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Malaysian MPs
want inclusive
polls: Fakhrul

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Visiting Malaysian parliamentary del
gates want to see an inclusive parlia-
mentary election, claimed BNP
Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam
lamgir,

“They [Malaysian delegates] want an
inclusive and acceptable election... They
repeatedly said they are waiting to see a
peaceful transfer of power through a fair
election,” he claimed.

A Malaysian delegation held a meeting
with BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia at the
latter's Gulshan office yesterday. The
delegates did not talk to the media.

Commonwealth Women
Parliamentary Association Chairperson
Noraini Ahmad led the three-member
delegation. Among them, there was also a
deputy opposition leader of the Malaysian
parliament.

Earlier on Monday, US Under
Secretary of State for Political Affairs
Thomas A Shannon and a delegation of
Canadian lawmakers met Khaleda at
her office.
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Cars seized by police have been left to rot in front of the Te]gaon Industrial Police Station, blocking a substantial portion of
the road as well as the footpath. As a result, vehicles are forced to move slowly. The prevailing situation is also hampering

ile, the bed of a seized truck has been turned into a waste dumping spot. The photo was
taken from Shaheed Tajuddin Ahmad Avenue on Tuesday.
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Law minister's

meeting with SC
judges moved
to Nov 16

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Law Minister Anisul Hug's meeting with
judges of the Supreme Court over finalising
disciplinary rules for lower court judges has
been rescheduled for November 16,

The meeting, previously scheduled for
today (Thursday), had to be rescheduled as
ASSM Zahurul Haque, law and justice di
sion secretary of the law ministry, is cur-
rently out of the country, Rezaul Karim,
information and public relations officer of
the ministry, told The Daily Star yesterd

On November 5, the attorney general
told reporters that Law Minister Anisul
Huq may sit with the judges of the
Appellate Division on Thursday [today] to
resolve the issue of disciplinary rules for
lower court judges.

Chief Justice SK Sinha wanted to see
that the rules curb the power of the presi-
dent, said the AG. The government, there-
fore, is trying to resolve the issue through
discussions with the SC and the law minis-
try, he added

Demand for blankets

doubles in port city

People, organisations

buying those in bulk

for distributing among Rohingyas

Mostara Yousur, Cig

With winter heralding its arrival, the
increasing demand for blankets is a
common scenario.

Like elsewhere in the country, the
port city markets are abuzz with shop-
pers buying blankets as per their budget
to keep themselves warm as chill

But this time, the demand almost
doubled as many are buying blankets
in bulk for distributing those among
the displaced Myanmar nationals who
tookshelterin Bangladesh.

visiting the Zahur Hawkers'
Market, a wholesale market for
winter clothes in New Market area,
on Friday, traders were seen busy
stockpiling various quilts to meet the
demand.

“I got around 15 orders in a span
of two weeks. I have to supply at least
50,000 blankets,” said Md
alauddin, ashop owner.

“Many are also buying the locally-
made cheaper ones in bulk for dis-
tributing those among the
Rohingyas,” he added.

The traders said many of the non-
government organisations are plac-
ing orders with them. The demand
‘may soar further, they added.

Md Mobhsin, a blanket trader, said
they import quilts from different
countries. “Our consignment just
arrived. We might have to order more
to keep up with the demand.”

Nazmul Haque, another shop
owner, echoed him. Depending on
quality, the blankets are being sold
between Tk 200 and'[k& 000.

Executive Magistrate Murad Ali,
in-charge of district administration con-
trol room in Cox's Bazar, said individuals
and organisations from Chittagong and
jsewhere are visiting the camps in Cox's
Bazar to hand out blankets among the
Rohingyas. “We have already started
distributing those and will continue the
process,” headded.

More than six lakh Rohingyas
have taken refuge in Bangladesh
since the Myanmar military
launched a brutal crackdown on the
Rohingyas in Rakhine on August 25.

CU teachers’ assoc, BCL faction protest

FROM PAGE 4
Tipu is a follower of CCC Mayor AJM
Nasir Uddin, while his rival Sujan is
loyal to former mayor ABM
Mohiuddin Chowdhury, who vehe-
mently opposes the tax reassessment.
Meanwhile, two days after the teacher

was threatened, CU Teachers Association
Ci tement condemned the
incident and demanded punishment for
the culprits. Yesterday, victim journalist
Shajahan Khan lodged a written com-
plaint with the CU proctor's office
requestingsteps against hisattackers.
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33 promoted
to addl DIG

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has promoted 33 police
officials to the rank of additional deputy
inspector general (additional ;
said a home ministry circular issued
yesterday.

