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Govt to finalise
framework soon to
track SDG progress

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The government will soon finalise a moni-
toring and evaluation framework to track
the progress of the Sustainable
Development Goals in Bangladesh, said a
policymaker.

“We are in the process of developing a
monitoring and evaluation framework for
SDG implementation in Bangladesh, " said
Prof Shamsul Alam, a member of the
General Economics Division under the
Planning Commission on Monday.

“We have already prepared a draft in
consultation with the relevant ministries,
divisions, agencies and institutions and
will soon finalise it,” he said.

He spoke on the first day of a three-day
inter-ministerial consultation workshop
on developing SDGs monitoring and
evaluation framework for Bangladesh at
the Brac CDM in Rajendrapur, Dhaka,
according to a statement from the UNDP
Bangladesh yesterday:.

The GED with support from the UNDP
Bangladesh organised the workshop to
examine the draft framework, determine
sources data and gather feedback from
stakeholders in order to finalise the
framework.

"A solid monitoring framework with
robust indicators backed by a credible
statistical database is the basis for effective
monitoring of the progress,” Prof Alam
said in the statement,

“It will help us take informed policy
decisions, adjust policies and ensure
accountability in implementing the SDGs
in the country.”

A total of 55 participants from relevant
ministries, divisions, agencies, institu-
tions, public institutions and members of
the UN Data group are taking part in the
workshop.

They will examine and provide detailed
feedback and recommendations on the
indicators of the SDGs that are realistically
applicable for Bangladesh. They will also
recommend how to produce required
national data for monitoring the SDGs
implementation.

After the draft is prepared, it would be
placed for approval before the National
Committee on SDGs Implementation and
Monitoring headed by the principal coordi-
nator for SDGs at the Prime Minister's Office.

Shaila Khan, assistant country director
of the UNDP Bangladesh, and Fakrul
Ahsan, SDG lead of the UN agency, also
spoke on the occasion.

India becomes
biggest consumer
of Ukraine’s

farm exports

REUTERS, Kiev

India was the biggest
market for Ukrainian
agriculture products in
the first 10 month of
2017, importing 11.3
percent of exports in
cash terms, Ukraine's
Agriculture Ministry said
on Tuesday.

Ukrainian agriculture
exports were worth
$14.7 billion in the 10
months to October,
about 23 percent more
than in the same period
last year, the ministry
said in a statement.

Egypt was the second-
largest importer, with a
7.5 percent share, and
the Netherlands was the
third, with 6.9 percent.

The ministry said
sunflower oil dominated
UUkrainian agriculture
exports in January-
October, worth $3.6
billion. Ukraine also
exported 15.6 million
tonnes of maize for $2.4
billion and 14.2 million
tonnes of wheat for $2.2
billion.
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KM Ali, CEO (Complex-1) of Partex Star Group, opens a showroom of Partex Furniture, a concern of the group, at

Rampura in Dhaka.
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Mokhlesur Rahman, head of sales and marketing for tyre at Rahimafrooz Distribution Ltd, the authorised distributor of
Dunlop, and Md Aminul Islam, Dunlop product manager, pose with other officials of the distributor at Dunlop Free
Service Clinic in Dhaka on November 24. Customers received car tyre, battery and lubricant-related services for free.

Budgetary allocation a
must to deepen disability
inclusion: experts

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The government should make dedicated
budgetary allocation to accelerate disabil-
ity inclusion at technical and vocational
education and training institutes to equip
the disabled with employable skills,
experts said yesterday.

There is no dedicated budget on making
TVET institutes and transport accessible for
students with disabilities, said Kishore
Kumar Singh, a skills development special-
ist of the International Labour
Organisation in Bangladesh.

He made the remarks at the launch of a
guideline on how to include disabled
people in technical and vocational educa-
tion and training at the Pan Pacific
Sonargaon hotel in Dhaka.

ILO's Canadian-funded Bangladesh
Skills for Employment and Productivity
Project has formulated the guideline to
improve the skills and employment for the
people with disabilities.

About 2 million people enter
Bangladesh's job market every year. Of
them, 10 percent have disabilities, said
Singh.

He said about 7,925 TVET institutes
exist across the country and most of them
are inaccessible to the disabled.

“The government should enact policy to
promote disability inclusion,” he said.

Education Minister Nurul Islam Nahid
said the Directorate of Technical Education

has taken successful measures to boost the
number of people with disabilities who are
trained at TVET institutes.

He urged other ministries to ensure that
5 percent quota is set aside for disabled
students at all government and non-
government polytechnic institutes, techni-
cal schools and colleges.

