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Writing About Nature

a forest, climbing a hill, taking a boat ride

through the countryside, or even standing in
an endless open field can be a liberating experience
evoking a myriad of emotions and feelings. When we
are surrounded by nature, we can leave behind our
everyday thoughts and worries and, consciously or
otherwise, reconnect to the primeval umbilical cord
that binds us to this earth. Some of us feel poetic,
some want to explore the interconnectedness of life,

I :m‘ most of us who live in cities, walking inside

others remember their
childhood playing in the
grass, while yet others
think of ways to preserve
nature for future
generations. Some are
lucky enough to have an
epiphany or a flash of
insight. For most of us,
spending time in nature
is a deep and profound
experience that, more
often than not, leaves us
yearning for more.

Writers have written
about their experience in
nature for a long time.
These writings
communicate the
experience as well as
educate and inform the
reader. Today, perhaps
because of the sense of
urgency created by
climate change, nature
writing has gained
renewed importance. The
genre has a new name: it
is called "Environmental
Writing.”

Environmental writing
is one of the strongest
and most original

branches of American literature where it finds its
roots in Henry David Thoreau's Walden as well as the
writings of John Muir, John James Audubon and
other pioneering conservationists. More modern
classics include Aldo Leopold's Sand County Almanac,
Annie Dillard's Pilerim at Tinker Creek, Rachel
Carson's Silent Spring and Barry Lopez's Arctic
Dreams. You may not have read these works, but
chances are you have read these classic lines of

The forest beckons.
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environmental writing from the poet Robert Frost:

“the woods are lovely, dark and deep/but I have
promises to keep/and miles to go before I sleep.”
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While the styles and narratives of these disparate
works vary, the authors have one thing in common.
They have spent a long time outdoors, in nature,
contemplating, observing, following, often being
challenged and facing difficulties but ultimately
having an illuminating experience they want to share.

Why is time spent in the field so important?
Because it takes time to observe significant details.
For example, | knew that baby dragonflies (called
nymphs) hatch and live underwater. But I puzzled

how the adult female
dragonfly lays its eggs on
water until I read, in
Dillard's book, that it
does so by flying so close
to water that its belly
skims the surface,
releasing the eggs. Dillard
made this discovery only
after patient observation
and her writing
completed the
connection for me. Sure
enough, after the heavy
rains, I observed
dragonflies perform the
same trick over water in a
submerged road in
Purbachol.

With a few notable
exceptions - Jibananda
Das, Bibhutibhusan
Banerjee, Buddhodeb
Guho - environmental
writing was, until very
recently, scarce in the
literature of our land.
This is despite the rich
biodiversity and natural
beauty of the region.
Fortunately, along with
budding naturalists,
birders, explorers and

mountain-climbers, a group of mostly younger
environmental writers has emerged in Bangladesh
today. Fortunate, because as we stand at the
threshold of middle-income nationhood, it is vital
that our people know about our natural treasures so
they can make informed decisions on matters
impacting our environment, and these writers can
educate the public on this matter. After all, if you
don't know what you have, how can you save it?

wivwe. thtishambkabir.com

Licence counterfeiting gang busted

2 held with 'huge number' of fake driving licences, number plates

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Rapid Action Battalion detained
two alleged fraudsters with a huge
number of fake driving licences and
digital number plates from Demra
and Gazipur areas early yesterday.

Forged legal documents, educa-
tional certificates, hologram stickers
and equipment for making such
documents were also seized from
them, said Shahabuddin Khan, com-
manding officer (CO) of Rab-10, at a
press briefing at the elite force's
media centre in the capital's Karwan
Bazar yesterday.

The detainees are Zakir Hossain
Babul, 32, and Masud Hawlader,
34, Zakir was held in Demra area
while Masud in Gazipur. Based on
information, Rab conducted
drives in the areas and made the
arrest, he said.

The Rab commanding officer
claimed that Zakir was involved in
selling forged mark sheets and certifi-

Several of the fake digital number plates of various types of vehicles. The Rapid Action Battalion yesterday held two
fraudsters for allegedly producing a large number of fake digital number plates and driving licences.

cates of different universities and
training centres since 2003 in the
guise of a stationary business in
Nilkhet. Masud joined him in 2016.
Around nine months back, Zakir
moved back to Demra and continued
the business from home, the CO added.

