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It was a baby,
not a tumour!

STAR REPORT

Khadija Begum was seven months
pregnant when her ultrasonograph
indicated she had twins.

But on September 18, Sheikh
Hosne Ara, who conducted the C-
section delivery at Gouripur Life
Hospital and Digital Diagnostics in
Daudkandi, said the woman had a
baby girl and there was a tumour
inside her, Khadija's cousin Faisal
Ahmed told The Daily Star.

Hosne Ara delivered the baby girl
and left what she thought was a
tumour inside Khadija's womb.

But the woman of Comilla
started having different complica-
tions in the following weeks and
had another ultrasonography done.

The test found that she indeed
had twins and one of the babies
was still in her womb.

She was admitted to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital (DMCH)
on Sunday. Physicians conducted a
surgery and delivered a stillborn
yesterday.

Salma Rouf, head of obstetrics
and gynaecology at DMCH, told
The Daily Star that Khadija had
experienced a very rare phenome-
non where one of the twins develops
within the uterus and another outside
of it.

This led Gouripur physician
Hosne Ara to assume that the baby
outside of the uterus was a tumour.

"When I opened her uterus, [
found one baby but the Ultrasono
suggested a twin. I noticed some-
thing suspicious outside the uterus.
The situation was complicated, so I
suggested that the woman be referred
to the DMCH immediately.

But she was not taken to DMCH.
I even called them and asked them
to go to DMCH," Hosne Ara told
The Daily Star.

A mobile court closed and
locked down Gouripur Life
Hospital and Digital diagnostic
yesterday as it did not have govern-
ment affiliation.

Key accused
'confesses'
gruesome
killing of girl

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

The main accused in the Barguna
college girl Mala Akthar murder case,
college teacher Alamgir Hossain
Palash, gave a confessional statement
before a court around noon yester-
day.

Senior judicial magistrate in
Amtali upazila court recorded his
statement, said Md Shahid Ullah,
officer-in-charge of Amtali Police
Station, also the investigation officer
(10) of the case.

Police also arrested Mainul Ahsan
Biplab in whose house the girl's
dismembered body was discovered.
He was sent to the court with a prayer
for a seven-day remand.

Meanwhile, police handed over the
body of the girl to her relatives yester-
day after an autopsy at Barguna
General Hospital. She was buried at
her family graveyard in Gudighata
village of Barguna after Asr prayers.

Mala, the 17-year-old daughter of
M Mannan Khan, a resident of
Gudighata village, had been in an
affair with Palash for seven years,
claimed sources with knowledge of
the content of the confessional state-
ment. She lived with her maternal
grandmother after her parents split.
Mala passed her SSC this year and
started studying at MB College in
Kalapara town.

Palash, who hails from Bashinda
in Mirjaganj upazila of Patuakhali, is
a lecturer at Ghotbaria Adarsha
College in Barguna. He is married to
a cousin of Mala and lives in Barguna
town. The couple has no children, the
sources said.

In recent times, Mala had been
putting pressure on Palash to marry
her and the two had been arguing
over the matter, they said quoting
Palash’s statement.

On Sunday afternoon, Palash took
Mala to the house of his relative,
lawyer Mainul Ahsan Biplab, in
Amtali upazila town where at one
point he hacked her to death with a
kitchen blade. The body in seven
parts was put in barrels inside the
bathroom.

Police recovered the body parts on
Tuesday and arrested Palash at the
scene.

Md Nazrul Islam, OC (enquiry)
for Amtali Police Station, filed a
murder case accusing two Palash and
Mainul.

Mainul's remand prayer will be
heard by the court on October 31.

Bijoy Bashak, SP of Barguna, said
the main accused has already con-
fessed. Police were investigating as to
who else was involved in the murder,
he added.

Time served
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terms, home ministry and jail
sources said. There are 62 Indian
nationals followed by 20
Myanmarese, three each of Pakistani
and Iranian origin and two
Nepalese.

