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Natore's Uttara
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A report would be submitted to the
deputy commissioner of Natore
within three working days, men-
tioning who are responsible for
felling the trees and how many
trees and branches were cut down,
Razzaqul, also the acting deputy
commissioner of Natore, said while
talking to local journalists.

Razzaqul added that they would
implement all the decisions made
by the Uttara Gonobhaban man-
agement committee within a short
time.

Abdullah earlier said he valuated
230 cubic feet of dead branches of
different trees for the tender. The
probe committee listed all the
felled trees, he said yesterday.

Four others of the probe commit-
tee are: Additional Superintendent
of Police in Natore Khairul Islam,
Natore Sadar Upazila Nirbahi
Officer Jesmin Akter Banu, Nezarat
Deputy Collector of Natore Aninda
Mondal and Company Commander
of Rab-5 in Natore Anwar Hos

The Public Works Department
floated a tender and gave a work
order to cut branches of dead trees
to a bidder for only Tk 18,400

Although the tender was for
cutting branches of dead trees, a
large number of trees was cut
down.

Uttara Gonobhaban, once the
royal palace of the maharajas of
Dighapatia in Natore, is now func-
tioning as the provisional official
residence of the head of govern-
ment in the northern region

Meanwhile, the Uttara
Gonobhaban management commit-
tee on Wednesday drove out two
caretakers and their families from
the Uttara Gonobhaban as they had
been living there for long illegally.
ater, one of the caretaker and his
family were allowed to stay there.

Aninda, also the member secre-
tary of the Uttara Gonobhaban
management committee, said they
permitted caretaker Abul Kashem
and his family to live on the
Gonobhaban compound for five to
seven more days on the request of
local lawmaker Shafiqul Islam
Shimul.

HC hears rule
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lawyers Zainul Abedin, AM
Aminuddin and Prabir Neogi to
place their expert opinions on the
matter.

The bench passed the order after
SC lawyer Badiuzzaman Tafader
placed a copy of the letter before
the HC bench for necessary order.

The ACC on March 2 sent a letter
to the SC's registrar general's office
sking for documents regarding the
service, salaries and relevant bene-
fits received by Justice Joynul for
conducting an enquiry about his
wealth

In response, the SC administra-
tion on March 28 sent the letter,
signed by Additional Registrar of
the Appellate Division of the SC
Arunav Chakraborty, to the ACC
saying that if action was taken
gainst the former judge, the ver-
dicts he had delivered would
become questionable.

Probe negligence
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action should not be taken against
people for failing to deliver medi-
cal services to the expecting mother
and her newborn.

The court also asked the authori-
ties to show causes as to why they
should not be directed to compen-
ate Parvin.

The health secretary, social
welfare secretary, women and
children affairs secretary, director
general of Department of Health
ervices, directors of DMCH and
Salimullah Medical College
Hospital, superintendent of
Azimpur Maternity, deputy com-
missioner and superintendent of
police of Dhaka and officer-in-
charge of Lalbagh Police Station
have been made respondents

The HC bench of Justice Quazi
Reza-Ul Hoque and Justice
Mohammad Ullah came up with
the order and rule following
reports in the media, including the
online versions of the Dainik
Jugantor and the Asian Age, lawyer
ABM Altaf Hossain, who was present
in the courtroom, told The Daily
Star.

The court fixed November 5 for
passing further orders on the issue.
Justice Quazi Reza-Ul Hoque

observed that Parvin was not pro-
vided with medical services despite
approaching three hospitals as she
reportedly could not pay Tk 1,500,
which was very regrettable and this
incident was a black spot on a demo-
cratic state.

He also said the government
should be more conscious so that
this type of negligence never reoc-
curred.

ain.

NEWS

City

The Paily Star | 17

This handout provided by the Japan

y shows an artist's impression of a

tunnel-like cavity under the moon found from the data of .Iapan s Innar orbiter Kaguya. Scientists at Japan's space
agency have discovered a huge moon cave that could one day house a base that would shelter astronauts from

dangerous radiation and wild temperature swings, officials sai
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Graft charges false
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fabricated and full of contradictions.”

Shealso said the allegations of misap-
propriation of money in the cases were
falseand intended to harass her.

Earlier in February, the BNP chief
n giving her statement in self-
defense, but the court on October 12
issued the arrest warrant voiding her
statement submitted until then. The
arrest warrant was issued in response to
a petition filed by the state seeking such
a warrant for her going to London
without the court's permission.

