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Suu Kyi makes first
visit to crisis-hit
north Rakhine

AFP, Sittwe

Myanmar's leader Aung San Suu Kyi
visited conflict-battered northern
Rakhine State for the first time yester-
day, reportedly meeting Rohingya
Muslims who have faced an army
crackdown that has seen hundreds of
thousands of the minority flee.

Suu Kyi, a Nobel laureate who leads
Myanmar's pro-democracy party, has
been hammered by the international
community for failing to use her moral
power to speak up in defence of the
Rohingya.

Suu Kyi left via state capital Sittwe as
evening fell yesterday after a visit that
also took in Maungdaw and
Buthidaungin northern Rakhine.

It was her first trip in office to the
region, which has seen some of the
worst communal violence that has cut
through the western state since 2012,
severely damaging Myanmar's global
reputation.

“The Lady" - as she in known -- did
meet with the Rohingya community in
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[Bangladesh| are suffering the conse-
quences of the problem and you are
paying the heavy toll by your generosity
in welcoming so many refugees in your
country.”

Responding to a question after
Myanmar blamed Bangladesh for delay-
ing the start of repatriation process of
nearly one million forcible displaced
Myanmar nationals in the hope of
getting foreign aid, he said it was very
clear to them that Bangladesh has clear
interest in a solution to the problem,
reports our diplomatic correspondent.

‘Watkins, who has been in the country
since February 2015, will leave Dhaka
tomorrow ending his mission in
Bangladesh. He met diplomatic corre-
spondents under the Diplomatic
Correspondents Association,
Bangladesh (DCAB) at Ascott Dhaka
Hotel yesterday.

“We all know where the problem is
originated and it is not to be solved in
Bangladesh. We have to find solutions
across the border,” Watkins said.

“The solution is not easy. It's not the
question of the government and the
military changing its policy, that is
important of course, we have mecha-
nism for that. Myanmar said they will
adopt the Rakhine Commission recom-
mendations, but it is more than the
implementation which is having the
change of the mentality of the people of
the entire country,” he said.

He observed that there was very deep-
rooted antagonism between the popula-
tions of the Rakhine State against the
Rohingyas which is unfortunately
going to take long time to address.

“Even if the two governments find
solutions to repatriate, we have to con-
sidertheirsafetyand security.”

He stressed for mounting more pres-
sure on Myanmar to allow the interna-
tional community's access to Rakhine
State.

Responding 1o a series of questions
about the next general elections in
Bangladesh, the UN official said, “Some
signs are positive as all parties are pre-
paring for the election and a peaceful
election is essential.

“Itis up to the political parties whether

Maungdaw town, according to local
media, a first for a leader keen to con-
vince observers inside the country and
abroad that the crisis has abated and
reconstruction of Rakhine can begin.

But it was not clear if Suu Kyi visited
some of the hundreds of Rohingya vil-
lages torched by the army -~ allegedly
aided by ethnic Rakhine Buddhist locals.

The Rohingya who remain in north-
ern Rakhine are living in fear, sur-
rounded by hostile neighbours, who
refuse to let them farm or move freely.

The UN yesterday again called for
unfettered humanitarian access to a
zonesstill under army lockdown.

"The army didn't attack us but made
our life very difficult,” Mohammad
Zafar, 35, from a village in Buthidaung
told AFP at the Bangladesh border.

“We were not paid for any work and
couldn't go to markets. How long is it
possible to live like that?"

"HERE FOR GENERATIONS'
Suu Kyi heads a committee charged
with rebuilding Rakhine.
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they participate or not. But we want to see
them participate in the elections,” he
said, adding that the UN is working to
strengthen the capacity of the Election
Commission.

“People have to be reassured that all of
the institutions of the country are neutral
and notworking under pressure coming
from any other sources and they are
independent,” Watkins said.
OICRESOLUTION FORUN
According to adraft resolution seen by the
AFP, Muslim countries led by Saudi
Arabia asked the UN to denounce the
serious rights abuses in Myanmar and
demand an end to the military cam-
paign against the Rohingyas.

