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A devotee lights oil lamps at a religious ceremony during the Diwali or Deepavali festival at a Hindu temple in

Colombo yesterday.
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Xi heralds 'new era'

FROM PAGE 18
crossed the threshold into a new era,”
said.

The twice-a-decade event,
weeklong, mostly closed-door con-
clave, will culminate in the selection of
a new Politburo Standing Committee
to rule China's 1.4 billion people for
the next five years, with Xi expected to
consolidate his control and potentially
retain power beyond 2022, when the
next congress takes place.

The 64-year-old Xi, widely regarded
as the most powerful Chinese leader
since Mao Zedong, spoke to more than
2,000 delegates in Beijing's cavernous,
red-carpeted Great Hall of the People,
including 91-year-old former president
Jiang Zemin. Security was tight on a
rainy, smoggy day in the capital.

As expected, the speech was heavy

iration and short on specific

On the economy, Xi said China
would relax market access for foreign
investment, expand access to its ser-
vices sector and deepen market-
oriented reform of its exchange rate
and financial system, while at the same
time strengthening state firms.

The European Union Chamber of
Commerce in China said it welcomed
commitments to open wider the door

ASI arrested
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others managed to flee.

The trader, Himel Khan, filed a
case accusing four, said GG Biswash,
officer-in-charge of Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar Police Station.

Himel said he and his cousin
Shafiq Khan were going to the airport
in Dhaka around 11:00pm on
Tuesday when the arrestees and two
others, riding bikes, stopped their
rented car.

The bikers, claiming to be police-
men, snatched away the car key and
mobile phones of Himel and Shafiq,
who was supposed to fly to Malaysia
later that night.

Himel and Shafiq became suspi-
cious and started crying for help.

Bystanders came forward and held
Jasim and Mithu, but two others sped
away from the scene on a motorcycle,
Himel said.

Sher-e-Bangla Nagar police later
arrested the two and seized an unreg-
istered motorcycle.

Police sources and witnesses said
police first tried to cover up the inci-
dent through negotiations and didn't
record the case, an allegation denied
by the officers concerned.

“It took some time to record a case
as we were trying to arrest the two
who fled and verify the allegations,”
GG Biswash said, when asked about
the allegation.

Khaleda
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People travelling from Uttara to down-
town Dhaka faced immense sufferings
as they had to face delays for hours.

After coming out of the airport,
Khaleda headed straight to her
Gulshan home. But she too was caught
in tailbacks as it took her around three
hours to reach her residence, around
eight kilometres off the airport.

On July 15, the former prime
minister went to London for treat-
ment and spending time with her
family members. Her elder son
Tarique Rahman, also the BNP senior
vice-chairman, is staying there.

The BNP chief underwent a suc-
cessful eye surgery at a London hospi-
tal on August 8. She also celebrated
the Eid-ul-Azha with her family mem-
bers in the British capital.

Khaleda is facing six arrest war-
rants in different cases. A Dhaka court
has recently cancelled her bail and
issued arrest warrants for her in the
Zia Orphanage and the Zia Charitable
Trust graft cases.

Two more warrants have been
served on her in Dhaka in as many
cases for allegedly “undermining” the
country's map and the national flag
and celebrating her “false birthday”
on August 15 every year.

The other warrants have been
issued against the BNP chief in
Comilla in two cases filed over hartal
violence in February 2015.

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir and senior leaders
Khandker Mosharraf Hossain, Moudud
Ahmed, Jamiruddin Sircar, Mirza Abbas,
Abdul Moyeen Khan, Nazrul Islam
Khan and Amir Khosru Mahmud
Chowdhury, among others, greeted
Khaleda at the airport's VIP lounge.

Talking to reporters before
Khaleda's arrival, BNP standing com-
mittee member Moudud Ahmed
alleged that police obstructed party
leaders from standing along the
Airport Road.

*Our leaders and supporters have
come here to welcome their party
chief who is returning to her country.
But you see how police are obstruct-
ing them. Police stopped public trans-
port so that our leaders can't get
here,” he said.

About the arrest warrants against
Khaleda, he said those were “politically
motivated”. “She is not afraid of arrest
warrants. Our leader is respectful to law
and will secure bail from courts.”