Flanked by her party’s senior leaders
and lawyers, Khaleda yesterday surren-
dered at the makeshift court of the
special Judge at the city's Bakshibazar
around 11:15am.

In July 2008, the Anti-Corruption
Commission filed the Zia Orphanage
Trust graft case with Ramna Police
Station accusing Khaleda, her eldest
son Tarique, and four others of mi
propriating over Tk 2.10 crore that had
come as grants from a foreign bank for
orphans.

Three years later, the ACC filed the
Zia Charitable Trust graft case with
Tejgaon police, accusing four people,
including Khaleda, of abusing power to
raise funds for the trust from unknown
sources.

Delivering her statement for about
an hour yesterday, Khaleda sought
permission from the court to give the
rest part of her statement in the next
hearing that the court then set on
October 26.

SCUFFLE OF KHALEDA'S LAWYERS
Immediately after the BNP chief left the
court area around 1:30pm, her lawyers
started jostling to get center stage
before television cameras during a
mediabriefing,

Pushing and shoving each other on
the court premises then turned into

ap-

scuffles, resulting in tearing off of
clothes of a pro-BNP lawyer.

The incident occurred when
President of Dhaka Bar Association
Khorshed Alam, a lawyer of Khaleda,
and his associates began arguing with
her another lawyer Mirza Al Mahmud
regarding taking position during the
briefing

Lawyers were seen punching each
otherand hurling insults. A female lawyer
was also seen attacking her fellow col-
league. The situation came under control
inacouple of minutes following interven-
tion of senior lawy:
KHALEDA'S SELF-DEFENSE
Khaleda said there was no fair and
normal atmosphere in the country at
present suitable for getting justice.
Judiciary and judges cannot carry out
their job independently and normally
due to the ruling quarter's various kinds
of interference and influence.

“Judges have to depend on the gov-
ernment's will” regarding delivering
verdicts, decisions and ruling, she said.

Referring to the chief justice
remarks that the judges are not inde-
pendent, Khaleda said people therefore
were concerned about getting justice.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has
been interfering in the cases' proceed-
ings by making defamatory remarks
against her, she adde

Pointing to several corruption cases
against Hasina, the BNP chief said
sina's close relative Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim and Awami League's pres-
ent General Secretary Obaidul Quader
had spoken vehemently of corruption
and misappropriation of money against
Hasina during interrogations.

“But those cases were withdrawn
and settled one after another after
Hasina came to power [in 2009],"
Khaleda said

Mysterious
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unknown, gates are known to
Bedouin as “Works of the Old Men".

But the structures found by Kennedy
are unlike any before them. Varying
greatly in size, the longest measures
more than half a kilometer while the
shortest is just 13 metres. And the space
between gates varies from miles apart
to “almost touching’”.

Other structures built by the “Old
Men" include “kites”, which archaeol-
ogists say are stone structures used to
catch migratory birds. These are often
found in other

the

areas of the Middle Ea
“It is impossible at the moment to
date these gates except relatively. 1 have
argued in the article that they are the
ealiest of the so-called 'Works of the Old
Men', the stone-built structures found
widely in Arabia from northern Syria to
Yemen, but especially common in the
lava fields,” Kennedy told Newsweek.
“The works known as Kites, which
are certainly animal traps, may be as
old as 9,000 years before present in
some cases and there is one example of
akite overlying a gate. So Gates may be
up to or more than 9,000 years old,
which takes one back to the Neolithic.”
Many of the gates found by Kennedy
are sat on ancient lava domes - the
ardened remains of lava flows.
Although the volcanoes are inactive,
some gates bear traces of lava, providing
another potential way of dating them.
The study will appear in the upcom-
ing issue of Arabian Archaeology and
Epigraphy.

st.

US drone strike
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associates of Khorasani were
killed in the strike", he added.

Two US drone strikes on Monday
dlung the border between
and Pakistan killed at

Iso

PayPal Xoom launched
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PayPal, the world's largest online-
based payment system.

PayPal account holders from
abroad can now send up to $10,000
to Bangladesh at a time using PayPal
wallet. A transaction of up to $1,000
will cost only $ 4.99, but transac-
tions worth over $1,000 will be free
of charge.

People can primarily receive the
service from nine commercial banks,
including Sonali, Rupali, Agrani,
Uttara, Pubali and Social Islami
banks.