‘The draft resolution, written up by the
57-member Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation and introduced this week
to the General Assembly's human
rights committee, said UN member
states were "highly alarmed” by the
outbreak of violence and "further
alarmed by the dnpmpomumte use of
force by the Myanmar forces" against
lhtRohmgyae

‘The non-binding measure was expected
to come up for a vote in the committee
around November 14 and to be discussed
intheassembly amonth later.

Itcalls on Myanmarauthorities "to end
the ongoing military operations’ and
allow aid workers' access to Rakhine
State, ensure the return of all refugees,
and grant full citizenship rights to the
Rohingyas.

HEALTHCAREIN CAMPS

One in four Rohingya children in
Bangladesh are malnourished, placing
them at increased risk of death, warns
Save the Children.

About a third of those children are
“severely” malnourished, meaning they
arenine times more likely to die than the
children who are not malnourished,
says a research conducted by Save the
Children, Action Contre La Faim,
UNHCR, Unicef, and WFP in last two
weeks.

They are significantly more vulnerable
to infections and diseases like diarrhoea
and chestinfections, nemd

"The situation worse than we
feared,” said Nicki Connell, Save the
Children's emergency nutrition adviser
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Myanmar's de facto leader Aung San Suu Kyi meets with Myo ethnic people in

northern Maungdaw in Rakhine State yesterday.

Dhaka clearly wants to see a solution Too important, yet ignored

in Cox's Bazar.

“Large numbers of Rohingya children
are arriving in Bangladesh already mal-
nourished. Then they are put in a situa-
tion where they have to rely on food
rations to survive, where hygiene stan-
dards are poor, where clean drinking
water is hard to come by and lots of
people are getting sick as a result.

“Every day we see children arrive at our
health clinics in desperate need of thera-
peutic food to stave off death,” Connell
said.

“It is rare to see this level of malnutri-
tion among children, even in a crisis like
this, and even rarer to see it affecting
adults as well. A few days ago two men
came in to one of our clinics, one
weighing 32kg and the other 34kg,”
Connell said.

TICKING BOMB

The threat of cholera is like a "ticking
bomb" for the hundreds of thousands of
Rohingyas who have flooded into
Bangladesh in recent weeks, the Red
Cross chief warned.

"We have every reason to fear that we
can get into a situation that can lead to
choleraoutbreaks,” Elhadj As Sy, head of
the International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies
(IFRC), told AFP in an interview.

"We are definitely sitting on a ticking
bomb," hewarned.

Sy, who spent three days in Cox's Bazar
last week, said the conditions there were
“difficult to describe" and "very heart-
breaking".

One of the biggest concernsis the poor
sanitation and lack of hygiene facilities
that has sparked growing fears over the
emergence of cholera, which spreads
through dirty water and can kill if
untreated.

‘The IFRC, which last month opened a
field hospital near the camps, has treated
numerous patients for acute diarrhoea.

At the same time, the UN began a
massive vaccination campaign in a bid to
avoid a cholera epidemic, but while no
cases have appeared so far, Sy warned
unhygienic conditions could see the
disease spread.
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More than six lakh Rohingyas from
Myanmar's Rakhine State have taken
shelter in crowded settlements in Cox's
Bazar since August 25, in addition to
some 212,000 who had
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planning, supply of contraceptives and

Us lawmakers
target Myanmar
military with
new sanctions

REUTERS, Washingion

Senior US Republican and Democratic
lawmakers introduced legislation on
Thursday to impose targeted sanctions
and travel restrictions on senior
Myanmar military officials over the
treatment of the country's Rohingya
minority.

Announced the day before
Republican President Donald Trump
leaves on his first trip to Asia since
taking office, the legislation is spon-
sored by a group of lawmakers includ-
ing the Republican Senate Armed
Services Committee chairman John
McCain, and Senator Ben Cardin, the
ranking Democrat on the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee, accord-
ingto an early summary of the bill seen
by Reuters.

The State Department also
announced yesterday that Secretary of
State Rex Tillerson is leaving shortly on
a trip to Asia that will include a stop in
Myanmar, also known as Burma.

Among other things, the bill re-
imposes a ban on jade and rubies from
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services and contraceptives has not been

"Lack of family planning would lead to
a population boom. It is likely to worsen
the socio-economic condition of the

entered Bangladesh in the previous
years.

