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To save children
from drowning

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Nearly 10 thousand children, aged between six to eleven
years, of three upazilas in Patuakhali and Barguna were
taught how to swim to save themselves from drowning,.

Centre for Injury Prevention and Research, Bangladesh (CIPRB),
anon-governmental organisation, took the noble initiative.

The NGO yesterday arranged a swimming competition
on Barguna's Taltali upazila premises where 36 children,
who received training from the organisation, took part in

four separate events.

The competition was followed by a discussion at the
Upazila Parishad Chairman
Moniruzzaman Mintu was present as the chief guest.

Directors of Royal National Lifeboats Institute (RNLI), a
LIK-based organisation, Vice Admiral Paul Boissier and
James Vaughan, and Steve Wills, head of the programme,
and associate directors of CIPRB Kamran-ul-Baset and
Jahangir Hossain were present as special guests.

According to CIPRB, under a project titled 'Vasa', that started
in April this year and will continue till December 2019, they will
teach thousands of children across the country how to swim.

Mohammad Amirul Islam, coordinator of CIPRB, said around
10,000 children of Taltali and Betagi upazilas under Barguna and
Kalaparaupazila in Patuakhali learnthow to swim this year.
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Besides, under the project, around 5 lakh children of 21

districts were taught how to swim this year and around 750
people were given training on how to treat drowning victims.
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Children, who received training from Centre for Injury Prevention and Research, Bangladesh, take partin
a swimming competition at Barguna's Taltali upazila parishad pond yesterday.

Gold worth
Tk 1cr seized
at Benapole

OUuR CORRESPONDENT,

Benapole
Customs Intelligence
arrested three Indian

nationals with 17 gold bars
worth around Tk 1 crore at
Benapole international
check post yesterday.

The arrestees are
Dhiman Sarkar, 38, son of
Dhiren Nath Sarkar, Nitesh
Singh, 25, son of Dhirendra
Singh, and Moheshlal, son
of Birju Lal of North 24
Pargana district in
Pashchimbanga.

Benapole Customs
Intelligence Deputy
Commissioner Abdus Sadek
said, acting on a tip-off,
members of customs intelli-
gence conducted a drive in
customs check post area and
arrested them. The bars were
in their stomachs.

The gold was deposited
to the Benapole customs
godown.
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ASSAULTING TEACHERS

4 NSTU students
suspended

A CORRESPONDENT, NSTU

The authorities of Noakhali Science and
Technology University (NSTU) have sus-
pended four students on charge of assaulting
teachers and security personnel on Sunday.

The students are Mohaiminul Islam
Nuhash of pharmacy department, Khairul
Bashar Biplob and Abdur Rakib of agricul-
ture department and Nazrul Islam Naim of
economics department.

They have also been asked to show cause
within the next seven days as to why they will
not be expelled permanently, said Iftekhar
Raju, public relations officer of the university.

On Sunday, the four students illegally
entered an examination hall and assaulted
several teachers and Ansar members when they
were asked to leave the venue during the ongo-

College girl killed for dowry

Dowry-greedy husband arrested in Jhalakathi

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhalakathi

A college student was killed alleg-
edly by her dowry-greedy hus-
band at Katpatti of Jhalakathi
town on Sunday night.

The deceased, Suraiya Yasmin,
21, a degree student of
Government Jhalakathi College,
was wife of Mainul Islam Akon
Himu of Katpatti area in
Jhalakathi Sadar.

Police arrested Himu and he has
confessed to killing his wife, said
Md Tajul Islam, officer in charge of
Jhalakathi Sadar Police Station.

Himu and Suraivya fell in love
and Himu married her two
years ago without the consent

of Himu's parents, said locals.

On Sunday afternoon, the
couple had a quarrel at Himu's
house.

At one point Himu stran-
gled Suraiya and kept her in a
locked room at the house. In
the evening Himu phoned
Suraiya's uncle Tarikul Islam
and said that Suraiya commit-
ted suicide by taking poison.
The uncle rushed to the
house.

Then Suraiya was taken to
Jhalakathi Sadar Hospital where
she was declared dead.

Himu, who had also taken
some poison, was referred to
Sher-E-Bangla Medical College

Hospital from where he was
released yesterday morning,.

“I killed my wife by strangling
and later poured some poison on
her mouth to pass it off as suicide.
[ also took some poison to make
everyone believe it," Himu told
police.

Suraiya's father Alam Farazi
said, "Himu and his family
demanded Tk 3 lakh to Suraiya
and they continued pressing
her for the money. My daughter
was killed in a planned way.”

A murder case was filed with
the police station accusing five
people and the body was handed
over to family members after
autopsy, said police.

ing admission process, said university sources.

