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Cantonment and
power bills
placed in House

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Electricity Bill, 2017, was placed in
parliament last night keeping a provi-
sion for a maximum of five years'
imprisonment along with the highest
fine of Tk 5 lakh for using electricity
illegally.

State Minister for Power, Energy
and Mineral Resources Nasrul Hamid
placed the bill in the House, with
Speaker Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury
in the chair.

The Jatiyva Sangsad later sent the
bill to the parliamentary standing
committee concerned for scrutiny
and to report within 30 working
days.

The proposed law will replace the
existing Electricity Act, 1910. The bill
is aimed at ensuring power genera-
tion and quality service, developing
the power transmission and distribu-
tion systems, and preventing power
pilferage at residential, industrial and
commercial establishments.

Meanwhile, the Cantonment Bill,
2017, was also placed in parliament
yesterday with provisions for tougher
punishments for violating the law,
including delaying construction of
buildings and breaking traffic rules in
cantonment areas.

Law, Justice and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister Anisul Huq placed
the bill in the House.

The Jatiya Sangsad later sent the
bill to the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs Ministry for
scrutiny and asked to report within
30 working days.

The new bill has been prepared
reorganising and amending the
Cantonment Act, 1924, to make it
more time-befitting, the minister told
the House.

B'baria-style plot
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others were injured after police fired
rubber bullets and teargas shells to
restore law and order.

Titu's family keeps saying that he is
innocent and is being framed.

Asaduzzaman was talking to report-
ers at the capital's Ramna Police
Convention Centre after joining a
reception accorded to the police mem-
bers who put up the first resistance
against Pakistani occupation forces at
Rajarbagh on March 26, 1971.

On October 30, 2016, religious
bigots vandalised Hindu houses and
temples in five villages of Nasirnagar
upazila in Brahmanbaria following a
rumour that a Facebook post
demeaned the Holy Kaaba.

Asaduzzaman said an investigation
was underway to find out the reason
behind Friday's mayhem and to iden-
tify the attackers.

Replying to a question, he said
police could not prevent the incident
as the number of attackers was much
higher than that of the law enforcers,
"Several thousand people launched
the attack together.”

Earlier in the day, the minister vis-
ited Thakurpara village in Rangpur.

Talking to reporters there, he said
the law enforcers arrested Titu from
Nilphamari.

He said police carried out their
duties accordingly and the culprits
would be brought to justice.
"Bangabandhu's Bangladesh is a non-
communal country and no one can
carry out conspiracies here.”

On Saturday morning, police filed a
case against more than 2,000 people
over the clash. The previous night, they
detained 36 people from Gangachhara
and Kotwali area.

TITU'S ARREST

Police arrested Titu from one of his
relative's house in Chirviza Golna
village in Nilphamari's Jaldhaka upazila
around 11:00pm on Monday, reports
our correspondent in the district.

Later, he was brought to Rangpur,

said Mostafizur Rahman, officer-in-
charge of Jaldhaka Police Station
Mostafizur Rahman

Police did not say what the charges
against the arrestee were. Asked, they said
they would brief about the arrest today.

Earlier, the law enforcers said their
primary investigation had found that
the Facebook post "demeaning Islam”
was uploaded from somewhere in
Rangpur's Gangachhara from the
account of one Md Titu on October 28,

They did not give any further details
of the matter.

Meanwhile, talking to our Rangpur
correspondent,

Ziton Bala, Titu's mother, and locals
said Titu could not read and write and
that they did not believe that he could
create or upload the post.

They also said Titu
Narayanganj and he never went to that
village in the last four to five years.

Meanwhile, the people of the
Hindu community in the Rangpur
village were yet to overcome the
Friday's shock. They were staying put.
This, however, was affecting them hard
as most of them are day labourers.

Police were guarding the village
around the clock.

People of nearby villages cooked

food and fed the affected ones at
Brahmanpara Government Primary

School premises.