In Myanmar, they were denied citizen-
ship and basic rights of education and
healthservices.

Bangladesh government, UN agencies
and NGOs have been engaged mostly in
providing life-saving relief to the refugees.
Butfamily planning service has not been
afocus, say officials.

*But family planning should be con-
sidered a life-saving service for the
Rohingyas now because pmgmmm
under the present circ ould

Rohingy the realities. They live in
overcrowded camps, and diseases are
taking toll on their health," hesaid.

According to Cox's Bazar Civil Surgeon
Dr Abdus Salam, at least 65 Rohingyas
were diagnosed with tuberculosis, 69 with
measles, 42 with HIV/AIDS and 1,400
with jaundice.

Every day, nearly 2,000 patients throng
healthcare centres with respiratory tract
infection and 1,700 with diarthoea, he
aid.

Certain diseases such as tuberculosis
and measles can spread fast in cramped
condition: hiuddi

bevery risky, " noted the health expen.

Of the total 82 lakh Rohingyas,
around 60 percent are children. Of them,
about 240,000 children, 120,000 preg-
nant and lactating women, and 204,000
adolescent girls need nutritional sup-
port, according to the Inter Sector
Coordination Group (ISCG), a coordi-
nating body of UN agencies and NGOs
operatingat the settlements.

Pregnant and lactating women as well
as newborns need very special care in
terms of nutrition, shelter and hygiene,
said Mohammad Igbal, an official at the
office of Family Planning Association
of Bangladesh in Cox's Bazar.

Over 18,000 pregnant Rohingya
women, who are not getting enough
nutrition, may find it difficult to get
proper care during deliveries and after-
wards, hesaid.

Dr Mohiuddin Hussain Khan, health
sector coordinator of International
Organisation for Migration, said the UN
migration agency found a high rate of
child marriage at the unregistered
Rohingya settlements where it has been
operatingsince 2013,

A number of women died there in the
previous years because of complications
related to teenage pregnancy, added the
official.

For the safety of mothers and children,
it is extremely important to have a com-
prehensive family planning programme
that would include education on family

"On average, seven to nine people live
at each shelter in the Rohingya camps.
This is in no way healthy. Birth of babi
will only complicate things," he said,
stressing the need for family planning
services.

Igbal said the situation could worsen
unless awareness programmes are taken
up and the refugees are provided with
adequate contraceptives.

Pregnant women suffering from mal-

nutrition are likely to give birth to mal-
nourished babies, which would make
mattersevenworse, hesaid.
AREAUTHORITIES PREPARED?
Dr Abul Kalam Azad, director general of
health services, said that apart from vari-
ous health services, the government is
working to address the issue of family
planning for the Rohingyas.

New shelters for the refugees are being
built in an organised way so that they can
be given health and family planning
services in a more disciplined manner,
hesaid.

Dr Pintu Kanti Bhattacharjee, deputy
director at the family planning office in
Cox's Bazar, said his office provided the
refugees with some 3,000 pills, 1,000
condoms and 3,600 injections through
union health and family welfare cen-
tres.

Besides, Rohingya women are being
given counselling on family planning, he
said.

However, the need for family planning

assessed yet, added Pintu.

Dr Sathyanarayanan Doraiswami,
head of health section of the UN
Population Fund in Bangladesh, said the
refugees, especially mothers and chil-
dren, should be given all necessary
health services. But any birth control
measures such as sterilisation should
notbeimposed on them.

“"We need to understand their cultural
barriers and take measures accordingly.
We should not do anything that stigma-
tises them," he told this correspondent
recently.

Family planning services, which are
now beinggiven inalimited and scattered
way, should be provided in a coordinated
way. The government, UN agencies and
other NGOs must coordinate with each
other, Doraiswami added.
RIGHTMETHOD
Health officials said Rohingyas are inter-
ested in injections, not in pills or con-
doms. An injection can stop fertility of a
womanup to three months

Dr Bhattacharjee said his office has
written to the health ministry, saying it
could also consider permanent method
of contraceptives like vasectomy and
tubectomy.

