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Liza to compete

against men

National Chess Championship
begins today

SPORTS REPORTER
Women's International Master (WIM)
i{i Shamima Akter Liza will be the first female
player in 16 years to compete against male
counterparts when the Omicon Group 43rd
National A Chess Championship gets underway at the
Bangladesh Chess Federation today.

The 27-year-old Liza, who became WIM in 2011, quali-
fied for the top-tier competition after finishing ninth in
national B championship, a qualifying tournament for the
national championship.

Liza is the lone female participant against 13 male
players for the first time since WIM Rani Hamid took
part in the same competition in 2001 as the lone female
player.

Her participation also gives her the opportunity to
earn a WGM norm. If she can secure 9.5 points from 13
rounds, she will go one step ahead to become country's
first WGM.

Apart from Liza, there will be opportunities for the other
participants to earn International Master (IM) norms by
earning nine points in 13 matches, which will also depend
on the rankings of the opponents.
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WIM Shamima Akter Liza will vie against 13 male
competitors in the National Chess Championship.

There will, however, be no opportunities for IM Abu
Sufian Shakil and IM Minhazuddin Ahmed Sagor to earn
GM norms as only three GMs out of five are taking part in
this championship. However, FM Sheikh Mohammad
Nasir, FM Aminul Islam and FM Mehdi Hasan Parag have
the opportunity to earn IM norms, Nasir, who earned his
second IM norm in the last edition, will get his third and
final norm if he can earn nine points. Aminul and Parag
have one IM norm each.

However, the reality is that these GM and IM norms are
hard to come by through these national championships.
GM Ziaur Rahman explained the reasons why the IMs and
FMs fail to earn the norms.

‘I think the participating GMs are a bit stronger com-
pared to the norm aspirants,” said the country's second at a
press conference yesterday. “However I think this time the
championship will be very competitive as some of the play-
ers are in good form.”

Sponsors Omicon Group will provide Tk 6.95 lakh out of
which Tk 1.5 lakh will be disbursed as prize money:.

Bangladesh Chess Federation's general secretary
Shahabuddin Shamim, vice president KM Shahidullah,
Omicon Group's general manager Ehsan Mahbub and
international arbitrator Harunur Rashid were present,
among others, at the press conference.

Rajshahi Kings v Khulna Titans
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UEFA Champions League

Man City v Feyenoord

Live from 1:45am (Wednesday)
Dhaka Dynamites v Rangpur Riders

Dhaka Dynamites v Rangpur Riders
Time: 6:00pm
Venue: SBNS, Dhaka

Sevilla players do warm-up exercises during a training session at the Ciudad Deportiva yesterday on the eve of their Champions

TEN 2

UEFA Champions League
Besiktas v Porto

Live from 11:00pm

Sevilla v Liverpool

Live from 1:45am (Wednesday)
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League group E match against Liverpool.

Coutinho
heals
L'pool rifts

AFP, London

Philippe Coutinho's long-
term future might lie away
from Liverpool, but the

Brazil star's ability to focus

on the present has helped
heal the wounds from his
flirtation with Barcelona.

When Jurgen Klopp's
side travel to Sevilla for a
crucial Champions League
clash on Tuesday, they will
rely on Coutinho to lead
their bid to get the win that
would book their place in
the last 16.

For Coutinho to be at the
centre of Liverpool's season
is a testament to the peace-
making skills of Klopp and
the forward's refusal to let
his failed attempt to force a
move to Barcelona make
him public enemy number
one on Merseyside.

Just two months ago,
Coutinho's relationship with
his club and their fans was
badly frayed after he handed
in a transfer request while
Barca tried to convince
Liverpool to sell their prize
asset with bids rising to over

£100 million ($132 million).

Klopp cleverly kept both
his employers and the player
happy toeing the company
line without criticising
Coutinho. When he finally
returned to action after an
injury-hit start to the season,
Coutinho repaid his man-
ager for his diplomacy.

UEFA Champions League
Dortmund v Tottenham

Live from 1:45am (Wednesday)

Rumana, Kubra
in Big Bash

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh national
women's team captain
Rumana Ahmed and off-
spinner Khadija Tul Kubra
will take part in the Women'
Big Bash T20 league in
Australia as the pair were
selected by separate fran-
chises to ply their trade in
the tournament beginning
on December 9.

Rumana, who will feature
for Brisbane Heat, 1s scheduled
to leave for Australia on January
10 while Kubra, expected to
depart on January 16, will join
upwith Melbourne Stars.

