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Iraq forces retake
last IS-held town

AFP, Baghdad

The Iraqi army retook the last town in the country still held
by the Islamic State group vesterday as the jihadists' self-
proclaimed "caliphate" faced collapse on both sides of the

border with Syria.

The lightning recapture of the small Euphrates valley town
of Rawa in an offensive launched at dawn came as the
jihadists were also under attack for a second day in the last
town they still hold in Syria, Albu Kamal just over the border.

The Islamic State group (IS) has lost 95 percent of the
cross-border "caliphate" it declared in Iraq and Syria in
2014, the US-led coalition fighting it said on Wednesday.

[ts losses include all of its major bastions, virtually con-

fining it to pockets of countryside.

Government troops and paramilitary units "liberated the
whole of Rawa and raised the Iraqi flag on all of its official
buildings," General Abdelamir Yarallah of Iraq's Joint
Operations Command (JOC) said in a statement.

An army general contacted by AFP at the front had predicted
that the battle would be swift as "the majority of IS fighters who
were in the town have fled towards the Syrian border."

The JOC said appeals had been made for several days to
the town's Sunni Arab residents to listen to radio broadcasts
for instructions on what to do when the army entered.

Rawa was bypassed in an offensive by the Iraqi army that
resulted in the recapture of the strategically important
border town of Al-Qaim earlier this month.

The stretch of Euphrates valley abutting the border with
Syria has long been a bastion of Sunni Arab insurgency;, first
against US-led troops after the invasion of 2003 and then
against the Shiite-led government in Baghdad.

The porous frontier became a magnet for foreign fighters
entering Iraq from Syria, which Baghdad accused of turning a
blind eye, and a key smuggling route for arms and illicit goods.
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A supporter of Kenyan opposition leader Raila Odinga is sprayed with water by police in Nairobi, Kenya,
yesterday. Three people were shot dead in Nairobi yesterday, an AFP reporter saw, as police dispersed
thousands of opposition supporters welcoming home their leader Odinga from an overseas trip.
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UN CLIMATE CHANGE CONFERENCE

AFP, United Nations

BONN 2017

Talks wrap
up amid US
opposition

AFP, Bonn

LN negotiations on how to
implement the climate-
rescue PPans Agreement
wrap up in Bonn Friday,
after two weeks of talks
unnerved by an American
defence of fossil fuels.

President Donald
Trump's decision to with-
draw the United States
from the hard-fought
global pact cast a long
shadow over talks marked
by revived divisions
between rich and develop-
ing countries.

Key disagreements
revolve around how to share
out responsibilities for
drawing down greenhouse

The UN Security Council was expected to vote,
probably on Friday, on a 30-day extension of a
UN-led investigation of chemical weapons
attacks in Syria to allow for negotiations after
Russia vetoed a renewal of the probe.

Japan on Thursday presented a draft reso-
lution that would give the Joint Investigative
Mechanism (JIM) another 30 days as the
United States and Russia work to reach a
compromise on the future of the panel.

Russia earlier cast its 10th veto on Syria at
the council, blocking the one-year exten-
sion of the JIM as proposed in a US-drafted
resolution that won 11 votes.

A Russian-drafted resolution fell short of
the nine votes required for adoption, gar-
nering just four votes in favour.

The joint UN-Organisation for the
Prohibition of Chemical Weapons (OPCW)
panel was set up by Russia and the United States
in 2015 and unanimously endorsed by the
council, which renewed its mandate last year.

The expert team is tasked with determin-
ing who is responsible for the use of chemi-
cal weapons in Syria.

Russia has sharply criticized the JIM after its
latest report blamed the Syrian air force for a
sarin gas attack on the opposition-held village
of Khan Sheikhun that left scores dead.

Japan in UN bid to save
Syria gas attacks probe

The attack on April 4 triggered global
outrage as images of dying children were
shown worldwide, prompting the United
States to launch missile strikes on a Syrian

airbase a few days later.

Syria has denied using chemical weapons,
with strong backing from its main ally Russia.

