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HOW SPAIN COULD
AUTONOMY IN CATALONIA

Spain’s vow to take over at least part of Catalonia’s
regional powers due to its drive for independence would
involve triggering the never before used Article 155 of
Spain’s constitution. Here are five points about this so-
called "nuclear option’; which opens the way for Madrid
to suspend some or all of the region's autonomy in
Spain‘sworstpolitical crisis in decades.

HOW DID WE GETHERE?

Catalonia’s separatist regional government held a referendum on
independence on October 1 despite Spain's Constitutional Courtruling
itillegal. t said that 90 percent of people who voted backed independ-
ence, but tumout was only 43 percent. After Catalonia's regional
president Carles Puigdemont defied various warnings and deadlines
from Madrid, the national government yesterday said it would push
ahead with Article 155.

WHAT DOES THE CONSTITUTION SAY?
Under ts constitution adopted in 1978, Spin s one of the Wetern
world'smost ts17
of control over issues such as educalmn and healthcare. Catalonia is
among those with the most autonomy. Article 155 saysthatifa region's
‘government breaches its constitutional obligations or "acts in a way.
thatseriously threatens the general nterest of Spain’, Madrid can "take
necessary measures to oblige it forcibly to comply or to protect said
generalinterest”.

HOW DOES THEPROCESS WORK?

The central government called a ciss cabinet meeting for tomorrow to
discuss the procedure. It will then have to send to the Senate a lst of
spedific actions it plans to take under Artile 155. The steps will be
debated by a Senate committee beforea finalplenary vote, said Antonio
Barroso, analystat think-tank Teneontelligence. Prime Minister Mariano
Rajoy's conservative Popular Party holds a majority in the Senate,
meaning the proposals will almost certainy be approved. The whole
procedurewould takeaboutaweek.

WHATACTION COULD MADRID TAKE?

Article 155 would allow the central government to “take control of
political and administrative institutions of the rebel region’, Teresa
Freixes at the Autonomous University of Barcelona told AFP. Javier
Perez Royo of the University of Seville said measures could include
“suspending the regional government, placing the (Catalan police
force) Mossos d'Esquadra under the orders of the interior ministry"
and even “closing the regional parliament”. Madrid has also
proposed regional elections in Catalonia to overcome the politi-
cal impasse. Puigdemont did not respond to that suggestion
yesterday.

ANYOTHEROPTIONS?

Article 155 isjust one of several options Rajoy has in seeking to head off
Catalonia' separatists. The goverment could declare a state of emer-
gency with limits o freedom of movemen and assembly,sid Jose

Carle

Othr g sed 12015 acbd o M e ntins]
securiy crisis and claim powers such as passing laws by dectee. The
government can also let a series of criminal cases which have been
openedagainst Catalan leadersuntheircourse. SOURCE: AFP
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Xi hailed as great leader

Officials heap praise on his political ideology for 'New Era'

REUTERS, Beijing

Chinese officials yesterday heaped
praise on President Xi Jinping's
political ideology, unveiled a day
earlier at a key Communist Party
Congress, a sign that it could be
enshrined in the party's constitution
and further cement his power.

Some ruling Communist Party
officials were yesterday moved to
song, dance and tears in adulation
of Xi, a day after he opened the
twice-a-decade conclave pledging to
build a prosperous "modern social-
istcountry” fora "newera".

Three outgoing members of the
elite seven-man Politburo Standing
Committee that Xi heads lauded "Xi
Jinping Thought on Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics for a New
Era", according to the official
Xinhua News Agency.

Such statements indicate that Xi
could cement his power with his
new eponymous slogan being

incorporated into the party's consti-
tution. Whether the theory is
included bearing his name will be a
key measure of his status, analysts
have said

No other leader has had an epony-
mous ideology included in the docu-
mentwhilein office since Mao Zedong,
the founder of modern China.

Xi is poised to begin a second
five-year term next weel

Party officials hailed Xi as a wise

and great “lingxiu’, or leader, a
reverent honorific bestowed on only
two others: Mao and his short-lived
successor Hua Guofeng - another
sign that Xi has accumulated more

Xi could have new
slogan included in
party constitution

Xiwidely seen as
strongest leader
since Mao Zedong

Congress to unveil
new Politburo
Standing Committee

power than hisimmediate predeces-
sors and could revive a party chair-
manship as a precursor to staying on
in some capacity beyond the end of
hissecond term in 2022.

The 64-year-old Xi has consoli-
dated power swiftly since assuming

the party leadership in 2012, locking
up rivals for corruption, tightening
controls on civil society, revamping
the military and asserting China's
rising might on the global stage.

Some party officials painted Xi
as a saviour. "Because of the Party
Central Committee with comrade
Xi Jinping as its core, in five years,
the party has been saved, the army
has been saved, the country has
been saved,” Liu Shiyu, head of
China's securities regulator, said
on Thursday.

Xi's immediate predecessors, Hu
Jintao and Jiang Zemin, have had
their ideological concepts
enshrined in the constitution, but
nottheir names.