The Xoom is PayPal's cross-border
payment service. Although Xoom
was a separate company earlier,
PayPal bought itin 2015
The PayPal's Xoom service will
now be “inbound”, meaning money
sent from abroad could be drawn in
Bangladesh, but no one will be able
to send money abroad

Using this service, Bangladeshi
expatriates will be able to send
money home within a few hours
while those involved in freelancing
and outsourcing will also enjoy the
facility.

About criticism of the PayPal's
service, the PM's adviser said,
“There're some criticisms that PayPal
is not being able to deliver services
fully as it is now not possible to send
mumy abroad. It's not the failure of

PayPal, rather the law of the
Bangladesh Bank doesn't permit it to
send money abroad.”

Joy said the incumbent Awami
League government has kept the
country's economy “slightly iso-
lated” so that it is not affected if
there i a global recession.

“Our policy is that money won't
be sent abroad freely. But it was our
government which raised the ceiling
of carrying foreign currency to

$10,000 for an individual while
travelling abroad.”
About the government's future

plan in this regard, he said there
would be no such bar on movement
of currency once the country's

econ-

omy s developed

The ICT expert also informed
the programme that prior to the
formal launch and during the test
run of the Xoom service, around Tk
8 crore came to Bangladesh from
abroad.

Speaking on the occasion, State
Minister for ICT Zunaid Ahmed
Palak, chair of the programme, said
itwas a long-standing demand of the
country's freelancers to bring money
home from abroad through PayPal

“Their demand is now fulfilled
through the formal introduction of
this service. Like many other countries
of the world, the expatriates will now
be able to send money to Banglad,
through the PayPal's Xoom service
while the freelancers will be able to draw
theirmoney,” headde

Imran Ahmed, chairman of the
Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Posts, Telecommunications

sh

least 26 people including fighters
from the Haqqani network which is
allied to the Afghan Taliban.

The US has increased pressure on
Pakistan in recent months to crack
down on the Haqqanis, who have
earned a fearsome reputation for their
vicious attacks on NATO troops and
Afghan installations over the years.

The use of US drones has dwin-
dled dramatically in recent years in
Pakistan, where the strikes have
proven extremely controversial with
the public and rights groug

Australia govt
VOWS to pursue
citizenship
crackdown

AFP, Sydney

Australia's conservative government
esterday vowed to pursue efforts to
nghtu\ the country's citizenship

after parliament refused

and ICT Ministry, Bangladesh Bank
Governor Fazle Kabir and ICT
Division Secretary Subir Kishore
Choudhury also spoke at the
function.

Pankouri
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Enam Ul Haque, a bird specialist,
said little cormorants are visible more
or less in every region of the country.
Flocks of thousands can be found in
Rajshahi and Sylhet regions, where
freshwater bodies are abundant.

In the oil depot, staffers believe
that the number of birds is increas-
ing, because they are not poached
and they have plenty of food in
Gumani river beside their habitat.

An official of Milk Vita, seeking
anonymity said, local hunters used to
get into their property until recent
years. The area has been made
restricted and turning it into the
home of thousands of little cormo-
rants and some egre

“But sometimes, especially when
their droppings ruin our clothes, we

wish there were fewer of them.”

to approve the crackdown

Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull
proposed the tougher rules in April,
adding stringent English-language
tests and a quadrupling of the resi-
dency requirement for citizenship
applicants from one to four years.

The move came against a back-
ground of growing populist pressure
in Australia and a resurgence of the
anti-immigration One Nation party
led by Pauline Hanson.

But the opposition Labor Party
and other critics blocked the legisla-
tion in the upper house Senate, where
a deadline for adoption passed on
Wednesday.

Criticism of the bill focused
mainly on the requirement that new
citizens would need to show univer-
sity-level English proficiency - some-
thing Labor said amounted to a
"White Australia” policy by discrimi-
nating against immigrants from non-
English-speaking nations.

Opponents also chided Turnbull
for describing the new law as putting
"Australian values” at the heart of the
citizenship process.

Back to 'rat theory'
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might be further corruption o the repair
works of the roads an

gave a brief presentation on their research
titled Flood 2017: Assessing Damage and

the affected region, and called on the
government to engage people in the work
tocheckit.

“Because they [locals| know that if the
projects fail, they will have to suffer.
Build culverts and drains wherever neces-
sary on and along the roads. Don't repair
roads for this year. Do a study to find out
why a particular road is damaged every
year. And then take measures accord-
ingly,” he said.