The jail authorities have informed
the matter to the concerned embas-
sies but have to wait until receiving
confirmation about these nationals.

Compounding the problem, if
anyone dies while serving their sen-
tences, the jail authorities have to
keep their bodies in mortuaries for
months until confirmation comes
from their country of origin.

Currently, the jail database shows
that an Indian national's body is at
Dhaka Medical College (DMC)
morgue and one Myanmar
national's body at Cox's Bazar hospi-
tal morgue while the body of
another Indian national is being
kept at Sylhet hospital morgue.

Of these three individuals, Suraj
Singh died on January 3, 2017, Sup
Kumar died on July 19, 2017 and
Myanmar national Abu Siddique
died on February 2, 2017.

Seeking anonymity, a high official
of the prison headquarters told The
Daily Star that once a foreign
national is charged with a criminal
offence, then s/he becomes eligible
for deportation. In such cases,
prison authorities have to verify the
nationality and local addresses of the

i from their ies, the

Germany, Congo, Nepal, Nigeria,
Algeria and the United Kingdom.

Inspector General (IG) of Prisons,
Brig Gen Syed Iftekhar Uddin, how-
ever, told The Daily Star that things
have improved now and the foreign
missions have begun responding to
the queries they are sending to them
and giving feedback

It is still taking some time to get
verification as the prison authorities
need to send the queries to embas-
sies through home and foreign min-
istries. After receiving the queries,
the embassies send a letter to their
government and then the concerned
country verifies the identity of the
foreigners using their local police.

At times, it can take up to a year to
get the information back from the
relevant ministry as it disperses
through all the channels, said the IG.

“In this process, we are now facing
most difficulties with Myanmar as
the country does not accept that any
of their nationals are in our jails
although Myanmarese nationals
account for the highest number of
foreign prisoners in our jails,” he
said.

For this reason, the court, on
August 7, gave a decision about one
Myanmar national among the 20
whose prison term was already over
and ordered him to be released from
prison and kept in a refugee camp,
said the prison chief.

Asked about the nature of crimes

official explained.

“Unless the embassies verify the
information and give clearance, the
authorities will not be able to release
them, and the foreign nationals will
have to stay in jail for years even after
serving their term,” the official said.

Currently, 68 jails in the country
hold as many as 568 foreign
inmates. Of them, 421 are prisoners
and 58 are convicted. Of them, 324
prisoners are Myanmar nationals
while 47 others are Indian nationals.

Besides, there are 32 Pakistani
nationals, seven Thais, six
Malaysians, three each from
Tanzania, Peru and Cameroon, and
one each from China, Spain,

¢ itted by foreign nationals, IG
prisons said they are getting most
prisoners from India and Myanmar,
having usually arrested them for
illegal entry into Bangladesh. Some
of the offenders are accused of
money laundering and illegal VOIP
cases, hesaid.

The IG further said that they can-
not bury the dead bodies without
getting permission.

For example, one of the Indian
nationals, Tarak Mukharjee, died on
November 1, 2016. His body was
kept at DMC morgue for nearly nine
months. Jail authority completed
the burial process of Tarak after
getting Indian High C ission's
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Six DB men

FROM PAGE 16

The incident took place only a day
after the Anti-Corruption
Commission filed a case against
former superintendent of police of
Faridpur Subhash Chandra Saha and
his wife for allegedly amassing Tk
8.36 crore beyond their known
sources of income.

The DB men were taken to the
temporary camp at Sabrang and later
handed over to police after the SP
and the additional SP of Cox's Bazar
went there.

The police officials assured that
proper administrative measures
would be taken against the accused
policemen. They also returned Tk 17
lakh to Gafur's family.

Moniruzzaman said the DB men
released his brother around 4:00am
after taking the money on the Marine
Drive road, around 500 metres from
the checkpoint.

Gafur told this that the

Six doctors for 70,000
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are not seriously sick, while the poor
simply sufferand in some cases die.

There are numerous examples but
we are citing a few here to drive the
pointhome.

