THOUGHT CRAFT
BY NASRIN SOBHAN

Freelance Writer

Great women

Radiant faces, smiles and exclamations, giggles and whispers.

JOYJu

occasions where you meet old

friends, new ones, and

people you have not seen in years, and where women move
more quickly, and are simply, clearly happy. These are our
adies’ gatherings.

| feel the pleasures of the eye before everything else.
Someone glides past in a shaded sari flowing from grey
to flame orange, | see a figure in exquisite embroidered
powder blue, a vision in mint green chiffon, and suddenly
flash of brilliant red lipstick. Elsewhere an optimist wear-
ing a set of rubies, necklace, bracelet, earrings and rings,
in full blaze at lunchtime...

And the conversations; gossip, mostly all wrong:
nobody is quite sure whose niece divorced whose grand-
son, and when and why. Clothes, shoes, and travel, and
occasionally doctors.

For a few hours, we put aside our adult responsibilities
and concerns and revert in a fashion to girl-hood. We
indulge in silly jokes, arguments, compliments, slander,
and reminiscences of schoolgirl mischief.

Meanwhile in one corner the Association of Serene
Grandmothers discuss the best face cream: Nivea, says
one. No, no, Ponds vanishing cream says another. Forget
all that synthetic stuff, use virgin coconut oil, says a third.

These women have found themselves. They no longer
seek approval, and won't pay for dreams in a jar at a
thousand dollars a shot. They will not buy designer bags,
or wear big jewels; they have donated those long since to
daughters and daughters-in-law. By chance | see a pretty
foot in a beaded sandal. How lovely, | exclaim. "l buy all
my shoes from Bata,' the owner of the foot says comfort-
ably.

Someone else has let her hair turn grey. "l cannot be

bothered to keep touching up every few weeks; | have
better things to do," she says.

Some of these Golden Ladies have run IT businesses,
some have held very senior posts in international organi-
sations or been professors, and some have written
learned tomes or science fiction; but the one quality they
have in common is a tranquil simplicity, indicative of a life
well-lived, and a retirement well-earned.

Miss Elegant though, still delights in coordinating
clothes and accessories, and runs a home where she
serves perfect Italian meals with all the right ingredients,
with no improvisations. Miss Brilliant listens quietly and
speaks rarely, but when she does, everyone falls silent to
listen. Miss Fidget rushes in and out in the shortest possi-
ble time, her phone ringing constantly. Miss Popular is
well loved, tactful and direct. Miss Moody never knows
whether she will go out or stay home till the last minute.
Miss Success is modest, and desires only that there be lots
of cashews in the Chinese chicken, and no bones in the
mutton; and she loves her dessert. Miss Sporty who loved
Rounders and was the strongest most prefect-like type in
school, became a college principal, to nobody's surprise.

Every woman in the room has had a dose of Life in the
form of grief, heartbreak, or illness. There were choices to
be made, losses to be borne, and setbacks to be endured.
The human experience prepares us to revel in the numer-
ous good things, and be patient in the bad times.
Everything passes, after all, even Life.
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Beauty Reigns, We Beautify
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CHECKIT OUT

Oktober Festivity @
Four Points by Sheraton

Enjoy mid-autumn with Four Points by Sheraton Dhaka
throughout this October. Various offers are available for the
customers who want to enjoy a nice evening or relax over the
weekends.

At the Eatery, Sea Scape Wednesday-s will offer sea food
specials at night as part of the buffet. Orientalicious Thursday-s
will celebrate Chinese, Japanese, Thai and Korean cuisines and
dishes especially prepared by the in-house chefs. For the week-
ends, diners can enjoy Blue Brunch Friday and Saturday from
12pm to 4pm along with a complementary usage of the swim-
ming pool for an hour.

At Wrapped, Four Points is offering 'happy hour' to energise
the day. Diners can enjoy flat 50% discount on bakery items,
coffee & beverages from 5pm to midnight.

Price per person:

Sea Scape Wednesday- Tk 3,542

Orientalicious Thursday- Tk 3,542

Blue Brunch Friday and Saturday - Tk 2,783

For book and reservations, call +88 01966 662 152 or +880
9609 444 555

Check out more offers at https://www.facebook.com/
fourpointsdhakagulshan/

Unilever Care Line
09-666-999-666

*Up to 8 hours; Results are based on consumer tests carried out in a controlled environment
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LUX PERFUMED SOAP COLLECTION
FOR FRAGRANCES THAT STAY WITH YOU"
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