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| EDITOR'S NOTE |

Thank
you

The Daily Star as a newspa-
per and its editor-publisher
individually, are the proud
recipients of the highest tax
payer award in “Journal-
ism” category for two years
in a row. This is also the
case with our sister publica-
tion Prothom Alo and its
editor-publisher, Matiur
Rahman. Our respective
owning companies, The
Mediaworld Ltd and the
Mediastar, have also been
given the highest tax payer
awards. The story does not
end there. Our printers,
Transcraft Ltd, owned and
managed by Transcom,
won the highest tax payer
award in that category and
whose owner, Latifur
Rahman and his family, has
been awarded the presti-
gious “Tax Bahadur” award.
On this occasion we
would like to thank our
readers, advertisers and
patrons but for whose sup-
port we could not have
come to where we have. We
also thank the government,
the finance ministry and
especially the NBR, for
introducing this award that
provided us with the oppor-
tunity to exhibit to our
readers and to the whole
nation that not only our

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

From left, Latifur Rahman, chairman and CEO of Transcom Group; Mahfuz Anam, editor and publisher of The Daily Star; Rokia Afzal Rahman,
chairperson of Mediaworld, the owning company of The Daily Star; and Matiur Rahman, editor and publisher of Prothom Alo, pose after being
awarded by the NBR at a ceremony in Dhaka yesterday. Latifur Rahman's family won the “Tax Icon Family” award from Dhaka, Mahfuz Anam
and Matiur Rahman became the top taxpaying journalists while Rokia Afzal Rahman received an award on behalf of Mediaworld for being
one of the top taxpayers in the print and electronic media category.

Honour for top taxpayers

Accolade for The Daily Star, Prothom Alo; 'Kar Bahadur' award for

Latifur Rahman's family, 83 other families

journalism is of the highest
order but also our financial
practices adhere to the
highest ethical standards.
As its editor and pub-
lisher I, on behalf of all my
SEE PAGE 13 COL 4

For the first time, the government yesterday
honoured 84 families from across the country
with the title “Kar Bahadur” or tax icons for
paying big amounts of tax with exemplary
compliance foralong time.

It also recognised 141 taxpayers, including

their respective sectors in fiscal 2016-17.

Board of Revenue.

76 individuals, at the national level for deposit-
ing with the state coffer large amounts of tax in

At the district and city corporation levels,
292 taxpayers were recognised by the National

In Dhaka, Khwaja Tajmahal's family is at the
top of the list of “Kar Bahadur” families, fol-

family.

lowed by ABM Shafiul Alam's family and
Transcom Group Chairman Latifur Rahman's

The government conferred the accolade on
them as part of its efforts to encourage high-
income families to pay tax properly.

The editors and publishers of The Daily Star

Import of
sugar gets
govt nod

Singapore-based firm to supply
50,000 MT; Chinese company
given Ashulia expressway job
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based Agrocorp al PTE Ltd has got the
nod to supply 50,000 tonnes of refined sugar to
Bangladesh.

The cabinet committee on purchase gave the go-ahead to
Agrocorp at a meeting at the Cabinet Division yesterday,
with Finance Minister AMA Muhith in the chair.

The company will import sugar at $465.27 per tonne as
thelowest bidderamong two.

Industries ministry officials said the government has
decided to import 1 lakh tonnes sugar to boost its stock and
keep the prices stable.

According to an official at the state-run Bangladesh Sugar
and Food Industries Corporation (BSFIC), they took the
initiative to import sugar so that the private importers can-
not hike the price by creatingan “artificial crisis”.

The BSFIC under the industries ministry produces sugar
at 15 mills by crushing locally-grown sugarcane. It also
imports sugar on behalf of the government.

Sources at the ministry said it had a stock of only 36,566
tonnes of sugar on November 2. The stock would come
down to 16,364 tonnes after distribution of sugar among
thelaw enforcement agencies.

Besides, production at the state-run sugar mills might
stand at 80,000 tonnes instead of the targeted 1 lakh tonnes
in the upcoming sugarcane crushing season due to damages
to four mills in recent flooding in the countries northern
districts.

The BSFIC is capable of producing 2.1 lakh tonnes of
sugar a year, but it can't utilise the full capacity due to a
shortage of sugarcanes.

To buy 50,000 tonnes of sugar, the corporation in
September had invited bids from international suppliers
and local refiners.
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Five-star
prison!

