DHAKA WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 18,2017, KARTIK 3,1424 BS

'China to take 70pc
stake in strategic
port in Myanmar'

REUTERS, Yangon

China has agreed to take a 70 percent
stake in a strategically important sea
port in Myanmar, at the lower end of a
proposed range amid local concerns
about Beijing's growing economic
clout in the country, a senior govern-
ment official said.

Oo Maung, vice chairman of a
government-led committee overseeing
the project, said Myanmar had pushed
for a bigger slice of the roughly §7.2
billion deep sea port, in western
Rakhine state, in negotiations with a
consortium led by China's CITIC
Group. Agreement was reached in
September, he said.

“Locals from Rakhine and communi-
ties across Myanmar think that the previ-
ous 85/15 percent agreement is unfair to
Myanmar. People disagree with the plan
and the government is now trying to
makeabetter deal,” hesaid.

The new proposal has been sent to
the office of Myanmar's Vice President
Henry Van Thio for approval, Oo
Maung said. But the two sides have not
yet reached an agreement on financing
details, he added, saying further nego-
tiations were needed to move the
project forward.

Beijing-based CITIC, China's big-
gest and oldest financial conglomer-
ate, did not immediately respond to
requests for comment.

Yuan Shaobin, executive president
of CITIC Myanmar, told the Myanmar
Times in an interview published on
Monday that the company had agreed
to a 30 percent stake, but also said
more negotiations were needed to iron
out the financing details.

Reuters in May reported that state-
owned CITIC had proposed taking a
70-85 percent stake in the Kyauk Pyu
port, a part of China's ambitious “Belt
and Road” infrastructure investment
plan to deepen its links with econo-
mies throughout Asia and beyond.

China has been pushing for prefer-
ential access to the deep sea port of

Second ODI

FROM PAGE 1
maath [field]’, implying that the
Boland Park field is in a state that
Dhaka's famous Dhanmondi venue is
often in during the monsoon season.
The comparison is not entirely with-
out water; much of the field is under
covers, but the exposed areas are
muddy and it is highly doubtful if the
groundstaff can get it in playable con-
ditions by the start time without some
serious help from the sun.

The good news, however, is that the
forecast for today is sunny with no
chance of rain and although locals say
that the forecasts here cannot be
trusted, Bangladesh will hope to get
some match time in after a dismal tour
so far. The good news for the Tigers is
that opener Tamim Iqbal, who missed
the second Test and first ODI, seems to
be on his way back and if that is the
case he will replace Liton Das. The
team is likely to remain unchanged,
with maybe Mehedi Hasan Miraz
coming in for Taskin Ahmed, depend-
ing on the pitch.

Kyauk Pyu on the Bay of Bengal, an
entry point for a Chinese oil and gas
pipeline that gives it an alternative
route for energy imports from the
Middle East that avoids the Malacca
Strait, a shipping chokepoint.

The port is part of two projects,
which also include an industrial park,
to develop a special economic zone in
Rakhine. CITIC was awarded the ten-
dersinboth initiatives in 2015.
DISAGREEMENT ON FINANCING
CITIC and Myanmar's civilian govern-
ment are still negotiations over financ-
ing the project, Oo Maungsaid.

He said under the previous agree-
ment, struck by the former military-
backed government of President Thein
Sein, Myanmar was responsible for
only 15 percent of the funding.

CITIC has now asked the govern-
ment to contribute 30 percent, in
proportion to the stake agreed, while
Myanmar wants to stick to the original
split, he said.

The economic zone faces opposi-
tion from activists and residents who
criticised the tender process and said
the development would have a nega-
tiveimpact on local people.

BNP plans
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adding that they were also asked to
stand on pavements, not on the streets.

"In a democratic country, there is
no reason to obstruct any political
programme. Police will take measures
if they block roads and hamper secu-
tity," AKM Shahidul Hoque, inspector
general of police, told The Daily Star.

Meanwhile, six arrest warrants have
so far been issued against the BNP
chairperson in different cases.

