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Iraqi forces vehicles are seen after they captured Rawa town, the last remaining

town under Islamic State control. The photo was taken yesterday.
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Hanging by a thread

FROM PAGE 16

the same village, who has been in
the profession for 14 years now, said
the job of weaving is monotonous
and laborious.

“Workers are able to make lungi
in full swing for half a month. They
need to rest during the other half.”

"Three square meals are a far cry
for us weavers, although showrooms
in fancy malls sell these handmade
lungi at very high prices as they are
high in demand,” said Bakir Uddin, a
weaver, as he pulls the brake lever on
the handloom to take a break. "What
first started as a hobby, later became a
passion for me. I just wish [ was better
compensated so that we could live a
more dignified life.”

The weavers' goods are trans-
ported by boat to Baburhat in
Narsingdi; it is one of the biggest
wholesale points of local fabrics in
Bangladesh and just an hour's drive
from the capital. Depending on

quality, a small lungicosts Tk 50-60
while a larger one Tk 110 at the
wholesale market.

Although there is good demand,
the looms suffer from lack of capi-
tal, rising prices of dye and yarn and
low wages.

Ohid-Uz Zaman, a weaver at
Rupasdi village, said, "The cost to
make four lungi has increased by Tk
80 owing to the price hike of yarn,
but the selling price did not increase
accordingly.”

On the other hand, a weaver can
weave four lungis a day, forwhich he
getsamere Tk 120, he added.

Demanding government subsi-
dies, the weavers said small to
midsize handlooms will not sustain
without proper financial support.

But to save this industry requires
more. The government will have to
curb the prices of raw materials for
this sector and provide subsidies to
IMport yarn.

Sanaullah Sunny, president of
Salimabad Union Primary Weavers
Association, said, “Most handloom
owners of this area start business by
taking out loans. A lion's share of
the profit goes into the pockets of
the lenders.”

With a rising number of weavers
leaving the profession, there is a dearth
of skilled manpower, which affects
productivity. The government should
take an initiative to give training to
increase productivity, said Firoz Mia,
chairman of Rupasdi Union Council.
“This is an industry that directly relies
on the skills of the weavers, so proper
training is necessary.”

Siddiqur Rahman, president of
Dariadaulat Weavers' Association,
said the government can keep this
heritage alive by making low-cost
funds available for the sector.
“Proper policy framework will
ensure a bright future for the indus-

'[]"},l'l i

Mugabe digs
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president triggered the takeover.

A goal of the generals is to pre-
vent Mugabe handing power to his
wife, Grace, who appeared on the
cusp of power after Mnangagwa was
pushed out.

Zimbabwe's official newspaper, the
Herald, ran photographs late on
Thursday showing Mugabe grinning
and shaking hands with military chief
General Constantino Chiwenga, who
seized power this week.

The images stunned
Zimbabweans who said it meant
Mugabe was managing to hold out
against Chiwenga's coup. Some
political sources said he was trying
to delay his departure until elec-
tions scheduled for next year.

The ZANU-PF source said that
was not the case. Anxious to avoid a
protracted stalemate, party leaders
were drawing up plans to dismiss
Mugabe at the weekend if he refused
to quit, the source said.

"There is no going back," the
source told Reuters. "It's like a
match delayed by heavy rain, with
the home side leading 90-0 in the
89th minute.”

The army is camped on his door-
step. Grace Mugabe is under house
arrest and her key political allies are
in military custody. The police, once
a bastion of support, have showed
no signs of resistance.

Furthermore, he has little popu-
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lar backing in the capital, a strong-
hold of support for opposition
parties that have tapped into the
anger and frustration at his han-
dling of the economy, which col-
lapsed after the seizure of white-
owned farms in 2000,

LInemployment is now running
at nearly 90 percent and chronic
shortages of hard currency have
triggered hyperinflation, with the
prices of imports rising as much as
50 percent a month,

Mugabe has won a series of elec-
tions but his critics in Africa and the
West say his handling of the econ-
omy has been disastrous and he has
used violence to maintain power.
Botswana's President Ian Khama
told him to resign.