A seized equipment that the criminals

used to make fake digital number
plates. PHOTO: STAR

“They used to sell forged docu-
ments and items at Tk 500 to Tk 2,000.
They also supplied those to various
districts as per demand,” he said.
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The fake driving licences and
number plates were used in differ-
ent parts of the country and the
certificates were used while apply-
ing for jobs.

“But at times, we find fake number
plates or registration numbers after
any incidents of crime. In such cases,
criminals often remain untraced,”
said Shahabuddin Khan.

According to traffic sources, traffic
police use a hand-held device to scan
the digital number plates and obtain
information of the vehicles from the
Bangladesh Road Transport Authority
(BRTA).

But the device needs to be updated
as it does not contain latest informa-
tion of the licence plates and registra-
tion numbers, said a traffic sergeant,
wishing anonymity.

The Rab is trying to arrest other
members of the group, said the
CO. Filing of a case was underway

with the Demra Police Station, he
added.
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Weather may remain mainly dry with temporary partly cloudy sky over the country in 24 hours
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A cross section of people yesterday remembered war hero Masud
Sadigue Chullu, fondly called Chullu Bhai by his loved ones. He was a
member of the special squad "Crack Platoon" that carried out secret
guerrilla attacks on Pakistani occupation forces during the 1971
Liberation War. On invitation by The Daily Star, his friends, relatives
and well-wishers attended a memorial meeting at The Daily Star
Centre, recalling the contribution and love the valiant freedom fighter
had for the country and its people. The Daily Star Editor and Publisher
Mahfuz Anam moderated the meeting, where Ismat Ara Sadique, state
minister for public administration, below, spoke, among others. Chullu

Bhai breathed his last on October 16, at the age of 72.
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till 6:00pm today, says the Met office. The sun sets in the capital today at 5:22pm and rises
tomorrow at 06:03am. Highest and lowest temperatures recorded in some major cities and
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Society needs
people like

Dr Anisuzzaman

Speakers tell event

marking his 80th birthday;

say he can be called

'‘nation’'s conscience'
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prof Emeritus Anisuzzaman

can be recognised as the
“nation's conscience” for
his lifelong journey into
literature and multifaceted
contributions to society,
eminent personalities said
at an event yesterday.

On one hand, the

scholar authored numerous

books to enrich Bangla
literature, while he also
took to the street and ech-
oed people's demands
during different move-
ments, they said.

Marking his 80th birth
anniversary, which was on
February 18 this year, cul-
tural organisation

SEE PAGE 5 COL 2

Greed knows

no bound

Bogra school management committee illegally
sells scrap materials of dismantled building;

all 11 members sued

A CORRESPONDENT, Bogra

Located in the Jamuna basin, Char Pakuria
Government Primary School was constantly
under a threat of river erosion.

In July 2016, the school, under Kajla
union of Sariakandi upazila in Bogra, was
shifted to a safer and close by location
after building a new tin-shed structure
there with the help of the Upazila
Parishad, who allocated Tk 1 lakh for the
school.

The new school also had an open space
in front for its 150 students to play.

The old structure was dismantled and
later the materials including tin, angles,
doors and windows were kept in a corner of
the field.

The idea was to sell the materials,
amounting upto 3 tonnes, at a convenient
time and use the money for the betterment
of the school.

But greed took over the members of the
school management committee and they
allegedly sold the materials to a local coun-
cillor.

On Wednesday around 9:00pm, when
the councillor and his people were taking
away some of the materials, police, on infor-
mation, arrested him, said Sirajul Islam,
officer-in-charge of Sariakandi Police
Station.

The headteacher of the school, Sahar Alj,

and chairman of its management commit-
tee, Tofazzal Hossain, had sold the materials
to municipality councillor (ward 1) Milon
Pramanik for Tk 75,000, said the OC.