US Ambassador Nikki Haley assailed the
veto as a "deep blow", saying: "Russia has
killed the investigative mechanism which
has overwhelming support of this council.”

"By eliminating our ability to identify the
attackers, Russia has undermined our ability

to deter future attacks."

The Japanese move however revived

hope that the JIM could be salvaged.

The draft text obtained by AFP would
renew the JIM mandate for 30 days and task
LN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres
with submitting to the council in 20 days
"proposals for the structure and methodol-

ogy" of the panel.

Japan requested a vote for Thursday, but
diplomats said it was more likely that the
council would consider the measure on Friday.

A resolution requires nine votes to be

adopted at the council, but five countries --
France and the

United States -- can block adoption with

Russia, Britain, China,

their veto power.

'Clock ticking’
for December

Brexit deal
EU tells May

AFP, Gothenburg

European Union leaders
yesterday warned British
Prime Minister Theresa
May that the "clock is tick-
ing" to make Brexit conces-
sions and it is increasingly
likely talks will fail to move
on to the next phase in
December.

Britain's impending
split threatened to over-
shadow an EU summit in
the Swedish port city of
Gothenburg that was
meant to focus on improv-
ing social standards and
seeing off the threat of
populism in the post-
Brexit future.

May expressed hopes the
bloc would respond "posi-
tively" after she met several
leaders on the sidelines,
but they all warned that
time was running out to
settle the key divorce issues,
and unlock negotiations
next month on a trade deal
and transition period.

Cambodia slams

US's unban call

AFP, Phnom Penh

Cambodia yesterday hit back at critics of its ban on the
country's main opposition, calling the United States "ring-
leaders” of an alleged coup plot by the party and threaten-
ing to build closer ties with Russia and China.

The row emerged after Cambodia's Supreme Court,
effectively controlled by strongman premier Hun Sen,
outlawed the Cambodia National Rescue Party (CNRP) and
banned more than 100 of its politicians Thursday, accusing
the party of attempting to overthrow the government.

Washington, along with the European Union,
demanded Cambodia reverse the ban and warned the disso-
lution of the party was a setback for democracy that would
strip next year's elections of legitimacy:.

But a spokesman for Hun Sen's ruling Cambodian
People's Party (CPP) said Friday the decision to dissolve the
CNRP was in line with the law, adding the country would be
fine without US support.

"If the EU and US won't assist us, there are countries like
Russia, China, Japan and South Korea who would help us
continue the democracy,” Sok Eysan told AFP, calling
Washington the "ringleaders" of CNRP's alleged coup plans.

Washington has previously rejected Cambodia's allega-
tions of American involvement in plotting to oust the gov-
ernment as baseless.

Cambodia faced a chorus of condemnation from the US,
EU and the United Nations following Thursday's ruling that
essentially allows Hun Sen's party to run uncontested in
2018 polls.
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10killedinshelling

near Damascus
AFP, Beirut

Shelling by the Syrian
regime on the rebel-held
area of Eastern Ghouta
near Damascus yesterday
killed at least 10 civilians,
among them six children,
a monitor said. The deaths
were the result of the latest
bout in an escalating cycle
of tit-for-tat attacks
between regime forces and
the rebels holding the
enclave on the Syrian capi-
tal's eastern outskirts.

Palestinian car

attackershot
AFP, Jerusalem

A Palestinian yesterday
rammed his car into two
Israeli civilians in the occu-
pied West Bank before
trying to stab soldiers and
being shot, the Israeli army
said. In a statement the
army said the attacker
drove his car into the two
Israelis near the Gush
Etzion junction in the
southern West Bank, leav-
ing them both injured.

