DHAKA TUESDAY NOVEMBER 14, 2017, KARTIK 30, 1424 BS

1.2 tonnes of
jatka seized
in Barisal

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Man sued over
Tk 41cr graft

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Law enforcers yesterday
seized 1.2 tonnes of jatka
(hilsa less than 10 inches)
in Barisal yesterday.

Barisal Airport police
seized a truck with 400kg
of jatka in Barisal city. A
mobile court sentenced
two fish traders, who
were transporting the
hilsa fries by the truck, to
one year's imprisonment
each.

Meanwhile, Bangladesh
Coast Guard seized 600kg
of jatka in Galachipa and
Rangabali areas in
Patuakhali. In another
drive in Dudhal launch
chat area of Hijla upazila,
the team seized 200kg of
jatka.

All the fish fries were
distributed among local
orphanages and
madrasas.

ofincome.

The Anti-Corruption Commission yesterday sued a man
named Sheikh Mohammad Ali alias SK Mohammad Ali for
amassing wealth worth Tk 41 crore beyond his known source

The man came to light three years ago when he was
arrested with 61.5kg of gold in Dhaka.

ACC Deputy Director Jalal Uddin Ahmed filed the case
with Ramna Police Station.

According to the case statement, Ali submitted his wealth
statement to the ACC on August 31, 2016, fifty days after it
issued a notice to do so.

In the wealth statement, he stated that his movable and
immovable properties were worth Tk 25.9 crore and Tk 4.88
crore respectively.

However, the ACC, in its the investigation, found that Ali
spent Tk 95 lakh for his six-storey building in Sylhet and
bought a 10-katha plot at Purbachal New Town for Tk 30
lakh. But, he did not mention it in his wealth statement.

Besides, in 2014, Customs Intelligence seized gold bars
weighing around 61.5kg, Saudi riyal worth over Tk 3.29
crore and Bangladeshi currencies worth Tk 5.59 crore from
Ali's two flats in the capital's Purana Paltan. The agency later
filed a case with Paltan Police Station in this connection.

The FIR reads, "It is apparent that Ali smuggled gold into
Bangladesh, stored itin his flats and sold it to local markets.”

The ACC found that Ali concealed the information about
the gold bars, and foreign and local currencies.
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The absence of a proper drainage system and routine maintenance has taken a toll on nearly a three-kilometre stretch of Rajshahi-Dhaka
highway from the railway station in Rajshahi city. The vital road has been in this state for several years. The photo was taken on Sunday.
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina holds a copy of the book on Bangabandhu's 7th :

March speech at her office yesterday after unveiling it along with its versions of

e-book and mobile application.
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Give priority to research

President asks BSMMU

LINB, Dhaka

President Abdul Hamid yesterday asked
the Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical
University (BSMMU) authorities to give
priority to medical research alongside
providing health care services to
patients.

He made the call when an eight-member
BSMMU delegation, led by its Vice
Chancellor Prof Dr Kamrul Hasan Khan,
met him at Bangabhaban, said a press
release of the president's office.

Mentioning that physicians have a
huge social responsibility, the President

said they must be aware of the latest tech-
nology as the medical sector is being
modernised rapidly.

Describing BSMMU as a specialised
institution, he called upon the authorities to
take steps to make common people aware of
different diseases and ensure their treat-
ment.

Prof Dr Kamrul Hasan Khan apprised the
president of the overall BSMMU activities,
saying the medical university gives health
care services to around 8,000 outpatients
every day.

He also invited the president to join the
third convocation of the university.

PM unveils
book on
Bangabandhu's
March 7 speech

BSS, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday unveiled
an analytical publication
on Bangabandhu's historic
7th March speech, its e-
book edition and mobile
application.

The publication titled
“Bangabandhur Sat-e
March Er Bhashon:
Rajneetir Mahakabyo”
(Bangabandhu's 7th March
Speech: An Epic Poem of
Politics) is a publication
compiling analysis of the
renowned political com-
mentators, analysts and
academic personalities.

Each of them wrote 26
sentences on the Father of
the Nation's historic speech.

The prime minister
launched the book at the
beginning of the weekly
cabinet meeting at the Prime
Minister's Office yesterday.

Prof Mustafa Nur-Ul
Islam, Abdul Gaffar
Chowdhury, Prof Emeritus
Dr Anisuzzaman, Prof
Muntasir Mamun, Prof
AAMS Arefin Siddique, Dr
SA Malek and Selina
Hossain are among those
whose comments were
incorporated in the book.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina wrote its preface
saying the speech of
Bangabandhu embodied
the heartfelt demand of the

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4
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Tax disproportionate
to c1vic services

JP lawmaker Kazi Firoz tells JS; criticises govt for raising holding
tax in cities; says it would overburden house owners

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

An opposition lawmaker vyesterday
bitterly criticised the government in
parliament for increasing the holding
tax in different city corporations ahead
of the upcoming general election.

Taking the floor on a point of order,
Jatiyva Party lawmaker Kazi Firoz Rashid
told the House that the ruling party would
have to pay dearly for raising the tax.

"We are yet to realise what kind of
mistake has been made by increasing
the holding tax ahead of the general
election,” he said. "The government
will see the adverse impact... when
people would not vote for the ruling
party in the election."

The lawmaker also said many people
shared their grievances with him and
said they would give a befitting reply in
the upcoming 11th parliamentary polls.

In late last month, the Bangladesh
House and Flat Owners Association

lodged its protest against the increase
of holding tax which, it claimed, would
impose an excessive burden on Dhaka
residents as the government raised the
tax by 700-900 percent.

Questioning the move, Kazi Firoz
said, “Why didn't you raise the holding
tax in the past? Why did you do this
when the election comes closer? Who
are the people inside the government
that took such a suicidal decision? |
think they did it to destroy the popular-
ity of the incumbent government.”

Though the P is the main opposition
in parliament, it shares three ministries
in the Sheikh Hasina-led cabinet.

Describing the "sorry state" of ser-
vices in Dhaka, the JP lawmaker said the
government did not increase civic ame-
nities but raise holding and other taxes.

Citing an example of the impact of
the tax rise, Rashid said, “A house owner
in Old Dhaka used to pay Tk 9 lakh but

now the owner will have to give Tk 65
lakh due to the increase of holding tax.”

The city goes under knee-deep water
during the rainy season, compelling
the educational institutions authorities
to shut down their institutions, he said.
“But the government didn't take any
measures to address the problem.”

The lawmaker also criticised the
authorities of the two Dhaka city cor-
porations for their "failure” in address-
ing the mosquito menace and garbage
management problem.

He advised the government to
increase the holding tax in posh areas,
including Baridhara and Gulshan.

“The residents of those areas use a
huge amount of water for washing their
vehicles and tending to their gardens.
Tax can be increased in those areas
because they get Tk 1 lakh by renting
each flat,” he said.
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