Meanwhile, yesterday, Rafiqul Alam,
assistant thana education officer (ATEQ) of
the upazila, filed a case against 11 school
management committee members includ-
ing the headteacher and the chairman, said
the OC.

According to locals, the 11 committee
members are also activists of Awami League.

Contacted, Tofazzal Hossain alleged that
they had sold the materials with permission
from the assistant education officer. Sahar
Ali also echoed him,

Refuting the allegation, education officer
Rafiqul Alam said the school committee can
only sell the materials through an auction
after forming a committee. “They sold the
stuff without informing me,” he added.

A similar allegation was found against
the management committee of Bahula
Danga Government Primary School in
Chaluabari union under the same upazila,
he said.

The management committee consisting
11 AL activists sold materials weighing 4
tonnes at Tk 2 lakh at different times start-
ing from 2016 after the school was relo-
cated, he added. A case was also filed
against the 11 committee members yester-
day, said Rafiqul Alam.

www.aiub.edu

AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSITY-BANGLADESH

WHERE LEADERS ARE CREATED

PROGRAMS WE OFFER

- Undergraduate Programs

| BA_|
o English

o Economics

Economics

Management

Marketing
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Architecture

o Media & Mass Communication (MMC)
e Major in Mass Communication and Journalism
e Major in Television Production and Animation

Bachelor of Laws

(Granted Full Accreditation by PAASCU)
Accounting and Finance

Human Resource Management (HRM)
International Business (IB)
Investment Management (IM)

Management Information Systems (MIS)

Operations and Supply Chain Management (OSCM)
Tourism & Hospitality Management (THM)

LW (Accredited by |AB)

Electrical & Electronic Engineering (EEE) (Accredited by |IEB & PAASCU)
Computer Engineering (CoE) { Accredited by IEB)

I (Granted Full Accreditation by PAASCU)
Computer 5cience (C5)
Software Engineering (SE)
Computer Information Systems (CIS) (Math in HSC / A Level is optional)
Computer Science & Software Engineering (CSSE)
Computer Science & Engineering (CSE)

Admission Exam Date: 16 November 2017

- Graduate Programs

| MPH
o Epidemiology
2 Reproductive & Child Health
o Dental Public Health
o Occupational & Environmental Health
o Public Health Administration
o Hospital Management

H*H Master in Development Studies (MDS)

H:IM (Granted Full Accreditation by PAASCU)
o Accounting
o Agribusiness
© Business Economics
o Finance
o Management
2 Human Resource Management (HRM)
o Management Information Systems (MIS)
o Marketing
o Qperations and Supply Chain Management (OSCM)

B3TETN Executive MBA

(Granted Full Accreditation by PAASCU)

Master of Engineering in Telecommunications
(MTel)

Masters in Electrical & Electronic Engineering
(MEEE)

o Master of Science in Computer Science
(MSCS)

W PAASCU: Philipine Accrediting Association of Schools, Colleges and Universities. Member of
APQN- Asia Pacific Quality Network, INQAAHE, NCFMEA, CHEA-1QG, AQAN.

Continuing Education Center (CEC)

e Cisco Networking Academy (ITC/ASC) e
®* Microsoft IT Academy and MSDNAA
® EC-Council Academia
[ ]
)

SAP University Alliance
Juniper Networks Academic Alliance L

Courses Offered:

ITE, CCNA, CCNA Security, CCNP Boot camp
® MCITP, MCSD, PHP, Java, Linux, Android, CEH
® S5SAP Graphic Design Services
.

Interior Designing & Decoration training

JUNOS, JNCIA

For more information on the CEC Programs: Phone: 55034233, 55034180; Ext-558 Email: ce @aiub.edu

CAMPUS:
Ka-66/1, Kuratoli Road,
Kuril, Khilkhet,
Dhaka 1229, Bangladesh

ADMISSION INFORMATION:
83/B, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka 1213
Phone: 9897387, 58815387, Ext: 100, 199:;
Hotline: 01844115000; E-mail: info@aiub.edu

GRADUATE PROGRAM OFFICE:

[12 PM to 8 PM]
58/B, Road# 21, Banani, Dhaka 1213
Phone: 55034233, 55034180, Ext: 555