Of them, a Dhaka court has
cancelled Khaleda's bail and issued
arrest warrants for her in two cases --
the Zia Orphanage and the Zia
Charitable Trust graft.

Two more warrants have been
served on her in Dhaka in two other
cases filed in connection with under-
mining the country's map and the
national flag and celebrating her “false
birthday” on August 15 every year.

The remaining warrants have been
issued against the BNP chief in
Comilla in two cases filed over vio-
lence during hartals in February in
2015.

Court sources said a copy of the
arrest warrant of undermining the
country's map and the national flag
case was sent to Gulshan Police Station
on October 12.

But Abu Bakar Siddique, officer-in-
charge of the police station, yesterday
said they did not get any such copy.

On July 15, Khaleda went to
London for treatment and spending
time with her family members. Her
elder son and also BNP's Senior Vice-
chairman Tarique Rahman is now
stayingin London

The BNP chief on August 8 under-
went a successful eye surgery at a hos-
pital in London. She also celebrated
Eid-ul-Azha with her family members
there.

Dhaka wants
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the Indian government who, as a
humanitarian gesture, sent substantial
relief materials for the forcibly dis-
placed Rohingyas, by air and ship, and
said, “We also count on India's contin-
ued support in the international arena
for the early return of Rohingyas.”

Ali said the ultimate solution to the
Rohingya crisis is that they have to
return to Myanmar.

During his speech, Ali gave a com-
prehensive overview of India-
Bangladesh relations covering various
sectors including security, counter-
terrorism, trade, transit, energy and
sharing of waters of common rivers.

Referring to the vexed issue of Teesta
water sharing, Ali said Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, after assuming power
in 2009, took an initiative to break the
deadlockin this regard.

“The two countries also worked out
asolution for an interim water-sharing
agreement in 2011, but it could not be
concluded due to the last-minute
objection raised by the West Bengal
government,” he said, adding, an early
conclusion of the agreement on Teesta
“would open up newer opportunities
for cooperation” between India and
Bangladesh.

He said security issue had earlier
bedevilled India-Bangladesh ties in the
past, but Hasina, since assuming
power, has firmly controlled the situa-
tion and did not allow any terrorist
activities, or any terrorist groups, to use
Bangladesh soil to launch any attack
against India or any other neighbour-
ing country.

Naturally, Bangladesh expects strict
reciprocity from all her neighbours on
thisaccount, hesaid.

Turning to the huge gap in bilateral
trade balance which is heavily tilted

Delhi

towards India (Bangladesh imported
goods worth $5.4 Billion and exported
goods worth $689.6 million in finan-
cial year 2015-16), he said a small and
capital-shy economy like that of
Bangladesh would need substantial
investment to broaden its exportable
base.

Citing the existing trade equation
between the US and Canada and
Mexico under the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) treaty, Ali
said, “The most practical cause of
action would be to set up a series of
buy-back projects.”

Under NAFTA xreaty the US haa
ensured

500-yr-old
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Sadly, the mosque is situated beside
the busy highway leading from
Chapainawabganj town to the
Sonamasjid Land Port on the Indian
border. Up to 400 cargo-laden trucks
ply this route daily, and apart from
the dust and noise, the vibration of so
‘many vehicles adds significant stress
to the foundations and walls of the
mosque.

“A bypass road is urgently required
to protect the mosque,” says its
Imam, Hizbullah.

“While ever the highway runs past it,
the Chotto Sona Masjid is at risk of
damage,” agrees the deputy assistant
director of the archaeology department
in Chapainawabgan, Humayun Kabir.

“Its days are
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AL won't budge on polls

FROM PAGE 1
During the two-and-a-half hour elec-
toral talks, the party also demanded
that armed forces personnel be
deployed during the election and be
provided with magistracy power.

Today, the AL would take a stand
against fresh demarcation of the con-
stituencies and army deployment.

AL General Secretary Obaidul Quader
would lead a 22-member party team to
today's talks, beginning at 11:00am, at
Nirbachan Bhaban in the capital.