According to party sources,
Khaleda will appear before a Dhaka
court today to seek bail in the Zia
Orphanage and the Zia Charitable
Trust graft cases.

AB special hands SA
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hope as Bangladesh teetered to an
inevitable loss by 104 runs as they lost
the series with one more game to play in
East London on Sunday.

De Villiers's highest score of 176 off
104 balls, which drove South Africa to
353 for six, may have been the long-
awaited piece of the pie in their utter
dominance, but the hosts will take great
succour from the fact that the young and
generally unthreatening medium pacer
Andile Phehlukwayo was the wrecker in
chief with a four-wicket haul as
Bangladesh were all out for 249 in 47.4
overs.

Old problems of getting set and
getting out that really don't bear repeat-
ing anymore persisted, but at least the
‘Tigers can take solace from the fact thata
batsman of De Villiers's prowess has
done similar damage to teams better
than them, and all the batsmen could
have done was to get as close to the
target as possible and then hope for the
best.

The match saw opener Tamim Igbal
returningafter a thigh muscle injury had
kept him out of the second Test and first
ODI, but Bangladesh's muddled state of
mind was encapsulated by the decision
of jettisoning a bowler for a returning
batsman as Mohammad Saifuddin was
left out and not Liton Das, who had
opened in Tamim's absence in the first
ODI. Saifuddin was very expensive in
that match, but he could have been
replaced with another bowling all-
rounder in Mehedi Hasan Miraz, but
clear thought has not been a feature of
the team or management this tour.

In the chase, scoreboard pressure
would always have proven too much,
especially on a terrible Boland Park
outfield that was still soggy from the
rain of the past few days, and it was
more of a disadvantage for Bangladesh
as they don't have the big hitters South
Africa were blessed with. The pitch,
however, was a belter and for some
time the visitors were abreast of the
challenge. Reaching 162 for two in 29
overs before leg-spinner Imran Tahir
had Imrul Kayes was caught at cover off
a leading edge for 68. Before that
Tamim proved his fitness with three
boundaries in his 23 before he was
adjudged leg-before off Dwaine
Pretorius in the eighth over, a decision
that would have been overturned had
he reviewed. With the score on 69,
Liton however chose to review a plumb
leg-before three overs later, off
Phelukwayo, and wasted the one
review the team had.

Imrul and Mushfiqur Rahim, who
scored his second successive 50-plus
score with 60 to follow the century in
the first game, put on a 93-run third-
wicket stand, but with the run rate
creeping up, Imrul's dismissal predict-
ably brought about the collapse.
Shakib Al Hasan perished trying to run
Tahir down to third man and when
Mushfiqur Rahim advanced and cut
Pretorius to point to be fifth out with
the score on 184 in the 34th over, it
became a case of losing respectfully.

Int'l community
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Bazar, aimed at providing medical
relief to the refugees.

“I am extremely saddened by the
plight of the large number of Rohingya
refugees caught up in the latest conflict
in Rakhine state in Myanmar,” the
Malaysian PM stated in the statement,
which was also provided at the brief-
i

ng.

The Bangladesh foreign minister
further said Bangladesh would send
envoys to any nation if required for its
continuous diplomatic efforts to reach
a fruitful solution to the crisis.

He said Home Minister
Asaduzzaman Khan would visit
Myanmar on October 30 and is
expected to sign two memorandums of
understanding over the issue.

Mahmudullah Riyad hita 46-ball 35 as
one by one - after Sabbir Rahman's
dismissal for 17 which gave Tahir his
third wicket - the tail came and fell to
Phehlukwayo. He was ninth out on
239, bowled by Phehlukwayo, and
Bangladesh managed to add just 10
more before Dane Paterson took his
first international wicket by bowling
Rubel Hossain.

