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Facebook profits leap on

booming ad

AFP, San Francisco

Facebook on Wednesday reported that prof-
its leapt on booming revenue from online
ads in the third quarter, topping investor
forecasts and buoying shares already at
record highs.

The leading social network said it made a
profit of $4.7 billion in the quarter that
ended on September 30, a jump of 79 per-
cent from the same period a year earlier.

Chief executive Mark Zuckerberg used the
update to address criticism of Facebook for
allowing disinformation and manipulation
during the 2016 US presidential election,
hours after the company's top lawvyer faced a
grilling at a Washington congressional hear-
Ing.

"Our community continues to grow and
our business is doing well," Zuckerberg said.

"But none of that matters if our services are
used in ways that don't bring people closer
together. We're serious about preventing
abuse on our platforms. We're investing so
much in security that it will impact our profit-
ability. Protecting our community is more
important than maximizing our profits.”

Facebook shares that ended the dayup 1.4
percent to $182.66 but retreating in after-
market tradesto $179.25.

[nvestor enthusiasm may have been
tempered by rising costs at the California-
based internet giant and executives stressing
the company is firmly in "investment mode"
while predicting ad growth will slow.

revenue

“They made a ton of money but the Russia
investigation is clearly putting a cloud over
everything for the moment,” said independ-
ent analyst Rob Enderle.

"Sometimes it just takes a trigger event to
cause a bunch of people to take their profit
and go someplace else, especially if they have
decided this is as good as it is going to get at
Facebook fora while.”

The analyst added that some investors
might be worried that the probed into Russia
meddling with US politics will result in
regulation on social networks that might
hurt profitability.

Expenses rose to $5.2 billion from $3.9
billion in the same quarter last year, and
headcount at the company was up 47 per-
centto 23,165 employees.

"We will continue to invest aggressively in
the many opportunities we see ahead,”
Facebook chief financial officer David Wehner
said during an earnings call with analysts.

Zuckerberg outlined investment priorities
that included video content, which he
described as the biggest trend at Facebook.

The number of monthly active users at the
social network continued to grow, reaching
2.07 billion, an increase of 16 percent from
the same time last year.

Advertising served up on smartphones or
tablets accounted for about 88 percent of
revenue taken in from marketing messages
in the quarter, Facebook reported.
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DHAKA BANK

Syed Mahbubur Rahman, CEO of Dhaka Bank, and Mominul Islam, CEO of IPDC Finance, exchange documents after signing a deal at the corpo-
rate office of the bank. The bank will provide automated and online cash management services to IPDC Finance.

World food prices fall 1.3pc: FAO

REUTERS, Rome

World food prices fell slightly in October
from the previous month, as valuations
dropped for all food commodities apart
from cereals, the United Nations food
agency said on Thursday.

Prices remain 2.5 percent higher than
they were last October but are now 27

percent below the record high hit in
February 2011.

Agricultural commodities have emerged
from a highly volatile period and the UN
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAQO)
has said it expects them to remain stable
over the next decade.

The FAO index, which measures
monthly changes for a basket of cereals,
oilseeds, dairy products, meat and sugar,
averaged 176.4 points in October, down
1.3 percent from September.

Government of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Superintending Engineer
Sylhet PWD Circle, Sylhet
Tel. 0821-718427, Fax No: 0821-717929

E-mail: se_syl@pwd.gov.bd

Ref: SE/PWD/SYL/733 Date: 31/10/2017

Amendment/Corrigendum for
Last Date and Time for Tender/Proposal

Security Submission
Syl/PWD/Circle/2017-18/01

01 | Package No.

02 | Reference No. & date SE/PWD/SYL/528
03 | Description of works Construction of 4-storied Dormitory Building with
10-storied  foundation  Civil  Sanitary &

Electrification works within the compound of SMP
Kotwali Model Thana at Sylhet.

