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Some mud houses collapsed in Palkicherra area in Moulvibazar's Kulaura upazila as flood situation deteriorated further.
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Moulvibazar flood situation worsens

Two more dykes collapse, 75 families take shelter on embankments

Recognise rural women
workers' contribution

Speakers tell conference of women agri workers

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Manikganj

Speakers at a conference of rural agricultural
workers vesterday urged giving proper
recognition to the contribution of the coun-
try's female workforce.

Manusher Jonno Foundation and
Karmojibi Nari jointly arranged the event at
Garpara Association playground in
Manikganj Sadar upazila marking
International Day of Rural Women.

“All women are working women. They
work both at home and outside. In the
national agricultural economy, rural
women play a significant role. There should
be proper evaluation and recognition of
their contribution,” Shirin Akhter MP
general secretary of Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
(JSD), said in her speech as chief guest.

“In terms of both quantity and importance,
women's work is not less than that of their
male counterparts. But it is not recognised.
Even the women who contribute directly to
agriculture are not generally considered as
farmers,” said Shaheen Anam, executive direc-

tor of Manusher Jonno Foundation.

Shaheen, who presided over the discus-
sion, called upon all to come forward for
protecting women's rights and stop violence
against women,

[quebal Hossain Khan, JSD's district unit
president, Afsar Uddin Sarker, chairman of
Garpara Union Parishad, Rokeya Rafique,
executive director of Karmojibi Nari, Arif
Hossain Liton, its district coordinator, and
Champa Begum, president of Garpara
Union Women Agricultural Workers' Right
Implementation Committee, also spoke.

After the meeting, a colourful procession
was brought out.

A fairwith 15 stallswas also held, displaying
agri-products including homemade cakes.

In the afternoon, food festival and rural
sports were held. Gulshan Ara Begum,
president of Manikganj district unit of
Karmojibi Nari, presided over the function.

Singers of Dhanshiri Shilpi Goshthi
rendered patriotic songs and artistes of
Muktir Chhoan Nrityakala Academy per-
formed dances at the function.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Flood situation in a number of
villages of two upazilas under the
district worsened further as fresh
areas went under water due to the
collapse of two flood control
embankments yesterday.

The surging water washed away
two flood control dykes at Kaliakona
in Rajnagar and Nishchintapur in
Kulaura upazila yesterday, Assistant
Engineer Muklesur Rahman
Talukder of Water Development
Board (WDB) said.

Due to breach in the dyke, at

least 75 families took shelter on
different flood control embank-
ments in Kulaura upazila.

While visiting the area yesterday,
this correspondent found that
some were planning to cook food
for the family while some were
collecting water and firewood.

Sujana Bibi, 62, who took shelter
with her five-member family on
Asroygram embankment, said while
offering her Fazr prayers she heard a
huge sound of a dyke collapsing.

“1 could not complete my
prayer and tried to bring out the
belongings from inside my house

which is now under four feet
water,” she added.

Sohag Mia, 45, of the same area,
said the fresh flood washed away
paddy on his six bighas of land.

Mosabbir Ali, a resident of the
Asroygram area, alleged that
although the embankment was
posing risk for the last two years,
the WDB did not take any measures
to prevent it from collapse.

About a month ago, local people
took an initiative to repair some
sections of the damaged embank-
ment which did not even bother
the WDB authorities.

Burhan Uddin, 45, of
Nishchintopur area, said as the
WDB did not take necessary mea-
sures to repair the damaged dykes
the area was flooded for the second
time within a couple of days.

Asthma Begum, who took shelter
on the embankment in Iterghat area,
said, “We are living here with risk as
we could face accidents anytime.”

Kulaura Upazila Nirbahi
Officer Chowdhury Md Golam
Rabbi said so far they have distrib-
uted relief worth Tk 1.8 lakh
among the flood victims, which is
quite inadequate.

Eight suffer

FROM PAGE 16
The condition of three of the victims was
stated to be very critical.

The fire originated with a huge explosion
around 3:00am on the first floor of a three-
storey building in Konapara area when most
of the victims were asleep.

A portion of the walls of the floor and
windows of the flat collapsed due to its
impact, the victims said.

Firefighters suspect the explosion occurred
after gas accumulated in the flat had some-
how come in contact with fire.

Of the injured, Alamgir Hossain, 46, a day
labourer, sustained eight percent burns, his wife
Ferdousi Begum, 36, six percent, their son Emon
Hossain nine percent, Shipon Hossain, 13, 20
percent, and two-year-old Tasim suffered four
percent burns.