The officials are Rezaul Karim, special
superintendent of police (SP) of CID;
Harun-or Rashid, deputy commissioner
(DC) of DMP; Sheikh Nazmul Alam,
DC, DMP; Gazi Mozammel Hoque, assis-
tant inspector general (AIG) of police
headquarters (PHQ); Ashrafuzzaman, DC,
DMP; AZM Nafiul Islam, SS SP of special
branch (SB); Abul Foyez, DC, DMP; SM
Akteruzzaman, AIG, PHQ; Imam Hossain,
DC, DMP; Amena Begum, SP, Narsingdi;
Haydher Ali Khan, SP of SPBN; Monirul
Islam, AIG, PHQ; Azad Mia, SS SP of SB;
Mahbubur Rahman Bhuyan, AIG, PHQ;
Atika Islam, DC, DMP; Ruhul Amin, AIG,
PHQ; Basudeb Banik, DC of SMP; Sujayet
Islam, DC of CMP; Mozammel Hoque,
DC, DMP; Rafiqul Hasan Goni, SP,
Sherpur; Mahfuzur Rahman, SP,
Manikganj; Rezaul Hoque, AIG, PHQ;
Monir Hossain, additional director of
National Telecommunication Monitoring
Centre; AKM Nahidul Islam, DC of RMP;
Md Moniruzzaman, AIG, PHQ; Mizanur
Rahman, SP, Brahmanbaria; Munibur
Rahman, SP, Magura; Poritosh Ghosh, SP,
Highway Police Comilla; Sardar Rakibul
Islam, SP, ail; Md Majid Ali, SP, PBI;
Joydeb Kumar, DC, DMP; Kazi Zia Uddin,
AIG, PHQ; and Asaduzzaman, SP, Bogra

Earlier on October 18, five police offi-
cials were promoted to the post of addi-
tional inspector general of police while
15 others to the rank of DIG
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UNFPA will soon start

BTTB ex-officer
Iftekhar Rasul
passes away

demographic survey

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA) will soon begin a demographic
survey on the Rohingyas to assess their
health and family planning n

“There is no demographic and health
data on the Rohingyas. We need to know
that for any effective intervention," said
UNFPA Acting Representative Tori Kato
at a press conference in the capital yes-
terd:

He said UNFPA and icddr,b have already
signed a contract in this regard and the
preparatory works are going on before
conducting the surve

The survey would include data on the
family size, use of contraceptives, birth and
death rates as well as violence thcy were
facing before, during and after the crack-

down in Myanmar.

The survey will begin at the end of this
month and end in next January.

Over 600,000 Rohingyas, who are denied
citizenship in Myanmar, fled violence in
Rakhine to Bangladesh since August 25,
causinga humanitarian crisis in Cox's Bazar.
They joined some 200,000 Rohingya who
fled to Bangladesh in the previous years.

Health and family planning experts
recently told The Daily Star that the
authorities need to begin counselling on
birth control and making available the
contraceptives as acceptable to the com-
munity peopl

UNFPA Regional Director Bjorn
Anderson, who visited the Rohingya camps
on Tuesday and yesterday, said any methods
of contraceptives offered to the Rohingya
should be on voluntary basis.

CITY DESK

Md Iftekhar
Rasul, former [
divisional
engineer of
erstwhile
Bangladesh ¢
Telegraph & ==
Telephone Board (BTTB),
now BTCL, pa aw
October 25 in the capital,
saysa press release.

He is survived by his wife,
two daughters, and two
sons.

Rasul, who was in his
mid-70s, had served for
BTTB for more than 30 years.
He was one of the founder
members of Retired Officers
Welfare Association, BTTB,
(ROWATEL).

Rasul was born in

‘UK lawmakers praise
‘Bangladesh's efforts |

Foreign minister -
lauds UN for
support

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

* DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Nandail of Mymensingh

A dozen AL

FROM PAGE 3
eneral secretary

that one of the reasons the
party could not take a decision

Foreign Minister AH
Mahmood Ali has lauded
the role of the UN bodies
for standing beside

Bangladesh with humani-

tarian assistance and also
appreciated the recent
statement of the UN
Security Council on
Rohingya crisis

He stated this when the
© government, MPs of the House of Commons, different political
: parties and people for raising strong voice against the
~ oppression on Rohingyas by Myanmar military and for
. pursuing the matter within th
© He requested the UK delegation to encourage its govern-
- ment to take further initiatives an
. Myanmar government to stop violenc
* peopleand to el

newly appointed Resident
Coordinator of the United
Nations Mia Seppo pre-
sented her credentials to
the foreign minister at
Sma (,um House Padma

er
The new UNRC handed
over a letter from UN
Secretary General Antonio
Guterres.

© A visiting UK raised

- highly for receiving a large number of i fumbh displaced
* Myanmar's Rohingya population and gav

 kind of support will continue for Banglad

* Labour Party, and chair of the All
- Greater Manchester, made the comment during a meeting
ate Minister for Foreign Affairs Md Shahriar Alam at
. state guesthouse Padma in the mpxldl yesterday.

D with§

- Committe
- Council on November 13,

ladesh t was dedicated leaders and

refugee crisis,

The delegation led by Lucy Maria Powel, MP from the UK
Party Parliamentary Group for

surance that all
sh to solve the

activists were on the run to
escape "political harass-
ment" and most of the party
topleaderswerestillin jail now:

Without them, the party
cannot run_electoral cam-
paign, he said.

ASI, 3 others

Thestate ministeralso

ceful and s

ure pe;

curity Council

totheBritish | mow paces
informed police around
2:00am, he added.

‘The car, which was used in
theincidenthad astickerof DB
police on the front glass, said

p pressure on the | Abdul Awal, OC of Ashulia
against Rohingya
ainable return of the
* forcibly displaced people from Bangladesh to their home.

. He also sought support from the UK for the Third
olution on Myanmar in United Nations Security

police, who made the arrest
earlyin the morning

Shaminur Rahman, director
of DhakaIndustrial Police-1, said
departmental action would be
taken against Mokbul
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