04 | Tender ID No. - 124521

05 | Amendment/Corrigendum Old Value New Value
Tender last selling (date & 01/11/2017 16:00 05/11/2017 16:00
time) -
Tender closing & opening (date 02/11/2017 16:00 06/11/2017 16:00
Last date and time for 29/10/2017 15:59 06/11/2017 15:59
tender/proposal security
submission

This is an online tender, where only e-Tenders will be accepted in e-GP Portal and no
offline/hard copies will be accepted.

To submit e-Tender, please register on e-GP System Portal (http://www.eprocure.gov.bd).
Further information and guidelines are available in the National e-GP System Portal and
from e-GP help desk (helpdesk@eprocure.gov.bd).

Dr Mohammad Giasuddin Haider
Superintending Engineer
Sylhet PWD Circle, Sylhet

GD-2365

Bangladesh College of Physicians &
Surgeons (BCPS)

67, Shaheed Tajuddin Ahmed Sarani, Mohakhali, Dhaka

Invitation for Tender

Date: 01/11/2017
1. Ministry/division Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
2. Agency Bangladesh College of Physicians and Surgeons (BCPS). l
3. Procuring entity name Honourary Secretary, BCPS, Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212.
4. Invitation  fortender package | Supply & Installation of Desktop Computer and Furniture with 03 years complete
name warranty.
9 Tender Ref. No. & date BCPS/GOB-17/2017/13998 Date- 01/11/2017
B. Procurement method Open Tendering Method.
7. Budget and source of funds GOB FUND. Package Name BCPS-COM-10/2017
8. Tender publication date 0111172017
| 8. Tender last selling date 25/11/2017 at 1:00pm.
10. Tender |ast submission | 26/11/2017 at 2:00pm.

/dropping/closing date and time

11. Seling and receiving/dropping | a) Office of the Honourary Secretary, BCPS, Mohakhali, Chaka.

tender documents b) Department of Medical Education of DGHS, Mohakhali, Dhaka.

12. Tender opening date, time and | 26/11/2017 at 2:00pm, Office of the Honourary Secretary, BCPS, Mohakhali,
place Dhaka in presence of tenderer if any.

13. Place, date and time of pre- | Place: Office of the Honourary Secretary, BCPS, Mohakhali, Dhaka.

tender/pre-bid meeting
14. Eligibility of tenderers

Date: 20/11/2017, Time at 12:00 noon. l
The tenderer shall have a minimum of 5 (five) years of overall experience in supply |

of goods. The tenderer shall have a minimum of 3 (three) years of specific
experience in supply of similar goods of the subject contract. The required average
annual tumover shall be greater than Tk. 50 lac single contract over the last five
years and the minimum amount of credit line/credit facility/liquid assets shall be Tk.
20 lac.

15. Brief description of goods and | Stated in tender document/as per TDS.

related services
16. Guarantee/warranty and after | (a) Installation & commission to be done by the selected bidder.
sales service (b) 03 (three) years complete warranty after installation & functioning.
17. Price of tender documents taka Taka 500/~ (five hundred) only in cash {non-refundable).
18. The tender secunty and | Tender security amounts in Bangladeshi Taka will be BOT 25,000/ (twenty five

completion time thousand) only Bank Draft or Bank Guarantee or Pay Order in favour of Honourary
Secretary, BCPS.
Prof. Md. Abdul Jalil Chowdhury, Honourary Secretary, Bangladesh College of

Physicians and Surgeons (BCPS).

18, MName & designation of inviting
tender

20. | Address and contact details of
official inviting tender

Bangladesh College of Physicians and Surgeons (BCPS),

67, Shaheed Tajuddin Ahmed Sarani, Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212,
Phone Mo. 9845005-6, 9856616-7 Fax No. 9848928,

Web: www.bcpsbd.org, Email- beps@beps-bd.org

The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject all tenders without assigning any reason.