Abul Kalam, a rickshaw puller in his
mid-30s, had been suffering from a
rectal infection since he landed in jail
for murder in August 2015. As his
condition worsened in the jail hospi-
tal, his repeated pleas for better treat-
ment at a hospital outside the jail went
unheeded.

After 20 agonising months, Kalam
was finally moved to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) from
Kashimpur Central Jail-1 on March 13
this year and that too after he had
threatened to commit suicide, his wife
Fahimaalleged.

Doctors immediately performed a
surgery on his rectum that had already
developed gangrene. Kalam survived

detectives picked him up from Hotel
Al Gani in the district town around
1:00pm on Tuesday after he had
lunch with his friends.

“When two of my friends pro-
tested, the DB men said a case was
filed against me and they would
release me after grilling.

“The DB team confined me to a
room in Maheskhalia Para area and
demanded Tk 50 lakh for my release.
They threatened to kill me in crossfire
if I didn't oblige.”

The 26-year-old trader said the DB
men then contacted his family mem-
bers through his cell phone and
finally settled the ransom for Tk 17
lakh.

He said that though the culprits
were arrested, he still feared for his
and his family's safety.

Afjurul Hoque Tutul, additional SP
in the district, told our Cox's Bazar
correspondent that a departmental
case would be filed against the seven.

Kusum Dewan, additional deputy
inspector general (crime and opera-
tion) of the Chittagong Range, said,
“They [the DB men| have been taken
into police custody and legal action
will be taken against them.”

confirmation after a long process.

police h
L

formed a c i to

hesi but died three days later.

Family members of inmate Tara
Miah, 45, who died at the same hospi-
tal on April 21 this year also raised
serious allegation of poor treatment.
He was arrested in Comilla's
Daudkandi and had become sick. Tara
was moved to the DMCH six months
after his arrest but it proved to be too
late forhim.

His son Sumon now laments that if
they had arranged some money for
corrupt jail staffers, his father would
have been moved to the hospital much
sooner and probably he would not
have died.

When poor inmates like Kalam and
Tara have to stay in jails without proper
treatment, managing a VIP cabin in a
hospital outside the jails and staying
there without any apparent illness is
no big deal for many. They know what
it takes to get such undue privileges.

Many top criminals, drug barons,
political leaders, and graft-case con-
victs have records of mastering the craft
of staying in hospital without actually
beingsick.

Sources said that what they need to
do is just bribe people, including some
corrupt jail guards and jail hospital
staffers. A portion of the money also
goes to the pockets of doctors, they
claimed.

The ninja burglar
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eight-year career -- and were aston-
ished to find he was 74.

Police in the western Japanese city
of Osaka had been stumped by a string
of burglaries, their only lead being
security camera footage showing an
agile thief with a black neck-warmer
pulled up to the nose and a parker
hood down to the eyebrows.

"He was dressed all in black just like
a ninja," a senior official at the
Kawachi police station told AFP.

But the master thief made a mistake
in May -- his neck-warmer slipped and
his identity was revealed on camera.

Police recognised their man as
Mitsuaki Tanigawa, 74, who had a
previous record of thefts.

They then started watching the aged
crookand tried to trap him.

"Investigators watched him dodder-
ing out from his house like any other
old man during daytime. He then went
to an abandoned apartment room
where he changed and waited until it
gotdark," the official said.

"When he came out in the dark, he
was all in black... He did not take ordi-
nary streets, squeezing through tight
spaces between houses and running on
the tops of walls," he added.

As investigators were unable to
pursue the agile thief to catch him in
the act, they finally pounced when he
came back to his hideout at 4:00am
after robbingan electronics store.

Under arrest, Tanigawa said he
"hated working and thought stealing is
quicker,"” according to the police offi-
cial.

He has been charged for over 254
break-ins for thefts totalling 30 million
yen ($260,000) over the past eight
years.

He later told the police that he
needed only 10 minutes to sneak into a
house, stealing mainly cash from
peopleas they slept.

