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and neighbourhoods of the capital, disrupting communications and escalating public sufferings. Clockwise from
top left, a submerged road near the Sangsad Bhaban. Dhanmondi 27 turns into a river. An inundated portion of the park inside Dhanmondi Lake near Road 32. A flooded Rabindra Sarobar. A man wades through knee-deep water on Bou Bazar Road of

Panthapath. A waterlogged Airport Road near Banani. Fire service officials help people cross an inundated portion of a road on a rescue boat in front of the Trading Corporation of Bangladesh (TCB) building in Karwan Bazar.
PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN, AMRAN HOSSAIN AND RASHED SHUMON

- Govt 'friendless due

‘to diplomatic failure’
: Says BNP leader Amir Khasru

Hﬂ] Cutting on amld ' ROHINGYA ISSUE IN 9TH D-8 SUMMIT
Rohingya surge Istanbul urges D-8 nations to

LINB, Cox's Bazar

Indiscriminate tree and hill cutting is
still going on in Cox's Bazar as newly
arrived Rohingyas are constructing
their makeshift settlements, posing a
threat to the environment.

Visiting Balukhali refugee camp
in Ukhia upazila, the news agency
found many Rohingyas busy build-
ing their tents on hills felling trees,
even making themselves vulnerable
to hill slide that often happens dur-
ingincessantrains.

According to officials, seeking
anonymity, 7,000-8,000 newly
arrived Rohingyas are yet to get any
place to live in while rains triggered by
depression have worsened their woes,

Mariam Khatun, a sexagenarian
Rohingya refugee who lost her hus-
band barely a week ago, came to
Bangladesh three days back along
with his only son Md Faruk.

They were found preparing a
place on a hill for their living.

"We had to walk for three days to
reach the border. Then we stayed in

days with little food and water,”
Mariam told the news agency.

which will provide us food and
health security, " she added.

They have not yet registered their .
- ninth D-8 Summit in Istanbul,

. Turkey, on Friday with Turkish
- President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
* in the chair, according to a mes-

- sage received here last night.
the no-man's land of Anjumanpara °

names under the biometric system
which is needed for officials to keep
their records.

Around 50 percent of the 15,000-
20,000 Rohingyas, who gathered at

along the border, entered

Bangladesh on Thursday alone.
The local

Cross have been providing food and

Rakhine State.

" developing nations)

o : - states termed the exodus
administration and Rohingya people fleeing

different agencies like IOM and Red - p.1hine State of Myanmar "an

: : . " ethnic cleansing”
medical services to the Rohingyas - : :
SR e .- emphasis on smooth repatria-

who fled persecution in Myanmar's - . : :
. tion of the forcibly displaced

However, they are struggling to - Myanmar

provide adequate services to the huge . €NSUring their rights.

number of Rohingyas with limited |

have
assured their political and

The assurance was given at the

The D-8 (a grouping of eight
member
of

and put

citizens, and on

President Erdogan appreci-

and initiative to shelter them.

He called upon all to share
the burden of Bangladesh, and
expressed interest in building
shelters for Rohingyas along
with establishment of health
camps.

The D-8 leaders, however, laid
emphasis on the implementa-
tion of Kofi Anan Commission
Report on Rohingyas for resolv-
ing the crisis.

Bangladeshi State Minister for
Foreign Affairs Md Shahriar
Alam, who led a six-member
delegation in the summit,
briefed the D-8 nations on
Bangladesh's "open door policy”
towards the dispossessed
Rohingyas and highlighted the
five-point formula presented by
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina in
the last UNGA for bringing a
lasting solution.

He sought their continued

share burden with Dhaka

She also said they stayed in others' ° BSS, Dhaka

hr:mses_ in Banglad@h for the last o T —
three days as they failed to manage .

any place for themselves. "Somehow °

we have managed a place to live in - humanitarian support for sus-

but still we are unable to get a card tainable solution for Rohingya

. 1ssue which has created humani-
- tarian crisis in Bangladesh.

LN Security Council resolution.

Pointing out slow progress of .
the organisation of the eight’
most populous Muslim coun- -
tries of one billion people, -
Shahriar stressed the need for .
trade and investment coopera- °
tion and called for full imple- -
mentation of D-8 Preferential .
Trade Agreement (PTA) with |
deeper concessions on a wide -

basket of tradable products.

The summit, held with the
theme "Expanding Opportu-
nities through Cooperation”,
adopted two outcome docu-
ments, D-8 Istan-bul Declaration
2017, and the D-8 Istanbul Plan
of Action 2017.

Malaysian Deputy Prime
Minister Ahmad Zahid Hamidi,
presidents of Nigeria,
Azerbaijan, Guinea, prime
minister of Pakistan and vice
president of Indonesia were also

" STAFF CORRESPONDENT

- BNP Standing Committee Member Amir Khasru Mahmud
Chowdhury yesterday alleged that the government had
become "friendless" over the Rohingya issue due to its
+ "wrong policy and diplomatic failure”.

The BNP senior leader came up with the remarks while
speaking at a discussion in the capital.

Zia Parishad, a pro-BNP platform, organised the discussion
- on Rohingya crisis at the Dhaka Reporters' Unity.

Khasru said Rohingya crisis cannot be solved without a
national unity.
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Bangladesh, including
270,000 who have arrived
here since August, according
to Save the Children.

“One of the best ways we
can protect children in this
situation is to get them into
classrooms; a safe space where
they can learn, and can also
benefit from things like
psychosocial support and
hygiene promotion. In a crisis
like this, education is incredi-
bly important for children.”

Thorning-Schmidt
expressed grave concern over
the number of separated and
unaccompanied children.

Mark Pierce, country
director of Save the Children,
Bangladesh, said more sup-
port would be needed for
children in winter due to
high risk of pneumonia.

By next year, Save the
Children will provide support
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She was a trail blazer, a mother.

To the generation that followed, she
was a role model. She continues to
be a source of inspiration and
strength, helping us to persevere
through the most adverse situations.

Irrespective of your relationship with
her, in times of need she would be
the first to come forward — along
with that smile. Yes, we are all
privileged to have known and loved
a person with such gusto and spirit.
We feel especially blessed since we
were able to call her Amma.

SrsT Tiery (d@% [NBR]

Tahmina Khan died two years ago today.

; of $90 million to address many
TS =+ Find us on 418 e (W F9 issues involving Rohingya She is survived by four children, nine grandchildren
T 79 e Facebook W T ey refugees, especially aiming to & six great grand-children,

protect and improve the chil-
_ dren'slives, he added.
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