Prof. Md. Abdul Jalil Chowdhury
Honourary Secretary, BCPS
Mohakhali, Dhaka-1212

GD-2364
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"= Mol Sinning Ceremony

SINGER Bangladesh Limited

SINGER. BANGLADESH

MHM Fairoz, CEO of Singer Bangladesh, and Saiful Islam Rabin, executive director of
Bangladesh Extension Education Services Ltd (BEES), attend a deal signing
ceremony. Members of BEES will get easy instalment facilities for payments while
purchasing electronics, home appliances and furniture of Singer.

Pizza Hut sales help Yum
Brands beat estimates

REUTERS

Pizza Hut broke a five-quarter streak of declining sales,
helping owner Yum Brands Inc report profit and revenue
for the third quarter above Wall Street expectations on
Thursday.

Pizza Hut has struggled in recent quarters amid competi-
tion, most notably from Domino's, which has maintained
strong growth in the United States thanks to its dominance in
digital ordering, customization and promotions.

But Pizza Hut's latest results showed that efforts to turn
around the franchise through more advertising and pro-
motions were beginning to pay off.

Measures included making its popular $7.99 large,
two-topping pizzas available for online ordering and
improving its mobile app.

Sales at the chain's restaurants open at least a year rose 1
percent, compared with the 0.5 percent decline expected by
analysts polled by research firm Consensus Metrix.

Pizza Hut's same-restaurant sales rose 4 percent in
developed markets, which include Continental Europe,
Japan and the United Kingdom. Sales in the United States
and emerging markets remained flat.

Yum Brands, which also owns the KFC and the Taco
Bell chains, reported global same-restaurant sales growth
of 3 percent in the quarter, better than the 1.7 percent
increase expected by analysts.

Net income from continuing operations rose to
$418 million, or $1.18 per share, in the third quarter
ended Sept. 30, from $218 million, or 55 cents per
share, last year.

Dubai positions
self as Africa
investment hub

AFP, Dubai

African officials, including four heads of state, con-
vened with international CEOs at a summit Wednesday
in Dubai, part of its push to position itself as a link for
huge potential investments on the continent.

"We are looking at the fastest growing economy of
the world ... Six out of the top 10 fastest growing econ-
omies are just next to us in Africa,” said the president
and CEO of the Dubai Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Hamad Buamim.

Experts at the opening of "Next Generation Africa”,
Dubai's fourth Global Business Forum on Africa, said the
continent’s 54 countries -- home to a fifth of the world's
population -- require tens of billions of dollars in invest-
ment in infrastructure, energy and other sectors.

Investment, Emirati officials hope, will be chan-
nelled through Dubai, a trading hub and member of
the United Arab Emirates.

"We believe that Dubai's strategic goals can be
aligned with Africa's ambitions as it enters a new
phase of development," said the Dubai chamber
chairman, Majid Saif al-Ghurair.

The number of African companies registered in
Dubai jumped to 17,000 last year, an increase of 41
percent from 2015, according to Ghurair.

Trade volume between UAE and Africa totals
around $35 billion and has been growing at a double-
digit rate annually.

"We see potential of a growing economy that has a
lot of future ... Africa is a great market," Buamim told
AFP on the sidelines of the two-day forum that has
attracted four heads of state from Africa, several minis-
ters and hundreds of investors and experts.

He said the forum is held to help channel invest-
ments to Africa through Dubai.

Credit Suisse CEO sceptical
about Bitcoin bubble

REUTERS, Zurich

Credit Suisse Chief Executive Tidjane Thiam on
Thursday expressed caution about Bitcoin, saying the
current interest in the crypto-currency could eventu-
ally subside.

“Bitcoin presents a number of challenges. The first
of them is really the anonymity,” Thiam told a results
news conference.

I think most banks in the current state of regula-
tion have little or no appetite to get involved in a cur-
rency which has such anti-money laundering chal-
lenges. From what we can identify, the only reason
today to buy or sell Bitcoin is to make money, which is
the very definition of speculation and the very defini-
tion ofa bubble.”

Bitcoin rocketed above $7,000 for the first time on
Thursday, after a more than sevenfold increase in its
value since the start of the year.
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