Earlier on January 11, the party had
placed another 11-point proposal dur-
ing its dialogue with President Abdul
Hamid on the formation of a new EC.

The BNP has demanded restoration
uf the boundaries of parliamentary

ies drawn before the 2008

we have asked the Roads and Highways
Department to build a by-pass road
away from the mosque.”

The district's Roads and Highways
Executive Engineer Sunity Chakma is
aware of the problem. “The road from
Rajshahi to the Sonamasjid Land Port
will be widened eventually to four
lanes,” he says. “At that time we will
construct a bypass to protect the his-
toric mosque.” It can only be hoped
the new road is constructed soon, else
it may be a case of too little, too late.

Dhaka seventh

FROM PAGE 18
Lima and the Mexico City were
placed in fifth and sixth place overall
in the list respectively.

However, London, Tokyo and Paris
were ranked as the best or least danger-
ous megacities for women respectively
due to the cities' better scores on the
four criteria, according to the result.

In a statement, the poll authority
said, “We surveyed 380 experts in
women's issues in the world's 19
biggest megacities, each home to over
10 million people, to assess how well
women are protected from sexual
violence and harmful cultural prac-
tices, and whether they have access to
good healthcare, education and eco-
nomic opportunities.”

“What this poll reveals - even in
megacities that performed well - is
how much remains to be done before
these vast cities can be considered
safe for women, let alone places
where they can thrive,” said Monique
Villa, the CEO of Thomson Reuters.
Foundation.

“The results are a snapshot of the
significant challenges women around
the world face on a daily basis,” she
said in the statement.

London became the best [19th in
the list] megacity for women because
of Britain's free National Health
Service, as well as ranking first for
economic opportunities, it said.

Experts surveyed in Cairo, which
became the worst overall [first in the
list], said conditions for women in the
city have deteriorated since the Arab
Spring, according to the statement.

The capital of Egypt, the Arab
world's most populous country,
became the worst due to its first place
in the criteria of harmful cultural
practices for women, and the third
place in terms of sexual harassment
and violence, the statement said.

It also said that Moscow was
ranked the fourth best overall, out-
performing New York on a range of
measures, and was named the most
female-friendly city judged solely on
protection against harmful cultural
practices.

CJ's wife flies
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month-long annual vacation.

He spoke to reporters briefly in front
of his Hare Road residence and handed
them a signed statement, typed in
Bangla, before heading to the airport.

He said, “I'm not sick. I'm not
fleeing. I'll come back. I'm a little
embarrassed. I'm the guardian of the
judiciary. I'm leaving for a brief period
in the interest of the judiciary, and so
that the judiciary is not polluted.”

On October 2, the SC authorities
in a letter informed President Abdul
Hamid about the CJ's leave, accord-
ing to Law Minister Anisul Hug.

Justice Sinha is now facing 11

trade access in Canada and Mexlco,
which has tremendously increased
their export to the USA, he said and
suggested that Indian investors should
similarly take advantage of
Bangladesh's cheaper labour costs and
closer proximity to India's northeast
markets.

He further said while it is common
to have bilateral problems with one's
neighbours', more so for India and
Bangladesh which share huge land and
maritime boundaries and also use
common rivers, and rail and road and
river networks, “it is heartening to note
that the earlier mistrust and tension
between Bangladesh and India have
been largely cleared.”

Bangladesh and India, he said,
should take note of each other's sensi-
tivities and vulnerabilities and demon-
strate greater political will to establish
mutually cooperative ties.

“A stable, strong and friendly neigh-
bourhood is a necessity for any coun-
try, big or small, and especially in our
region where several armed terrorist
groups are eager to exploit differences
between them,” Ali observed.

including money laun-
dering and corruption, the SC said in
a statement on Saturday.

The president last month informed
the judges of the SC's Appellate
Division about the allegations and the
judges later discussed the allegations
with Justice Sinha, it mentioned.

