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the receding water has increased the availability of fish.
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Fishermen busy fishing in the soft rays of the morning sun in Chenger Khal River in Sylhet yesterday. They are in a festive mood as |

BANSHKHALI UPAZILA

18 bullet-hit in AL
factional clash

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cig

At least 18 people sustained bullet injuries in a gunfight
between two factions of the ruling Awami League (AL) in
Banshkhali upazila of Chittagongyesterday.

The bullet-hit AL men were admitted to Chittagong
Medical College Hospital (CMCH), confirmed Silbroto
Barua, assistant sub-inspector of CMCH police outpost.

The gun battle started around 5:30pm following a clash
between the followers of lawmaker from Banshkhali
Mostafizur Rahman Chowdhury and local AL leader
Abdullah Kabir Liton in municipality area, said Additional
Superintendent of Police (ASP) of Chittagong (South) AKM
Emran Bhuiyan.

Liton, also a nephew of late AL leader Akhtaruzzaman
Chowdhury Babu, was heading for a programme organised
by Akhtaruzzaman Smriti Sangsad commemorating the late
ALleader. Liton s the chiefadviser of the Sangsad.

Meanwhile, followers of Mostafizur, also president of the
upazila AL unit, intercepted Liton's convoy, resulting in a
clash and subsequently a gun battle between the two groups,
said ASP Emran Bhuiyan. At least, 18 AL activists from both
the groups sustained bullet injuries, he added.

Witne: said several vehicles were also vandalised dur-
ingthe clash.

Officer-in-Charge of Banshkhali Police Station Alamgir
Hossain said on information they rushed to the spot and
brought the situation under control by dispersing the fighting.
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groups.

attempts.

The Daily Star tried to contact Mostafizur to get his ver-
sion. But he did not pick up the phone despite repeated

However, Liton, a member of Banshkhali upazila AL unit,
claimed that supporters of Mostafizur had "opened fire" on
his motorcade when they reached near Mostafizur's residence
on the way to the commemorating programme, leaving
"several of his supporters bullet-hit".

Shaheed Noor
Hossain Day

CITY DESK

The Shaheed Noor
Hossain Day will be
observed today in a befit-
ting manner, commemorat-
ing the martyrdom of a
young pro-democracy
activist during the anti-
Ershad movement in the
late 80s.

On this day in 1987, Noor
Hossain, who imprinted his
bare chest and back with
slogan “Swairachar Nipat Jak,
Gonotantra Mukii Pak” (down
with autocracy, let democracy
be freed), was gunned down
in police firing during an anti-
autocracy demonstration in
the capital's Zero Point. This
place was renamed after
"Noor Hossain Chattar
(square)”.

Juba League leader Nurul
Huda Babul and farmers'
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Govt not aware of
CJ's return date

Says law minister

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rivers must flow

freely

Experts tell BIISS seminar on Bangladesh Delta Plan

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

as an active delta must have

Chief Justice Surendra Kumar Sinha, currently abroad on a
leave, did not inform the government of his tentative date
of coming home.

“I don't know when the chief justice will come back to
the country and where he is now. The chief justice did not
inform anything to the government,” Law Minister Anisul
Hugq told The Daily Star yesterday.

Justice. SK Sinha has been on leave on health
grounds since October 3. He was scheduled to stay
abroad till today, a close aide to the chief justice had
said before.

Speaking with The Daily Star yesterday, the same per-
son said Justice Sinha is now in Singapore for treatment
and his leave will automatically extend until he returns
home.

According to a gazette notification issued by the law
ministry on October 12, Justice Md Abdul Wahhab Miah,
the most senior judge of the Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court after Justice Sinha, will carry out duties of
the chief justice till November 10 or until the chief justice
rejoins office.

, Attorney General Alam yesterday
once again said Chief Justice Surendra Kumar Sinha's
rejoining the office of chief justice after his returning home
from abroad is quite unlikely.

Amid critical backlash from the ruling quarters over the
Supreme Court's verdict on the 16th amendment, Justice
SK Sinha left for Australia on October 13, months before
his retirement in January nextyear.

The 16th amendment (scrapped by the SC verdict) to the
constitution had empowered the parliament to remove SC
judges for incapacity or misconduct.

navigable and freely flowing rivers with
all the canals and wetlands being con-
served for a sustainable economy and
ecological balance, said experts at a
seminarin the capital yesterday.

For example, reclamation of dying
canals is a must for p ing urban

hectares area, said Prof Alam. Nearly
6,000km inland river transport route is
the easiest, environment-friendly and
cheapest mode of transportation.

With only seven percent of the river
catchment areas within its territory,
Bangladesh receives 1 to 1.4 billion
tonnes of river sediment annually, he
said. The delta offers immense eco-

flooding, said me Shamsul Alam,
member of General Economics
Division (GED) of Bangladesh
Planning Commission.

Prof Alam in his keynote on the
draft, “Bangladesh Delta Plan 2100",
said the country's water bodies --
canals, ponds, haor, baor and beels --
must be excavated and preserved for
sustainable economic development.

Bangladesh Institute of
International and Strategic Studies
(BIISS) organised the seminar on
Bangladesh Delta Plan, prepared by
the Bangladesh Planning C

nomic with 65 percent
agricultural land, 17 percent forest
land, eight percent urban areas and 10
percent water bodies and wetlands.