Besides, Alamgir's nephew Tofayel Ahmed,
25, who shares the flat with his uncle, sustained
nine percent burns, his newly-wed wife Ratna
Begum, 18, 46 percent burns and caretaker Arif
Hossain, 35, who lives in a nearby room, sus-
tained 15 percent burns.

Alamgir alleged that they smelt gas in their
flat for last three days and informed about it
to the caretaker and owner of the building
Abdus Sattar in vain.

“As soon as the fire originated, 1 took my
son Tasim and tried to get out but failed as the
collapsible gate was locked,” Alamgir told The
Daily Star.

He, however, went to the tin-shed rooftop
of a nearby building through a hole on the
wall created following the explosion. Locals later
broke the gate, rescued the injured and sent them
to DMCH.

Tofayel, who works at a bag factory, said he
returned home around 2:30am from his work-
place near Dogair area.

“I was preparing to go to bed and my wife
went to toilet when the fire engulfed the entire
flat followed by a loud bang.  do not know how |
managed to get out,” he said lying on the bed at
DMCH.

A duty official of the Fire Service and Civil
Defence told The Daily Star that the fire extin-
guished before their units rushed to the spot.

4 killed

FROM PAGE 16

Saiful and his wife Masuma Begum, along with
their daughters, had been living at a shanty adja-
cent to the residential area. Yesterday morning,
the three sisters went out to play in an alley next to
the building in question.

"I would never have let them go there if |
knew about the demolition work,” said
Masuma, alleging that neither the house-
owner nor the contractor informed the neigh-
bours prior to demolishing the building.

“I wantjustice,” a devastated Masuma said.

Salam Mia, a local, said the sisters were
playing on the alley beside the building,
completely unaware of the danger.

The two adults also happened to be pass-
ing through the area when suddenly a big
piece of the building's wall collapsed on
them all, leaving Lamia and Laboni dead on
the spot. Lima and Alamgir succumbed on
the way to the hospital.

Salam said the building was old and

owned by one Chan Mia. It had been used as
a godown in the past.

Although the demolition work had been
going on since Wednesday, no safety mea-
sures, like barricades, were used around the
building, he alleged.

Inspector Mujibur Rahman of Fatullah
Model Police Station said five to six labourers
were involved and he named one Ismail
Hossain as the contractor at the site.

The inspector further confirmed that there
were no safety measures in place when the
incident occurred. Chan Mia, Ismail and the
labourers went into hiding soon after, he said.

Md Sharfuddin, additional superinten-
dent of police in Narayanganj, said the bod-
ies were sent to Narayanganj General (Victo-
ria) Hospital morgue for autopsies.

Police are investigating the incident and
working to nab the culprits, he said.

The injured, Shah Alam, has been admitted to
Dhaka Medical College Hospital for treatment.
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New gas field found

FROM PAGE 1

about one trillion. “So
energy security is at stake
and we have to think about
importing LNG [liquefied
natural gas|,” he added.

“From a commercial
point of view, the discovery
1s extremely important at a
time when the country has
started to think about
importing LNG."

He said it would take at
least 7-8 months to set up the
processing plant to extract
the gas from the new field.

Bapex MD Nowshad said
Bhola beingan island did not
have many gas consumers
but the prospect of indus-
trialisation in the South
could rise after this discovery.

Meherul Hasan, a senior
official of Bapex and also the
project director of the 3D
seismic survey conducted
there, told The Daily Star
that in the last one week,

they conducted all scientific
tests to measure how much
gas there was.

They have come to the
conclusion that at least 700
billion cubic feet of gas was
there, he said, adding that in
the last one decade this was
the biggest discovery in
terms of reserves.

Meherul said gas was
found in three tiers, between
3,400 and 3,470 metres
beneath the surface.

After vyesterday's cabinet
meeting, Agriculture Minister
Matia Chowdhury told The
Daily Star that the premier
termed the discovery good
news for the country and that
this would help Bangladesh to
be more energy secure.

State Minister for Power
Energy and Natural Resources
Nasrul Hamid told journalists
that the gas to be extracted
from the new field would be
used for power generation.,

AL, BNP happy

FROM PAGE 2

the crisis around the globe.
And therefore the global
initiatives and participation
of all will further expedite
the process of achieving a
solution to the crisis,” he
told this newspaper.