"He's a pro. He told us 'T have confi-

Stalker hacks
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Hearing her screams, the girl's family
members ran in to rescue her. The
attackers then swooped on the family
members; hacked and beat them up
with sharp weapons and sticks.

The family alleged that Raju, a CNG-
run auto-rickshaw driver from Alampur
village of the same union, has been
stalking the college student for last six
months. Introducing himself as an
activist of Jubo League, the ruling
Awami League's youth front, Raju has
been carrying out criminal activities in
thearea.

However, Rajganj union AL
President Tipu Sulatan said Raju was
known in the area as a criminal and he
had no links with the AL.

Meanwhile, OC Mahbub visited the
victims at the hospital yesterday and
told journalists that they were investi-
gating the incident.

dence in my job'," the police official
said

“If I were younger, [ wouldn't have
been caught. I'll quitnow asI'm 74 and
old enough,” the thief was quoted as
saying.

Girl examinees
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eight general education boards.
Around 3.78 lakh students would
take the JDC exams under the
madrasa education board, the min-
ister told journalists.

Of the total examinees, about 1.10
lakh are irregular, while some
99,467 students who had flunked up
to three subjects will take improve-
ment examinations, according to the
statistics provided by the ministry.

Some 659 overseas students
would sit for the tests at eight over-
seas centres. All but Bangla 2nd,
English 1st and English 2nd exams
would be held as per the creative
question method, said Nahid.

He said the regular students will
be sitting for the test on 10 papers
including the fourth subject total-
ling 850 marks. Securing a total
mark of 33 in MCQ and descriptive
parts will be regarded as pass mark.

The minister said they were going
to implement for the first time a
decision that all candidates must
enter examination halls half an
hour before the exam begins.

"Those who might get late due to
logical reasons or traffic jam in the
city will be allowed in, " Nahid said.

Education Secretary Sohorab
Hossain said, "There is always an
exception in every case. The officials
present at the centre will consider
the exception in order to allow them
[the students] in, if they are late.”

The minister said they made the
decision to prevent question leak.

"We have found that question
papers are most likely to be leaked
when teachers get them in hands
before the exam,” he added.

Asked whether any teacher was
held responsible for such question
paper leak, the secretary said, "In
some instances, teachers were
found to be involved. But their
number was very low."

Xi signals
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secretary of the C Party after

the incident.

An additional SP from the head-
quarters left for Cox's Bazar to carry
out the probe, said DIG of the
Discipline Section Abdul Alim
Mahmud.

1f the allegations against the DB
men are proved, they would be
sacked, added the police high-up.

Moghbazar
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Ahmad Sarani).

Later on, in mid-September last
year, LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Khandker Mosharraf
Hossain inaugurated another
2.25km section of the flyover con-
necting Bangla Motor and Mouchak.

In May this year, the minister also
inaugurated an extended 450-metre
section of the flyover stretching
between Hatirjheel intersection and
Sonargaon intersection across Karwan
Bazar level crossing.

Experts have all along said the Tk
85-crore extended section would not
bring any significant benefit due to
various drawbacks, especially for
abruptly landing without passing
over the critical traffic junction of
Sonargaon Hotel intersection.

The extension was included mid-
way through the construction draw-
ing flak that it would only add to
traffic mess near Sonargaon Hotel.

The Tk 1,219-crore flyover has
been built on 311 single piers along
the central line of the existing roads
with 50 ramps. The premier inaugu-
rated the flyover construction in
February 2013.

According to Local Government
Engineering Department, the imple-
menting agency of the project, the
flyover would help vehicular move-
ment over eight road intersections
and three level crossings -- Karwan
Bazaar, Moghbazar and Malibagh -
and would also help ease chronic
traffic congestion for north-south
traffic movement.

However, transport experts
dubbed the project as a concrete
block in the city heart and said it
would facilitate only as an overpass
across the level crossing and road
intersections for a portion of the
existing traffic volume, as the flyover
has no provision for right turn.

