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Mash plays down
Subhasish spat

“Nothing serious... it can

SPORTS REPORTER
happen, especially in a
crucial moment of a

match.” That was the

immediate first reaction from

the 17th over with Rangpur needing 43 off ©
24. It all started with a yorker on middle
stump in the fourth ball, which Mashrafe -
dug out to the bowler, who shaped to throw -
at the stumps. Mashrafe gestured to the
bowler to get hack and apparently seemed :

ODI skipper and Rangpur Riders captain
Mashrafe Bin Mortaza during the post-
match briefing when his attention was
drawn to the incident involving Subhasish
Roy and himselfat a decisive point of yester-
day's afternoon Bangladesh Premier League
match at the Sylhet International Stadium.
“I think I should say sorry to him
[Subasish]. I believe that it's a part of cricket.
This kind of incident can happen. He was
right from his perspective. He wanted to win
and I also wanted to win. I don’t know what
would have been best for him but he is youn-
gerthan me, so I could have kept calm.”
Chittagong Vikings won the match by 11
runs against the Riders but in the end it was the
incident that was most discussed as everyone
was curious to know how it was possible for a
junior cricketer like Subhasish to reactin sucha
way against a player like Mashrafe, who is
universally loved and respected in the
Bangladesh cricket fraternity. Also, whether
there was any reason for Subhasish to react in
the way that he did was a point of speculation
after the match. The incident also got enough
attention in the social media, where expectedly

Subhasish was vilified for the incident.
Subhasish was brought into the attack in

Chittagong Vikings pacer Subhasish Roy gets into a heated argument
with revered Rangpur Riders skipper Mashrafe Bin Mortaza during

o sa
Chittagong fielders,

from each otherand calm things down.

Mashrafe however tried to soothe the
atmosphere during the press conference, *
and later in the night posted a Facebook -
age urging and imploring fans
notto vilify Subhasish, saying that Mashrafe :
was the one who started it and that things -
should not be taken too far against a fellow -
Bangladesh cricketer whom he considered a ;

video n

‘younger brother'.

The gloom however faded in the press -
conference once his attention was drawn to |
the date of November 8 -- the day 16 years :
ago when Mashrafe made his international -

debut against Zimbabwe in a Test in Dhaka.

“16 years... it's tough to tell the whole story
painand
hard work. To last 16 years 1 had to go through -
difficult times. Still, 1 am happy as I continue to
play. T thank those who prayed for me. -
Honestly speaking, I was not aware of the fact -
till this morning that I was going to complete
16 years in cricket. I later saw it on social media. *
Feeling good, now let's see how far I can go -

butthere has been much joy as well

from here,” said the 34-year old Mashrafe.
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charged at -
Mashrafe and came face to face and the :
especially Sikandar *
Raza, raced in to try and pull the men away -

Pacer Taskin Ahmed's match-turning three-wicket over including the run-out of Ravi Bopara (L), engineered by the bowler, delivered an 11-run
win for Chittagong Vikings over Rangpur Riders in their BPL match at the Sylhet International Stadium yesterday.
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Vikings halt Riders

SPORTS REPORTER from Sylhet

confidence from figures of three for 31
from his four overs. English medium

Subhasish to go back to his mark.
Earlier, Ronchi once again provideda
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their BPL match at the Sylhet International Stadium yesterday.

Powered by a blis-
ﬂl@ tering knock from
Luke Ronchi and a
three-wicket over
from fast bowler Taskin Ahmed,
Chittagong Vikings sealed their first
success of the Bangladesh Premier
League's fifth edition with an 11-run
win over Rangpur Riders at the Sylhet
International Stadium yesterday.
Riders were hurtling towards the
target of 167, needing another 65 from
48 ballswith seven wickets in hand until
Taskin picked up the well-set Shahriar
Nafees on 26 off 23 balls with a fast
yorker and followed that by removing
Samiullah Shenwari off the nextball.
On the hattrick delivery Taskin was
able to get his foot onto a straight drive
from Thisara Perera and the ball
crashed into the stumps at the bowler's
end with Ravi Bopara out of his crease.
The fast bowler had a performed
poorlyin the recently concluded South
Africa tour and will surely gain some

pacer Luis Reece also bowled his
slowers with great effect and picked up
two for 26 from his four overs.