“I am really happy to
become the first female
Bangladeshi cricketer to
play the league. There will
be alot of good playersand I
will try to learn from the
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tournament,” Rumana told
the Daily Star yesterday.
Meanwhile, Shakib Al

Hasan is the only
Bangladesh player to feature
in the Big Bash.

PHOTO:
AFP

Novotna no

REUTERS, Prague

Czech tennis player Jana
Novotna, a Wimbledon
champion in 1998 and 16-
time grand-slam winner in
doubles and mixed doubles,
has died at the age of 49
after a long battle with cancer, the
Women's Tennis Association (WTA) said
on Monday.

Novotna, who entered the tennis Hall of
Fame in 2005, died surrounded by her
family in the Czech
Republic, the WTA
said.

In a career span-
ning 14 years on the
professional circuit
that included 24
WTA singles titles
and 76 doubles
titles, Novotna
finally won her only
singles grand slam at
Wimbledon in 1998
after losing in the
final in 1993 and

out tennis.

1997.

She won the JANA NOVOTNA
hearts of fans (1968 — 2017)
around the world

when she burst into

tears after throwing away victory against
Steffi Graf in the 1993 final and was con-
soled afterwards by a British duchess.

"Jana was an inspiration both on and off
court to anyone who had the opportunity
to know her. Her star will always shine
brightly in the history of the WTA," WTA
Chief Executive Steve Simon said in a
statement.

Novotna stayed active in tennis after
retiring through coaching, television com-
mentary and attending major tournament

1980s.

and charity matches.

She mentored players such as 2013
Wimbledon champion Marion Bartoli and
fellow Czech Barbora Krejcikova.

Former U1.5. Open finalist Pam Shriver
said on Twitter:
athletic, as smart as she was competitive. |
can't believe she is gone this soon. Her smile
lives forever young."

In 2015, Novotna spoke to Czech news-
paper Mlada Fronta Dnes of her love for the
sport and said she could not go a day with-

same year
Czechoslovakia's Fed Cup team which
defeated the Soviet Union.

She remained a strong supporter of the
Czech Republic's Fed Cup teams, whose
success in the past decade has matched the
strong run of Czechoslovak teams in the

"She always supported us from the stands
when she could. We will miss her,” the
Czech Fed Cup team said on its Facebook
page on Monday.

more Saif SC held by

Arambagh

SPORTS REPORTER

"Jana was as kind as she was . Newcomers Saif Sporting Club stumbled
"+ again in the Bangladesh Premier League as
BPE &= " they were held to a goalless draw by
Arambagh KS at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday.

Saif SC could have grabbed the third position with an
outright win, but they had to be content with a draw to stay
at fourth position with 26 points while Arambagh
remained at ninth position with 11 points from 13 matches.

Saif SC came into the match on the back of a morale
boosting 2-1 win over five-time champions Abahani and
they dominated proceedings, but never exposed the solid
defence of Arambagh, who also looked determined follow-
ing their 2-1 win over Rahmatganj MFS.

According to match statistics, Saif SC entered the attack-

ing third nearly 100 times but only managed two shots on

"It would be
horrible,” she said of
that prospect.

Novotna reached
world number two
in singles and was a
number one dou-

bles player multiple | target in the
times. entire game. _
She won three Arambagh SRS 0 - 0 SAIFSC

MUKTIJODDHA 2 - ) RAHMATGAN)

defence was too
solid for Saif's
English forward
Charles
Sheringham and Haitian Wedson Anselme, who had shared
two goals in their previous match.

"Though we had better ball possession, we could not create
clear-cut chances. The defensive organisation of Arambagh was
good and they defended well throughout the match,” Saif SC
coach Ryan Northmore said at the end of the game.

“They boys were really upbeat after beating Rahmatganj
in the previous match. We could have won this match had
the boys availed the chances they created,” Arambagh coach
Maruful Haque said.

Meanwhile, Muktijoddha Sangsad came from two goals
down to hold Rahmatganj MFS to a 2-2 draw in the second
match of the day.

Afeez Oladipo and Dawda Ceesay scored one goal each as
Rahmatganj took a 2-0 lead before Magalan Awala and Nazmul
Islam Rasel made sure Muktijoddha left the field with a share of
the spoils. The result left Rahmatganj in eighth position with 12
points and Muktijoddha in 11th position with 12 points.

Olympic medals,
securing a bronze in
singles and silver in
doubles with
Helena Sukova in
Atlantain 1996.