Earlier, skipper Mashrafe Bin
Mortaza won the toss and elected to
bowl, saying that the pitch will become
easier to bat on in the afternoon. At 90
for two in the 18th over, with Shakib Al
Hasan having hit a groove and dismiss-
ing Quinton de Kock and Faf du Ples
in the same over, it seemed for a brief
while that the script may change a bit
for Bangladesh. But from the start De
Villiers left everyone at the ground in
no doubt that any advantage
Bangladesh had gained would quickly
be a thing of the past. Two hours and
30 overs of resplendent fireworks later,
he left the field with his ODI score of
176, scored off just 104 deliveries with
seven sixes and 15 fours, having set
South Africa comfortably on the path
of a total of 353 for six off 50 overs. It
was his 22nd ODI century on his first
match for the Proteas since the
Champions Trophy in June.

Bangladesh's bowling has been
poor enough throughout this tour, but
it would be redundant to be too harsh
on them as De Villiers has laid to better
attacks in similar fashion. He domi-
nated two century-plus partnerships
after the 90-run opening stand; scoring
86 of the 136 runs put on for the third
wicket along with Hashim Amla, who
was caught behind off Rubel for 85 in
the 36th over, and then scored 90 of
the 117 runs added for the fourth
wicket with JP Duminy -- a partnership
that needed just 70 deliveries.

De Villiers reached his hundred off
just 68 balls with a single to mid wicket
off Rubel Hossain in the 38th over. He
then proceeded to score 76 runs off the
next 36 balls. He truly turned it on
from the last ball of the 42 nd over,
hitting all seven of his sixes and four
boundaries in that period, till he was
out in the 48th over, trying to his
eighth, but only managing to miscue it
to Sabbir Rahman at midwicket off
Rubel. He hit two successive sixes off
Mashrafe Bin Mortaza in the 45th over,
repeated the dose off Taskin in the next
over, adding a four in the middle. The
first of those sixes brought up his 150
in 93 deliveries. Another four and two
sixes followed in Mashrafe's next over.

South Africa were headed for a 370-
plus total but for De Villiers's dismissal
and a two-wicket burst from Rubel in
the last over, giving the paceman figures
of four for 62 off 10 overs. Shakib was
the most economical with two for 60
from 10, and Mashrafe the most expen-
sive, conceding 82 from his 10 overs.

Mayor Annisul
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early last month wrote that her hus-
band, who had taken the oath of office
as mayor on May 6, 2015, was off venti-
lator and was breathing on his own. He
made eye contacts with doctors and
was blinking when they conveyed
anything to him.

“Doctors just told me that they are
happy with stability, and they are
hoping that we should know more
about his recovery process by next
week,” she wrote.

The Dhaka North City Corporation
mayor has been suffering from a neuro-
logical ailment (dizziness and lack of
balance) for some time. He was admit-
ted to a neurology hospital in central
London on August 13 before being
diagnosed with cerebral vasculitis.A

Annisul was suffering from occa-
sional spells of dizziness and lack of
balance for the last two months,
Rubana told The Daily Star in mid
August, and the disease was not
detected in Dhaka.

88pc accused
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in 104 robbery cases filed across the
country. During the period, police
submitted charge sheets against 619
accused in 221 cases.

Most of them got bail.

Talking to The Daily Star, a for-
mer district judge, requesting ano-
nymity, blamed witnesses' and vic-
tims' non cooperation for mugging
accused getting acquitted.

‘When trials begin, witnesses often
fail to show up before court as they
have no relations to the victims, he
said.

In some cases, witnesses appeared in
court but stop coming when the legal
process becomes long, he said, adding
that this helps the accused get bail.

The former judge said the only
solution was to make the entire legal
process faster.

Metropolitan Public Prosecutor
Abdullah Abu mentioned the lack of
witnesses as the prime reason
behind 88 percent mugging accused
not getting punished. “It becomes
difficult to prove cases when police
fail to present witnesses and the
complainants in court,” he added.

Sahely Ferdous, stant inspec-
tor general of police headquarters,
also mentioned the difficulty regard-
ing witnesses and complainants.

Police sources said “mugging” has
no legal definition in Bangladesh
law. If one to four people forcefully
take away valuables from someone
using arms, then a case is filed under
Section 392 of the Penal Code, which
is a robbery case.

TALHA MURDER CASE

Wari police arrested Milon and
Sabuj at the capital's Kaptan Bazar
early yesterday, said DC Farid during
a press briefing at his Golapbagh
office.

Around 6:45am on October 8,
Talha, just 50 yards away from his
home on RK Mission road, noticed
Milon and Sabuj taking valuables
ambushing a rickshaw passenger.

