Sochi 2014 (Winter
Olympics).”

The 1OC's decision comes 18
months after it had refused an out-
right ban of Russian athletes at the
2016 Rio de Janeiro Olympics and
told international sports federations
to decide individually on the partici-
pation of Russians in Brazil.

While all the track and field ath-
letes bar one and the entire
weightlifting team were banned from
Rio, around 70 percent of Russia's
original 387-strong squad ended up
taking part at those Games.

Tuesday's decision, however, looks
to have taken into account growing
vocal protests from other countries,
major national anti-doping agencies
and individual athletes who felt they
had been robbed by their Russian
opponents for years and had
demanded a full suspension of
Russia.

Human rights defenders
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district, we are monitored for our roles
in condemning the crime,” he said,
adding, "It is an unpleasant truth for
rights' defenders,” he said, while
demanding safety for the field-level
rights defenders.

Rashed Ripon from Rajshahi,
another rights defender, claimed that
harassment by police was on the rise.

Around 30 human rights defenders
from across the country joined the
discussion titled "Civil Society
Dialogue with National Human Rights
Commission Bangladesh” Rights
body Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK) organ-
ised the event at CIRDAP auditorium.

ASK placed a position paper at the
discussion highlighting the limita-
tions of NHRC in investigating allega-
tions against law enforcement agency
members, the role of the commission
in protecting the rights of minorities,
its initiatives to stop extrajudicial
killing and enforced disappearance
and also to demand a law for the pro-
tection of rights defenders.

While sharing their views, the rights
defenders criticised the NHRC for not
playing an effective role in protecting
human rights.

Referring to the issues of enforced
disappearances, killings in crossfire
and other violations of rights allegedly
by law enforcement agencies, the
defenders urged the commission to
play a stronger role in investigation of
such cases to identify the perpetrators.

They also asked the commission to
run more independent investigations
into the cases.

Referring to section 18 of the
National Human Rights Commission
Act 2009, the ASK said although there
is no obligation for the commission to
investigate allegations against law
enforcement agencies, the section is
often misinterpreted to mean that the
comimnission cannot investigate such
cases.

ASK also brought up the misuse of
section 57 in ICT act which made the
government take a decision on repeal-
ing the act. They added that they want
NHRC to play a significant role so that

anything like section 57 cannot be
introduced in the proposed Digital
Security Act.

ASK further demanded that the
government allow NHRC to directly
investigate the cases where the law
enforcement agencies are involved.

Rights defenders said they want
NHRC to work at grassroots by
expanding its activities.

A participant from Naogaon,
Zakaria Al Mamun, said there is a gap
between the expectation and returns
from the NHRC. "The activities of the
NHRC should be visible on a field
level."

The NHRC Chairman Kazi Reazul
Hoque said that they proposed to open
an office at divisional levels. However,
appointment for the new positions
was tough.,

He stressed that while there were no
financial obstacles of the commission
to recruit people, the real problem lay
with the bureaucratic system of the
country. “We proposed an organogram
of 139 officials to open offices at divi-
sional levels,” he added.

The NHRC chairman said police do
not give them investigation reports in
cases where law enforcers are allegedly
involved.

“Whenever we ask for any probe
report, police say 'it's under investiga-
tion'. Six months to one year go by, but
the report never comes,” he said.

On enforced disappearances,
Reazul said they write demi official
letters to home minister and inspector
general of police for every such inci-
dent, requesting them to find the
victims and punish the perpetrators.
Some of the missing people have
already returned, he added.

"We do not know who is missing or
who had fallen victim to enforced
disappearances. But it is the responsi-
bility of the state to find them,” he
said.

NHRC has independently investi-
gated a few sensational cases but can-
not investigate them all, he said, add-
ing that they take cases, which have
merit, and help the victims until a
charge is framed.

The body requested NHRC to form
an independent commission on extra-
judicial killings and enforced disap-
pearances and organise public hear-
ings on the issues.

ASK Executive Director Sheepa
Hafiza presided over the programme.

Committee
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committee to further scrutinise the
draft law.

A public administration ministry
official said Sohorab Hossain, secre-
tary of the secondary and higher sec-
ondary education division, would lead
the committee.

According to the draft law, the presi-
dent will be able to make 10 percent of
the appointments to four superior posts
of public administration from outside
the civil service considering their “special
merit, skill, eligibility and essentiality” if
the proposed law is approved.