"We will go for permanent methods
only if the government permits and the
Rohingyas acceptitvoluntarily,” he said.

Dr Kaosar Afsana, head of Brac's
Health, Nutrition and Population
Programme, said there is a huge shortage
of family planning services at the
Rohingya settlements, and they have
written to the health ministry for pro-
viding contraceptives.

Since Rohingya women prefer injec-
tions for birth control, the government
can sk the UN bodies to supply those.

It is also important to take up a com-
prehensive programme for counselling
the refugees on the benefits of contracep-
tives. Their community leaders can be
engaged in this regard, said Afsana.

She, however, said sterilisati
not be a good option as it's a sensitive
issue and also because the Rohingyas are
foreign citizens.

Boy, 4, tied
up in sack,
tortured

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Noakhali

A four-year-old boy was allegedly tied
up inside a sack and then tortured in
Raipur in Laxmipur of Noakhali on
Wednesday afternoon.

The victim Pias, son of a day
labourer Md Sohel of Rehan Uddin
Chowkidar Bari in Bhuiyar Hat area
of Bamni, was picked up by one Md
Rakib, 22.

Locals said Rakib accused Pias of
stealing his mobile phone and took
him to a nearby school.

The victim's father Sohel said Pias
left home around 4:00pm but as he
did not return in the evening, family
members started to look for him.
Locals heard screams coming from
the school house and broke into a
room. They found injured Pias lying
on the floor. His hands were tied,
mouth taped. His left eye was injured
as well.

They rushed the toddler to
Laxmipur Sadar Hospital.

Rakib managed to flee.

Pias said Rakib tied him up inside
a sack at first and then tortured him.

His family members claimed that
Rakib over phone threatened them
with dire consequences if they “pur-
sued” the matter or filed a case
against him.

Doctor Nasir at Laxmipur Sadar
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Wait for justice far from
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family members.

The four leaders led the Liberation
Warin 1971 after Bangabandhu had been
detained by the Pakistan army.

According to media reports, US
Ambassador to Bangladesh Marcia
Bernicat in August 2015 had informed
Dhaka that fugitive Rashed was staying in

hard through diplomatic and other
channels to bring them back home to
execute theirsentences.

The AG also said some of the killers of
Bangabandhu and the four national
leaders were “same individuals” and a
few of them have already been executed.

‘The Supreme Court in its judgment in
the jail killing case observed that the

hercountryaftersec alasylum.

A government taskforce, working
since 2010 to trace and bring back the
absconding killers, came to know that
another convicted Noor was residing in
Canadaillegally.

‘The country refused to deport him as
its policy doesn't approve sending a
death row convict back to his homeland.
Canada, however, reportedly didn't grant
Noor'sapplication for political asylum.

The taskforce has no confirmed infor-
mation about the whereabouts of the
other fugitives as they are always on the
move, a taskforce member told The Daily
Star, requestinganonymity.

Law Minister Anisul Huq said the
government was planning to set up a
commission to identify those who were
behind the killing of Bangabandhu and
thefour national leaders.

The commission might be formed
early nextyear, hetold this correspondent
yesterday.

Attorney General Mahbubey Alam, a
member of the taskforce, expressed
frustration that the fugitive killers of
Bangabandhu and the four national
leaders could not be brought back home

He said the government was trying

of the four national lead-
ers were the result of a criminal conspir-
acy.

“The accused couldn't have executed
the killings unless very high-handed
powerful state machineries were
involved in the conspiracy,” Chief Justice
Surendra Kumar Sinha, now in Australia
onleave, said in the verdict.

‘The SC on April 30, 2013 had handed
death penalties to three former army
personnel and life imprisonments to
eight others for killing the four national
leaders.

The three convicted accused, who
were awarded capital punishment, are
Risalder (retd) Muslemuddin, Dafadar
(dismissed) Marfat Ali Shah and Dafadar
(dismissed) Abdul Hashem Mridha.