Speakers emphasised raising awareness
among employers about employing
trained people with disabilities.

Lack of awareness, accessibility, institu-
tional capacity and collaboration among
the TVET institutes are counted as the main
challenges for disabilities inclusion, they
said.

In a statement of the ILO, Md Alamgir,
secretary of the Technical and Madrasa
Education Division, said equal emphasis
should also be given on creating demand
within businesses and industries to hire
disabled workers.

Ashoke Kumar Biswas, director general
of the Directorate of Technical Education,
highlighted the need to continue disability
inclusion efforts.

“While the enrolment of persons with
disabilities in our TVET institutes has
increased significantly there are still many
challenges to overcome,” he said.

“Enhanced collaboration is needed
among all those working with the disabled
so that the full economic and social poten-
tial of this large group of people can be
realised.”

Growth in lending
to eurozone
businesses jumps
in October

AFP, Frankfurt

The pace of growth in lend-

ing to eurozone businesses
picked up sharply in
October, data released by
the European Central Bank
showed Tuesday, suggesting
lenders and companies
remain confident.

Credit to businesses
added 2.9 percent year-on-
year last month, adjusting for
some purely financial trans-
actions, a 0.5-percentage-
point increase compared
with September’s rate.

The pickup in lending
growth to firms accounted
for all of an acceleration in
overall private sector loan
growth, which added 0.2
percentage points to reach
2.9 percent. Meanwhile,
growth in credit to house-
holds held at 2.7 percent in
October, the same pace as in
the two previous months.

Lending growth is seen
as an important indicator
of the effectiveness of the
ECB's unconventional
stimulus measures --
designed to boost eco-
nomic growth and inflation
with cheap credit.

Nine United Airways directors
fined for insider trading

FROM PAGE B1
Listed with the DSE since 2010, United
Airways stock traded at Tk 5.90 yesterday.

The aviation company has outstanding
loans of about Tk 300 crore to financial
institutions.

Earlier in June last year, the BSEC
approved the company to raise capital of
Tk 400 crore through private placement to
purchase aircraft and repay loans.

Flights of United Airways have
remained suspended from March 5 last
year due to unavailability of serviceable
aircraft.

The aircraft were grounded for mainte-
nance, but the airline did not have enough
funds to do the required servicing, which is
a matter of high cost.

Established in 2007, the airline has 11
aircraft in its fleet: two Airbus 310-325, five
MD-83, three ATR-72-212 and a
Bombardier Dash-8 100.

[t has permission to operate domestic
flights to Chittagong, Sylhet, Jessore, Cox's
Bazar, Rajshahi, Barisal, Saidpur and
[shwardi.

(On the international routes, it has
permission to fly to Dubai, Kuala Lumpur,
Kathmandu, Kolkata, Jeddah, Bangkok,
Muscat and Singapore.

Sponsors hold only 4.16 percent stake
in United Airways, institutions 14.05
percent, foreign investors 12.18 and gen-
eral investors the remaining 69.61 percent,
according to DSE.

Also at yesterday's meeting, brokerage
house M Securities Ltd and its management
were fined for violating securities laws. It
had provided margin loan to directors'
relatives violating commission directive.

The BSEC fined M Securities Tk 20 lakh
and its managing director Chowdhury
Mohammed Nurul Azam and his wife
Jakia Chowdhury Tk 10 lakh each.

BPC to import

FROM PAGE B1
Another Indian private sector company,
Shapoorji Pallonji Infrastructure Capital
Company Ltd, is going to set up a 100
megawatt solar power plantin Pabna.

Last week, the same committee
approved the proposal for setting up the

diesel via India

power plant. The government will buy
electricity from the company at Tk 9.56
Kw/h for 20 years. The company first pro-
posed to set up a 200MW solar power
plant but later it changed the proposal to a
100MW solar power plant after failing to
find the necessary land.

Indian economic
growth set to end
five-quarter slide

REUTERS, Bengaluru

Indian economic growth likely rebounded in the July-
September quarter from the slowest growth in three
years, with demand picking up modestly as the effects
from a shock ban on high-value currency notes eased, a

Reuters poll showed.

If that's correct, the data will be the latest evidence
of a broad-based global economic upturn across Asia
and most of the world that has many major central
banks poised to move away from ultra-easy monetary

policy.

India was the world's fastest-growing major economy
in 2016. But already-slowing growth was made weaker by
the surprise cash clampdown late in 2016 by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's government, which has hurt
consumer spending ever since.