SK Sinha's
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until a new chief justice was
appointed.

The appointment of the chief jus-
tice is an absolute prerogative of the
president under the constitution, he
added.

Amid flak from the ruling quarters
over different issues including the
16th amendment verdict, Justice
Sinha, now abroad, sent his resigna-
tion letter to the Bangabhaban on
November 10.

lived in

Rosogolla pride West Bengal's
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announced that the juicy sweet origi-
nated in West Bengal. The announce-
ment ended a two-and-a-half-year-old
bitter dispute between Odisha and
West Bengal over the origin of the
Rosogolla, our Delhi correspondent
reported.

"It has been settled under the GI Act
that authenticates a product relating to
either a geographical location or com-
munity or society," said Deputy
Controller of Patents and Designs,
Sanjay Bhattacharya.

The GI, under the World Trade
Organization, is a sign that identifies a
product as originating from a particu-
lar place.

However, despite the declaration,
there is strong disagreement over the
issue as many Bangladeshi sweet trad-
ers and consumers believe that the
sweetmeat was created by Bangladeshi

sweet-makers.

In a report, BBC Bangla Service
quoted the late veteran recipe writer
and food connoisseur Shawkat Osman
who had said that although there is no
written proof, but it is believed that the
Portuguese used to prepare cheese and
sandesh (a particular kind of sweet)
from milk in sixth century.

The Bangalee wives would then
prepare rosogolla or a form of it with
those. He added, "Kolkata's Nabin
Chandra, who is presumed to be the
maker of rosogolla, is a man from
Barisal and lived near Patuakhali.”

[t is believed that Chandra took his
recipe with him to Kolkata, the BBC
report said. Adding to Chandra's legiti-
macy is a host of fabled admirers,
including Rabindranath Tagore, who
was rumoured to have known whether
his rosgolla came from Chandra or
elsewhere by taking just one small bite.

After yesterday's Gl announcement,
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, who is in London, celebrated
the news with a tweet saying: "Sweet
news for us all. We are very happy and
proud that #Bengal has been granted
Gl (Geographical Indication) status
for Rosogolla.”

West Bengal's Education Minister
Partha Chattetjee said, "Odisha unnec-
essarily raised a dispute over the issue.”

Odisha's Science and Technology
minister Pradip Kumar Panigrahi had
told media earlier that more than one
comimittee set up to trace the origin of
'rosogolla’ pointed to 'conclusive
evidence' that the sweet existed in the
state forabout 600 years.

On the other hand, the West Bengal
government used 19-century history to
claim rosogolla was invented by Nabin
Chandra Das, a famous sweetmeat
maker, in 1868.

New cantonment
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The new cantonment is being built in
an area, where the government, of late,
has laid out a series of development
projects including building a deep-sea
port and constructing large power and
LNG units.

Replying to a question, the minister
saild the premier gave the idea of build-
ing the cantonment and that is why it is
being named after her.

According to a planning ministry
proposal, the cantonment will be built
on 1,532 acres of land, of which 567
acres has so farbeen acquired.

The land in the project area has been
formed by chars emerged there since
1975 and is devoid of human habita-
tion. As a result, no people need to be
rehabilitated or will be affected if the
cantonment is built there.

LInder the project, eight office build-
ings each up to four storeys and 12

residential buildings each up to 14
storeys will be built.

The ECNEC also okayed another
project for construction of Bheramara
(Bangladesh)- Bahrampur (India)
Second 400 KV Double Circuit
Transmission Line (Bangladesh Part)
involving Tk 189 crore.

Currently, a 500 megawatt high
voltage direct current back-to-back
station has been set up at Bheramara
and a 400 KV Transmission Line exists
from Bheramara to Bahrampur,

Bangladesh imports 500 MW elec-
tricity from India which would increase
to 1,000 MW. As part of the plan, a
second transmission line is being set up.