Bopara's 38 off 32 balls with three
fours and a six was the highest score
while Mohammad Mithun added 23.

Lasith Malinga and Sohag Gazi
kept the Riders in the game but fast
bowler Subhasish Roy made sure the
Vikings register the win, giving away
just four runs when Rangpur needed
16 in the final over.

Riders had started poorly as they lost
Johnson Charles (1) who was trapped
leg-before by left-arm spinner Sunzamul
Islam in the first over, while Ziaur
Rahman was dismissed afterscoring 11

But the moment of the day was
perhaps the fight between Rangpur
skipper Mashrafe Bin Mortaza and
Subhashis in the 17th over as both
cricketers engaged in a verbal clash
after the bowler motioned as if to
throw the ball back at the batsman and
Mashrafe reacted by gesturing towards

flying start for Chittagong after being
asked to bat. He struck two sixes in the
very first over off Mashrafe. He reserved
his harshest punishment for left arm
spinner Nazmul Islam, whose first over
contained three sixes off Ronchi's bat
and cost 23 as Chittagong reached fifty
in 3.1 overs -- the fastest team fifty in the
history of the BPL. Soumya Sarkar,
however, failed to make an impact as he
was dismissed forseven.

Ronchi reached his fifty in just 19 balls
and continued to dominate until he was
undone by aslower delivery from Bopara
after scoring a 35-ball 78 studded with
seven sixesand as many fours.

But Chittagong, cruising on 100
fortwo in the ninth over when Ronchi
left, were unable to cash in on the
platform and added just 66 runs in
the next 11.1 overs.

Skipper Misbah-ul-Haq's 31 not out
off 32 balls and Dilshan Munaweera's
17-ball 21 were the other notable
performances.

WHACK-OMETER

Passionate fans, not so
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RONCHI VICTIMISES NAZMUL

passionate organisers

MAZHAR UDDIN and DWOHA CHOWDHURY fiom S)lhet

After a captivating five days of
ip Bangladesh Premier League
N, gD (BPL) cricket, fans in Sylhet will
e return to their usual mundane
lives without the slightest knowledge of another
sporting festival for the foreseeable future.
The sport-loving fans in the eastern headquar-
ters of the country made it quite an occasion when
the glamorous domestic T20 competition hit the

dependent on the academies, owing to which the *
player selection has been centralised when it needs
to be open forall players.

According to former Bangladesh captain Rajin
Saleh, who is also a local boy, efforts from the local :
organisers are few and far between to groom the
grassroots players, 3
"1 think it's the cricketing activities, not the infra- |
structure, that needs to improve in Sylhet and I think

there is hardly any drive from the authorities to make ©

- woBlS

Chittagong Vikings' Kiwi opener Luke Ronchi continued his terrific
hitting from their first game. It was Rangpur Riders left-arm spinner
Nazmul Islam who was at the receiving. After defending the second ball
of the third over, he smacked a length delivery over long on forsix. He

locked another one off the next ball,

city for the first time. They turned up in droves to
every game and cheered their home team Sylhet
Sixers, who also made memorable a debut in the
fifth edition of the slam-bang T20 competition.

room and launching a lofted cover drive for a magnificent six. Nazmul

changed his length and added more pace to the next ball outside off
stump but Ronchi sliced that through point for four. Clueless about

length ball and

bowl the last delivery,

The banners and posters of the seven participat-
ing teams, which are on display on the streets of
the city, might be there for another few days. But
the most disappointing aspect is that there is noth-

Ronchi was only too happy to charge down the track to lift it over long
off for the third six of the over, which produced 23.

BOPARA SLOWS IT DOWN

Chittagong were cruising on 93 for one in 8 overs when English all-
rounder Ravi Bopara was introduced into the attack. The cunning
‘medium pacer immediately realised the nature of the pitch and that
Luke Ronchi wanted pace behind the ball. The last ball of the over was a
slower ball and Ronchi, on 78 off 34, was totally deceived as he went
through his lofted drive too earry and fell to an easy catch at long on.
Bopara was successful agam inthe 11th over, |h|s ume fooling D\Ishan

ing on offer from the local organisers for any
domestic cricket or football event round the year,
letalone any international tournament.

The last time a major sporting event was held in
Sylhet was the SAFF Under-16 football tournament
lastyear, which also generated huge enthusiasm.