He immediately started calling for
help and tried to stop the muggers,
said the Wari DC.

The suspects then pinned Talha to
the ground and stabbed him in his
leg and abdomen, he said. Talha
died in Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

Farid said the two were profes-
sional muggers and had been mug-
ging people for the last five years.

Milon was last arrested a year ago
and Sabuj this July, he said.

Yesterday afternoon, Milon and
Sabuj made confessional statements
before a magistrate under the sec-
tion 164.

No one felled
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committee, said they were investigat-
ing the matter giving it the highest
importance and will submit the
probe report within three working
days.

"We are preparing a case and are
hopeful of submitting [the report]
tonight against the culprits,”
Razzaqul said

Euro parliament
chief says UK
Brexit budget
offer is 'peanuts'’

AFP, London

European Parliament president
Antonio Tajani has described Britain's
financial offer on Brexit as "peanuts”
ahead of a crunch European Union
summit this week.

Prime Minister Theresa May has
promised to maintain Britain's con-
tributions for two years after Brexit in
March 2019 to complete the current
EU budget period, totalling around
20 billion euros ($24 billion).

and treat all ¢ s equally, but
said European companies operating in
ina continued to suffer from "prom-
ise fatigue”.

In what was probably an indirect
reference to US President Donald
Trump's "America First” policy, Xi prom-
ised that China would be fully engaged
with the world, and reiterated pledges to
tackle climate change. Trump this year
opted to withdraw the United States
from the Paris climate pact.

"No country can alone address the
many challenges facing mankind; no
country can afford to retreat into self-
isolation," Xi told the delegates, among
them Buddhist monks, Olympic medal-
ists, farmers and atleast one astronaut.

Xi set bold long-term goals for
China's development, envisioning it as
a "basically" modernised socialist
country by 2035, and a modern social-
ist "strong power" with leading influ-
ence on the world stage by 2050.

But he signalled there would be no
significant political reforms, calling
China's system the broadest, most
genuine, and most effective way to
safeguard the interests of the people.

Xi has overseen a sweeping crack-
down on civil society, locking up rights
lawyers and dissidents and tightening
internet controls as he has sought to
revitalise the Communist Party and its
placein contemporary China.

"We should not just mechanically
copy the political systems of other
countries,” he said. "We must unwaver-
ingly uphold and improve party leader-
ship and make the party still stronger."
FIRM ON GRAFT, TATWAN
Xi praised the party's successes, particu-
larly his high-profile anti-graft cam-
paign, in which more than a million
officials have been punished and doz-

ens of former senior officials jailed,
saying it would never end as corruption
was the "gravest threat" the party faces.

On self-ruled Taiwan, claimed by
Beijing as its own, Xi said China would
never allow the island to separate from
China, adding that China would strive
to fully transform its armed forces into a
world-class military by the mid-21st
century.

He made no mention of neighbour-
ing North Korea, which has angered
Beijing with repeated nuclear and
ballistic missile tests in defiance of UN
sanctions.

Xi has consolidated power swiftly
since assuming the party leadership in
2012, locking up rivals for corruption,
restructuring the military and asserting
China's rising might on the world stage.

Focus at the congress will be on how
Xi plans to use his expanded authority,
and moves to enable him to stay onina
leadership capacity after his second
term ends in 2022.

That could include resurrecting the
position of party chairman, a title that
would put him on par with Mao, the
founding father of modern China.

"Inall aspects he is on the right track
to be our next Chairman Mao," Su
Shengcheng, a delegate from the north-
western province of Qinghai, told
Reuters. "He will lead the party and
Central Committee to continue its way
tosuccess.”

Raped
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husband was out and raped her.

When her husband returned the
next day, she told him about the inci-
dent. The husband then took her to
Hasan Ali's house to protest, when the
suspect and his family beat her up and
cut her hair off.

Locals rescued her and took her to
Rangpur Medical College Hospital that
night.

The victim is now being treated at
the One Stop Crisis Centre of the
RMCH.

Babul Mia, officer-in-charge of
Rangpur Sadar Police Station, said
police were trying to arrest the suspect.