A provision has been incorporated
in the draft as a "special jurisdiction of
the president” under which people can
be appointed to the four posts from
outside “public servants eligible for
regular appointments”.

The Awami League, government
soon after assuming office in 2009,
took an initiative to frame a compre-
hensive law for government officials.

The draft law was first placed before
the cabinet in 2015. The cabinet
approved it in principle but sent it back
to the ministry with some observations.

In November last year, the draft was
again placed in the cabinet which sent
it to the secretary-level committee on
administrative reforms with some
directives for holding discussion on
the draft law.

An inter-ministerial meeting was
held in December last year on the
proposed law. The stakeholders there
discussed different provisions of the
draft and gave their opinions.

The public administration ministry
incorporated the opinions and sent it
to the secretary-level committee on
administrative reforms for approval.

Syria peace talks resume
without govt delegation

AFP, Geneva

UN-backed peace talks for war-ravaged
Syria were set to resume in Geneva
yesterday, but without Syrian govern-
ment negotiators, who sources said
have yet to determine if they will return.

"The delegation will not leave today
or tomorrow for Geneva, and the final
decision (on attending) has not been
taken yet," a source close to the govern-

ment delegation told AFP on Tuesday.

An eighth round of peace talks
aimed at ending Syria's nearly seven-
year war began in Geneva last week.

LIN Syria envoy Staffan de Mistura
announced shortly after the talks began
that they would be extended by two weeks.

Negotiations were paused over the
weekend, but both sides were expected
to return to Geneva to resume discus-
sions on Tuesday.

Now ex-ambassador
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mobile unreachable. She then called
Rifat and informed him that she could
not reach her father over the phone.
Rifat then rushed to the airport and
brought her home.

As he did not return home till yester-
day noon, Samiha lodged a general
diary with Dhanmondi police.

Later in the evening, police found
Maroof's car (Dhaka Metro Ga-21-
1399) left abandoned in Khilkhet area,
close to the airport.

Quoting police, Rifat said his
brother was last tracked in Dakkhin
Khan area, also near the airport,

"We could not trace him yet,” Abdul
Latif, officer-in-charge of Dhanmondi
Police Station, told The Daily Star
around 9:30pm yesterday:.

The incident comes on the heels of
some high-profile disappearances,
including that of NSU teacher
Mubashar Hasan, in the last few
months.

Rifat said his brother retired as an
additional secretary at the foreign
ministry in September 2009. He also
served as the deputy high commis-
sioner in the UK.

He also said his brother was a little dis-
turbed mentally after the recent death of his
wife.

“First I thought he bumped into a

car and was taken to a police station
from where he would return later,” said
Rifat, an electrical engineer now
involved in business.

“As he did not return till morning
yesterday, we were worried and finally
we filed a GD,” he said. "Now [ see it
might be something like what we see in
newspapers that people are picked up,”
he added.

Asked whether Maroof has any
political affiliation, Rifat said he was
certainly not a pro-Awami League man.
He was rather anti-Awami League, but
he was not a threat to anybody. He was
never active in politics.

Earlier on November 26, a Dhaka
University unit leader of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal Mujahidur Rahman disap-
peared after leaving his Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar home in the capital.

He is a master's student of Political
Science and senior joint secretary of
Salimullah Muslim Hall unit of the
pro-BNP student body.

His wife Kamrunnahar Lucky filed a
GD with Sher-e-Bangla police on
November 29,

With Maroof and Mujahidur, 14
people including the NSU teacher, a
journalist and a number of business-
men, went missing, in recent months.
Four of them returned while there is no
trace of others.

Record rise in inequality
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development so that policymakers can
address the issues of vulnerable indi-
viduals and communities to achieve
the global development targets -- the
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) of the UN -- by 2030.

Apart from income and asset
inequalities, the research found 97
percent of the population suffer from
one or the other form of vulnerabili-
ties.

Researchers measured the vulnera-
bility of people by developing a “Vul-
nerability Index” based on 10 criteria --
income, gender, geographic location,
life cycle, disability, education and
skills, health, occupation, religion and
ethnicity, as well as shock-induced
vulnerability.

Debapriya said there was an under-
belly of the decent growth performance
of Bangladesh. "The observed eco-
nomic growth has been regrettably
coupled with growing number of disad-
vantaged and marginalised people.”

The vulnerabilities of these people
emanate from economic status, life
cycle, location, gender, physical chal-
lenges and social stigma, he said.