The ECNEC also approved another
project named Dredging at the Outer
Bar of Mongla Port Channel that would
take Tk 713 crore. The project is sched-
uled to be completed by 2019.

The planning ministry proposal says

at the entrance of the Mongla Port
Channel there is a shallow river route
called Outer Bar.

During high tide the channel has
maximum 8.5-metre draught. The
proposal says as a possibility of han-
dling and transporting goods from
India, Nepal and Bhutan through the
Mongla Port has been created, the
depth of the Outer Bar should increase.

When the Padma Bridge is open and
the Padma rail link from Dhaka to
Jessore is set up, the port's importance
will increase manifolds.

A 1,320 MW coal-based power plant
is also going to be installed there. The
navigability of the port will be
upgraded so that the channel's draught
increases to 10.5 metres.

The ECNEC yesterday approved as
many as 10 new and revised projects
including these three that would
involve Tk 3,334 crore.
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Abahani ground
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The Bengal Foundation had initially
planned to host the event at the
Army Stadium on Nov 23, but did
not receive permission from the
authorities. Later, Bengal
Foundation cancelled the festival
due to the unavailability of the
venue.

Signed by chairman of Abahani

Limited, the latest permission letter
also set some conditions for use of
the venue including getting govern-
ment permission, controlling sound
level and bearing the cost of
Abahani's athletes to practice in
another ground.

The foundation made the cancella-
tion announcement at a press confer-
ence at the Westin Dhaka in the
capital on October 22,

They also issued a press release
that said the Army Sports Control
Board (ASCB) on August 31 had
denied allotment of the Army
Stadium from November 20-28 (with
the event set for November 23-27) to
Bengal Foundation, citing the arrival
of the Pope to Bangladesh at the
same time as the reason.

When it was known that the Pope
was arriving on November 30 and his
main programme would not be held
at the Army Stadium, Bengal
Foundation reapplied for the venue
on September 9 but no progress was
made in this regard.

After getting the venue, Bengal
Foundation has applied to the cul-
tural affair ministry for government
approval for the festival.

The Abahani grounds can accom-
modate around 14,000 spectators.

Initiated in 2012, with assistance
from Kolkata's ITC Sangeet Research
Academy the first year, the Bengal
Classical Music Festival became a
marquee event of Bangladesh's cul-
tural calendar. The four-nightlong
festival featured the world's leading
exponents of Hindustani and
Carnatic Classical Music in the first
two years, with attendance numbers
reaching nearly 100,000 in the sec-
ond year.

Since 2014, the festival was
extended to five nights, and audience
numbers swelled to 1,50,000. That
year the Bengal Parampara
Sangeetalay also began its journey
with the aim of producing future
classical musicians and singers, under
the tutelage of noted classical gurus.
In 2016, the attendance rose to nearly
200,000.

Police seek
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hurled abusive words during the
journey.

The officer said when Farhad was
found on a Dhaka bound bus at
Noapara in Jessore, more than 18
hours after his wife said that he had
gone missing, he was carrying a bag
which had in it ashirt, towel, mobile
charger, some cash and other things
people usually carry during a jour-
ney.

However, no bag was seen with
Farhad as he left his building in the
footage of security cameras.

The writer claimed that before he
was released around 7:30pm near
Khulna Shibbari area, the abductors
gave him a bus ticket and told him to
oo back to Dhaka.

But the investigation found that
Farhad himself bought the ticket
from a counter of Hanif Paribahan
and said his name was Gafur,

“Farhad called his wife that day
and said he was abducted and the
abductors demanded Tk 35 lakh for
his release, which was a lie,” the
officer said.

The case statement of Farida,
Farhad Mazhar's judicial statement,
statements of witnesses including
Archana Rani, one of his employees,
and other circumstantial evidence
prove that the abduction was “false,
fabricated and concocted”, he added.

9 directors of SIBL resign
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Muinul Hasan
Asaduzzaman.

At the same board meeting, seven
independent and two shareholder
directors were appointed. The names
of the newly appointed directors could
not be known immediately.

