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Communal group
behind changes

TIB study finds influence, misuse of power
in making changes to textbook contents,
anomalies in publication, distribution

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

ideologies of communal forces as well as of

The National Curriculum and Textbook
Board made changes in several school text-
books of this year under pressure from a
communal group, according to a study of
Transparency International Bangladesh.

Sixteen pieces were omitted from five
textbooks of primary and secondary levels
and they include eleven poems that were
removed to meet the demand of that partic-
ular communal group, it said.

[n the absence of a clear policy on formu-
lating curriculum and manuscripts,

the party in power come into play in the
selection of topics and words of textbooks,
stated the TIB report.

[t also found that the process of formulat-
ing manuscripts by the NCTB and the publi-
cation and distribution of textbooks are
riddled with irregularities and corruption.

Besides, a section of NCTB officials and
staff are involved in malpractices. The insti-
tution is also plagued by manpower short-
age and needs experts and skilled hands.

The graft watchdog yesterday launched

the SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

EC favours
deployment
of army

Decision later on
how troops will be
engaged in polls

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The army will be deployed
in the next general election
but the method behind the
deployment has not been
decided vet, said Election
Commissioner Mahbub
Talukdar.

Speaking to some
reporters at the Election
Commission yesterday, he
said there remained a "but”

as the time has not come
yet to say how the army

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3 -

- POLLS-TIME GOVT

éAL, BNP firm on
their stances

. MOHAMMAD AL-MASUM MOLLA and
" PARTHA PRATIM BHATTACHARJEE

- While the BNP sticks to its demand for holding the next
. national elections under a non-partisan polls-time govern-
. ment, the ruling Awami League insists the elections will be
" conducted as per constitutional provisions.

The AL presumes that the BNP might take to the streets

. and carry out destructive activities to press home its
. demand. Some AL leaders said the government would put
" down any such activities with an iron hand.

The BNP, however, has reiterated its call for holding a

. dialogue on the election-time government to reach a con-
. sensus on the issue.

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia at a rally in the city's

- Suhrawardy Udyan on Sunday categorically said fair elections

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2
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People including rescue personnel conduct search and rescue work following a 7.3-magnitude earth-

quake at Sarpol-e Zahab in Iran's Kermanshah province yesterday. The earthquake shook the moun- ‘

PHOTO:
AFP

tainous Iran-Iraqg border triggering landslides that were hindering rescue efforts. More on page 8.

Deadly quake kills over
400 1n Iran, Iraq

At least 7,200 injured in the world's deadliest earthquake this
year; hunt for survivors on; death toll to rise, say officials

AFP, Tehran

quake hit in Iran's western province of Kermanshah,

Teams of Iranian rescuers dug through rubble in a hunt
for survivors yesterday after a major earthquake struck
the Iran-Iraq border, killing at least 415 people and injur-

ing thousands.

The 7.3-magnitude quake rocked a border area 30
kilometres southwest of Halabja in Iragi Kurdistan
around 9:20 pm (1820 GMT) on Sunday, the US

Geological Survey said.

Many people would have been at home when the

where authorities said it killed at least 407 people and
injured 6,700.

Across the border in more sparsely populated areas of
[raq, the health ministry said eight people had died and
several hundred were injured.

Iraq's Red Crescent reported nine dead and more than
400 injured.

As dusk approached yesterday, tens of thousands of
[ranians were forced to sleep outside in the cold for a

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1
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4 BCL men
held over
gang rape,
murder

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

Police have arrested four
Chhatra League leaders in
Barguna's Patharghata
upazila for their alleged
involvement in killing a girl
after raping her around three
months ago.

The BCL central commit-
tee suspended the four yester-
day, said Jobayer Adnan Anik,
president of Barguna district
unit BCL, a pro-Awami
League student body.

The arrestees are:
Patharghata College unit BCL
President Ruhi Anan Danial,
Secretary Saddam Hossen
Chotto, Organising Secretary
Mahidul Islam Rayhan, and
A s s 1 st a nt
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RANGPUR MAYHEM

Many Hindu
families still
IN panic

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpu

Scared, the Hindus of

Thakurpara in Gangachara

of Rangpur are staying put.

