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Husband's
brutality lands
her in hospital

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

A newlywed schoolteacher, who was tortured allegedly by
her husband and in-laws for dowry on Friday night, is now
undergoing treatment at Thakurgaon Sadar Hospital with
severe injuries on the head.

The victim, Nurun Nahar Tanjila, 28, an assistant teacher
of Dangapara Government Primary School in Atwary
upazila of Panchagarh, is daughter of freedom fighter
Sheikh Nurul Islam.

Victim's family sources said Tanjila was married to Anwar
Hossain, a lecturer of Pirganj Government College and son
of Helal Uddin, on May 28 this year, following a love affair
and the couple started living Tanjila's parents' house.

Couple of weeks after the marriage, Anwar began to
create pressure on Tanjila for dowry and started torturing
her frequently.

Being refused continuously, Anwar snapped all ties with
Tanjila and started living at his parents' house 20 days ago.

On Friday morning, Anwar phoned Tanjila and asked her
to come to his Laututhi village home for a discussion.

Following Anwar's call, Tanjila accompanied by her
cousin's husband Ashraful Islam went to the house the
same evening,

After reaching the house, a quarrel ensued between
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Brutally tortured by her husband and in-laws, school-
teacher Nurun Nahar Tanjila receiving treatment at the

corridor of Thakurgaon Sadar Hospital. PHOTO: STAR

Tanjila and her in-laws' family members, including her
husband Anwar, over the issue.

At one stage of altercation, Anwar and his family members
beat up Tanjila mercilessly and later hit her on the head with a
sharp weapon around 11:30pm, leaving her seriously injured.

They also harassed Ashraful physically when he tried to
save Tanjila from their wrath and confined him to a room.

Hearing screams, neighbours rushed in, rescued
Tanjila and admitted her to Thakurgaon Sadar
Hospital the same night.

Being informed by the locals, police rescued Ashraful
from his confinement and detained Anwar's father Helal
from the house.

Tanjila filed a case with Thakurgaon Police Station
against nine people, including her husband, yesterday.
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Pachkahonia village in Tangail Sadar upazila.
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Farmers try to straighten flattened paddy plants using 'lodging method' at a field of
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Fresh blow for paddy growers

Flash floods, gusty wind damage Aman plants in three districts

STAR COUNTRY DESK

Flash floods have caused extensive
damage to Aman plants and vegeta-
bles in different areas of
Moulvibazar and Habiganj districts
in last few days while last week's
heavy shower and gusty wind flat-
tened paddy plants in Tangail.

Crops including Aman paddy
and vegetables in different areas of
Moulvibazar and Habiganj got
damaged due to inundation for the
last few days, reports our
Moulvibazar correspondent.

“Saplings of newly planted
Aman paddy on my 3.5 acres of
land have started rotting as it
remained under floodwater for
over a week,"” said Hiralal Das of
Asroygram village in Kulaura
upazila of Moulvibazar.

Hasanul Islam, 45, of
Madanagor village in the upazila
said he cultivated red amaranth
and green chilli on 70 decimals of
land, spending about Tk 20,000.

“I sold some vegetables for Tk
10,000. If the flood had not damaged
the crops, [ would have got around Tk
30,000 this season, " hesaid.

“Paddy on 15,951 hectares has
already been destroyed by
floodwater as the area saw heavy

rain for a couple of days. Winter
vegetable growers are facing huge
losses too,” said Md Fazlur
Rahman, deputy director (DD) of
the Department of Agricultural
Extension (DAE) in Habiganj.

Shahjahan Chowdhury, DD of
Moulvibazar DAE, said Aman and
vegetable fields in some areas have gone
under floodwater. Farmers are being
advised to plant alternative crops if the
existing crops are damaged.

Flood affected farmers of these
districts have appealed for govern-
ment help to buy saplings and
fertilisers to plant Aman seedlings
again after the recession of
floodwater, said Darud Alij,
regional convener of Haor Ebong
Nodi Rokkha Committee.

Our Tangail Correspondent
reports: Transplanted Aman plantsin
the district have been badly affected
by the heavy shower accompanied by
gusty wind on Friday and Saturday.
The half-ripe paddy plants on vast
lands are rotting as they remained
flattened on water and mud.

Earlier, transplanted Aman
paddy of 14,800 hectares of lands
out of total 82,000 hectares in the
district was fully damaged by floods,
said officials of the Department of
Agriculture Extension.
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A paddy field ravaged by the flash flood at Tilagaon in Kulaura upazila
of Moulvibazar that saw untimely heavy rain recently.

“Our sub-assistant agriculture
officials suggested the farmers to
straighten the flattened paddy
plants using 'lodging method' for
saving the crop from possible
damage. Following the method,
farmers have to straighten the
flattened plants and tie up four
bundles of the plants with the
leaf," said Abu Adnan, additional

deputy director of Tangail DAE.
However, several farmers said

they are not applying the method

due to high labour cost required

PHOTO: STAR

for the purpose.

"All the flattened paddy plants
will rot if it remains in water. The
damage will be 75 percent if it falls
on the mud and 25 percent ifitis on
relatively dry land. Besides, about 10
per cent of the just flowering paddy
plants can turn sterile due to the hit
by gusty wind,” said Mohammad
Osman Gani, a sub-assistant agri-
culture officerin Sadar upazila.

"This is a bitter blow for the
farmers only three weeks before
harvesting, " he added.

Man arrested
for posting
insulting words
about PM

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Nilphamari

A union parishad member
was arrested in Kishoregan
upazila on Friday on charge
of posting insulting words
about Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina on his Facebook page
the previous day.

