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SOUTH CHINA SEA DISPUTE

India wants rules
based security

THE TIMES OF INDIA, Manila

crucial area," he said.

The 10-nation Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(Asean) is considered one of the most influential groupings
in the region and India and several other countries including
the US, China, Japan and Australia are its dialogue partners.

In a clear reference to the South China Sea (SCS) dis-
pute which has cast a shadow over the summit talks, PM
Modi said India will continue its support to the ASEAN
for establishing a rules-based security architecture in

the region.

"India assures the Asean of its steady support towards
achieving a rules-based regional security architecture that
best attests to the region's interests and its peaceful develop-

ment," he said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi yester-
day called for intensifying regional
cooperation to effectively deal with
terrorism and pitched for a rules-based
security architecture for the resource-
rich region, seen as a veiled reference to
China's expansionist posturing in the
Indo-Pacific.

In an address at the Asean-India summit here, PM Modi
identified terrorism and extremism as the major challenge
facing the region and said time has come for the countries of
the region to join hands to collectively deal with it.

"We have individually strived very hard to fight terror-
ism and violent extremism. It is time that we jointly
address this challenge by intensifying cooperation in this

Trudeau airs
concern on
Philippine
killings

AFP, Manila

Justin Trudeau tackled
Philippine President
Rodrigo Duterte over allega-
tions of extrajudicial killings
in Manila's deadly drug war,
he said on Tuesday.

The Canadian prime
minister's comments came
the day after US President
Donald Trump hailed the
"great relationship" he
enjoys with Duterte in a
meeting the Philippines
government said did not
touch on human rights.

"I also mentioned human
rights, the rule of law, and
specifically extrajudicial
killings as being an issue that
Canada is concerned with,"
Trudeau told reporters in
Manila, recounting a conver-
sation with Duterte.

'We know what
you are doing'

British PM to Russia

CNN

UK Prime Minister Theresa May has
mounted a stern attack on Russia, claim-
ing that it interferes in elections and
plants fake news stories to sow discord
and undermine Western institutions,

In a significant escalation of rhetoric,
May accused Moscow of attempting to "weaponize infor-
mation" as part of a "sustained campaign of cyberespionage
and disruption." Russia's actions were "threatening the
international order,” she said.

"We know what you are doing. And you will not succeed.
Because you underestimate the resilience of our democra-
cies, the enduring attraction of free and open societies, and
the commitment of Western nations to the alliances that
bind us,” May said in a speech at the annual Lord Mayor's
Banquetin London on Monday.

Since its annexation of Crimea, May said Russia had
fomented conflict in eastern Ukraine, violated airspace of
European countries, and hacked the Danish ministry of
defense and the German Parliament. May said Britain
would act to defend itself. "The UK will do what is necessary
to protect ourselves, and work with our allies to do like-
wise, " she said.

CNN, Tripoli

"Eight hundred," says the auctioneer.
"900 ... 1,000 ... 1,100 ..." Sold. For
1,200 Libyan dinars -- the equivalent of
$800.

Not a used car, a piece of land, or an
item of furniture. Not "merchandise”
at all, but two human beings.

One of the unidentified men being
sold in the grainy cell phone video
obtained by CNN is Nigerian. He
appears to be in his twenties and is
wearing a pale shirt and sweatpants.

He has been offered up forsale as one
of a group of "big strong boys for farm
work," according to the auctioneer, who
remains off camera. Only his hand --
resting proprietorially on the man's
shoulder -- is visible in the brief clip.

After seeing footage of this slave
auction, CNN worked to verify its
authenticity and travelled to Libya to
investigate further,

Carrying concealed cameras into a
property outside the capital of Tripoli
last month, we witness a dozen people
go "under the hammer" in the space of
six Or seven minutes.
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Migrants rescued from the Mediterranean arrive at a naval base in Tripoli in October.

People for sa

"Does anybody need a digger? This is
a digger, a big strong man, he'll dig,” the
salesman, dressed in camouflage gear,
says. "What am I bid, whatam I bid?"

Buyers raise their hands as the price
rises, "500, 550, 600, 650 ..." Within
minutes it is all over and the men,
utterly resigned to their fate, are being
handed over to their new "masters."

After the auction, we met two of the
men who had been sold. They were so
traumatized by what they'd been
through that they could not speak, and
so scared that they were suspicious of
everyone they met.