"I don't think anyone should be
President for that amount of time.
We are Presidents. We are not mon-
archs. It's just common sense,"
Khama said.

Speaking at a Southern African
Development Community meeting
in Botswana's capital Gaborone,
South Africa's President Jacob Zuma
struck a different chord.

"We note with great concern the
unfolding political development in
Zimbabwe and we hope that they
will not lead to unconstitutional
change of government,” Zuma said.

Dumiso Dabengwa, a
Zimbabwean liberation war veteran
and KGB-trained former intelli-

gence chief, said Mugabe's fate was
sealed but old age was causing him
to digin his heels.

"At his age, everybody becomes
very stubborn and he would be no
exception,” he told reporters in
Johannesburg.

"He certainly will not do it easily,
but I think the people will show him
thathe's no longer wanted."

LIS Secretary of State Rex Tillerson
yesterday urged "a quick return to
civilian rule" in Zimbabwe.

"Zimbabwe has an opportunity
to set itself on a new path, one that
must include democratic elections
and respect for human rights,”
Tillerson told the foreign ministers
from the African continent ahead of
a meeting in Washington.

The United States, a longtime
Mugabe critic, is seeking "a new
era", the State Department's top
official for Africa said, an implicit
call for Mugabe to quit.

In an interview with Reuters,
acting LIS Assistant Secretary of State
for African Affairs Donald
Yamamoto appeared to dismiss the
idea of keeping Mugabe in an
interim or ceremonial role.

"It's a transition to a new era for
Zimbabwe, that's really what we're

hoping for," Yamamoto said.

For its part, China's Foreign
Ministry called for a peaceful resolu-
tion in Zimbabwe under a legal
framework.

FMs of five countries
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The dignitaries in their talks with
top government leaders would
discuss finding a solution to the
crisis and safe return of the forcibly
displaced Myanmar nationals. They
would also discuss humanitarian
assistance as well as extending the
international support to
Bangladesh.

Of them, Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Yi is due to arrive in
Dhaka this morning while Foreign
Minister of Germany Sigmar
Gabriel, Foreign Minister of Sweden
Margot Wallstrom, Foreign Minister
of Japan Taro Kono and High
Representative of the EU Federica
Mogherini would arrive between
this evening and midnight.

Wang Yi is coming to Bangladesh
just after China strongly opposed a
UN resolution on Thursday for an
end to the military operations by
Myanmar that have led to "the
systematic violation and abuse of
human rights" against the country's
Rohingya community.

The UN's Third Committee, a
branch of the General Assembly
dealing with human rights and

humanitarian issues, overwhelm-
ingly endorsed the measure pre-
sented by the Muslim countries by a
vote of 135 to 10, with 26 countries
abstaining.

Those wvoting "no" include
Myanmar's close neighbour China,
Russia, the Philippines, Vietnam,
Cambodia and Laos. India and 25
other countries refrained from voting.

Bangladesh Foreign Minister
Mahmood Ali would accompany
the foreign ministers of Germany,
Sweden, Japan Taro Kono and High
Representative of the EU for a
daylong wvisit to Cox's Bazar to
observe firsthand the plight of the
forcibly displaced Rohingyas in
Bangladesh tomorrow.

The combined visit of the four
high level dignitaries is the first of its
kind since the crisis began.

During the visit, the high level
delegations would interact with the
Rohingya refugees at Kutupalong.

They would also witness the
humanitarian operations arranged
by the Government of Bangladesh,
LIN agencies and local and interna-
tional NGOs.

[t is hoped that the wvisit will

garner further international support
for the Rohingyas. The high digni-
taries are expected to call on the
premier after their return from Cox's
Bazar the same day, says a foreign
ministry press release.

Bangladesh has been providing
shelter and humanitarian support
to more than a million forcibly
displaced Rohingyas.

The international community
has lauded Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina and her government for the
compassion and generosity shown
to the Myanmar people seeking
refuge in Bangladesh.

