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To avoid breathing in the dust-laden air, pedestnans cross a section of the capital's Tajuddin Ahmed Sarani covering their
faces. The road remains covered by dust almost every day due to its dilapidated condition, and an ongoing construction

work. The photo was taken in Tejgaon industrial area around noon yesterday.
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JUST admission
tests Nov 9, 10

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The first-year honours
admission tests of Jessore

University of Science and

Technology (JUST) under

2017-18 academic session
will be held on November
9 and 10.

The tests of “A”, “B"
and “C” units will be held
on November 9, respec-
tively from 9:30am to
11:00am, from 12:30pm
to 2:00pm, and from
3:30pm to 5:00pm, says a
press release.

On ber 10, the

NEWSy
brief

Science fair held at Sylhet school

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Anandaniketan, an English medium school, held “Sci-
ence Fair 2017” on its campus in Sylhet yesterday.
Students from class I to XII in 156 groups partici-
pated in the fair with their innovative projects.
Educationist Dr Muhammed Zafar Igbal, as chief
guest, visited the stalls.
Of the groups, 90 were awarded for their projects
after the fair.

UGC boss arrives in Rangamati today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

“E" unit admission test
will be held from 9:00am
to 10:30am, “D” unit
from 11:00am to
12:30pm, and “F” unit
from 3:30pm to 5:00pm,
it says.

Admission seekers
will be notified details
about admission tests by
text messages on
cellphones. They can
also visit the university's
official website.

[t's power tariff
adjustment, not
hike: Nasrul

UNB, Dhaka

State Minister for Power and
Energy Nasrul Hamid yester-
day said the government is
only adjusting the power
tariff, not hiking it.

“We aren't raising the
power tariff. We're just adjust-
ing it,” he said while address-
ing a seminar organised by
Consumers Association of
Bangladesh (CAB) on its
proposal to reduce the
power tariff at the Bidyut
Bhaban in the capital.

CAB Advisor Prof M
Shamsul Alam made a presen-
tation at the seminar where he
claimed that the current price
of electricity could be reduced
by Tk 0.28 per unit if the
government takes some
rational measures.

He alleged that the power
entities are showing artificial
fund deficits 1o justify their
proposals to hike power tariff.

The seminar was organ-
ised following recent public
hearings arranged by the
Bangladesh Energy
Regulatory Commission
(BERC) on the government's
proposals to raise the power
tariff.

However, the regulator is
yet to announce its decision
on the proposals.

About the CAB's sugges-
tions to reduce the power
tariff, the state minister said
the appeal should be made
directly to the Berc as they
are now the ultimate
authority to make any
decision in this regard.

He, however, said the
suggestions could be dis-
cussed in a closed-door meet-
ing to see if they have any
merit for consideration.

The function was also
addressed, among others, by

Stay alert to deal with
unexpected situation

President asks para-commandos

UNB, Rajshahi

Terming terrorism a great threat to global
peace, President Abdul Hamid yesterday
asked para-commandos to stay alert to face
any unexpected situation in the country.

"Today, terrorism and militancy aren't a
problem for a single country or a nation. It's
now a problem for all countries...," he mld

of the 1 Para G
Bamhon of Bangladesh Army at Rajshahi
Cantonment.

In the present context, the president said
the role of para-commandos is very impor-
tant, and that is why, every member of the
battalion must achieve efficiency and skill
ofinternational standard.

He said the army is a symbol of the coun-
try's trust and pride while the members of
the special force are a part of this.

The journey of the special force was
launched in 1992, said Hamid, adding that
the members of the force had performed
many important responsibilities in the last
25 years.

He said the commandos of the special
force are very smart, disciplined and coura-
geous soldiers, and they have been working
sincerely to protect the country's sover-
eignty.

Recalling the successful operations of the
battalion in combating militancy, the presi-

dent said the commandos of the battalion
conducted "Operation Thunderbolt" at the
city's Holey Artisan Bakery on July 1, 2016,
and recovered 13 hostages, including for-
eign nationals, which helped improve the
country's image.

He said the members of the army work to
manage crisis during natural disasters,
including flood and landslide in the coun-
try and now they are working sincerely to
distribute aid and provide other assistance
to Rohingya people.

Noting that there is no alternative to
training in military life, Hamid said he
believes that the trend of training and devel-
opmentwill continue in the future.

He said there is also no alternative to
practice of knowledge and research for
going forward in a rapidly changing, com-
petitive and ICT-based world.

The president said he believes that para
commando battalion through its multidi-
mensional and realistic initiatives will play
a significant role in strengthening the coun-
try's defence, disaster management, and
international peacekeeping missions.

President Hamid bestowed the National
l'lag (national standard) to the 1-Para

do Battalion at the

Cabinet members, the chiefs of the three
services and senior military officials were
present.
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DU to hold registered
graduate polls in Jan

DU CORRESPONDENT

The election to choose 25 registered graduate representa-
tives of the Dhaka University senate will be held in three
phases in January 2018.