The report reveals that gender gap
persists though it has been decreasing
1N certain cases.

Individuals with no or little educa-
tion find less opportunity for decent
work while unemployment is higher
among relatively higher-educated
individuals.

“The rural population continues to
be left behind,” said the report, adding
that Barisal is the worst-performing
division

The study found that regions such
as the Chittagong Hill Tracts are prone
to vulnerability. The average wealth of
households in the CHT is much lower
compared to the rural, urban and
national averages.

“Wealth ownership and literacy rate
is abysmal in the Chittagong Hill
Tracts area,” it said, adding that reli-
gious and ethnic minorities are also
lagging behind.

“While vulnerability is most often
associated with poverty, it can also
arise in situations where people are
isolated, insecure and defenceless and
that vulnerable groups differ in their
exposure to risks based on factors such
as their age, gender or social group,”
said the report.

For example, a wide infrastructure
gap appears to be especially acute for
Adivasi, and the Char and Haor com-
munities owing to their remote geo-
graphical locations.

The study found that women and
children are most frequently addressed
by policies but sanitation, infrastruc-
ture, sustainability and sustainable use
of water are not.

The report suggested enactment and
enforcement of anti-discrimination
laws and called for a large-scale social
movement so that no one is left
behind.

HC summons Laxmipur ADC
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Nuruzzaman sent Salahuddin Sharif, a former acting

civil surgeon of Laxmipur, to three months in jail after a

brawl between Salahuddin and Murshidul on Monday.
A Laxmipur court granted bail to Salahuddin.
Meanwhile, ADC Murshidul was made an officer on

special duty yesterday, adds UNB.

In a circular, the public administration ministry
said he has been attached to the ministry.

Yesterday, the HC also issued a rule asking the
authorities concerned to explain why the action of the
executive magistrate "abusing the process of the
mobile court for personal grudge as evident from the
news of The Daily Star" should not be declared illegal.

Secretaries to the ministries of law, public adminis-
tration, the deputy commissioner of Laxmipur, ADC
Murshidul and Executive Magistrate Nuruzzaman, the
Laxmipur Sadar upazila nirbahi officer and the civil
surgeon of the district have been made respondents.

The bench of Justice Quazi Reza-Ul Hoque and
Justice Mohammad Ullah came up with the order and

In a meeting at the civil surgeon's office on Monday
night, doctors of Laxmipur Sadar Hospital threatened
to go for a movement, including work abstention, if
Salahuddin was not released by yesterday noon.

Witnesses and officials said ADC Murshidul and
Salahuddin engaged in an argument at Kakoli
Kindergarten School in the town, where they went to
pick up their son and grandson yesterday morning.

The argument started over why one of them did not
let the other pass through the narrow entrance of the
school first. At one stage, they were locked in a scuffle.

A mobile court conducted by Executive Magistrate
Nuruzzaman at deputy commissioner's office later

sent Salahuddin to jail.

rule following a writ petition filed by Supreme Court

lawyer Hassan MS Azim seeking necessary order based
on a report published in this newspaper yesterday.

The court also asked Salahuddin to be present
before it during the proceedings on December 13.

Hassan told this correspondent that the HC said

similarincidents had happened before.

The executive magistrates had a high-handed atti-
tude in the past and therefore, an example should be
set so that the rule of law can be upheld, he said.

The executive magistrates should be made account-
able to the law and answerable to this court (HC) to

uphold the rule of law, he added.

ABM Altaf Hossain appeared for the petitioner.

SALAHUDDIN GETS BAIL

Our Noakhali correspondent reports: Additional
District Magistrate Meer Shawkat Hossain yesterday

granted bail to physician Salahuddin.

AFP, Brussels

In another development,
Welfare Minister Mohammed Nasim yesterday termed
the incident of sending Salahuddin to jail unfortunate.

Nasim was speaking as the chief guest at the conclud-
ing programme of burn and plastic surgery camp at
Sheikh Fazilatunnesa Mujib Memorial KP] Specialised
Hospital and Nursing College in Gazipur, reports BSS.

Tillerson vows 'quick
wins' for US
diplomacy

Health and Family

future into question,

Tillerson arrived in Brussels for talks with EU and
NATO leaders trailed by reports that President
Donald Trump is frustrated with his performance

and plans to sack him.

US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson attempted to
strike an upbeat tone Tuesday as he embarked on his
first foreign trip since the White House called his
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