The accused is Khalilur
Rahman Dablu, 45, a mem-
ber of Bahagli Union
Parishad.

LIpazila Swechchhasebak
League Vice-President
Asaduzzaman filed a com-
plaint with Kishoreganj
Police Station against Dablu
in this regard.

Dablu was arrested on
Friday night.

Officer-in-Charge Bazlur
Rashid said the complaint will
be recorded under the
Information and

Communication Technology
(ICT) Act.

Jubo League
leader held
on charge
of rape

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Nilphamari

A Jubo League leader was
arrested yesterday in a case
for raping a teenage school-
girl.

The arrestee is Dolon
Chandra Roy, 21, president
of Ward No 5 unit of Jubo
League in Sonarai union of
Domar.

Dolon used to make
illicit proposal to the sev-
enth grader of Kisamat
Bhutian village in Sadar
upazila for last three
months, said police.

On October 22, when the
oirl was going to school, the
Jubo League leader and an
accomplice picked the girl
up on a motorbike and fled
away.

The accused took her to
the vacant house of his
accomplice Sumon in
Domar upazila headquar-
ters and raped her for two
consecutive days. At one
stage, the victim fled the
spot on October 24 and
came to hervillage home.

Further concerns over their return

FROM PAGE 1

of rice paddy in Maungdaw -- the
Rohingya-majority area hit hardest by
the violence -- according to state media
and alocal official.

"We started harvesting today in Myo
Thu Gyi village tract,” Thein Wai, the
head of Maungdaw's Agricultural
Department, told AFP.

"We are going to harvest some paddy
fields of Bengalis who fled to
Bangladesh," he said, using a pejorative
term for the Rohingya commonly used
by officials and the Buddhist public.

The official said he did not know
what government would do with the
rice or its proceeds.

Workers were bused in from other
parts of the country to assist with the
harvest, according to the state-run
Global New Light of Myanmar,

Rights groups blasted the govern-
ment's harvest as part of a systematic
effort to expunge the Rohingya from
Rakhine.

"Government officials leading the
harvest are clearly more concerned
about these fields of abandoned rice
than they ever were about the
Rohingya people who sowed it," said
Human Rights Watch's Phil Robertson.

"This all reinforces a singular, local
level Rakhine message to the Rohingya
refugees in Bangladesh that what's
yours is now mine, and you're not
welcome back.”

Fortify Rights said the harvest was an
"outrageous" move by authorities who

have a long history of land grabs, partic-
ularly in ethnic minority frontiers.

Myanmar's civilian leader Aung San
Suu Kyi -- who has no control over the
powerful army -- recently created a
committee to oversee resettlement in
Rakhine, where tens of thousands of
other minority groups were also inter-
nally displaced by the violence.

The construction of homes for
minorities such as the Mro has begun,
according to state media, while Suu
Kyi's government has enticed business
tycoons to donate to the rebuilding
effort.

But fear abounds that the rehabilita-

tion will sideline the Rohingya -- a
group that has suffered under decades
of state-backed discrimination.
'STILLUNDER NEGOTIATION'
Also yesterday, the Global New Light of
Myanmar corrected a report that a UN
settlement programme, UN-Habitat,
had agreed to help build housing for
people fleeing violence in the west of
the country, where an army operation
has displaced hundreds of thousands.

The development underscores
tension between Myanmar and the
United Nations, which in April criti-
cized the government's previous plan
to resettle Rohingya Muslims dis-
placed by last year's violence in “camp-
like” villages.

The state-run newspaper said it had
“incorrectly stated that UN-Habitat
had agreed with the Union govern-
ment to provide technical assistance in

building housings for displaced peo-
ple in northern Rakhine.”

“LInion officials say that the issue is
still under negotiation. The GNLM
regrets the error,” said the newspaper.

In its report on Thursday, the daily
said UN-Habitat had agreed to provide

trative system”,

capital Naypyidaw.
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Rohingya who return to Myanmar
are unlikely to be able to reclaim their
land, and may find their crops have
been harvested and sold by the govern-
ment, according to Myanmar officials
and plans seen by Reuters.

Myanmar in August suggested that
UN agencies such as the World Food
Programme have provided food to

most of their staff.

Five hurt in clash

FROM PAGE 2

on Friday, but some Rohingya
refugees, who were guarding
the camp, tried to resist them.

At one stage, a clash broke
out there, which left the five
people injured, said
Mohammad Abdul Mujib,
officer-in-charge of Ukhia
Police Station.

He said refugees at the
camp caught two attackers,
Nurul Boshor and Elias, and
handed them over to police.

Law enforcers also recov-
ered two firearms and six bul-
lets from the detainees, the OC
added.

Lalu Majhi, a Rohingya

leader at the camp, alleged
that the criminals fired a
couple of shots during the
clash.

The injured are Rohingya
refugee Rafiquddin and
workers Moshtak Hossain,
Sharif Hossain, Jashimuddin
and Shahed Ali. The workers
are from Keshobpur upazila
of Jessore.

Police said the workers
were hired by a contractor
for installing tube wells at
the camp. The injured work-
ers received treatment at a
local medical centre while
Rafiquddin was treated at
the MSF hospital.

88 wild birds

rescued

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

Law enforcers in a drive
caught a bird hunter red-
handed and rescued 88
wild birds from his posses-
sion in Naogaon's
Mahadevpur upazila on
Thursday night.

The poacher, Abdus
Sattar, 50, son of late Abbas
Ali of Sherpur village in
Sadar upazila, hunted the
birds from different areas

Mahadevpur Police Station.
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