Sicilian Mafia'Beast'

Toto Riinadies
AFP, Rome
Former "boss of bosses”

Toto Riina, one of the most
feared Godfathers in the
history of the Sicilian Mafia,
died early yesterday after
battling cancer, the govern-
ment said. Riina, who is
thought to have ordered
more than 150 murders
died in the prisoners’ wing
of a hospital in Parma in
northern Italy just before
4:00am. Nicknamed "The
Beast" because of his cruelty,
Salvatore "Toto" Riina, 87,
led a reign of terror for
decades after taking control
of the island's powerful
organised crime group Cosa
Nostra in the 1970s.

gas emissions, and the
money required to do so.

Not helping the mood,
White House officials
hosted a sideline event
with energy company
bosses Monday to defend
the continued use of fossil
fuels -- coal, oil and natural
gas -- that emit planet-
warming and climate-
altering gases when
burned.

Unsettled by America's
participation at the talks,
delegates complained that
not enough progress was
made in developing a nuts-
and-bolts "rulebook" for
executing provisions in the
Paris Agreement, which
enters into force in just
three years.

The Paris Agreement,
adopted to cheers and
champagne in 2015, com-
mits countries to limiting
average global warming to
under two degrees Celsius
(3.6 degrees Fahrenheit)
over Industrial Revolution
levels, and 1.5 C if possi-
ble, to avert worst-case-
scenario climate change.

Men feed seaqulls along the Yamuna river on a smoggy morning in New Delhi, India, yesterday.
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How much is a life worth?

THOMSON REUTERS FOUNDATION

From $7 for a Rohingya refugee to
$750 for a North Korean "slave
wife", human rights activists have
voiced concerns that it is becoming
increasingly easy to enslave another
human being as the cost plummets.

The average modern-day slave is
sold for $90-100 compared to the
equivalent of $40,000 some 200
years ago, said Kevin Bales, Professor
of Contemporary Slavery at Britain's
University of Nottingham,

"There has been a collapse in the
price of slaves over the last 50 years,"
he told the Thomson Reuters
Foundation's annual Trust
Conference in London, which
focuses on women's empowerment
and modern slavery.

Pointing to a photo of boys haul-
ing rocks in Nepal "like beasts of
burden”, he said their parents
would have sold them for $5-$10.
Children are so cheap that if they get

injured or fall in a ravine their slave
master abandons them, Bales said.
"They understand it's less expen-
sive to acquire a new child than to
call adoctor,” he added.
Bales attributed the fall in price to
the population explosion which

had "glutted the world with poten-
tially enslavable people”.
Worldwide, about 40 million
people were estimated to be trapped
as slaves in 2016, mostly women
and girls, in forced labour, sexual

exploitation and forced marriages,
with global trafficking estimated to
raise $150 billion in profits a year.

North Korean defector Jihyun Park
told how she was trafficked to China
where she was sold for 5000 yuan
($750) toan alcoholic, violent farmer.

"He said I've paid for you so you
must work. 1 spent six years as his
slave,” Park said.

Thousands of North Korean
women are believed to have been
trafficked as wives and sex workers
inside China where the one-child
policy has skewed the gender ratio.

In Bangladesh, Asif Saleh, of
development agency BRAC, said
Rohingya refugee women fleeing
Myanmar and arriving in
Bangladesh were being sold for as
little as 5 pounds ($6.60).

Aid agencies say traffickers often
exploit crises to prey on vulnerable
people separated from their families
and communities.

Nepalese nun and kung fu

teacher Jigme Wangchuk Lhamo,
who helps families displaced by the
country's 2015 earthquake, told the
conference that people were selling
their daughters, sisters and mothers
to traffickers after the disaster in
order to rebuild their homes.

"Some men just see girls as a
bunch of money," she said.

In northern Kenya's pastoralist
region, lawyer Fatuma Abdulkadir
Adan said child brides as young as
nine were sold for eight cows or
eight camels - worth about $800.

"Girls become commodities and
they have no voice, no one asks what
the girl wants," said Adan, who uses
football to help tackle child mar-
riage and female genital mutilation.

But it is not just rich countries
where girls are sold off.

Sarah, forced into prostitution as
a child in Britain, said the gang who
groomed her said she would have to
have sex every day until she had paid
offa "debt" of 75,000 pounds.
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