The party gave Xi the title of
“core" leader a year ago, a strength-
ening of his position ahead of the
congress, adding to speculation that
Xi could retain power beyond a
customary second term and even
revive Mao's chairman title.

Palestinian govt
must recognise
Israel, disarm
Hamas: US

ARP, Jerusalem

A top aide to US President
Donald Trump yesterday said
vh.n an emerging Palestinian
nity government must recog-
s fae ant disamn Hamas,
Washington's first detailed
responseto alandmark reconcil-
iation deal signed last week.

A Hamas official immedi-
ately rejected the comments as
"blatant interference’ in
Palestinian affairs, but did not
say directly whether the
Islamist group planned to
comply with any of the
demands

Trump's special representa-
tive for international negotia-
tions Jason Greenblatt, who has
repeatedly visited the region to
seek ways to restart peace talks,
laid outaseries of conditions.

"Any Palestinian govern-
mentmustunambiguously and
explicitly commit to nonvio-
lence, recognise the state of
Israel, accept previous agree-
ments and obligations between
the parties - including to
disarm terrorists -- and commit
to peaceful negotiations,"

Fighters of Syrian Democratic Forces gesture the g
Raga from the Islamic State group yesterday prepared to hand the Syrian city over to a ci

ign while onboard a pick up truck in Raqga, Syl

us

headed to the next battle. The capture of Raga was announced on Tuesday.

-backed forces who captured
ian authority, with some of their fighters already
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Greenblattsaid i

The US conditions were
roughly in line with principles
previously set out by the
Quartet for Middle East peace -

the United States, the
European Union, Russia and
the United Nations,

in a Palesti
must accept these basic
requirements,” Greenblatt
said.

The statement was also
similar to the Israeli govern-
ment's response this week in
which it vowed not to negoti-
ate with a Palestinian unity
government that includes
Hamas unless the Islamist
group agrees to a list of
demands

The demands included
recognising Israel and
renouncing violence, but also
returning the remains of two
Isracli soldiers killed in Gaza,
amongother conditions.

Palestinian president
Mahmud Abbas's Fatah move-
ment signed a reconciliation
deal with Hamas in Cairo a
week ago aimed at ending a
bitter 10-yearsplit

The Abbas-led Palestine
Liberation Organisation has
recognised Isracl, but Hamas
has not and is blacklisted as a
terrorist_organisation by the
United States and the
European Union.

was interrupted by a second Humvee breaking all the way into

TALIBAN ATTACK ON AFGHAN MILITARY BASE

At least 43 troops killed

inside, hesaid.

UK PM woos EU with
'fair' citizenship offer

Urges leaders of the block to break deadlock in Brexit talks

N Zealand gets
its youngest
woman PM

AF, Welingon

New Zealand's centre-left opposi-
tion leader Jacinda Arder was
poised to become prime minister
yesterday in a stunning rise to
power, affer maverick populist
Winston Peters backed the charis-
matic 37-year-old to form a
government.

Peters' decision, which came
after the September 23 election
ended deadlocked, gives her
Labour Party the numbers to take
office with his New Zealand First
and the Greens.

"It is an absolute honour and
a privilege to have the ability as
Labour Party leader to form a

overnment for all New
Zealanders,” she told reporters,
saying it was *an exciting day"

Peters, who has been offered
the deputy prime ministership
under the deal, told reporters he
believed Ardern offered change
that could provide "capitalism
with a human face”

He added: "That's why in the
end we chose a coalition govern-
ment of New Zealand First with
the New Zealand Labour Party."

‘The 72-year-old "kingmaker"
was full of praise for Arder, who
revived Labour's fortunes when
she became party leader just
out from the election.

e exhibited extraordinary
talent in the campaign itself from
a very hopeless position,” he said

Once the Greens formally
approve the coalition, Ardern will
become New Zealand's youngest
leader since 1856 and only the
third female prime minister of the
nation of 4.6 million

She campaigned on issues
such as housing affordability and
free tertiary education.
Environmental action and
improved healthcare were also
constant themes at the hustings.

‘The result was a bitter blow to
outgoing conservative Prime
Minister Bill English, who ran an
unexpectedly strong campaign to
claim 44.4 percent of the vote, far
higher than Labour's 36 percent

He congratulated Ardem and
said he had not yet decided
whether he would remain
National party leader in opposi-
tion.

The Afghan Taliban yesterday stormed a military base in the
south of the country killing at least 43 troops , the Defence
Ministry said, with the militants saying they had killed 60.

Of 60 soldiers manning the base i the province of Kandahar,
43 were killed, nin and six were the
militants attacked in the middle of the
night, the ministry said in a statement

‘At least 10 Taliban were also reported ~
killed in lhE blllle, Wh)(h occurred m Dozens hlled in

datwand, adistrict that Taliban attack on
Helmand province.

The attack will underscore worries
about the ability of the Afghan security
forces to deal with a relentless insurgency
which they havestruggled to contain since
most foreign troops left at the end of 2014

US President Donald Trump commit-
ted to an open-ended military mission in
Afghanistan in August despite criticism
thatitis no closer to peace despite billions
of dollars in aid and nearly 16 years of US
andallied operations.