HINDUSTAN TIMES ONLINE

Two weeks ago, the glitzy Ritz
Carlton hotel in Riyadh was the
site of an international confer-
ence promoting Saudi Arabia as
an investment destination, with
over 3,000 officials and business
leaders in attendance.

Now the hotel is temporarily
serving as a luxury prison where
some of the kingdom's political
and business elite are being held
as part of a crackdown on corrup-
tion that may change the way the
economy works.

Government ministers, busi-
nessmen and many royals were
being held inside Ballroom B of
the luxury hotel, the New York

SEE PAGE 13 COL2

CONVICTION IN BRIBERY CASE

HC commutes jail
term of Huda
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Be fair, open in
handling trials

US urges Saudis as Riyadh rejects reports
of prince's death in graft purge

AGENCIES

The US State Department said on Tuesday it was urging Saudi Arabia to be
"fair and transparent" in its handling of any prosecutions stemming from a
sweeping corruption probe that has resulted in the arrests of dozens of top
Saudi officials.

State Department spokeswoman Heather Nauert said the United States
had no advance knowledge of the corruption crackdown that unfolded over
the weekend and resulted in the detention of members of the royal family,
ministers and investors, including prominent billionaire businessman
Alwaleed bin Talal.

"We continue to encourage Saudi authorities to pursue the prosecution
of people they believe to have been corrupt officials; we expect them to do it
in a fair and transparent manner," Nauert told a briefing. "We call on the
government of Saudi Arabia to do that."

Nauert said the United States had received assurances from the Saudi
government that it would do so, but another US official later told reporters
that she had misspoken and that they had no such assurances that they
could discuss in public.

Asked about Saudi Arabia's increasingly tough talk toward Iran and
Lebanon, Nauert pointed to what she said was Iran's destabilizing activity
and the Lebanese Hezbollah group's past record of attacks against US mili-
tary personnel.

Saudi Arabia accused Lebanon on Monday of declaring war against it because
of aggression by Hezbollah, the Lebanese Shia group backed by Iran. Saad al-
Hariri, the Saudi-allied Lebanese prime minister, resigned on Saturday, blaming
Iranand Hezbollah in his resignation speech, reported Reuters.

SEE PAGE 2 COL'5

Tremor jolts
Dhaka, some
other dists

UNB, Dhaka

A tremor jolted different
parts of the country, includ-
ing the capital, yesterday
morning,

Measuring 4.7 on the
Richter Scale, the tremor
was felt around 10:50 am,
said Maminul Islam, a
meteorologist at Dhaka
Met office.

He said the epicentre of
the 49-second quake was in
Tripura, India, some 75
kilometres off Dhaka.

However, no damage or
casualty was reported.

-
N A

”4%51 Foundation Hospital

& Diagnostic Center
PRAYER TIMING NOVEMBER 9
Fazr Zohr Ast Maghrib Esha
AN 5001245345 525 700
JAMAAT 535 115 400 530 730
SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

/ i
A FTSt cﬁﬁﬁ‘flﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁf 43 YA AR

AT W BIZeT g oo “cab et P et o @3 aRg et AfRsEe
TR G AR AT 2038-203¢ T IV I AN 050-2059 T IS F9 WL
- 03, BB & B FAWTS! A SIS AerT TIE (AR T 115 20 Frarment
iz 0 | “cibenr Prafie Zeile B oo bl T2 403 IO, GHRE © 5, B
Be FRHAEE @7 A T SiS emrr afedr e Fifoe 2 s | e
@5, By G '@ e weet o7 b8 b T e e, Hifiea S |

SR TLAST SRR WIS AR T R 9 T AT G (@G
Frafie 2ole @: qa RS JegeR “RoFe SR @ AR S e Frafe
Feile i @7 v v, T, i € TSRt o (A WS wrenl ¢ e |

& @B CHARL

CERAMIC

The High Court yesterday commuted the jail term of former
BNP communication minister Nazmul Huda to four years
from seven years in a bribery case filed during the regime of
the military backed caretaker government.

The court also directed Nazmul Huda to surrender before
the trial court within 45 days after receiving the copy of the
[HC] verdict, Anti Corruption Commission (ACC) lawyer
Khurshid Alam Khan told The Daily Star.

The HC bench of Justice Bhabani Prasad Singha and
Justice Mustafa Zaman Islam modified the lower court
judgment and sentenced Nazmul Huda to four years
imprisonment after hearing an appeal filed by Nazmul
Huda and his wife Sigma Huda challenging the lower court
judgment.
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