Earlier on October 30, SIBL board
chairman Md Rezaul Haque, executive
committee chairman Md Anisul
Hoque and managing director Shahid
Hossain resigned from their posts.

Their replacements were named on
the same day, both of whom had ties to
the Chittagong-based S Alam Group
that recently purchased about 50 per-
cent stake in SIBL through 19 compa-
nies, violating the Banking Company
Act, 1991.

As per the act, an individual or a com-
pany cannot hold more than five percent
shares of a bank by itself or jointly with-
out the approval of the central bank.

Of the 19 companies, 15 used the
same office address: Al-Amin Centre,
12th floor, Dilkusha, Dhaka.

The 15 firms are Global Trading
Corporation, Lion Securities &
Investment, Portman Cements, Modern
Properties, Prasad Paradise Resorts,
Unique Investment & Securities, Hasan
Abason Ltd, Platinum Endeavours,
Dynamic Ventures, Reliable
Entrepreneurs, Paradise International,
Leader Business Enterprise, Pusti
Vegetable Ghee, Unitex Steel Mills, and

and AFM

Linitex Cement.

The other four companies are
Chittagong-based C&A Accessories,
C&A Fabrics, Marine Empire Ltd and
Shah Amanat Prakritik Gas Co Ltd.

Of the companies, six have direct
links with S Alam Group Chairman
Mohammed Saiful Alam and his fam-
ily members, according to the Office of
Registrar of Joint Stock Companies
and Firms.

Saiful and his family members are
directors of Islami Bank Bangladesh,
First Security Islami Bank, Al-Arafah
Islami Bank, Union Bank, NRB Global
Bank and Bangladesh Commerce Bank.

Anwarul Azim Arif, a former vice-
chancellor of Chittagong University,
was made the new chairman and Belal
Ahmed, vice-chairman of NRB Global
Bank, the new executive committee
chairman of the SIBL.

Belal is the son-in-law of Saiful. He
will represent Unitex Steel Mills, also a
concern of S Alam Group, in the bank's
board.

Quazi Osman Ali, additional man-
aging director of First Security Islami
Bank, was appointed the managing
director of SIBL. Saiful is the chairman
of First Security Islami Bank.

The Daily Star contacted Saiful
yesterday, but he refused to comment
on the matter.

Out of 20 directors on its board, the

SIBL has so far replaced 11 since
October 30.

]S thanks Unesco
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Minister Sheikh Hasina said during the
discussion.

She said Bangabandhu has given us
freedom. "After getting independence,
he had started work for getting eco-
nomic freedom but couldn't complete
it as he was assassinated on August 15,
1975. It is our duty to complete his
unfinished dream to build a sonar
Bangla, free from hunger, poverty and
economic disparity.”

In her half-an-hour-long speech,
the PM thanked everyone who were
involved in getting the recognition.

The PM came down heavily on
those who had banned
Bangabandhu's March 7 speech fol-
lowing his assassination.

She said Bangabandhu resurrected a
sleeping nation and transformed
into a fighting force through his extem-
pore speech. No other speech in the
world was heard so many times like the
March 7 speech of Bangabandhu.

Taking part in the discussion, the
MPs said the Bangalee nation fully
cooperated with Bangabandhu. All
government offices in the then East
Pakistan started to operate under his
instructions. He thus became the de-
facto ruler, they added.

Speaking on the resolution, ruling
Awami League MPs lambasted BNP
founder late president Ziaur Rahman,
BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia and Jatiya
Party Chairman HM Ershad for banning
the March 7 speech while they were in
state power in different times following
assassination of Bangabandhuin 1975.

Parliament adopted the resolution
following Unesco's inclusion of
Bangabandhu's March 7 speech in the
Memory of the World International
Register, a list of world's important
documentary heritage maintained by
the UN body.

Unesco Director General Irina
Bokova announced the decision on
October 30 atits headquarters in Paris.