AL International Affairs
Secretary Shammi Ahmed
said Indian's stance on the
Rohingya issue was a “diplo-
matic success of the incum-
bent government”,

‘I think Indian's latest
stance on the issue will step
up the process of achieving a
solution to the Rohingya
crisis. We are hopeful of
finding a meaningful solu-
tion,” she said.

Meanwhile, AL General
Secretary Obaidul Quader
yesterday said the way the
Indian external affairs min-
ister spoke on the Rohingya
issue made the Bangladesh
government optimistic
about resolving the crisis.

He was briefing journalists
after a party meeting at the AL
chief's Dhanmondi office.

About the BNP chief's
meeting with Sushma, he
claimed that the Indian
minister didn't make any
comment on a polls-time
supportive government, a
longstanding demand of the
BNP.

Quader, also the road
transport and bridges minis-
ter, called upon the BNP not
to boycott the next Jatiya
Sangsad polls.
'ITSAGOOD GESTURE'
BNP's Secretary General
Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
has termed India's stance on
the Rohingya issue “a good
gesture towards its neigh-
bouring country”.

He said during a meeting
with BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia, the Indian

minister wanted to know
about the latest political
situation in Bangladesh and
the electoral process. She
asked the BNP to contest the
next parliamentary polls.

“We will participate in the
polls if a level playing field is
created and the Election
Commission carries out its
duties neutrally. Everything
depends on the govern-
ment,” he told The daily Star.

BNP standing committee
member Amir Khosru
Mahmud Chowdhury said,
“People-to-people contact
1s very important for a
smooth and sustainable
relationship between two
countries. It can be ensured
only when there are elected
governments in both the
countries,

“India is a large democ-
racy and it has strong demo-
cratic institutions. So I think
India should want to see the
same in Bangladesh. No
democratic government can
want to see an autocratic or
authoritarian government in
Bangladesh and India surely
is not an exception,” he told
this newspaper.

Meeting sources said
Khaleda told Sushma that a
level playing field would have
to be created for holding free
and fair elections which
would not be possible under
the incumbent government.

The BNP in the meeting
raised several other issues,
including the judiciary. It
alleged that the country's
institutions had been “de-
stroyed” one after another
and the judiciary was the
latest. The way the chief
justice was treated was rare
in the world, said a senior
BNP leader, seeking ano-
Ny mity.
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Tanushree Roy Nirota Roy
T rls” medical
ducati rtai
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur seeing uncertainty in fulfilling my
I _ o dream just for want of money,” said
Two meritorious girls qualifying for .
E:d;;f_'n”“ fo MR coume ‘f"" Year  The father of the girl said he could
dl'e 140C1 uncertainty a u ursuin :
their dre.%m to be doctor ﬁjr[ want j’ Sttt s e e 8
one ' ter's medical admission. "I have been
IMOIEY, : i .
: . bless for a year,” said the father,

They are Nirota Roy, daughter of e [r_ e o ‘ )
Dhirendra Nath Rovof Nalbarivillage urging the solvent people in the coun-
under Khansama upazila, and try to extend their helping hands to
Tanushree Roy, daughter of Gonopoti [mﬁnaljﬂe herdtl;iiarll. | 4 the
Roy of Khoshalpur village in Kaharol QRCY Lol L fEns CIAUGT MIe
I_I]Jd:i.ll.-_’l ofthe district mobile No 01767292944,

Nirota qualified to be enrolled at Meal?whlle, Tanushree secured
Noakhali Medical College while GPA-> in her SSC and HSC from
Tanushree for admission to M Abdur  Kaharol Pilot Girls Hlf{h School and
Rahim Medical College in Dinajpur Dinajpur Government College respec-
thisvear. tively in 2015 and 2017. She qualified

Mitota Roy has been a bright stu- 11 the MBBS admission test this year
dent from her childhood. She secured ~ but her admission is uncertain as her
GPA-5 in her PSC and JSC examina- parents could not arrange the
tions. The girl secured Golden GPA in f?Q'—_llTE‘-’j money till Sunday, said the
her SSC and obtained scholarship of girlin tears.

Dutch Bangla Bank. "1 want affluent people's help for

She achieved GPA-5 in her HSC my daughter's medical study,” said
from Begum Rokeya Government her father. The father can be reached
College in Rangpur. through the mobile No 01705817098.

“I dreamt of becoming a doctor Last date of admission at both the
from my childhood. I qualified in the medical colleges is October 29, said
entry test for MBBS, but I am now the parents.
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