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Biman pilot
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helm of the plane, issued a
Mayday call and asked the
r traffic control at Dhaka
to prepare for an emer-
gency landing, he added

The plane made several
low passes over Dhaka
airport so that the ATC
tower officials could see
and be sure that a wheel
was actually missing.

Talking to The Daily
Star, several officials of
Biman and Civil Aviation
Authority of Bangladesh
who were present at the
airport then, said Captain
Atique asked passengers to
tighten their seatbelts and
hold on to the seats in
front of them.

To avoid the spread of
panic, the pilot just
informed passengers that
they might have a bumpy
landing, said Capt

Rahmatullah, senior con-
sultant, aircraft accident
and investigation group of
CAAB.

After consulting with
the airline's senior pilots
over the radio, the pilot
used the “left-wing down”
technique to ensure that
the left landing gear
touched down first and the
right landing gear touched
down gently.

As it touched down, it
veered to the left and the
captain had to apply “sig-
nificant amount of right
rudder” to hold the aircraft
steady, said Capt
ahuddin.

He then used the emer-
gency brake to bring the
aircraft to a halt and the
passengers were able to
disembark through the
front left door.

Capt Salahuddin said had
the pilot lost control while
anding, the accident could
have been a major one.

Tofail Ahmed, a school
teacher of Saidpur
Cantonment High School
who was on board, said he
actually did not feel any
bump during landing, He
highly praised the pilot for
afely landing the plane.

Captain Atique could
not be reached for com-
ments.

Biman yesterday formed
a four-member probe com-
mittee, Shakil Meraj said.

Led by Captain Enam,
deputy chief of flight safety
of Biman, the probe body
was asked to submit its
report within 15 da
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A CNG-run three-wheeler stuck in thick mud on the Comilla-Sylhet highway at Bhadugarh
Molla Bari in Sadar upazila of Brahmanbaria. The photo was taken on Friday.

Highway in sorry state

Life miserable as Comilla-Sylhet road not 1epa1red in 7 years

MASUK HRIDOY, Brahmanbaria

The dilapidated Comilla-Sylhet
highway, an important road for
trade between Bangladesh and
India through Akhaura land port,
has turned hazardous for motor
vehicles.

The highway, which plays a vital
role in the economy of the region
by linking adjacent districts, did
not undergo any major repair
work in the last seven years, locals
alleged.

According to Brahmanbaria
Roads and Highways Department
(RHD), the highway was built in
1964 and around 18,000 vehicles
plyitevery day.

A42-km portion of the highway
from Kasba upazila headquarters
to Sarail Bishwa Road has devel-
oped big holes and cracks at differ-
ent points due to recent excessive
rainfall

A 3.8-km portion of the road
from Ramrail to Poniout in Sadar
upazila has been in deplorable
condition for the last one week.
Half of the 18-foot-wide road has
been dug up for upgrading of the
National Highway, disrupting
vehicular movement.

Vehicles ply the road in
Badhugarh Molla Bari area with
great difficulty as the road is cov-

The ﬂeplorable state of the Comill

la-! Sylhet highway in Ramrail to

Kawtuli area in Brahmanbaria town forces vehicles to move very
slowly, creating tailbacks. The picture was taken on Thursday last.

ered with thickmud.

During a visit to the highway
recently, this correspondent saw a
long line of vehicles stranded at
Sadar upazila due to closure of the
highway.

A 20-km portion of the road
from Ujanishar to Poniout is full
of potholes, which makes the
journey for the elderly people and
pregnant women a nightmare.

People from Sarail, Sadar,

Akhaura, Bijoynagar, Kasba
upazilas of Brahmanbaria and
Brahmanpara, Burichong,
Debidwar, Muradnagar and Sadar
upazilas of Comilla district use
this route to travel to
Brahmanbaria, Comilla, Sylhet,
Chittagong, Kishoreganj and
Mymensingh, among others,

Truck driver Harun Bhuiyan
said he was on the way ta
Chittagong from Sylhet on
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Thursday with 350 baskets of
malta when he came across a
number of potholes full of rain-
water, which made the road nar-
rower.