The LGED embarked on the fly-
over scheme in early 2013 amid
raging controversy with a 2005 lay-
out configuration ignoring manda-
tory approval of Dhaka Transport
Coordi Authority.

his political theory was enshrined in its
constitution, giving him an inviolable
mandate to rule and possibly position-
ing him to retain power for much
longer.

He was also reappointed head of the
country's Central Military
Commission.

Premier Li Keqiang, 62, retained his
seat on the seven-member committee
while five other men -- all little known
outside China - replaced comrades
who had reached an informal retire-
mentageof 68.

The project was originally sched-
uled to start in 2011 and completed
by December 2015, but it started in
2013.

In January 2015, the Executive
Committee of the National
Economic Council approved a revi-
sion of the project with an extension
of 18 months till June 2017 and an
increase in the cost by Tk 446.2 crore.

The scheme is financed jointly by
the Saudi Development Fund, OPEC
Fund for International Development
and the Government of Bangladesh.

Nur h d's case is an exam-
ple that was exposed by a ministry
probe recently.

Nur, accused in a sensational
cocaine smuggling case, was admitted
to Chittagong Medical College
Hospital (CMCH) without any major
physical problems. The hospital
authorities allowed him to stay in a
cabin.

The health ministry probe revealed
that the accused was admitted to the
CMCH cabin unnecessarily. Several
CMCH officials and doctors were
served show-cause notices and the
ministry asked the CMCH director to
file a criminal case against its former
assistant director Sheikh Mohammad
Jamal Mostofa Chowdhury for allow-
ing Nur to stay in the hospital illegally.

The ministry also wrote to senior
secretary to the public administration
ministry to request the Armed Forces
Division to withdraw CMCH Director
Brig Gen Md Jalal Uddin and take
action against him for his alleged
involvementin the matter.

Even though the health ministry
asked for taking departmental action
on Julyl0, Brig Gen Jalal is still the
director of CMCH.

About the allegations, Brig Gen Jalal
told The Daily Star yesterday evening
that the home ministry was investigat-
ing theallegations.

“The probe was at the final stage
and the enquiry report would reveal
whether [ was involved in the matter.
‘Whatever happens in the hospital, the
responsibility lies with me as 1 am its
chief,” hesaid.

Nur's case was not one off.

Influential prisoners, including
convicts, are staying in hospitals
instead of jails by bribing a section of
doctors and jail officials, claimed the
sources.

According to them, the prisoners
stay in hospitals to avoid jail and cite
simple physical problems like neck
pains, back pains and chest pains.

“The bribe ranges from Tk 10,000 to
several lakh depending on the status of
the inmates,” said a jail source wishing
anonymity. The “system” (of bribery)
is relaxed for political leaders and
those who have political influence.

Besides, the inmates have to pay
additional sums for hospital staffers
and on-duty jail guards during their
stay in hospital.

At least 30 percent of the inmates
who get admitted to hospitals outside
jails make the transaction through
corrupt jail and jail hospital staffers
and doctors reportedly get a slice of the
pie, jail sources alleged.

This is not a victimless crime. The
culture of bribing to go to hospitals
outside jails leaves poor inmates with
serious health issues neglected.

Officials at the Dhaka Medical
College morgue and jail sources said
nearly 50 inmates die every year while
undergoing treatment at DMCH. They
said the majority of them are brought
intoo late.

The Daily Star went through the
DMC morgue's ledger for May and
June and found that 11 inmates died
during the two months alone.

Biplob Kanti Biswas, a doctor at
Dhaka Central Jail, refuted the allega-

tions.

He, however, said they have to
consider some inmates for sending
them to hospitals outside the jails
under pressure from political leaders.

He claimed that they try to ensure
facilities for all inmates but security
issues and lack of vehicles are often
obstacles as force deployment is neces-
sary when inmates take treatment in
hospitals outside the jails.

It sometimes takes two to three
hours to complete all formalities and
send an inmate to a hospital outside,
said Biplob, adding, “We often have to
deal with requests from higher author-
ities, including some political leaders,
for sending inmates to hospitals out-
side.”

