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Large-ish “sporty” sedan based

on the actually sporty Celica

chassis. Hardtop style body meant
wonderfully sleek shape and

distinctive design. This is the

second gen of the Carina ED, which
stands for “Exciting, Dressy”. God bless
the Japanese. The sister car is called the
EXIV, which is basically the same but
less cool looking (obviously subjective).

The ED comes bog-standard from the
factory with the torquey but underpow-
ered 1.8 4SFE, usually attached to a
slushy automatic gearbox. In slightly
higher trim, you get the 2.0 3SFE,
which offers slightly more power and
torque than the 4S5 but nearly the same
kind of fuel efficiency.

The rare JDM quirk comes from the top
of the range 2.0 X, which has passive
four wheel steering, chassis strengthen-
ing bars and a few other goodies. Too
complicated for daily use.

Make sure you get a manual gearbox.
That way, even if you aren’t interested
in engine swaps, you can use the stock
motors to their full potential.
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Take a basic ED, add a few months of
searching for parts, another couple for
the build and the ED actually makes a
great project car. Being based on the
Celica means it can take pretty much
any power-making engine in the Toyota
S family. There’s the naturally aspirated
35GE (178 HP for 3rd gen and 187 HP for
4th gen BEAMS), and the force induced
turbo monster that is the 3SGTE (230 to
260 HP depending on generation).

These are old cars, so bigger brakes,
chassis stiffening and coilovers are
quite necessary. Thankfully pretty
much everything from the Celica can be
fitted to EDs, even rally bred GT-Four
stuff. No one’s done a total GT-Four AWD
conversion on this chassis yet (although
someone recently did it on the 3rd gen
ED) so you'd stand out (and not have to
deal with torque steer).
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~ Looks cool. Just needs wheels.

~ Handles well despite size.

~ Four doors and a boot despite sports
car aspirations.

~ Cheap to buy.

~ Shares some mechanical parts with
Toyota Camry, Vista, Windom and
shares everything with sister car EXIV.

i !
&
-
F 4
it
el

~ Not very cheap to fix the minor (and
major) stuff. Oil leaks are inevitable
with 3SFE and 4SFE engines because
they lose compression pretty quickly.

~ Road tax is pretty steep at TK 30,000.
~ Nearly impossible to find a clean one.
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As long as you pamper it well it won't let you |
down. A big problem is the interior. It has
aged pretty badly due to a lot of change of
ownership and lack of care. 5o the first thing
you can expect to fail is the AC panel. The
buttons fall off or dont align properly.

The rimless windows and the sunroof
(available on limted editions) cause

problems as well.

If you are patient and have the passion you
can build a powerhouse with one of the
cheapest platforms out there. These cars are
very stable at high speeds and have a very
good seating position. If anyone is willing to
buy an ST182 for a project, would advise on
buying one without the 4WS as it gives a
good amount of trouble after running all
these years. 1/

-- Shafayet Bin Afaz, ex-owner
of a 3SGTE swapped §T182 ED
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