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India's Airtel sells
$508m stake
amid Jio fight

AFP, Mumbai
Indian telecom giant Bharti Airtel sold a
half-billion-dollar stake in its mobile tower
business Tuesday to help shrink its debts as
it reels from a price war sparked by rival
Reliance Jio.

Airtel, which recently reported a 77 per-
cent slump in quarterly profits, said in a
statement that it had sold 83 million shares
worth 33.25 billion rupees ($508 million)
in Bharti Infratel.

"Bharti Airtel will primarily use the pro-
ceeds from this sale to reduce its debt," the
company said in a filing to the Bombay
Stock Exchange in India's financial capital
Mumbai.

The shares were bought by global inves-
tors and fund managers, the statement
added.

[t came a day after Idea Cellular and
Vodafone India announced the sale of
20,000 mobile phone towers to American

Tower Corp for 78.5 billion rupees as it
seeks funds to fend off Jio, which is owned
by India's richest man.

I[dea and Vodafone's Indian unit are
currently merging in a move that will see
them overtake Airtel as India's largest
telecoms operator with more than 400
million subscribers.

India's multi-billion-dollar telecoms
industry has been in a state of flux since
Mukesh Ambani launched Jio in September
2016, promising reduced tariffs and free
voice calls for life.

Jio's arrival has sparked a rush to market
consolidation as competitors try to match
the deep pockets of Jio, which is backed by
Ambani's hugely wealthy energy-to-
chemicals conglomerate Reliance
Industries.

Last month Airtel reported that its con-
solidated net profit for the quarter ending
September had fallen 77 percent on-year. It
said its debt stood at 914 .8 billion rupees.

Toshiba sells TV business
to China's Hisense

AFP, Tokyo

Struggling Japanese conglomerate Toshiba said
Tuesday it has decided to sell its television business to
China's Hisense Group as part of its efforts to restore
its balance sheet. Toshiba agreed with the Chinese
group to sell 95 percent in shares of its unit Toshiba
Visual Solutions (TVS) for about 12.9 billion yen
($114 million), itsaid in a statement.

"Toshiba has been considering structural reforms
that will ... strengthen Toshiba's financial base," the
firm said. "It has become difficult for Toshiba itself to
further invest its management resources and execute
measures to strengthen the competitiveness" of the TV
business, it said.

Accordingly, it determined that the best way to
strengthen the business is "to transfer it to Hisense".

The announcement came days after the Tokyo-
based firm said it logged a net loss of $436 million for
the fiscal first half, as it moves to complete the multi-
billion-dollar sale of its chip business.

After months of wrangling with competing bidders,
Toshiba said in September it had formally signed an
agreement to sell the chip unit for 2 trillion yen to a
consortium led by US investor Bain Capital, which
included US tech giants Apple and Dell as well as
South Korean chipmaker SK Hynix.

The chip unit brought in around a quarter of
Toshiba's total annual revenue and is the crown jewel
in a vast range of businesses ranging from home appli-
ances to nuclear reactors.
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Mes-bah-ul-Islam, head for marketing and sales at Novoair, and Sajjad Hussain, dep-
uty managing director of AB Bank, exchange documents after signing a deal at the
bank's head office in Dhaka yesterday. The credit cardholders of the bank will get
equal monthly instalment facility for up to six months for the airline's packages.

British inflation hits five-year high

AFP, London

Britain's annual inflation rate steadied at a
five-year high of 3.0 percent in October as
rising food prices offset falling motor fuel
costs, official data showed Tuesday.

The Consumer Prices Index 12-month rate
was unchanged from the level in September,
the Office for National Statistics said in a
statement. Analysts' consensus forecast had

been foraslight risein CPIto 3.1 percent.

Inflation has soared this year as a Brexit-
hit pound ramped up import costs, which
led the Bank of England to raise its key
interest rate for the first time in a decade at a
meeting earlier this month.

The BoE tightened borrowing costs to
0.50 percent from a record-low of 0.25
percent, with Britain's inflation far above
the central bank's 2.0-percent target rate.

Google was facing a broad investigation into its business
practices Monday, with American officials planning to
examine how the internet giant handles user data and
offers up search results.

Attorney General Josh Hawley of the state of Missouri
issued an investigative subpoena to determine whether
the company's actions violated state antitrust and con-
sumer protection laws.