The delta plan aims at long-term
water and food security, economic
growth and sustainable environment
while coping with natural disasters,
climate change through adaptive and
integrated strategies, said Prof Alam.

Through optimal uses of land and
water resources, the plan aims at
achieving its goal through conserva-
tion and judicious use of water,
wetlands and ecosystem, and efficient
of rivers.

since 2014, at its premises.

The world's largest dynamic delta,
Bangladesh, lies in the confluence of
three mighty rivers -- the Ganges, the
Brahmaputra and the Meghna. The
country is crisscrossed by around 700
rivers of which 57 are trans-boundary
ones -- 54 with India and the rest with
Myanmar, hesaid.

The rivers cover around 4.7 million

With the protection of vital eco-
nomic strongholds like Chandpur and
Sirajganj as the fundamental goal, the
draft delta plan identifies shipping,
marine fisheries, coastal tourism,
ocean energy (blue economy) and
renewable energy as the priorities for
future development.

Water Resources Minister Anisul
Islam Mahmud said the land-starved

Bangladesh loses 5,000 hectares of
land to river erosion annually render-
ing 50,000 families landless or home-
less, and 70 percent of them end up in
the capital forlivelihood.

With 93 percent river catchment
areas lying outside Bangladesh terri-
tory, the experts underscored the need
for basin-wide management of rivers
through negotiations with India.

State Minister for Finance and
Planning MA Mannan and Water
Resources Minister Anisul Islam
Mahmud pointed out that people were
not fully aware of the delta plan.

Citing the fate of Detailed Area Plan
(DAP) of Dhaka city and Strategic
Transport Plan (STP) of greater Dhaka
city, noted civil engineer Prof Jamilur
Reza Choudhury, who chaired the
seminar's concluding session, said
implementing the delta plan would be
aherculean task.

Spearheaded by the planning com-
mission, the delta plan is being pre-
pared in collaboration with the
Netherlands. It will soon be approved
by the government and implemented
by a commission. It will be revised
every five years.

BIISS Chairman Munshi Faiz Ahmad,
its Director General Maj Gen AKM Abdur
Rahman and Director General of
Bangladesh Water Development Board
MdMahfuzur Rahman also spoke.

3
Priyabhashini's
condition

unchanged

Say doctors
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The condition of Ferdousi
Priyabhashini, now under-
going treatment at the capi-
tal's Labaid Hospital, has
notimproved.

Doctors said they were
observing the 70-year-old
sculptor and freedom
fighter to ascertain her
condition.

“She is still at the
Coronary Care Unit (CCU),”
Saiful Islam Lenin, assistant
general manager of the hos-
pital, told The Daily Star
yesterday evening.

She was taken to the
hospital on Wednesday
afternoon from her Gulshan
residence after she fell on
the floor and hurt her leg on
Tuesday night.
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CAREER OPPORTUNITY WITH

The Baily Star

1 Front Desk Executive cum Telephone Operator

Job Responsibilities:

r Attending calls- Receiving, and responding, in pleasant manner, while trying to provide
full information, and support to the caller.

 Managing all incoming and outgoing calls via a computerized switchboard.

r Working in a team of three other front desk officers.

~ Should be able to work with MS Word and MS Excel

" Maintaining important documents, records, and files in a proper and organized manner

related to Front Desk.

r Should be good at customer relationship management.
r Should have minimum knowledge about EPBAX system.
" To assist the administrative heads of the organization.

Education:

* Minimum Graduation from any recognized university.

Experience:

r 1o 3 years practical experience.
" The applicants should have experience in any of the following areas: Executive
Assistant, Front Desk, Personal Secretary.

Additional Job Requirements:

r Age 20 to 30 years.

~ Females will get preference.

* Good communication skill.

r Excellent command over English, oral is a must.

* Proficientin MS Office and internet based applications.

How to Apply:

Interested candidates are requested to submit their complete resume with (One) recent

passport size color photo to:

HR Department

The Daily Star Centre
64-65, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue

Dhaka-1215

Email application to:

hr@thedailystar.net

Application Deadline: November 23, 2017

HC declares
Alal's oversees
travel ban illegal

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday
declared illegal the gov-
ernment's action of
obstructing BNP leader
Syed Moazzem Hossain
Alal at Shahjalal
International Airport for 17
times for going abroad
since 2013.

The court also directed
the authorities concerned
of the government not to
create any obstruction for
Alal while going abroad or
returning home in future.

The HC bench of
Justice Syed Muhammad
Dastagir Husain and
Justice Md Ataur Rahman
Khan came up with the
verdict after hearing a writ
petition filed by Alal chal-
lenging the legality of the
government decision to

BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia at Bakshibazar makeshift court premises in the capital
yesterday after she appeared before it in Zia Orphanage Trust corruption case.
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prevent him from leaving
the country.

Sagir Hossain Leon, a
lawyer for Alal, told The
Daily Star that the immi-
gration authorities had
prevented his client from
going abroad by keeping
him waiting at the Dhaka
airport for 17 times since
2013

The immigration author-
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ities also lodged 17 alterna-
tive general diaries (GDs).
The HC declared the alter-
native GDs illegal, he said.

The lawyer also said the
HC delivered the verdict
on the grounds that every
citizen has right to free
movement all over the
world.
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