They have confined
themselves to the wvillage
since Friday's attack on their
village by zealots and this is
hurting them badly as most
of them are labourers and
depend on daily work out-
side their village.

“"We are sitting idle as we
are scared of going out of the
village,” said Polash
Chandra Roy even though a

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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BECAUSE WE DIDN'T PUBLICIZE,
YOU HEARD WRONG ABOUT US...

Recently, some negative news related to NRBC Bank has
been published on some daily newspapers which were
misleading and not determined of facts. A bank is a
sensitive financial institution, where publishing of such
negative news may cause pervasive anxiety among its
customers. On behalf of NRBC Bank, we condemn and
express our grievance against those anomalous and ill

Different complaints mentioned against the bank are not
based on facts. The new generation modern technology
based bank has already achieved people's trust through
its excellent banking services. The bank is providing
customer services through its 55 branches across the
country. For the kind information of our customers and
well wishers, we present some indicators of our growth

* As a leading 4th generation bank, the bank is serving
its 1,56,000 customers through 55 branches.

* The bank has been ranked 5th in Bangladesh Bank
SME Loan Disbursement Rating for its outstanding
success though it is a new generation bank.

* The bank has never been fined a single Taka from its
inception by its regulatory body.

* The bank received Letter of Appreciation from
Bangladesh Bank for achieving disbursement target of
Agricultural and Rural Credit.

* Through its 394 Agent points, the bank is providing
banking services under financial inclusion to people
deprived of their rights. It is contributing to social
development of our country through its CSR activities.

¢ Till October 2017, the bank performed an export
business of USD 225.67 million (dealing 8529 export
bills) and an import business of USD 252.24 million
(dealing 7594 import L/Cs) which showed a growth rate
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country.

history of Bangladesh.

of 26.13% and 38.39% respectively from the previous year.
Through 05 money transfer services (Western Union,
MoneyGram, Xpress Money, Ria Money Transfer, Placid
Express) and banking channels the bank received foreign
remittance of USD 4.8 million from non-resident
Bangladeshis and distributed the amount to the beneficia
ries by its 55 branches and 394 agent points across the

* Focused on its service based technology, NRB Commer-
cial Bank Ltd. has been providing modem and up-to-date
banking services like Online Banking, SMS Banking, Agent
Banking and other diversified services.

* The "Wall Street Journal” published an illustrated report on
‘Agent Banking' services of this bank for the first time in the

* |t made an operational profit of Tk 172 crore in 2016 which

2017 (till June) countrywide.

to its shareholders.

was almost double from the previous year.

* The bank had Deposit of Tk 3,391 crore in 2016 (till June)
and Tk 4,703 crore in 2017 (till June).

* Amount of Loan disbursed by the bank is Tk 2,817 crore in
2016 (Jan-Jun) and Tk 3,905 crore in 2017 (Jan-Jun).

* The bank had an operational profit of Tk 61 crore in 2016
(Jan-Jun) and Tk 75 crore in 2017 (Jan-Jun).

* |t had 42 branches in 2016 (till June) and 51 branches in

* |t declared 12% dividend in 2016 (5% cash and 7% stock)

* The bank achieved Credit Rating ‘ST-3' for short term and
‘A for long term showing its financial strength and stability.
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it 1s obvious!

highest exporter

of the country,
should be a
commercially
important person of
the nation!

MOHAMMAR.
ABDULLAH ZABER

Deputy Managing Director of

Noman Group and

ZABER & ZUBAIR FABRICS BANGLADESH.
Leading the apparel business of

the group of

Saad Saan Apparels and

Noman Fashion.

employees of...

a true visionary.

one of the frontrunners of
textile-apparel business of
Bangladesh. winner of 8 consecutive
highest exporter national trophy In

fabric market.

we are proud of you.

SAAD SAAN APPARELS LTD.

creative concept/znz brand department/cip/2017



