MUSING

Growing up, vampires were never quite the James Deans of
the undead that they are today. Vampires that | would
encounter were middle-aged, had an unwholesome pallor,
the same coiffure as Alfalfa from The Little Rascals, and god-
awful vaguely-European accents. “Interview with a Vampire”
was not exactly G-rated and such was the extent of my
exposure.

With the passage of time (and stolen glimpses of writh-
ing limbs and beautiful cursed brides in Bram Stoker's
Dracula), one comes to learn of the association of seduction
and sensuality with this particular genus of the nightly
undead.

The vampire trope has seen many a manifesta-
tion through the ages—from Bela Lugosi's
caped and clawed Count Dracula, to Gary
Oldman's macrocephalic monster, and Let
the Right One In's killer pre-teen
Eli—which suggests that although their
modus operandi necessitates them to be
alluring, on-screen vampires were not
always as good-looking as they are now.

While every other Hollywood blockbuster
features a set of chiselled abs and cheekbones
so sharp they could cut someone, what makes
Eric Northman and Damon Salvatore so particularly
hard to resist? Why are real-life women as spellbound as the
victims in vampire stories?

Well vampires are no longer middle-aged, vaguely-
European men with a lot of stage makeup thrown on.
Tortured, enigmatic, and prone to excessive acts of self-
sacrifice for the sake of the heroine, the 21st century vam-
pire is the ultimate incorrigible bad boy. Their often base-
less love and unstirring devotion for the terribly average girl
next door resonates so strongly with us mere mortals, that
they make the perfect formula for young-adult fandom.

s that all there is to it? On a rather serious note, some

[all, handsome and deathly — the enduring
allure of vampires

academics postulate that vampires represent something
called supernormal stimuli—when an animal's instinctive
drives are triggered by stimuli that were unnatural amplifi-
cations of the normal cues for which their responses were
designed to light up.

Bear with me. It's like when birds that normally sit on
their own small light-blue eggs preferentially sit on much
larger eggs that are painted a brighter shade of blue. Sound
familiar? At the risk of sounding misogynistic, vampires do
personify overblown versions of features that women tend
to find attractive in real life.

Research on mate preferences often shows that
women are attracted to men about their own age,
but often marry older, not because being old
and wrinkly is in itself attractive, but it may be

a cue to already-accumulated wealth. From
the Salvatores' ancient sprawling mansion
to the Cullens' more modern sprawling
mansion, these men do not exactly live like
indigents.

And even the most impoverished vam-
pire still has superhuman strength, centuries
of wisdom, and the ability to resist any physical

attack—all attractive features. And apparently,
their sharp pointy teeth are also cues of male domi-
nance in the mammalian world.

[Don't you just love it when Stefan bares his fangs and
goes all Super Mario on his foes?]

The vampire craze might have simmered down for a
while, what with Twilight fans having entered their mid-20s
and working respectable jobs. But they will be
back—darker, more handsome, and better at their mind
games since the last time you met.

After all, vampires never get old.
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CHECKIT OUT

Discount offers
from Cats Eye

Look out for Red Tags on
clothes for thirty to fifty
percent discount at all
Cats Eye stores! Online
buyers can enjoy up to
ten percent discount for
a limited time. The
renowned brand also
has a new collection
with variety in patterns
and texture in formal
and casual street wears.

For home delivery, as
well as more informa-
tion on the discounts,
visit
www.catseye.com.bd, or
visit their Facebook

page:
facebook.com/Catskyeltd

sunsilk

hair on your side!
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Bend instabun till
both ends meet.

@& Howp

Hold both ends of
instabun and roll it
under your hair.

€ PLACE

Place instabun on
the back of your
neck. Then slide it
down to the bottom
of your hair.

@ sPREAD

Spread hair to make a
perfect circle. Blend
instabun with your hair.

Unilever Care Line
09-666-999-666 =

*Get 1 Instabun free with every purchase of Sunsilk 375ml shampoo. Stock limited.
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Get an instabun free* with every
375ml Sunsilk shampoo. Bring a
new look to your hair instantly
and easily using instabun.