On that day, Attorney General
Mahbubey Alam told reporters that
the CJ's rejoining office after return-
ing home was “a far cry”,

Justice Sinha was appointed as the
country’s 21st CJ in January 2015. He
is scheduled to go into retirement on
January 31 next year, said SC sources.

He came under fire ever since the
SC on August 1 released the full text
of its verdict in the 16th amendment
case, scrapping the constitutional
amendment that had empowered
parliament to remove SC judges for
misconduct or incapacity.

The top court in its full verdict made
some observations, which were critical
of the country’s present political culture.

Following the verdict, the prime
minister and senior ministers came
down heavily on the CJ, with many
of them calling for his resignation.

elemon. Whereas, the AL is going to
convey its opposition to the EC against
fresh demarcation, as the party secured
a landslide victory with the existing
onein thatelection.

According to AL sources, the party
would pitch for e-voting. If it is not
possible to ensure the system across the
country, the party will request the com-
mission to have the system introduced
in some particular constituencies which
arein city corporation areas.

The BNP is against introduction of
e-voting and electronic voting
machines (EVMs). The party fears the

election results would be manipulated
through the system.

The ruling party is going to propose
unified posters during the polls. For
example, each poster would carry the
names, photos and party symbols of all
the candidates in a constituency in an
alphabetical order.

During the talks, the AL delegation
would also like to propose that the
election-time government would not
only carry out the routine work but
would also extend its full support to
the EC for holding a free and fair poll,
the sources said.

The party is also going to take a
stand against "no vote" although
most civil society members during
their talks with the commission on
July 30 advocated for having the
system. The provision was introduced
by the caretaker government before
the 2008 elections, but it was
scrapped in 2009.

The party may also request the EC to
update the voter list and propose for a
stronger Election Commission so that it
canholdafree, fairand credible election.

World MPs slam
ethnic cleansing
in Myanmar

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The global parliamentary community
yesterday condemned the ethnic
cleansing of the Rohingya minority in
the Northern Rakhine state of
Myanmar.

MPs have called upon the Myanmar
government to end immediately the
violence and forced displacement of
the Rohingya and the blatant viola-
tions of their human rights.

In a resolution on the emergency
item on its agenda, adopted at the
137th Assembly of the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU) yesterday,
MPs expressed grave concern over the
unprecedented exodus of one million
Rohingya to Bangladesh and the
humanitarian and potential security
consequences for that country and the
region, the IPU said in a press release.

“This resoluuon urges the glcbal

Again, the party would propose to
amend the loopholes in the
Representation of the People Order
(RPO), not to allow any partisan and
controversial persons to become elec-
tion observers and include expatriates
in thevoter list.

Probe finds

FROM PAGE 1
one of her classmates of murdering her
daughter due to “factual mistakes”.

He also prayed the court to relieve
the lone accused of the murder
charges.

However, Mohamed Athif yesterday
filed a petition with the court requesting
it not to accept the CID's final probe
report as he was yet to see it, said Assistant
Public Prosecutor Mahfuzur Rahman.

The court fixed November 28 for
holding hearings on the probe report
and the petition.

Raudha, who featured in Vogue India
cover as a model, was found dead at her
dormitory room at Islami Bank Medical
College in Rajshahi on March 29.

Inspector Rashidul Hasan of the
Detective Branch of Rajshahi police
probed a case of unnatural death, filed
by the college authorities.

Mohamed Athif, also a physician,
filed the murder case with Motihar
Police Station on April 10. Inspector
Anwar Ali of the police station investi-
gated the murder case.

The two investigators primarily
confirmed that Raudha died by suicide.
However, their probe reports didn't
mention the reason for the suicide.

The murder case was later trans-
ferred to the CID.

10 Asmaul said the second-year MBBS
student “committed suicide by hanging

herselffromaceiling fan with ascarf”.

“Assisted by senior CID officials,
examined all the issues raised by
Raudha's father and found that those
were raised due to factual mistakes,” he
added.

A Maldivian police team visited
Rajshahi on April 3-7 to probe Raudha's
death. After returninghome, the team at
a press conference ruled out any possi-
bility of murderin the case.