Butsince then there has notbeen much to talkabout
and there were hardly any activities from the local
organisers to arrange leagues and tournaments regu-
larly. Interestingly, the two main venues - the Sylhet
District Stadium and the Sylhet International Stadium -

Munaweera with a back-

cut but left a huge gap between bat and pad for me ball to hit nmher

MARRIED AND LOVING IT

Newlywed fast bowler Taskin Ahmed was on fire for Chittagong

in the 13th over

theyear.

The First Division Cricket League started in March

this year after a gap of two years. Unfortunately, it is yet
tobe completed. The First Division Football League was
lastheld in 2014. Here everything s arranged on ad-hoc
basis. The district sports association has an ad-hoc

Vikings.Starti

chase, he bowled a fast and well-directed yorker to a set Shahriar
Nafees, who was nm prepared for the gem and was late to swmg a(mss
asth

ball

‘wicket in the very nm ball when Samiullah Shenwari flicked a \ength
delivery straight down the throat of Misbahul Haq at midwicket.
Taskin was on a hattrick, and although he did not take the wicket it
was all him as he ran out Bopara with some deft footwork off the
very next delivery , deflecting Thisara Perera's straight drive with his
right foot onto the non-striker's stumps, with Bopara out of his
ground. It seems that marriage has given him a new outlook after a

torrid tour of South Africa.

committee, which has been running the show since
2014. Funnily, itis toyet form a full-fledged committee.

Sylhet produced some fine cricketers and foot-
ballers in the past but the lack of domestic competi-
tions has virtually stopped the flow of young talents.

“Players only played three matches in the
league, which is not sufficient for them. The league
must be arranged with enough time and in a
proper way for the betterment of the game,
lamented Rezaul Karim Nachon, president of the
Sylhet Cricketer's Association.

He also said that the age-level cricket of Sylhet is

Sylhet International Cricket Stadium.
authority allows us to arrange the cricket league in |
the divisional stadium, we can arrange football at -
the district Stadium”, he added. :

"1 took a day off from work to watch the BPL
game today as we hardly have any sporting events
here in Sylhet. We don't even have any domestic -
games in Sylhet which is frustrating,” said Abul .
Kalam, a car mechanic by profession.

thathappen,” Rajin told The Daily Staryesterday.
When contacted, Mahi Uddin Ahmed Selim,

The Sylhet leg of the BPL which ended yester-
day, was typified by a passionate fan response
in a region otherwise starved of international

cricket.

general secretary of Sylhet District Sports Association,
said that having only one stadium meant that they
could notarrange leagues forany sport.

“There is only one stadium in Sylhet where we

arrange cricket, football, hockey and all others
sports which is creating a huge pressure to arrange ©
the leagues be it cricket or football,” Selim said.

"We arranged school cricket last year at the

Khulna end
Sylhet streak
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Sylhet Sixers' pursuit for a
perfect home leg in the
Bangladesh Premier League

- (BPL) suffered a decisive
blow when lost against Khulna Titans by six
wickets in the last match of the first leg at the

. Sylhet International Stadium yesterday.

The home side, with three wins from as
many games, walked into the match with the

 hope of keeping their dream winning run on

debut intact. But they collapsed against some

- intelligent and at times fiery bowling from
* Khulna, only managing to post 135 for 5. They
- were never in hunt for a good total once their
* on-song opening pair of Upul Tharanga and
* Andre Fletcher were dismissed cheaply.

After hitting three consecutive fifties, left-

" hander Tharanga was out for 26. His opening
_ partner Fletcher scored only four after being part
. of century stands in the last three games. One-
* down Sabbir Rahman continued to disappoint
_ with the bat, scoring a six-ball duck. The right-
* hander charged down the wicket against a 148k
. delivery from firebrand West Indian pacer Jofra
© Archer -- who struck his compatriot Fletcher on
- the helmet with a nasty bouncer the previous over
* —butended up offeringa simple catch at mid-off.

Sri Lankan Danushka Gunathilaka tried to

- rebuild the innings with a 25-ball 26 but his
© departure left Sylhet reeling at 4-67 in 11 overs.
PHOTO: STAR FILE
. got the opportunity to bat in the last three
- games, salvaged his side a fighting total with a

Syleht captain Nasir Hossain, who hardly

* gusty unbeaten 47 off 35 balls. Nasir also
. shared 54 runs for the fifth wicket with big-
 hitting England batsman Ross Whitley, who
. hita23-ball 27 that contained a sixand a four.