Two arrested
with hemp

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dhinajpur

Police arrested two alleged
drug peddlers with 110 kg
of hemp from Badalgachhi
upazila of Naogaon on
Sunday.

The arrestees are Abdul
Barek, 25, of Chouddagram
upazila in Comilla, and
Selim Hossain, 40, of
Shahrasti upazila in
Chandpur.

The law enforcers also
seized a Pajero jeep, used
for carrying the hemp.

A police team, acting on a
tip-off, intercepted a jeep at
Balorampur village and
recovered 110 kg of hemp
from the vehicle, police said.

'Resume gas supply
to fertilizer factory'

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Brahmanbaria

Workers and employees of Ashuganj Fertilizer Company
Ltd in the district yesterday held a human chain to press for
their two-point demand including resumption of gas sup-
ply to the factory and implementation of wage commission
for the fertiliser factory workers.

Babul Mia, president of CBA at Ashuganj Fertilizer
Factory, presided over the human chain programme that
was held following an hour-long demonstration in front of
the factory's main gate.

Farid Uddin, general secretary of fertilizer factory CBA,
vice presidents Saifuddin Farooqi and Haji Taimur Rahman
were present.

Speakers said Bakhrabad Gas Distribution Company
Limited stopped gas supply to Ashuganj fertilizer factory on
April 3 last year and since then fertilizer production has
remained stopped there.

The CBA leaders threatened to block the highways and
railways if gas supply is not resumed as early as possible.

Students scared to go to class

Risky bamboo bridge stands between them and school

EAM ASADUZZAMAN with ANDREW
EAGLE

Many parents in Ranachandi and
Garagram unions in Nilphamari's
Kishoreganj upazila are nervous to
send their children to school. Twice a
day, there and back, the children have
to cross a rickety, bamboo bridge over
the Bullai river. With around three and
a half thousand students of four educa-
tional institutions relying on the
bridge, a serious accident is only a
matter of time.

"I always feel afraid when I cross the
bridge as it shakes terribly, " says Saikat,
a Class V student of Purbo Garagram
Government Primary School.

"My mother holds my hand to help me
negotiate the bridge,” says class-four stu-
dent of Pashchim Daliram Government
Primary School, Sharmin Akhtar,

"Many guardians are anxious to
send their children to class because
they must cross the vulnerable bridge
on the way,” says Abdul Wahab whose
child is a Ranachandi college student.

Indeed parents do well to worry.
Accidents have already occurred.

A number of students from my
school were injured in the last couple
of months after falling into the river
from the risky bridge,” says Pashchim
Daliram primary's headmistress. “But
the authorities are seemingly indiffer-
ent to our request to build a safe con-
crete bridge in its place.”

Class X student Arzina Begum from
Ranachandi High School has firsthand
experience of just how dangerous the
bridge can be. “Last month while
crossing the bridge on the way to
school 1 fell into the river,” she says.

"Somehow [ was rescued by locals.”

Locals report that they built the
bamboo bridge five years ago of their
own volition as a temporary measure.
Itis now weathered, old and risky.

Part of the reason for inaction on
the part of the administration might
stem from a lack of cooperation across
jurisdictional boundaries.

“Half of the Bullai river is situated in
my union,” says the chairman of
Ranachandi union parishad, Moklesar
Rahman Biman. “The rest of the river is
in Garagram union. We have both
urged the upazila parishad chairman
to have a concrete bridge constructed.”

Upazila Engineer SM Keramat Ali
Nannu says his office has recently
surveyed the site and provided the data
to higher authorities so that further
action can be taken.

School kids cross the vulnerable bamboo bridge over the Bullai river in Nilphamari's Kishoreganj upazila amid risk
of accident. The photo was taken recently.
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Journalists in Pabna form a human chain yesterday on Abdul Hamid
Road in the town protesting attack on their colleagues.
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Attacks on journalists protested

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Journalists in Pabna and Thakurgaon
vesterday staged demonstrations
protesting attack on their colleagues.
[n Pabna, the journalists at a
human chain demanded arrest of the
main accused and his cohorts for
attacking three journalists and a
cameraperson on November 29,
Police arrested eight people in con-
nection with the attack, but the key
accused Shirhan Sharif Tomal,
[shwardi upazila unit Jubo League
president, could not be arrested even five
days after the incident, our Pabna corre-
spondent reports. Tomal is son of Land

Minister Shamsur Rahman Sharif.

Earlier, Tomal and 25 to 30 accom-
plices allegedly attacked journalists
when they went to Ishwardi to cover
preparations for the prime minister's
visit to inaugurate the main construc-
tion work of Rooppur Nuclear Power
Plant on November 30,

Meanwhile, local journalists
formed a human chain in Panchagarh
town protesting attack on their col-
leagues in Debiganj municipality on
November27.