Meanwhile, police arrested two
people in connection with the alleged
rape of a 14-year-old girl in Puthia
upazila of Rajshahi yesterday, reports
our Rajshahi correspondent.

The arrestees are Mohammad Rony,
25, and Abdur Rahim, 45, of Paschim
Jamia village, said Sub-inspector
Motiur Rahman of Puthia Police
Station.

Rony allegedly took the girl to a
sugarcane field in the village around
8:00pm on Tuesday and raped her, said
the police official

Abdur Rahim noticed it and raped
the gitl again, he said.

Returning home, the girl told her
parents of the matter. Her parents took
her to Puthia Police Station where a
case was filed against the two, said
police.

EU waits for Myanmar
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She was interacting with diplomatic
correspondents in Lakeshore Hotel in
a programme styled “DCABtalk” with
the EU Ambassador and organised by
Diplomatic Correspondents
Association, Bangladesh. It was her
first interaction with the press in
Bangladesh.

The EU and its member states on
Oct 16 decided to suspend invitations
to the commander-in-chief of the
Myanmar armed forces and other
senior military officers, and review all
practical defence cooperation.

"It's a symbolic measure but I think
it's an important one and a significant
message to Myanmar, " Teerink said.

The EU confirmed the relevance of
the current EU restrictive measures --
an embargo on arms and equipment
that can be used for internal repres-
sion. The decision was conveyed on
Monday against the backdrop of d
proportionate use of force by security
forces in Myanmar against the
Rohingya population.

In reply to a question, the EUl ambas-
sador said the role of China and Russia
was very important in finding a solution
to the crisis, but economic interest appar-
ently made the “solution difficult”.

Teerink, who has been discharging
her diplomatic assignment in South
Asian region since 2006 in different
capacities, said Myanmar was an
important part of a larger belt and road
initiative that China was now devising,
which might be a reason why many
countries were not so outspoken even
when they were watching ethnic
cleansing and human rights abuses.

The EU envoy emphasized the
importance of taking China, Russia
and India on board in finding a solu-
tion, which, she said, was a very diffi-
cult part of the equation.

The European Council may con-
sider “additional measures” if the
situation does not improve, but also
stands ready to respond accordingly to
positive developments.

The EU also intends to seize the
opportunity of the forthcoming ASEM
Foreign Ministerial Meeting in Nay Pyi
Taw on November 20-21 to engage in a
constructive dialogue with the govern-
ment, and to continue to liaise with all

Asian partners in this regard.

"This is a very important meeting
and we look forward to it to convince
Myanmar to do the right thing"
Teerink said.

On the next parliamentary election
in Bangladesh, she said the EU was
interested in sending an election
observation mission ahead of the
polls. The mission will be deployed
once Bangladesh sends an invitation
to thatend.

EU Commissioner for
Humanitarian Aid and Crisis
Management Christos Stylianides will
arrive here on October 30 to see the
Rohingya situation on the ground, the
EUambassador said.

DCAB President Rezaul Karim
Lotus and General Secretary Pantho
Rahman also spoke on the occasion.
Konstantinos Vardakis, minister-
counsellor of the EU Embassy in
Dhaka, was also present.

China grows
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Hunan Province.
The new type of rice is said to be 1.8
metres tall on average (5ft 10in), with
the greatest ones reaching 2.2 metres.
Xia Xinjie, a researching involved in
the project, expected the yield of the
‘giant rice’ to surpass 11.5 tonnes per
hectare. Xia said the per-hectare yield is
50 percent higher than the ordinary

ice.

Xia added that experts had harvested
more than 500 grains from a single
‘giantrice’ stalk.

The Chinese scientists are said to
have used a series of new technologies
to cultivate the new rice, including
mutation induction and hybridisation
between different kinds of wild rice.

The 'giant rice' is due to greatly bene-
fit China which is facing a shortage of
farmers and a growing population.

“It is expected that 60 percent more
rice will need to be produced in 2030
compared to 1995,” Yuan Longping, a
renowned agricultural scientist, told
People’s Daily Online, in an interview
lastmonth.

Yuan added: “Currently, one hectare
for rice production provides food for 27
people. By 2050, one hectare will have
tosupport 43 people.”