The combined visit by the foreign
ministers reflects the support for
Rohingyas in the international
community. It would also extend
strong support to Bangladesh's
ongoing diplomatic efforts, bilat-
eral as well as multilateral, for early
and sustainable return of the
Rohingyas, the press release adds.

After the visit, the foreign minis-
ters of Bangladesh and Germany are
expected to travel together to
Myanmar to attend the 13th Foreign
Ministers' Meeting of the ASEM in
Nay Pyi Daw.
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the moment, she said, adding that
a UN Security Council resolution
could be a decisive factor to resolve
the crisis.

Terming the atrocities by
Myanmar army genocide, Azeem
Ibrahim, research professor of
Strategic Studies Institute at US
Army War College, said the army
carried out an orchestrated and
preplanned campaign to eliminate
an entire ethnic group while a
political appetite was seemingly
absent to end the crisis.

“What we are all hoping for is
that this ethnic cleansing will be
completed as quickly as possible so
that we can move from the domain
of criminality on to the domain of
humanitarian assistance.”

He said Rohingyas living in differ-
ent countries have to raise their voice
against the atrocities committed
against their community.

BBC South Asia Correspondent
Justin Rowlatt, who has been cov-
ering the incident, said the move-
ment of a huge number of
Rohingyas with faces of fear was
hard to imagine.

Despite a very welcoming
response from the Bangladesh
government, the Rohingyas had to
fight for basic humanitarian needs
from the very beginning, he told
the programme.

Michael Vatikiotis, Asia regional
director of Geneva-based Centre
for Humanitarian Dialogue, said
the “conflict between two reli-
gions” in Rakhine caused a rift
across South East Asia.

“This is a major rift between two
great religions in this part of the
world,” said Vatikiotis, also a for-
mer editor of the Far Eastern
Economic Review.

Jeff Kingston, director of Asian
Studies and professor of History at
Temple University in Japan, said
regional organisation ASEAN can
play a more pro-active role to
address the issue, but so far it has
failed to make an impact due to
seemingly disagreements among
the member states.

Zafar Sobhan, editor of English
daily Dhaka Tribune, moderated
the discussion.

BPL matches
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"We don't have any specific law
about betting in our country but we
do have our anti-corruption and
security unit in the stadium during
matches. We are however unable to
take legal action against them.”
This inability to take legal action
was reflected in the words of Mirpur
Thana's additional deputy commis-
sioner Mollah Jashim Uddin, who
told The Daily Star that he was
unaware of any such developments.
There is precedent of betting
coming to the fore in Bangladesh's
cricket sphere. In the 2012 Asia Cup,
two bookies were arrested at the
venue during the Bangladesh Sri
Lanka match. The BPL itself is no
stranger to the racket as it was hit by
a spot-fixing scandal in 2013 with a
number of cricketers and officials,
most notably Bangladesh batsman
Mohammad Ashraful who is still
serving the consequent ban, being
found guilty.

Killers hired
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staff members Mostak Hossain,
Mokhlesur Rahman Muslehuddin
and Miraz Parvez. The three were
undergoing treatment at a city
hospital.

"We have learnt that a business
rivalry was behind the murder,”
said Shaikh Nazmul Alam, deputy
commuissioner of the DMP's
Detective Branch.

Law enforcers were carrying out
drives in different districts to arrest
the killers, he said.

2 UP members
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On November 6, a case was filed
with Gangachara Police Station
accusing the Hindu man of insult-
ing Islam.

The case was referred to Rangpur
DB, said police.

Police arrested Titu at Chiravija
of Nilphamari's Jaldhaka on

Tuesday. He was placed on a four-
day remand.

Six missing
after deadly
Greek floods

AFP, Athens

Six people are still missing in
Greece two days after a flash flood
killed 16 people near the capital,
the fire department said Friday.

"We are looking for two addi-
tional people whose disappearance
was declared to police,” a fire
department spokesman said.

"That brings the total to six," he
said.

The Greek government on
Wednesday declared a three-day
state of mourning after the freak
flood struck the towns of Mandra,
Nea Peramos and Megara, some 50
kilometres (30 miles) west of
Athens.
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