The subpoena seeks information about Google's use of
the vast trove of data it collects, including information har-
vested from devices, online queries and credit card transac-
tions. The investigation is the latest probe of the search giant,

US state launches probe into
Google's business practices

AFP, Chicago
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Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
Bangladesh Road Transport Authority (BRTA)
Allenbury, Old Airport Road, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215
Invitation for Tender

1 Ministry/division Road Transport & Highways Division, Ministry of Road Transport & Bridges.

2 Agency Bangladesh Road Transport Authority (BRTA).

3 Purchaser name Director (Engineering), BRTA.

4 Purchaser code Not used at present.

5 Purchaser district Dhaka.

6 Invitation for Supply of Vehicle Fitness Certificate (FC) Form with high security features.

[ Invitation Ref. No, 39.03.0000.003.08.003.17-3692

8 Date 13/11/2017

KEY INFORMATION

g Procurement method OTM (International ).

" FUNDING INFORMATION | |

10 Budget and source of funds GOB Funds (Revenue).

11| Development parlners (if applicable) | N/A

PARTICULAR INFORMATION

12| Projeciprogramme code (if applicable) | N/A

13 | Project/programme name (if applicable) | N/A

14 Tender package No. GD1

15 Tender package name Vehicle Fitness Certificate (FC) Form

16 | Tender publication date 15/11/2017

17 | Tender last selling date 04/01/2018

18 Tender closing date and time 04/01/2018 on 12.00 hours BST

19 Tender opening date and time 04/01/2018 on 12.30pm BST

20 Name & address of the office(s) BRTA, Allenbury, Old Airport Road, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215.

- Selling tender document ( principal) Director (Engineering).
- Selling tender document (others) MNIA _
NO CONDITIONS APPLY FOR SALE, PURCHASE OR DISTRIBUTION OF TENDER DOCUMENTS
- Receiving tender document Director (Engineering), Allenbury, Old Airport Road, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215.
- Opening tender document Director (Engineering), Allenbury, Old Airport Road, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215.
21 Place/date/time of MNIA
Pre-tender meeting (optional) Date Time
INFORMATION FOR TENDERER
22 Eligibility of tenderer o Overall experience of supply of goods and related services for 10 (ten)
Years Mmimirmuee;
« The satisfactory completion of supply of similar goods of minimum BOT
120 or equivalent USD under maximum 2 (two) contracts in the last 5
(five) years;
* The minimum available amount of liquid asset or working capital or credit
facility shall be BDT 75 million or equivalent USD.

23 Brief description of goods or works High Security Vehicle Fitness Certificate (FC) with security features.

24 Brief description of related services Form-feed facility shall be made along both edges (Sprocket Holes) of the
certificate to make it automatically feed into the dot-matrix printer for variable
printing purpose.

25 Price of tender document (Tk) BOT 5,000 to be paid through Treasury Challan in Bangladesh Bank to the
Account Code No. 1/504 3/0000/2366 in favour of Chairman, BRTA.,

26 Lot No. Identification of lot Location Tender security amount Completion time in

(Tk) weeks/months
1 Vehicle Fitness Certificate BRTA HQ, 2 million BOT or 3 years through 1-3 yearly
) Form Dhaka-1215 equivalent USD supply

PURCHASER DETAILS

30 Name of official inviting tender Md Nurul Islam.

31 Designation of official inviting tender Director (Engineering), ERTA.

32 Address of official inviting tender BRTA, Allenbury, Old Airport Road, Tejgaon, Dhaka-1215.

33 | Contact details of official inviting tender Tel: +88029115544 | +8801966622004

34 The purchaser reserves the right to reject all tenders or annul the tender proceedings.

| ‘Md Nurul Islam
GD-2460 Director (Engineering)

AKM Shaheed Reza, chairman of Mercantile Bank, cuts a ribbon to open the bank's
120th branch in Netrakona yesterday. Kazi Masihur Rahman, managing director,

was also present.

MERCANTILE BANK

with European regulators pursuing multiple investigations.

The European Union in June issued a $2.7 billion (2.4

billion euro) antitrust fine, which Google has appealed,
for unfairly highiightiﬂg its own shopping service in
search results
Google has not been acting with the best interest of
Missourians in mind,” said Hawley, a Republican run-
ning fora US Senate seatin 2018.