The pair had also
won silver together
at the 1988
Olympics and that
were members of

(AWALA 75, NAZMUL 89) (OLADIPO 44, CEESAY 69)

The following are a few

Dimitrov 'locked in'

samples of stories that did not
make the print edition.
However, if they pique your
interest, you can always read
them online on The Daily Star
website by simply scanning
the QR codes listed below:

India-Sri Lanka Test

ends in draw
Bhuvneshwar
Kumar took four
quick wickets to -
give Sri Lanka a scare but the
visitors held on to draw the first
Test against India on the final day.
No dressing room help for
Perera's controversial review
Srilanka's cricket SR
board defended %4
Dilruwan Perera
after television
replays suggested the batsman
looked to the dressing room
during a delayed review call in
the first Test against India.
Benzema the fall quy as
Madrid flounder
In a recurring
theme of Real
Madrid's stutter-
ing season,
Zinedine Zidane protested all
his side lacked was a goal as
they fell 10 points behind La
Liga leaders Barcelona after
firing more blanks in a bad-
tempered Madrid derby.

REUTERS, London

TS As Grigor Dimitrov stood

v centre stage holding aloft the

gleaming ATP Finals trophy and

ATP the tickertape rained down on

FINAES. Sunday it felt like a weight had
finally been lifted from hisshoulders.

It was not the grand slam title he
wants most but the next best thing and
it felt like a breakthrough moment for
a player widely perceived as one of the
game's under-achievers.

He played calmly and intelligently
to beat Belgium's David Goffin 7-5 4-6
6-3 in asuperb climax to the season.

In 2014, when he beat reigning
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Wimbledon champion Andy Murray on
Centre Court, it seemed he was ready:.

Dimitrov's run to the semi-finals at
the All England Club meant he cracked
the top 10 for the first time.

But it proved a false dawn.

Two years later his relationship with
Maria Sharapova was of more interest
than his tennis and he had slipped
down to 40.

Something has clicked though and
Dimitrov, now 26, began the year by
reaching the Australian Open semi-finals
and this time he has backed it up with the
most consistent year of his career.

After qualitying for the ATP Finals
for the first time, he swept through his

Bulgaria's Grigor
Dimitrov lifts the
ATP World Tour
Finals trophy after
winning the final
against Belgium's
David Goffin in
London on Sunday.
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round-robin group unbeaten, fought
off a ferocious challenge from
American Jack Sock in the semi-finals
and on Sunday he overcame Goffin to
claim the trophy.

He will end the year as world num-
ber three -- behind only Rafael Nadal
and Roger Federer -- but crucially
Dimitrov believes he is now 'locked-in'
for an assault on grand slams.

"The important thing is just to stay
on the ground and put yvour head
down, work even harder,” Dimitrov
told reporters.

"I just want to keep the same line. |
don't want to get too hyped up because
['ve done well, now I'm number three
in the world. No, this makes me even
more locked in, more excited about my
work, and forwhat's to come.”

Dimitrov is only the second ATP
Finals debutant to win the title since John
McEnroe defeated Arthur Ashe in 1978.

Yet rewind two years and he was
struggling to play three good points in
arow, let alone challenge for bigtitles.

Qut of adversity, however, Dimitrov
has finally realised what it takes to put
the puzzle together.

"With the right mindset, right people,
the right support, things happen. That
period really helped mealot," hesaid.

"I think I needed that. Those six
months were a complete struggle for
me. In that moment [ realised what I
needed to work on, who are the real
people around me.

“Little by little, drop by drop, here
[am."”
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Get SMart

and be a leader in your profession
Class Time:
Evening: from 6:30 pm

% One of the top 1000 business schools of the world and awarded
Ref: Eduniversal, Paris www.eduniversal.com

* Graded as one of the top universities in Bangladesh by govt.

Special batch for students with BBA background

Specialization Areas:

% Finance % Marketing % Accounting ** HRM

Certificate of Palmes

Financial Aids:

v 20% Corporate waiver for at least 3 participants from same organization.

v 10% waiver for anyone from any reputed organization.

¢ 25% waiver for siblings and spouse who get admitted later.

vt Flexible Payment Policy. ¥ Tuition fee waiver for Freedom Fighters Quota.

Last date of Application: 06 December, 2017
Admission Test: 08 December, 2017

Our Campuses

Head Office & Dhanmondi Campus: Siddeswari Campus:

51, Siddeswari Road, Dhaka
Dhaka, Tel: 8144303, 58151641, 9119959 Tel: 58315514, 58314033, 58313981
9101008, Ext.- 118, 119, 125, 126, 127 & 128 58315626, Ext.- 116, 119, 121 & 122

Mobile: 01765-781188, 01675-694482 Mobile: 01738-879598, 01836-976941
For more information, please visit www.stamforduniversity.edu.bd

44 (744 old), Satmosjid Road, Dhanmondi, Dhaky