In July, the government introduced a goods and ser-
vices tax that made sweeping changes to the way busi-
nesses across Asia's third largest economy charge taxes,
delivering another blow to the economy.

But the Reuters poll of 52 economists over the past
week showed gross domestic product growth likely
rose to 6.4 percent from a year ago in the July-
September quarter, from 5.7 percent in the previous

period.

If the data, due to be released on 1200 GMT on Nowv. 30,
matches expectations, it will break a five-quarter slowing
trend and mark the best rate this calendar year. Forecasts in
the poll ranged from 5.9 percent to 6.8 percent.

4G auction in Jan as PM removes hurdles

FROM PAGE B1

The telecom regulator will give the
mobile operators less than two weeks
to submit their applications, after
which it will take another 45 days to
arrange the auction, said a top official
of the regulator.

Earlier in September, the telecom
division approved the guideline on
4G licensing that was picked apart by
the operators, with about two dozens
of concerns being raised.

The parent companies of the top
three mobile operators even threat-
ened to boycott 4G licensing.

After that, Prime Minister's ICT
Affairs Adviser Sajeeb Wazed Joy took
the initiative to address the operators'
CONCerns.

One of the demands of the opera-
tors was to cut down the price of
spectrum for technological neutrality,

which will empower them to deliver
better service quality. They asked for it
to be slashed to $4 million per mega-
hertz of spectrum from $7.5 million.

As per their wishes, the govern-
ment has also allowed the operators
to borrow from local banks -- a move
that will ultimately help banks as they
are sitting on idle money.

Earlier, the telecom watchdog had
recommended making it mandatory
that all investment be in foreign
currency.

As per the new decision, the opera-
tors will not be required to obtain no-
objection certificates from the
telecom regulator in advance about
their corporate social responsibility
projects.

They will also not need to go for an
initial public offering, which the
previous guideline had called for.

USers.

from 4G

What would constitute as 4G speed
has also been redefined: it would now
be only 20 Mbps instead of 1 Gbps.

The previously approved guideline
also empowered the regulator to
confiscate all the unused balance of

clause has now been

dropped in the revised guideline.

As per the new guideline, the oper-
ators will have to store subscribers'
usage data for only two years and not
12 years as previously stipulated.

The part that said the telecom regu-
lator can change the percentage of
revenue sharing from time to time -- a
clause that created panic among opera-
tors -- has been scrapped entirely.

The operators will now have to
share 5.5 percent of their revenues
service with the telecom
regulator and the percentage will
remain the same for the next 15 years.

Bangladesh's
should strive to brighten the image of the
country to boost apparel exports, said the
top leader of the BCMEA vesterday.
Siddiqur Rahman,
Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association, said international
trade largely depends on a country's image.
“A higher export growth relies on the
positive branding of Bangladesh. So,
missions abroad will have to

Bangladesh's
take greater responsibility,”
inaugural envoy summit at the Sonargaon
hotel in Dhaka.

Speaking at the session on “Interaction
with Chambers and Business Community”,
the entrepreneur said the envoys would
have to spread the positive stories of the
garment sector, especially the reforms that
have taken place in recent times.

The envoys can also invite foreign
delegations
Bangladesh so that they can gain practical
knowledge on the changes, said the
BGMEA 1n a statement.
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STAR BUSINESS REPORT Bangladesh now boasts having garment
factories of global standard, an outcome of
the combined efforts of the government,
development partners, retailers and brands,
and entrepreneurs.

The sector has strengthened workplace
safety in line with the requirements of the
Accord and the Alliance,

building inspection and

two foreign
remediation

Rahman said there are currently 67
United States Green Building Council's
(Leadership
Environmental Design) certified garment
factories in Bangladesh.

Of the top 10 LEED garment factories
globally, seven are in Bangladesh, including
the leading three, he said.

Shafiul Islam Mohiuddin, president of the
Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of
and Industry,
president of the International
Chamber of Commerce Bangladesh, Golam
Mainuddin,
Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, and Saida Muna Tasneem, ambas-
sador of Bangladesh to Thailand, also spoke.
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Mahbubur Rahman, president of the International Chamber of Commerce Bangladesh; Shafiul Islam Mohiuddin,
president of the Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry; Saida Muna Tasneem, ambassador
of Bangladesh to Thailand; Siddiqur Rahman, president of the Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and Exporters
Association, and Golam Mainuddin, vice president of the Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce and Industry, attend a
session of the first envoy summit at the Sonargaon hotel in Dhaka yesterday.