‘The water resources minister, however,
blamed the locals living on the embank-
mentsforthe damage of the dams,

“Rats are attracted to these households
and create holes on the dams. A small
hole in a dam could damage an embank-
mentbadly,” he said

He made the same claim soon after
the embankments gave in during the
flashfloods in the haor areas in Sylhet
region in March-April.

The minister said they were consider-
ing redesigning the dam to minimise the
impact of climate change.

Debapriya Bhattacharya, distinguished
fellow at the CPD, said there should be a
newapproach totackleflood.

If the agriculture is not developed,
infrastructure not redesigned and admin-
istration not upgraded in line with the
modern demand, flood-inflicted dam-
ages will remain to be a big concern, he
note

Zafar Sadique and Estiaque Bari, both
senior research associates at the CPD,

&

Post-flood

The financial cost of this year's mon-
soon flood was likely to be about 0.35 to
0.44 percent of the estimated GDP of
2017-18 fiscal.

The government estimated 7.4 per-
cent GDP growth for the fiscal 2017-18.

The research found around 46.7 lakh
people and 10.3 lakh households in low-
lying areas and haor of six districts were
affected by the flash flood in March-April,
inflictinga loss of about Tk 5,300 crore.

Then in late August, the monsoon
flood affected 82 lakh people of 32 di
tricts.

It will cost about Tk 2,600 crore for
repairing and rebuilding the houses and
anotherTk 4,500 crore will be required to
repair and rebuild roads, culverts and
embankments damaged in the flood.

The study found the government
reliefs were timely butinadequate.

Mia Hossain, a farmer of Sunamganj
who was present at the programme, said
the government relief for the flood vic-
timswas notsufficient.

According to the study, a number of
embankments were damaged due to
poor maintenance.

Dhirendra Debnath Shambhu, presi-
dent of parliamenta nding commit-
tee on relief and disaster management,
and Engineer Mahfuzur Rahman, direc-
tor general of Bangladesh Water
Development Board, among other
spokeon the occasion.

UsS lawmakers
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suspend invitations” to the commander-
in-chief of the Myanmar armed forces
and other senior military officers and will
review all practical defence cooperation

US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson on
Wednesday said he held the military
leadership in Myanmar responsible for
the current refugee crisis affecting
Rohingyas of that country.

On the same day, EU's new
Ambassador to Bangladesh Rensje
Teerink presented her credentials to
President Abdul Hamid in Dhaka,

“It'sasymbolic measure butI thinkit's
an important one and a significant mes-
sage to Myanmar’ Teerink said in
response to queries over the EU resolu-
tion.

During her interaction with diplo-
matic correspondents in Dhaka, she said
the EU wanted to see Myanmar's
response to appeals from the interna-
tional community to resolve the crisis
before taking any tough action like
imposingeconomicembargo.

The EU foreign ministers' council also
warned that it would consider “addi-
tional measures” like economic embargo
if the situation did not improve in
Rakhine.

Asked what kind of improvement the
EU was expecting, Ambassador Schmidt
said, “The most immediate priorities for
the government is to ensure a cessation of
all violence in northern Rakhine State
and full access for all humanitarian aid
workers.”

Schmidt would not say what addi-
tional measures would be taken if there
is no improvement. “This is not the time
to speculate about what additional
measures could be taken by the
ropean Union if the situation does
notimprove.”

As the EU's second largest develop-
ment cooperation partner in Asia,
Myanmar enjoys advantageous relations
with it. It received €688 million in aid
from 2014-2020, and has quota- and
duty-free access to more than 500 mil-
lion consumers in the European mar-

ket.

STRANDED ROHINGYAS ENTERING
BANGLADESH

Up to 15,000 more Rohingya refugees,
who have been stranded near the
Bangladesh-Myanmar border since early
Monday, started entering Bangladesh
yesterday morning after the authorities
allowed them in through scrutiny.

UN officials on the ground told The
Daily Star that nearly 7,000 forcibly
displaced Myanmar nationals began
longtrek to the encampment.

The Bangladesh authorities initially
kept the crowd waiting in paddy fields
since their arrival as response teams
prepared a place for them at Kutupalong,.
DHAKA FOR PERMANENT
SOLUTIONS
Masud Bin Momen, ambassador and
permanent representative of
Bangladesh to the UN in New York, ha
urged the UN Security Council (UINSC,
10 take combined and firm steps for
permanent solutions to the humanitar-
u( displaced Rohigyas and

1o nadsviie il on Wednesday
joining an open debate at the UNSC on
the ongoing situation in the Middle East,
including Palestine, according to a mes
sagereceived in Dhaka yesterday.