Azhar Islam, a college teacher
and resident of Basudeb village,
said the condition of the road is
quite miserable from Ramrail to
Kawtuli area and it is very difficult
tocrossit.

“It normally takes half-an-hour
to cross the 21-km-long road, but
at present it takes two hours or
more,” said Ziaul Karim, a school
teacher in Akhaura and a resident
of West Medda of Brahmanbaria
town,

Sub-Divisional

Engineer of
Brahmanbaria RHD Amir Hossain
said repair of the 3.8 km road from
Ramrail to Poniout area has
started at full swing and will take
uxmumln to finish.

Executive Engineer of
Brahmanbaria RHD Abu
Ehtesham Rashed said the rain
during the last week damaged the
road to a great extent. He added
that the government has allocated
Tk 34 crore to develop the 3.8 km
road from Ramrail Bridge
approach to Poniout bus stand
areain the town.

Engr assaulted
by AL leader

The latter demanded Tk 1.70cr
for Tk 70 lakh work

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bandarban

A ruling party man assaulted an engineer of Local
Government Engineering Department (LGED) in the dis-
trict yesterday as he did not release much more than the
stipulated bill for the construction of a bridge.

“Contractor Raju Barua came to the district office of
LGED and wanted to know why I didn't cooperate in releas-
ing Tk 1.70 crore as per his demand although he completed
work worth Tk 70 lakh under a running project. An alterca-
tion followed. At one stage, he beat me,” Sub-Assistant
Engineer of LGED Shajedur Rahman said.

The project is for construction of a 60-metre-long girder
bridge on Kalaghata-Taracha road under Rowangchhari
upazila of the district at an estimated cost of Tk 2.50 crore.

Raju, assistant press and publication secretary of the
district town Awami ague, also president of
Bangabandhu Shishu Kishore Mela of the district, said an
altercation with the engineer took place but he did not
beat the engineer.

Executive Engineer of l (‘ED Mohon Chakma
are very unhappy aboutit.”

Lawmaker Bir Bahadur U Shwe Ching said he does not
support such activities by the ruling party man.

id, “We

RUPA MURDER

Charge sheet
accepted

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

A court here yesterday accepted the charge sheet pressed
against five transport workers in the case for killing after
rape law student Rupa Khatun on a moving bus in Tangail
on August 25

Judge Abdul Mannan of Women and Children
Repression Prevention Tribunal in Tangail accepted the
charge sheet, said advocate Ataur Rahman Azad, secretary of
Tangail district unit of Manobadhikar Bastobayon
Sangstha, which is providing support to the state side in the
cas

The court fixed November 13 for the hearing for framing
charges against the accused, he said.

Sub-Inspector Kaiyum Khan Siddique, investigation
officer of the case and also in-charge of Araonkhola Police
outpost in Madhupur, submitted the charge sheet to the
Judicial Magistrate's Court in Tangail on October 15 and it
was later sent to the Women and Children Repression
Prevention Tribunal in Tangail, he added.

Police on August 25 recovered Rupa's body, then uniden-
tified, from near Tangail-Mymensingh road in Tangail's
Madhupurupazila

Sub-Inspector Aminul Islam of Madhupur Police Station
filed a murder case against unidentified criminals with the
police station in this regard.

Seeing news in media, Rupa's family members went to
Madhupur Police Station on August 28 and identified the
victim from her photographs kept there.

The next day, law enforcers picked up five staff of a bus -
helpers Shamim, 26, Akram, 35, and Jahangir, 20, driver
Habibur, 45, and supervisor Safar Ali, 55, from Madhupur.

The arrestees gave their confessional statements to the
Senior Judicial Magistrate's Court in Tangail on August 29
and 30, admitting their involvement in the crime.
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