“There is strong reason to believe that

Abu Dhabi extends concession at
major oilfield to boost output

AFP, Abu Dhabi

The Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNQOC) said
Tuesday it had signed an agreement with US and
Japanese oil firms to extend their concessions and
boost output at the emirate's biggest oilfield.

ADNOC said in a statement it signed the agreement
with US giant ExxonMobil and Japan's INPEX to raise
output at the Upper Zakum offshore field by around
350,000 barrels per day to one million bpd by 2024,

The agreement extended the concession of the two
companies by a decade to end by 2051.

Located 83 kilometres (52 miles) northwest of Abu
Dhabi, Upper Zakum is the world's fourth-largest
oilfield and the second-largest offshore, containing
almost half of the United Arab Emirates' proven
reserves -- nearly 100 billion barrels.

"This agreement is another milestone in our efforts
to forge partnerships that bring technology, expertise
and capital aimed at delivering greater economic value
and levels of recovery from our resources,”" ADNOC
CEO Sultan al-Jaber said.
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Bangladesh Election Commission

Identification System for Enhancing Access to Services (IDEA) Project
Nirbachan Bhaban (Floor-8), Agargaon, Dhaka

Invitation for Tenders

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

1 Ministry/Division Bangladesh Election Commission.
2 Agency Election Commission Secretariat,
3 Procuring entity name Identification System for Enhancing Access to Services (IDEA)
Project.
4 | Invitation for Supply and installation of office and training equipment.
9 Invitation Ref No. BEC/IDEA/G10.6
6 Date Issued on 13 November 2017.
KEY INFORMATION
7 Procurement method National open tendering method.
FUNDING INFORMATION
8 Budget and source of funds Waorld Bank IDA Credit.
9 | Development partners World Bank.
PARTICULAR INFORMATION
10| Project/programme code 4938.
i Project/programme name Identification System for Enhancing Access fo
] | Senvices (IDEA) Project.
12 Tender package No. G10.6
13 Tender publication date 14 November 2017,
14 Last date of tender selling 28 November 2017 at 5.00pm (BST).
Date Time
15 Tender closing date and time 29 November 2017 2.00pm
16 Tender opening date and time 29 November 2017 2.30pm
17 Name & address of the office(s) Address
-Selling and receiving tender document | Procurement Department of Identification System for
Enhancing Access to Services (IDEA) Project,
| Nirbachan Bhaban (Floor-8), Agargaon, Dhaka.
18 Place/date/time of A pre-tender meeting shall not be held.
Pre-tender meeting
INFORMATION FOR TENDERER
19 Brief eligibility of tenderer The tenderer shall have
(a) The maximum Zero number of arbitration against the bidder over a
period of last five years
(b) The bidder shall have a minimum of five years of overall
experience in the supply of goods and related services.
(c) The minimum supply of goods is: BDT 40,00,000 (forty lac) or
above IT product (computer hardware/software) supply to government
departments or reputed national/international organisations in last 5
(five) years.
(d) The bidder shall have successfully completed minimum one
number supply contract of similar goods and related services within
last five years.(i.e. years counting backward from the date of
publication of IFT in the newspaper) amounting to BDT 36,00,000
(thirty-six lac).
(e) The minimum amount of liquid asset or working capital or credit
facility is BDT 45,00,000 (forty-five lac).
20 Brief description of related | Supply and installation of office and fraining equipment.
SErVICEs
21 Price of tender document (Tk) BDT 2,000.00 (two thousand) only.
22 Lot |dentification of lot Location Tender security Completion time
No. amount (Tk) in weeks
1 Supply and installation | IDEA Project, Nirbachan | BDT 1,50,000 (one 2 weeks
of office and ftraining Bhaban (Floor-8), lac fifty thousand)
equipment Agargaon, Dhaka
23 Name of official inviting tender Mohammed Saidul Islam.
24 Designation of official inviting tender Project Director,
25 Address of official inviting tender Identification System for Enhancing Access to Services
(IDEA) Project, Nirbachan Bhaban (Floor-8), Agargaon,
Dhaka.
26 Contact details of official inviting tender Telephone: 880-2-55007571
E-mail: pd.idea.bd.{@gmail.com
27 | The procuring entity reserves the nght to reject all tenders or annul the tender proceedings.
Mohammed Saidul Islam
Brigadier General
GD-2453

Project Director