Raudha's parents had said they saw
finger marks on her neck and sus-
pected that somebody might have
strangulated their daughter to death.

Mohamed Athif later married a
Bangladeshi woman and settled in
Rajshahi.

On April 24, the CID exhumed
Raudha's body from the grave and
arranged a second autopsy. But the fresh
autopsy could not find the cause of her
death as the body had decomposed.

According to 10 Asmaul, the foren-
sic report of Raudha's laptop and
mobile phone, prepared by the CID's
Forensic Lab in Dhaka, found that she
had a “close relationship” with her
Maldivian boyfriend in London.
Raudha was frustrated over the
breakup with him.

Mohamed Athif yesterday said,
“There is evidence of murder. If the
police claim it to be a suicide, they have
to explain it properly.”

ar tal
concrete vteps to put an end to the
ethnic cleansing of the Rohingya from
Rakhine state, and to end further
human rights violations,” explained
Saber Chowdhury, the IPU President.
“We cannot remain on the sidelines as
one million people flee violence and
persecution. This crisis is a major threat
to regional peace and security.”

The resolution strongly recommends
the creation of temporary safe zones
inside Myanmar under UN supervision
to protect all civilians irrespective of
religion and ethnicity. MPs have also
urged the Parliament of Myanmar to
make every effort to stop the violence
and to putan end to this tragic situation.

Foreign minister
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He will also join the ASEM meeting
after his less than 24-hour stay in
Bangladesh, said the source.

Bangladesh will discuss issues of
mutual interest, including the
Rohingya crisis, during the visit.

Besides, Indian External Affairs
Minister Sushma Swaraj is scheduled
toarrive here on October 23 toattend a
joint consultative commission meet-
ing between Bangladesh and India, a
senior official told UNB.

She will co-chair the meeting that
will review the entire bilateral relation
with her Bangladesh counterpart AH
Mahmood Ali, a senior official said.

On October 5, Bangladesh and
India discussed the Rohingya issue in
details in New Delhi and shared their
respective positions over it as Dhaka
wants the sustainable return of all the
Rohingyas to their homeland.

Foreign Secretary M Shahidul
H1que met his Indian counterpart S

Suicide attacks

FROM PAGE 18

The blasts flattened a building and
enabled gunmen to force their way
inside the c d, according to

Gardez, followed a similar pattern
involving insurgents detonating an
explosives-laden Humvee neara police
h

officials and the interior ministry.

"Most of the victims are civilians
who had come to the police headquar-
ters to get their passports and national
IDs," a statement from the Paktia
governor's office said.

A university student who was in
class at the time said he heard "a big
boom" which shook the building and
shattered windows.

"As we were trying to find our way
(out of the building) T heard a second
blast and then the dust and dirt cov-
ered us in the class. Several of my cla
mates were wounded by broken gla
Noor Ahmad told AFP.

The battle between the attackers,
armed with guns and suicide vests, and
security forces lasted around five hours
before it ended with all five militants
killed, officials said.

Photos posted on Twitter showed
two large plumes of smoke rising
above the city.

The second attack, in Ghazni some
100 kilometres (62 miles) west of

then storming the build-
ing, Haref Noori, the Ghazni gover-
nor's spokesman, told AFP.

"Dozens of Taliban" were killed in
the attack, Ghazni police chief
Mohammad Zaman said.

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani
condemned the attacks and praised
the "bravery and sacrifice” of security
forces.

DRONE STRIKE

The attacks are the latest in a series of
assaults on security installations,
including one on a military hospital in
Kabul in March which may have kllled

and discussed the issue
apart from other bilateral ones.
Around 580,000 Rohingyas have
crossed the border from Myanmar's
Rakhine state to Bangladesh since
August 25, according to UN estimates.

Why suspended
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manufacturing toxic Paracetamol that
killed 28 children in 2009.

The director general of the
Directorate of Drug Administration
(DGDA) has been asked to give the
explanation in seven days regarding
the matter.