Panchagarh Press Club organised
the protest programme at Sher-e-
Bangla Park, our Thakurgaon corre-
spondent reports.

The journalists also submitted a
memorandum to Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina through Deputy
Commissioner of Panchagarh Amal
Krishna Mandal.

The human chain was followed by
a discussion at the same venue.

The speakers said some local
journalists were at Debiganj munici-
pality office on November 27 when
the men of Upazila Parishad
Chairman Hasnat Zaman
Chowdhury, also upazila unit gen-
eral secretary of Awami League,
assaulted and confined them.

The journalists demanded arrest
and punishment of the attackers.

SP Park opens
in Tangail

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Tangail

SP Park, built at Hazraghat
in the town after removing
a den of drug addicts and
criminals, was inaugurated
yesterday:.

Inspector General of
Police (IGP) AKM Shahidul
Haque inaugurated the
park as the chief guest.

Nari Police Kalyan
Sangstha President
Shamsunnahar Rahman,
Tangail Deputy
Commissioner Khan
Mohammad Nurul Amin,
DIG of Dhaka Range
Shafiqul Islam, SP Mahbub
Alam, Tangail Municipality
Mayor Jamilur Rahman
Miron and district Awami
League President Fazlur
Rahman Faruque attended
the programme.

Laser show, fireworks
and cultural function were
arranged on the occasion.

After sunset, locals did
not dare to walk past the area
for fear of mugging, while
rickshaw pullers and auto-
rickshaw drivers refused to
take passengers there.

The district administra-
tion conducted drives in
September last year to
remove illegal structures on
the banks of the Louhajang
river, but the land grabbers
returned.

The SP then decided to
put his foot down and make
a permanent change by
turning the area into a park.

ST (NI -2* I el (7

q-0¢.05.9493.590.09.958.58- 5h2

31 FATEE AN

3| waelE faeefe @

@ | e e W e aae
8 | waeg FfEErEE I=

¢ | wadg Hfatfat

Y | P AW T

q | wEeEmrel/EmITEa el
b | ETEG OFe ST Tey

® | wasE Ao 3w

TS|, BIF-5989
Website: www.bpatc.org.bd
wifdes 08/33/20%49

: LA™ TS ([ rwel T2ag, AT, BISl-3989
: ol/2039-3
: gﬁﬁﬁ 3¢ O Sifer! Srarar

: HEFra “faeEs (T ¢ ), Rfabf, e, e

yo | AT fAetEg AT oifae « 79y« Afaew Tmle g sifed 2re Ieimd an/v3/2084 Sifed

vy | FaeE WIrTET AG0eE Sty @ 79w

vy | waHE wifdrea g

SO | WEoE T B iY@ A

38 | Pre-Tender Meeting
97 g+, Sifd 8 7y
SC | WEHE ATCFE /B0 71

(S v ode
20/53/2039 Tifad W@ y2:00 BT *HE (Fifes goa fum aere)
: TATTE AAfE6EE (SP) 97 SE S0% S9al S
- efime T, 8%, e 3Fh @, et
: B (S[*H) A = (TArEme), [iaibh, e, v
20/53/2039 999 0900 BT e
: S (2IT) AT % (D), fRfEaBi, Ao, e
y4/53/30%9 SifFd 9 09:00 BT

SrETSIE e

T -
(SCFTSCATT)

e CRE L0 WAYEATe] AfeBIag e

(TETSTATT)

T S (SO
T e )

09 TS @B

8,000/-

AEHE o SE SACESHA
foemiar efesm

}‘ﬂajﬂﬂﬂf-

wo (fa=) =

5,000/-

AR o€ BT GG

s¢ (7)) e Soorrt s

b, 000/-

am}&ﬂﬂﬂlr.

AT FNE SemeTy

3 () M | fyzommd efdre

bo,000/f-

S, ¢oo/f-

3¢,000/- | s¢ (otwE) fam

5,000/-

3¢ ,000/-

se (fa=) fa=

y,000/-

¢.000/- | >¢ (TR) e

»,000/-

se (o) e

¢,000/-

2,000/-

s¢ (ta) e

30,000/-

Y | HEAEWISTE ST CAMTS! € WadE WifTed wre4ei (oed Meers are Y |

%9 | TEH4 SATIHEE W

9 TigfRe waeg fefe «near ana |

S | R T BT 1oy FEH A3 v aeia fRefe e /aifen Fam el e Ia |
Vo | TPET e 74 fra-2000 8 FifFER-200b T FIE FOT=T S99 F91 209 |
o | éifae Farme Tra s “favEe (e, [itai, e, o w@mE waeE R a9 TT |

@g}w %23){
(ZF
Tol-sAfapree (9d)

T T2-9984b34