Khulna  skipper was_ the
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SCOREBOARD

CHITTAGONG V RANGPUR
CHITTAGONGVIKINGS  R/B 4s/6s
RonchicZiaurbBopara  78/35  7/7
SoumyacZiaurbMashrafe 7/7  1/0
MunaweerabBopara ~ 20/17 /1
Misbahnotout 3132 10
ReececMashrafebPerera 10/16  0/0
Anamulnotout 1704 00
Extras: (Ib-1,nb-1,w-1) 3
Total:(For 4 wktsin 20 overs)166
Did not bat: Raza, Tanbir, Sunzamul,
Subhashis, Taskin.

Fallof wickets: 1-59,2-99,3- m 4132,
M w

Bowler 0
Mashiafe 4 0 za 1
Shohag 3 0 B 0
Namil 2 0 3% 0
Maingg 4 0 25 0
Shemwari 2 0 B 0
Bpa 3 0 4 2
Peen 2 0 16 1
RANGPURRIDERS R/B 4s/6s
CharleslbwbSunzaml 172 0/0

ZiaurcTanbirbSubhashis 1174 1/1
MithuncRonchibReece 2315 2/1

Bopararunout 3832 31
Nafees bTaskin 2023 30
ShenwaricMisbahbTaskin /1 0/0
PereracTanbirbTaskin  11/10 1/1
MashrafecMisbahbReecel3/12  1/0
Shohagnotout nm
Malinganotout 1w N
Extras: 1b-2, w-5) 7

Total: (For8 whisin 20 vers)155
Didnotbat: Nazmul

Fallof wickets: 1-2,2-20,3-56,4-105, 5+
105,6-105,7-119,8-134.

Bowler 0 M R W
Smzamul 2021 1
Subhashis 4 0 35 1
Tskn 4 0 31 3
Rece 4 0 26 2
Raza 2 0 16 0
Tt 4 0 4 0

Resault:ittagongVikingswanby 11runs.
Player-of-the-match: Taskin Ahmed.

SCOREBOARD

SYLHETV KHULNA
SYLHETSIXERS RUB ds/6s
TharangachrfulbMahmudulah26/24 30
FetchercMahmudulahbShaful 4/4 1/0

SabbircMahmudullahbArcher  0/6 0/0
GunathiakacWalton

bMahmudulzh %25 3N
Nasirnotout ans s
WhiteleycRossouwbAcher 27723 1/1
Nurunotout n
trs: 1b-1,w-1) 2

Total: (ForSwktsin 00vers) 135
Did not bat: K Santokie, Abul Hasan, Tajul
Isam, Mohammad Shart
FRallofwickets:1-19,2-20,3-51,4-67,5-124,

owler RW
Moshareaf 1Toomoo
Archer 40 5 2
shafil 40w
Jayed 40 w0
Mahmudulh 3 0 12 2
buthwate 4 0 M 0
KHULNATITANS RIB 4s/6s
Nazmul Tl w0
WaltonbTajul o
Kingernotout ans s

RossouwcSantokiebTajul 1917 310
MahmudullhcAbulbWhiteley27/23 11
Brathvaitenotout 16 02
trs: 1b-1,w-3) 4
Tota (For4wktsin18overs) 138
Didnotbat: I Arche,Ariful aque, Mosharta

* most successful bowler with 2-12 in his three

. overs. But it was the tall Archer who really hit
If the .

the deck on a slow wicket and finished with 2-
25 in his fourallotted overs.
Despite a couple of early blows, an unbeaten

* 47 off 36 deliveries from Michael Klinger pro-

pelled the Khulna Titans to the target in 18 overs,

. with six wickets in hand, earning Khulna their

first win in their second match, Mahmudullah
scored 27 and was adjudged player-of-the-match

+ for hisall-round petformance.

Hossain,Shafiulslam, Abu ayed.
Fallofwickets: 1-18,2-19,3-43,4-93,
Bowler

Santokie

-uANN-e
ccccoox

Whiteley 1 0 0w
Result: hulnaTitanswonby wickes.
Player-of-the-match: Mahmudulzh.