‘The first two phases of voting on January 6 and 13 will
take place outside Dhaka, and the last phase will be held
inside the university campus, says a press release.

The DU registrar announced the election schedule
yesterday.

Results will be declared on January 21.

Earlier, on July 24, several teachers and registered gradu-
ates, including Prof Sadeka Halim, Prof AKM Golam
Rabbani and Prof Harunur Rashid Khan, filed a petition
with the High Court, challenging the convening of a senate
meeting for electing a panel of vice chancellor candidates
without electing representatives from registered graduates.

The High Court, on October 10, declared illegal a three-
member VC panel elected on July 29 and directed the DU
authorities to finish the process for constituting a full-
fledged senate in six months to elect a panel for appointing
its new vice chancellor.

University Grants Commission (UGC) of Bangladesh
Chairman Prof Abdul Mannan will arrive in Rangamati
today on a three-day visit,

On the first day, he will place wreaths at the grave of
Bir Shreshtha Munsi Abdur Rouf, said a press release.

Prof Prodanandu Bikash, vice chancellor of
Rangamati Science and Technology University (RSTU)
will accompany him.

Prof Mannan will address a “Land Transfer”
programme arranged by RSTU as the chief guest. He
will attend a cultural programme of the university.

It is scheduled to be held at 7:00pm tomorrow, the
release added.

Obituary

‘OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Khan Mosharof Hossain, chairman of Patuakhali Zila
Parishad, died from a cardiac arrest at a Chennai hospital
in India on Wednesday. He was 67.

Heleftbehind his wife, a son and two daughters.

Mosharof was also general secretary of Patuakhali
district unit of Awami League, said Sailen Chanda,
organising secretary of the unit.

He served as the general secretary of the AL unit for 20
years. Family sources said he had gone to India last week
for eye treatment.

A'process to bring his body to Patuakhali was under-
way, they said.

JU butterfly fair tomorrow

JU CORRESPONDENT

A daylong butter[ly fair will be held in Zahir Raihan
University

The Loologydepanmem of JU organised the event.

About 60 species of butterflies will be exhibited in the
fair, said Dr Mohammad Monwar Hossain at a press
conference on the campus yesterday.

The fair will also include a drawing competition for
children, a photography competition and documentary
onbutterfly.

JU Vice Chancellor Prof Farzana Islam is expected to
inaugurate the fair.

Boy dies in
road accident
on way to
school

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Patuakhali

A schoolboy was killed as a
battery-run auto-rickshaw
hit him while he was on
the way to school in
Tiakhali area of Kalapara
upazila yesterday.

Sumon Hawlader, 11,
son of Sahid Hawlader of
Badurtali village in
Kalapara, was a fifth-grader

Asia

of Tiakhali Government With an aim to enhance

Primary School, said Md Pa

Alauddin, officer-in-charge

of Kalapara Police Station.
The vehicle hit him from

members of APAMA.

Agri Media Association (APAMA) has been formed at Wuhan city of Hubei
province in China earlier this week. Shykh Seraj was made one of the founder

PHOTO: COLLECTED

behind while he was going

to school on foot, he said.

eminent energy expert Dr M
Tamim with CAB President
Ghulam Rahman in the chair.

President Abdul Hamid with members of armed forces at a programme of the 1 Para
Commando Battalion of Bangladesh Army at Rajshahi Cantonment yesterday. proto: 1o

Locals took him to
Kalapra Upazila Health
Complex where he was
declared dead.
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People-oriented
activities can keep

communalism at bay
Say eminent citizens

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eminent citizens yesterday underscored the need for revival
of social bonding through people-oriented activities to
build a Bangladesh free from communalism.

The country has significant economic growth, but social
norms and ethical values have deteriorated with the rise of
communal forces as well as misinterpretation of religion,
they said

‘They made the call at a press conference organised by
S ilitaSamajik Andolon, a platform against
and militancy, at the capital's Jatiya Press Club.

The platform announced its “4th National Conference
2017" to be held at the Institution of Engineers, Bangladesh
on December 29, aiming to build a “communalism, mili-
tancy and corruption-free Bangladesh”, according to a
statement provided to the media at the press conference.

It will also hold eight divisional-level conferences on
December 9-22, said the handout.

The citizens raised concern that if the country cannot free
itself from lhe clutches of communal forces and nnhlancy,
economic devels will be h: d and acl
of the Liberation War will be tainted.

Educationist Prof Ajoy Roy said anarchy is rising in the
society in various forms with prevalence of culture of impu-
nity. Little has been done to ensure justice for the murdered
freethinkers, bloggers and writers, he added.

Rights activist Sultana Kamal said this is the right time to
wage a movement against misdeeds including those com-
mitted against women.

Rasheda K Chowdhury, Ramendu Majumdar, Ziauddin
Tariq Ali and Sarwar Ali, and Pankaj Bhattacharya, among
others, spoke.

www.bpsc.gov.bd
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