The eight jailed for life are Lt Col
(dismissed) Khondaker Abdur Rashid, Lt
Col (relieved) Shariful Haq Dalim, Lt Col
(retd) SHMB Noor Chowdhury, Lt Col
(retd) AM Rashed Chowdhury, Maj
(relieved) Ahmed Shariful Hossain,
Capt (retd) Abdul Majed, Capt (re-
lieved) Kismat Hasem and Capt (re-
lieved) Nazmul Hossain.

The apex court upheld the judgment
of a Dhaka court that convicted and
sentenced Muslemuddin, Marfat and

over

Hashem Mridha to death and handed
life imprisonment to 12 others, includ-
ingtheeight,in 2004.

Four others - Lt Col (dismissed) Syed
Faroog-ur Rahman, Lt Col (retd) Sultan
Shahriar Rashid Khan, Maj (retd) Bazlul
Huda and Maj (retd) AKM Mohiuddin
Ahmed -- were executed in the
Bangabandhu murder case in 2010.

The following year, the SC exempted
the four from the charges of killing the
national leaders in jail as they were
executed.

Earlierin August 2008, the High Court
had upheld the capital punishment for
Muslemuddin and acquitted Marfat,
Hashem Mridha, Farooq, Shahriar,
Mohiuddin and Bazlul Huda in the jail
Killing case.

BCL men
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committee, alleged that the BCL lead-
ers set up the structures at night. They

From crime
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land grabbers returned to occupy the free
space.

It was then that Alam decided to put
his foot down and make a permanent
changeby turningitinto a park.

When Alam sought help from local
businesses to fund the project, Safiullah
Al Munir, chairman of Index Group, and
authorities from Alauddin Textile Mills
picked up the bill.

‘With help from the contractor of the
Dhaka-Tangail four-lane highway project,
he excavated around 200m of the dead
canal and bound the banks of a mean-
dering river branch in a mere two weeks.

The newly dredged canal got a facelift
with the water hyacinths and wastes
beingpulled out.

“Truth be told, I initially intended to
turn it into a simple flower garden. But
seeing the encouragement from the
locals, it turned into a large-scale pro-
ject and was completed in just six
months,” said the SP.

submitted a written complaint against Flower beds outlining the river banks
the two to the upazila | andlush sallaround itis now

nirbahi officer, he said asighttobehold.
Abdul Monaf, mayor of] pocls sit idly on the concrete park
municipality, confirmed | penc bank, children play

the incident of constructing structures.

Contacted, Touha Chowdhury
denied hisinvolvement in the incident.

But this correspondent could not
reach Sajib for comments.

Masum Billah, Jagannathpur UNO,
said he heard about the incident. They
would investigate the incident and
take action against those responsible
forthe incident, he added.

on the swings, slides and see-saws while
families are seen enjoying picnics
underneath the permanent umbrella
structures next to flowing fountains.

‘The large trees provide shade to those
resting after their morning walks along
the paved walkways.

At sunset, lamps along the walkways
light up the park. Both male and female
secuiity persornel fom “the neatby

den

police line are present at all times to
ensure safety.

Although the park s near completion,
authorities could not hold back the locals
from entering and enjoying the scenic
beauty.

People are entranced by the winged
horse statues at the entrance, while there
isnoticketbooth to chargean entry fee.

"We expect the work to finish soon.
Our Inspector General of Police Shahidul
Haque will inaugurate the park next
month," said Alam.

Much appreciated and praised, people
have lovingly named the park 'SP Park'to
express gratitude to Alam for his efforts.

Abdul Latif, a resident of Hazra Ghat
area, said, “Itis surprising to see how the
once filthy place has now been trans-
formed into such a beautiful, natural
parkin ashort span of time.”

Nizam Uddin of Charabari village in
Sadar upazila said, “My family and I come
hereoften, even though welive far away.”

It is important that children run and
play in fresh air, said Naoshad Rana
Sunvee, principal of a kindergarten
school in the town. “Since entry to the
park is free, children come here often
to play on therides.”

Tangail that is 100km Northwest of
Dhaka lacked proper recreational activi-
ties. Locals usually flocked to the DC Lake
newly built by the district
stration about a year and half
ago. However, the park charges a fee to
enterand getup on therides.

“We will decide on the nitty-gritty of
the park's upkeep and maintenance after
itiscompleted,” said the SP.




