NUREN IFTEKHAR

Reading is an unparalleled experience that
anyone who indulges in it can affirm you.
A gateway to a new world, a getaway from
the tiresomeness of our everyday life, a
glimpse into the lives we wouldn't have
experienced otherwise. For some this
experience is not the same. The charm of
reading simply does not click with them.
For another group of people however, the
struggle 1s even more severe. This 1s the
group of people that love to read but are
impaired with the curse of doing so in a
slow pace. This is the silent scream of a
slow reader.

Books are not spoon fed to you. When
someone watches a movie or a TV show,
they have the whole story put forward to
them scene by scene. The atmosphere and
the worlds are visually represented. One
can get the essence of the story being told
simply from a minor portion of attention
given to it. The visual stimuli are a big
help in this case. However books are a
different ordeal. One must read the
words, construct the world and the sce-
nario in their head, and orchestrate it as
the book goes on. For a slow reader, the
challenge is being meticulous about this
whole process.

Speaking from personal experience, it
often takes multiple reads for me to truly
get the essence of the scenario or the
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Struggles of a slow reader

emotions described. This leads to reading
some paragraphs over and over again
obsessively until it all makes perfect
sense. It is a very fulfilling moment when
that does happen. However, this ordeal
makes reading even the smallest of
Novels a time-consuming process. This
compulsive thought process leads to slow
readers like me to be stuck in chapters
that we don't even like and unable to
move forward.

For some slow readers, the reason is
due to not being able to allocate enough
time towards a book. What happens is
they find a little time to read which is
followed by a long absence from it. So
when they come back to the book they
have a lot of recapping to do about what
happened before, thus slowly diminish-
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ping in Nilkhet and what not wishfully
skimming through some of the books
before realizing that this will only go to
the pile of unfinished books at the end.
Then there 1s the phase where you go to
Goodreads to check up on all the books
that you probably would have loved to
read but won't be able to get yourself
to. In the end they just
keep piling up in the
to-read section. Slow
readers have the best of
intentions. Their love
for reading only accen-
tuates the pain of not
being able to
do it as well
as the
others.

2 SPOILERS

ing the flow to read.
An average day for a slow reader con-
sists of painfully looking at the pile of
books they have accumulated, half-read
and left in the cold over the years. Each
book is a constant reminder of the time
that will slowly
grasp them before
they can finish
reading any of the
things they
would have
liked to. Then
there is the phase
of window shop-
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Spoilers are something we avoid like the plague
and any mention of them results in riots, pitch-
forks, and a whole lot of hate.

However, as with plenty of things in life, you'll
find exceptions to this. Unbelievably, there are
people who enjoy spoilers (yes, you read that
correctly). These people see the hidden “bright
sides” to getting movies, games, or books spoiled.

The first and most obvious bright side is that
you no longer have to wait to find out what
freaked out everyone later on in the story. That
annoying suspense that's been bothering you 24/7
is gone (unless you like suspense, in which case,
sucks to be you).

Again, as strange as it sounds, it's scientifically
proven that, on average, spoilers actually give the
story an edge, especially if it's THE spoiler. You just
won't go around telling people about it no matter
how cruel you are (but then tell them anyway
because “wild draw four” cards from Uno aren't
the only thing that ruin friendships). You've got
the normal type of curiosity while reading a story,
or, you've got this alternative curiosity: the incredi-
ble obsession that comes along when someone
spoils it; this urges you to read with even more
enjoyment, trying to figure out how the story
progressed to that point. [ would point out that, as
a result, you forget to eat, sleep and tackle all your
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daily responsibilities. But that's not exactly a bright
side unless everything is already falling apart.

Now, how many times have you read a story
that started off pretty good before understanding
that this 1s going to be a bad train-wreck? A good
example of this scenario is when I was quite besot-
ted with “The Inheritance Cycle” by Christopher
Paolini before coming to the conclusion that this
is an incredibly clichéd fantasy series with nothing
new. Normally, I prefer to finish a series no matter
how bad it is. However, thankfully, I received the
final spoiler in the book which saved me the
bother of reading it. If you ask me, I think not
wasting already-limited time on a series that was-
n't very interesting to me certainly makes for a
bright side.

Okay, I admit, when I started this off, I feel like
there were a lot more bright sides, but strangely,
these seem to be the three major ones. Some
minor ones, [ suppose, would include getting a
spoiler and not resulting: in losing friends, weeks
of depression, or becoming a hermit until the
world is spoiler free, etc.

Now that we've gotten the bright side out of the
way, time to bring out that pitchfork again.
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