Take the case of Amin Huda. He was
awarded 79 years of imprisonment but
passed 18 months in Birdem
Hospital's VIP cabin, reportedly man-
aging the jail authorities.

Following media reports, Huda was
finally moved back to the jail on May 7
this year.

Rumour has it that Huda paid Tk 50
lakh bribe for his stay in Birdem
Hospital but this paper could not
independently verify that.

Like Huda, top criminal Tofail
Ahmed Joseph, sentenced to life
imprisonment, stayed in BSMMU for
over a month. He was released from
the hospital yesterday and taken back
to jail. Before this, Joseph was taken
back to jail on May 7 this year after a
20-month stay in hospital.

Tangail's ruling Awami League
lawmaker Amanur Rahman Khan
Rana, accused in the freedom fighter
Farukh Ahmed murder case, is now
undergoing treatment at the DMCH
AC cabin. He was admitted last month,
according to jail officials.

Following a three-month stay in
hospital, he had been taken back to jail
on May 9 this year after the media
reported that he was staying there
without being sick.

Destiny Group Managing Director
Rafiqul Amin has been at a BSMMU
cabin for the lastone month.

Sources alleged that they were able
to stay in the hospital as they had
money and political power.

Jail sources said at least 30 to 35
inmates remain admitted to different
government hospitals of Dhaka, and
eight jail guards or policemen are
deployed for each of them.

‘While making several visits to the
DMCH last month, The Daily Star
correspondents found that prisoners
talk over mobile phones and meet
relatives and family unabated, violat-
ingjail rules.

Inspector General (IG) of Prisons
Brig Gen Syed Iftekhar Uddin refuted
the allegation of providing “hospital
service” for money. He, however,
acknowledged that they failed to pro-
vide proper treatment to all inmates
dueto shortage of doctors.

He said they were trying to improve
the situation and sought help from the
ministry concerned for recruiting more
doctors.

Besides, a number of VIP and politi-
cal inmates come to jail with instruc-
tions from court regarding their
“blood pressure issues”, “heart dis-
eases”, “diabetes” and “urinal prob-
lems”, hesaid.

“In these cases, we have to ensure

treatment whenever they become sick
and have to send them to hospitals
outside as we have a manpower short-
age....
‘When inmates are sent to hospitals
outside, the doctors there decide when
they would be released, he told The
Daily Star.

“If we want to bring someone back
to jail then the hospital asks for an
undertaking [a document that says the
patient was taken from hospital
against doctors' advice to stay],” said
the prison chief.

“Generally, upon checking psycho-
logical status, jail doctors decide on
inmates' hospital stay. But it is also not
being practised because of manpower
shortage.”

The IG prisons said they now write
to hospital authorities and the minis-
try every month if anyone stays in
hospital foralong time.

Responding to a home ministry
letter, the jail authorities informed the
ministry in early August that 111 pris-
oners of seven divisions were in differ-
enthospitals.

Of them 11 were from Dhaka
Central Jail, 18 from Narayanganj Jail,
five from Faridpur, seven from
Mymensingh, two from Natore, 10
from Bogra, 14 from Chittagong, three
from Cox's Bazar, seven from Comilla,
six from Sylhet, two from Habiganj, 13
from Jessore, four from Barisal and one
each from Bagerhat and Narail jails.

At different times, Narayanganj
seven-murder convict Tarek Sayeed,
graft accused Basic Bank Managing
Director Joynal Abedin Chowdhury
and arms case accused Mizanur
Rahman have stayed in hospitals even
though they were not seriously ill.

Over 7,000 prisoners are in Dhaka

Central Jail in Keraniganj and there are
two doctors for them. There are two
doctors in Kashimpur jails, and
Chittagong, and Sylhet jails have one
doctoreach.
Apart from Dhaka Central Jail, all
jails have hospitals in them. They are
served by 106 nurses. Fourteen of the
jails have ambulances.