Ambassador Momen said, “We are
realising the dreadfulness of the crisis
through giving shelter and humanitarian
ssistance to a vast number of displace
Rohingyas who fled to Bangladesh to
escape persecution in Myanmar.

“We expect combined and firm steps
of the Security Council to make bilateral
diplomatic efforts between Bangladesh
and Myanmar a success to solve the crisis
as the country has been tackling
Rohingya crisis for thelast three decades,”
the envoy told the UN

He also stressed on consensus of the
UNSC for peaceful, lawful and perma-
nent solutions to those longstanding
crises. “Ifitdid not do so, those problems
will create serious threat to global and
regional peace and security,” Momen
warned.

Balance of power shifts in
Iraq's multi-ethnic Kirkuk

Avp, Ktk

powerinplace. said theyoung man n skinny jeans

With the return of Kirkuk to Iraqi control, the
balance of power appearsto haveshifed beren
the ethnic communities in the Kurdish-majority
city, tothe dm;,hmrmmmmmwdu s

“Before we couldn't proudly declare that we are
Turkmen, now our flag is flying over Kirkuk's
citadel again, said Omar Najat, 2

Three weeks before, the disputed city's Kurds
were gleefully taking part in a Kurdish independ
ence referendum in open defiance of Baghdad.

Today, the election posters have been tom
down, as well as those of the September 25 referen
dum's chief advocate, Iraqi Kurdish leader Massud
Barzani.

Huge Iragi flags have been strung from palm
trees and across buildings, although Kurdish flags
have beenlefi flying from lampp

the Kusaish nelghbourhood o Rafiimaws,
business has been slow for the few shops that have
reopened such mmlmmn,\bus..m 36,ashe
awaitsareturn (0 normal

His nephews and nieces had to wait for schools
{0 reopen in e wale f the uphéaval on Sunday as
Iraqi forces entered thecity

In three days and with barely any resistance
from Kurdish peshmerga fighters, Iraqi forces took
control of the whole of the oil-rich province of
Kirkuk, whose ownership has long been disputed
between Baghdad and the autonomous Kurdish
region nthe north

For fear of violence on Sunday, Abu Sima and
his wife joined thousands of other families, mostly
Kurds, in fleeing the city. But like most others, they
have returned

"We had to come back because we, the Kurds,
a1 the majoiy e vare the oiginal residents of
Kir

e said
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the shadow of the Ottoman-era citadel, Omar
Najat couldn't agree less with that  historical
assessment

“Ihat there (the citadel) is Ottoman, Turkish,
and Kirkukis Iraqi Turkmen, ” he insisted

“Now that Baghdad is in charge, we have
security, not like before when we had another

He was M»um o Kirkuk's governor Najm
Eddine Karim who was fired by Baghdad for
bringing the referendum 1o the province but
refused to step down, until Iraqi security forces
seized control of his office on Monday

He had previously gone on television to urge
Kurdish residents to take up arms o resist the entry
oftragi forces into thecity.

ear a central square where a giant blue
Turkmen flag stamped with a crescent and star has
been hoisted, Turkmen merchant Abu Hussein is a
firm believer in the coexistence of Kirkuk's 00,000
residents.

The Kurds make up 000 e of s populs
tion, 25 percent are Turkmen and the rest Arab
Nt ond Chrisdans

Kirkuk is not one of the three provinces that
have been part of the autonomous Kurdish region
in Iraq since the US-led invasion of 2003 toppled
dictator Saddam Hussein

Itis in an area disputed between Baghdad and
the Kurds who claim it is theirs historically, since
Saddam's forces chased them out and replaced
them with Arabs.

"We know how to live alongside each ether,”
said Abu Hussein, seated next 10 a Kurdish friend in
traditional shalwar bagey t

The Kurdish shopkeeper next door has an all
Arab workforce

*It's not just the past year or two, we've all been
living together for decades, said Abu Hussein, a
47-yearspicescle

"As for the politicians, that's something else,"
hesaid beforeslipping back inside his store.

For Mohammed Hamdani, a 55-year-old Sunni
Aral, any blame lies on politicians in Baghdad and
Aubil, the capital of Iraqi Kurdistan.

“They can't agree between themselves and it's
us, ordinary people, who pay the price," said the
Arab, wearing a yellow jalabiya robe and colourful
prayer cap.

Hamdani's request is straightforward: “Who,
ever our leaders are, all we ask of them is one thing:
that they give us security and the means 1o feed
ourselves.”




