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Every step of the harvest has 'over the

millennia' been woven into the a

cultural fabric that is Bangladesh, and

this is despite the layers and layers of
upgrades that were brought by tech-
nology.

Sure, tractors and combine har-
vesters have taken over rice fields
now. But the festival in question has
seen days when individual strands of
rice were cut with wooden sickles,
one after one after one. Hard labour
would drive oxen to tread and thresh
stacked husks of rice and the journey
of a singular grain of rice would just
begin.

Now a rare artifact of Bengali

culture, the koola was once used to
filter out impurities and the villages'
see-sawing dhenki or a domestic rice-
mill to remove unwanted layers of
bran and hulls. While many of these
practices have been let go to make
way for better techniques, like the use
of pedal threshers, many still choose
traditional ways of harvest. Whichever
the path, an extensive process of
reaping, drying and milling allows the
new grain of Nobanno to finally be
obtained and stored in jute bags and
silos.

But the new crops don't come
empty-handed. They bring with them
happiness for farmers and an abun-
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dance of food. This invites business
and livelihood for traders and mer-
chants and they rejoice in the face of
economic solvency, as simply put a
good yield of rice means more money
for the farmer's coming year.

While Nobanno was deemed the
Bengali New Year till the reign of
Emperor Akbar, the enthusiasm
behind the festival has waned much
since then. Still, many villages host
Nobanno fairs and display handi-
crafts by rural artisans. Newly har-
vested crops made into puffed or
flattened rice also make an appear-
ance, along with the season's deli-

cacy- jaggery.