CRACKDOWN ON SMUGGLERS
Each year, tens of thousands of people
pour across Libya's borders. They're
refugees fleeing conflict or economic
migrants in search of better opportuni-
ties in Europe.

Most have sold everything they own
to finance the journey through Libya to
the coast and the gateway to the
Mediterranean.

But a recent clampdown by the
Libyan coastguard means fewer boats
are making it out to sea, leaving the
smugglers with a backlog of would-be

PHOTO: AFP

le in auction

passengers on their hands.

So the smugglers become masters, the
migrants and refugees become slaves.

The evidence filmed by CNN has
now been handed over to the Libyan
authorities, who have promised to
launch an investigation.

First Lieutenant Naser Hazam of the
government's Anti-Illegal
[mmigration Agency in Tripoli told
CNN that although he had not wit-
nessed a slave auction, he acknowl-
edged that organized gangs are operat-
ing smuggling rings in the country.

"They fill a boat with 100 people,
those people may or may not make it,"
Hazam says. "(The smuggler) does not
care as long as he gets the money, and
the migrant may get to Europe or die at
sea.”

"The situation is dire," Mohammed
Abdiker, the director of operation and
emergencies for the International
Organization for Migration, said in a
statement after returning from Tripoli
in April. "Some reports are truly horri-
fying and the latest reports of 'slave
markets' for migrants can be added toa
long list of outrages."
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People gather
around a levelled
building in the
mountainous town

Quake-hit people spend
2nd day in the open

AFP, Tehran

city of Kermanshah on Tuesday and prom-

of Darbandikhan in
Iraqi Kurdistan
yesterday, following
a 7.3-magnitude
quake that hit the
Irag-lran border
area.
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Tens of thousands of Iranians spent a sec-
ond night in the open after a 7.3-magnitude
quake struck near the border with Iraq,
killing more than 400 people.

Residents who had fled their homes
when Sunday's quake rocked the mountain-
ous region spanning Iran's western province
of Kermanshah and neighbouring Iraqi
Kurdistan braved chilly temperatures as
authorities struggled to get aid into the
quake zone.

Iran has declared Tuesday a national day
of mourning as officials outlined the most
pressing priorities and described the levels
of destruction in some parts as "total".

President Hassan Rouhani visited the

ised that the government would move
swiftly to help those left homeless by the
disaster.

"I want to assure those who are suffering
that the government has begun to act with
all means at its disposal and is scrambling to
resolve this problem as quickly as possible,”
he said.

Rouhani said that all aid would be chan-
nelled through the Housing Foundation,
one of the charitable trusts set up after the
[slamic revolution of 1979 that are major
players in the Iranian economy,

The head of the elite Revolutionary
Guards, Major General Mohammad Ali
Jafari, said the immediate need was for
tents, water and food.

NEWSIN
brief

N Korea soldier shot
siXx times

AFP, Seol

A North Korean soldier
involved in an extremely
rare and dramatic defec-
tion to the South was shot
six times by his own side as
he drove to the heavily
guarded border and ran

across under a hail of
bullets.
HEPEI' Scraps power

deal with Chinese firm

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal has cancelled an
agreement with a Chinese
company to build the
largest hydroelectric plant
in the impoverished land-
locked country, which
suffers from chronic
energy shortages.

The project, agreed in
June, would have nearly
doubled Nepal's current
hydropower production
and cost an estimated $2.5

billion.

Trump Jr
releases texts
to Wikileaks

AFP, Washington De¢

President Donald Trump's
son released Monday a
series of messages he had
with WikiLeaks after a
report suggested he had
secretly liaised with the
group that published
Hillary Clinton's emails
during last year's election.
Donald Trump, Jr
revealed what he said was the
"entire” chain of Twitter
direct messages with
WikiLeaks between
September 2016 and July this
year, in which the anti-
secrecy group sought to feed
information to the Trump
campaign and enhance the
impact ofits Clinton releases.
Trump Jr's release, also
done on Twitter, shows
about a dozen messages
from WikiLeaks to him, and
what he called "my whop-
ping 3 responses.”
WikiLeaks is shown
informing Trump Jr of a new
anti-Trump website, urging
his father to tweet about
WikiLeaks's Clinton files
and advising that, if he loses
the election, Trump should
challenge the result.
The group also asks Trump
Jr to provide his father's tax
returns because "it will dra-
matically improve the percep-
tion of out impartiality” while
boosting the impact of its
Clinton materials.
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