On March 7, 1971, Bangabandhu in
his fiery speech called on the freedom-
loving Bangalees to wage a decisive
struggle against the Pakistani oppres-
sors. The speech set the tone for the
Liberation War that would officially
begin later that month on March 26.

While placing the resolution under
section 147 (1) of the rules of proce-
dure of parliament, Tofail said it is
proved now that the March 7 speech of
Bangabandhu is the best speech in the
world.

“The 18-minute-long extempore

speech of Bangabandhu served as the
ultimate source of inspiration for the
countless freedom fighters. The speech
was a clear indication of the Liberation
War. No speech in the world was cited so
many times like the March 7 speech of
Bangabandhu,"” reads the resolution.
“Ebarer sangram amader muktir
sangram, ebarer sangram amader
swadhinatar sangram |The struggle this
time is a struggle for emancipation, the
struggle this time is a struggle for inde-

pendence],” Bangabandhu proclaimed
in a thunderous voice at a mammoth
rally at the Racecourse Maidan (now
Suhrawardy Udyan) that day.

"The March 7 speech of Bangabandhu
sparked not only the Bangalee people but
also the world's conscience. Unesco's
recognition of Bangabandhu's March 7
speech has proved this,” Tofail said in the
resolution.

Participating in the discussion,
lawmakers highlighted various aspects
and significance of the March 7 speech
in creating a new nation -- Bangladesh.

They said the speech would remain
as a milestone in the history of inde-
pendence of Bangladesh.

The MPs also said Bangabandhu's
March 7 speech is one of the few
speeches that changed the course of
history and created a new nation.

In her speech, Opposition Leader
Raushan Ershad called upon the
Awami League to spread
Bangabandhu's spirit among all and
not confine it to the limits of the party.

Let him
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have two parties right? How long I can
tell her lies about the incident?”

[n her letter, she further emphasised
Mubashar's significance to his father.
“As far as | know him, he won't be able
to remain well without him for long.
Please take steps to bring back
Mubashar for the sake of his father and
daughter at least, please. If need be, he
won't do any jobs, but return him back
to his father and daughter,” she added.

Talking to The Daily Star yesterday,
Mubashar's sister Tamanna said the
law enforcement agencies only told
them that “they are trying [to find
Mubashar]|”.

Mubashar Hasan disappeared after
leaving his workplace at around
4:30pm on November 7. Police said he
last talked with someone over his
mobile phone at 6:41pm when he was
near Lions Eye Hospital in Agargaon.
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ing polls.

deployed.

Talukdar said yesterday.

No decision yet

Talukdar on Monday told reporters

there, but the method of deployment was not decided yet.
He said this a day after BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia

demanded army deployment with magistracy power dur-

Talukdar, talking to reporters in the capital's Nirbachan
Bhaban yesterday, reiterated what he said on Monday.

“I talked to other commissioners and their realisation is
that the army should be deployed. 1
that there should be army to meet public expectations.”

He, however, admitted that the decision over the matter
was yet to be taken in an EC meeting,.

Time will say how, and in which format, the army will be

Meanwhile, the acting EC Secretary Helal Uddin Ahmed
said the commission would come to a decision after elec-
tion schedules are announced.

“Westill have a yearin hand [before the election],” he told BSS.

About the possibilities Cnfgiving magisterial authority to
army during polls, he said, “No election in the ¢ t:rumry saw
the deployment of army having magistracy power.”

Ahmed also said the commission was vet to decide
whether to use Electronic Voting Machines (EVM).

JAMAAT LEADERS TO BE BARRED FROM POLL
Identified Jamaat leaders will not be allowed to contest the
elections even if they run as independents, Mahbub

“The Election Commission will not accept identified
Jamaat leaders. The commission will properly examine if any
Jamaat leader wants to contest the election independently.”

Talukdar, however, did not say whether the commission
will formulate a law in this regard.

that army would be
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