Theattack began when a suicide bomber drove an explosives-
laden American-made Humvee armoured vehicle, likely cap-
tured from Afghan security forces, into the gate of the base, an
army official told Reuters.

That began an hours-long assault by Taliban gunmen, which
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“The base itselfwas leftin ruins, officials said.

‘The Taliban have been wag\ng an 1muxgenw fora decade and a
balfin an atempr ! ed in
Kabul hafi i

d

‘The United Slates and its allies maintain thousands of troops

across Afghanistan, including in
Kandahar, to advise and assist Afghan
forces as well as conduct strikes against
suspected militants.

When asked whether US forces pro-
vided any support for the besieged Afghan
base, a spokesman at the coalition mili-
tary command in Kabul said: "We can
confirm that US forces conducted an air
strike duringan operation in the Maiwand
district of Kandahar province, October 19,
under counter-terror authorities.”

On Tuesday, at least 69 people were
killed and scores wounded in Taliban
attacks on government compounds  in
Paktiaand Ghazni provinces,

Among the dead in those attacks were at least 36 members of
the Afghan security forces, including a senior provincial police
commander.

Militants were once again attacking a police base in Ghazni
yesterday, but officials did not have information on casualties.

AFP, Brussels

leave meanwhile are deadlocked and discus-

British Prime Minister Theresa May yesterday
urged EU leaders to urgently set out plans to
move forward with Brexit negotiations, in
particular on the rights of European nation-
als, as they prepared to delay key trade talks

until atleast December.

Arriving for the two-day sum-
mit, May accepted that her 27
European Union counterparts
were unlikely to agree that there
has been enough progress on
divorce issues to move on to a
second phase, saying the meeting
was intended to "take stock”

In a move to sway EU leaders
on what is a key topic for them,
May yesterday published an open

letter to the three million EU citizens living
in Britain promising they would not be
asked to leave after Brexitin March 2019.
The EU agrees that of the three key separa-
tion issues at stake, citizens rights is the most
advanced, but sticking points remain.
Discussions on the bill Britain must pay to

MIT

progress”,

sions on Northern Ireland still have far to go.

EU President Donald Tusk warned he did
“not expect any kind of breakthrough”,
saying that while there had been * promising
, London needed to come up with
more concrete proposals.

EU leaders will discuss Brexit
without her today morning,

The EU is to consider stepping
up measures aimed at punishing
North Korea for its nuclear and
ballistic weapons programmes,
according to a summit agreement
seen by AFPyesterday.

The bloc blacklisted the North
Korean army on Monday as part
of a new round of sanctions that
European powers hope will help

force Kim Jong-Un's regime to the bargain-
ing table. New measures approved by EU

foreign ministers also included a complete

ban on investment in the North, which
carried out its
nuclear test last mumh and a total embargo
onoil and petrol products.
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Obama's love letters
to be made public

AP, Washington

A young Barack Obama questioned his place in the world and
his racial identity, agonized over whether he'd make enough
moneyasa community organizer, and lamented his incompat-
ibility with his ex-girlfriend in 30 pages of letters he wrote to her
thatare now beingarchived by Emory Unive inAtlanta.

The nine full letters, sent by Obama to his college girl-
friend, Alexandra McNear, are being made public to
researchers through Emory University's Stuart A. Rose
Manuscript, Archives and Rare Book Library.

The university has had the letters since 2014 but could
only make them public now, officials said.

Written in the 1980s, the letters give a peek into Obama's
psyche as he sought out the path that would eventually land
him in the White House as the United States' first black
president, Emory University officials said Wednesday.

"Myideasaren'tas crystallised as they were while in school, but
they have an immediacy and weight that may be more useful if
and when I'm less observer and more participant,” Obama
wth in 1984 to McNear, who was a student at a California

d by Ob: to Columbia.

The "very lyrical, very poetic" letters will be useful to
researchers trying to craft a picture of Obama the college
student and recent graduate, Emory officials said.

Anti-G7 protesters march in the port of Itali:

island Ischia, yesterday before the start the G7 summit of Interior
Ministers with European Union representatives and members of the private sector as Google, Facebook, microsoft and
Twitter. The discussion will focus on two key topics: prevention of the terrorist use of the Internet and collaboration in
the fight against the so-called "foreign fighters" through information exchange and activities to halt the extremists.

Iraqi Kurds say
open to talks
with Baghdad

AFP, Arbil

The Iraqi Kurdish regional

Baghdad after central gov-

ernment forces seized a
swathe of disputed territory
from Kurdish fighters.

"The cabinet welcomes
the initiative of Prime
Minister Haider al-Abadi on
starting negotiations with
the regional government to
solve pending issues accord-
ing to the constitution and
principles of partnership," it
said inastatement.

On Monday and Tuesday,
federal troops and allied mili-
tias ousted Kurdish forces from
the northern province of
Kirkuk and its lucrative oil
fields, as well as formerly
Kurdish-held areas of Nineveh
and Diyala provinces.




