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Bangabandhu's
March 7 speech
now world
heritage

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Unesco has recognised
the historic March 7

speech of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
as a world documentary
heritage.

The speech has been
included in the Memory of
the World International
Register, a list of world's
important documentary
heritage maintained by
Unesco.

Director General Irina
Bokova of Unesco
announced the decision on
Monday at the Unesco
Headquarters in Paris, says
a foreign ministry press
release.

On March 7, 1971,
Bangabandhu in his fiery
speech called on the free-
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Chaos in
Feni, again

Two empty buses set on fire soon
after Khaleda's motorcade crosses

the area on way to capital

MOHAMMAD AL MASUM MOLLA

Three days after Khaleda Zia's motorcade came under attack
in Feni, two empty buses went up in flames at Mohipal in the
district town just after the BNP chief's car crossed the area.

According to party leaders, the buses were set on fire
while Khaleda's convoy was passing through the place. Her
carwas some 30 feet from the spot.

Police said unidentified people threw “something” at the
buses causing the fire, immediately after the motorcade left
Mohipal at 4:30pm.

The two busses were parked near a filling station on
Dhaka-Chittagong highway, Jahangir Alam Sarkar, superin-
tendent of police in Feni, told The Daily Star.

The arson created a commotion, and commuters as well
as BNP supporters and activists who thronged the roadsides
to greet their leader began to run in panic.

Later, fire service men doused the blaze; none was report-
edlyinjured.

A number of eyewitnesses said they saw some youths
hurl petrol bombs at the buses. Asked about it, the SP said
he could not say for sure as probe has just begun.

Agitated BNP activists vandalised several vehicles after
the incident and police picked up six persons and the driv-
ers of the buses for interrogation.
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Two parked buses in flames on the Dhaka-Chittagong
highway in Feni's Mohipal area around 4:30pm yester-
day, shortly after BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia's
motorcade passed the area. The BNP chief was on her
way to the capital after distributing relief among the
Rohingyas in Cox's Bazar.
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He plotted to
fly plane into
VIP houses

Claims Rab on arrest
of a co-pilot
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Rab yes-
terday arrested
a Biman
Bangladesh
Airlines co-
pilot, who .
according to  Sabbir
the force, was planning to
carry out a suicide attack on
the houses of government
high-ups with an aircraft

First Officer Sabbir
Emam Sabbir, 31, had an
alternative plan of kidnap-
ping passengers of an air-
craft and taking it to a coun-
try in the Middle East, Mufti
Mahmud Khan, director
(legal and media wing) of
the Rapid Action Battalion,
told a press conference in
the capital.

He did not give details of
the alleged plans by the
arrestee, who is the son of the
arrested owner of a building
raided by the Rab in the
capital's Darussalam area
around two monthsago.

During the operation on
September 4-8, Abdullah
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SHOULDN'T YOU?

After 7 years, it starts
partially next year

‘WasiM BIN HABIB

Uniform admission test for students’ enrol-
ment in public universities, overdue for
seven years, is likely to be introduced par-
tially next year.

As per a decision, the admission proce-
dure, known as "cluster system”, will be
applicable for students' selection only in
agricultural universities across the country,
said Prof Abdul Mannan, chairman of
University Grants Commission (UGC).

It means admission seekers will be
enrolled at those universities based on the
merit list prepared from one single test,
relieving them of the hassle of taking sepa-
rate exams for different institutions.

“The agricultural universities have agreed
to introduce the system of admission test
next year. This is an informal decision....
We'll sit with the vice chancellors of these
universities after the end of the ongoing
admission tests to find out the mode of
operation, who and how to introduce it,"
the UGC chairman told The Daily Star
yesterday.

The education ministry in 2010 decided
in principle to introduce uniform admis-
sion system, or cluster system. Under the
system, students would take one test for a
place in any of the science and technology
universities and .Inolher test for a plmu in

QuizzICAL CHANGES IN SIBL

BB rushes to
approve it

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Bank approved the sudden changes in Social
Islami Bank Limited (SIBL) only hours after the Shariah-
based bank provided it with documents on Monday.

The SIBL submitted to the BB the resignation letters of
outgoing SIBL chairman Md Rezaul Haque, executive com-
mittee chairman Md Anisul Hoque and managing director
Shahid Hossain after the SIBL held a board meeting at the
Westin Dhaka hotel amid tight security.

Soon after the 90-minute meeting on Monday, the bank
gave the BB the credentials of the newly appointed chair-
man, executive committee chairman and the MD.

The central bank hurriedly accepted the resignation
leuers and provnded no-objection certificates (NOC) to the

BB officials told The Daily Star yesterday.

any of
SEE PAGE 2 COL 5

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

A Rohingya refugee man holds his daughter as it rains,
after crossing the Bangladesh-Myanmar border, in
Teknaf of Cox's Bazar yesterday.

Stop using
landmines

Rights group to Myanmar army

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

PHOTO: REUTERS

Nine out of the 14 states and regions in Myanmar are con-
taminated with landmines, making it the world's third most
landmine-contaminated country, behind Afghanistan and
Colombia. The telling statistic was revealed by Fortify

Rights, a US-based rights group.
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A human rights group has asked Myanmar military and
ethnic armed groups to immediately cease using
antipersonnel landmines that terrorised, maimed and
killed civilians in Rakhine and other states of Myanmar.

Fortify Rights, which works in Southeast Asia, also
demanded that Myanmar ratifies the 1997 Mine Ban Treaty.

It said that since August, Fortify Rights and others, docu-
mented how the Myanmar military laid antipersonnel
landmines in northern Rakhine state, resulting in the deaths
and maiming of Rohingya civilians fleeing a military-led
attack.

Over 607,000 Rohingya have fled to Bangladesh since
the Myanmar army began its “clearance operations” in
response to the coordinated killings of Myanmar security
personnel by the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army on
August 25 this year.
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