The HC bench of Justice Syed
Muhammad Dastagir Husain and
Justice Md Ataur Rahman Khan passed
the order following a petition by
Manzill Murshid on beha]fof Hum.ln
Rights and Peace for it

up to 100 people, and a
attack on a base in Mazar-i-Sharif
which left 144 people dead.

They came one day after four-way
talks between Afghanistan, Pakistan,
the United States and China were held
in Oman with the aim of ending the
Taliban's 16-year insurgency.

Paktia province borders Pakistan's
militancy-plagued tribal areas where
the Taliban-affiliated Haqqani net-
work has a presence.

During the hearing, Manzill Murshid
told the court that the government sus-
pended two officials of the drug adminis-
tration, including Shafiqul Islam, in
August in line with a HC order for their
suspension for negligence and  ineffi-
ciency in dealing with the case filed for
manufacturing toxic Paracetamol.
Shafiqul applied to the
Administration Appellate Tribunal-1
for mymg his suspension, suppressing
of the HC directive. The

Lost Roman
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was destroyed in 70 BC, Wilson's Arch
was part of a raised walkway used by
worshippers entering and exiting the
holy site. Below it was a road containing
shops and water drainage systems. The
area was covered around 360 BC when
earthquake damage led residents to fill
the arch with debris to prevent it col-
lapsing.

Archaeologists said the round,
classical Roman-style theatre was a
significant find

“The discovery of the theatre-like
structure is a real drama,” said Dr Joe
Uziel, one of the excavators. "From a
research perspective, this is a sensa-
tional find. The discovery was a real
surprise: we did not imagine that a
window would open for us onto the
mystery of Jerusalem's lost theatre.

“Like much of archaeological
research, the expectation is that a
certain thing will be found, but at the
end of the process other findings —
surprising and thought-provoking -
areunearthed.”

The theatre is the first rediscovered
example of a Roman public buildingin
Jerusalem. Half-finished steps and
guide marks on some stones suggest
the arena may not have been com-
pleted at the time it was filled in.

Archaeologists said they believe it was
never use

Scientists have carried out compre-
hensive dating tests on materials
found at the site but the results will not
be known for several months.
However, the team is sure the theatre
dates from the Roman era.

The team hopes that further excava-
tions, which are due to take place over
the next six months, will uncover even
older artefacts dating from the time of
the First Temple, which was destroyed
in587 BCE.

Rape accused
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officials, his associates opened fire on
the elite force, prompting them to
retaliate, the officer said, claiming,
Selim died on the spot receiving a
bullet fired by his associates.

Selim's associates, however, man-
aged 1o escape, said Major Ruhul. The
Rab recovered a foreign pistol and one
round of bullet from the spot, he
added.

Ranajit Barua, officer-in-charge of
Cox's Bazar police, said Selim’s body
was sent to Cox's Bazar Sadar Hospital
forautopsy.

tribunal stayed his suspension and
then he joined the office, he said.

Following the arguments, the HC
yesterday halted the tribunal's order,
issued a restriction on Shafiqul's
employment and fixed October 26 for
passing further order on this issue.

From June to August in 2009, at
least 28 children across the country
died of renal failure allegedly caused
by Rid Pharma's paracetamol syrups.

OnJuly 22 the same year, the DGDA
sealed off Rid's factory in BSCIC area
of Brahmanbaria following wide
media coverage of the children's death
and after the release of findings by the
Dhaka Shishu (Children) Hospital
physician Prof Mohammad Hanif
concluding that Rid Pharma's Temset
had toxic substance.

In August of 2009, Shafiqul Islam,
the then superintendent of drug admin-
istration, filed the case with the Dhaka
Drug Court against Rid Pharma.

In its judgment on November 28 last
year, a Dhaka court acquitted all five,
saying the prosecution utterly failed to
prove the charges against them.

Two officials of the drug adminis-
tration-- Shafiqul Islam and Altaf
Hossain -- involved in the case know-
ingly violated due procedure of law
and exhibited sheer negligence, ineffi-
ciency and incompetence in dealing
with the case, the verdict had said.



