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RAJUK'S DIGITAL SERVICES
Dodgy officials =~
put the brakes =
Oon progress B
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Rajuk's digital services for

construction permit, introduced almost two years ago for
some city areas, are hardly getting any response from the

service seekers.

The Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha has issued only

plete digitisation of the services would not allow them to go
for underhand dealings with service seekers any more, they

said.

Rajuk formally launched the online services for the peo-

ple in Dhanmondi, Lalbagh,

Kamrangirchar areas in late December 2015,

The areas constitute only one of the eight zones of Rajuk,
which is responsible for regulating development work in an
area of 1624 square kilometres (including Gazipur and
Narayanganj City Corporations).

Despite the government's strong desire to digitalise all its
services, Rajuk has been able to putup a poorshow in this field.

While announcing the digitisation, top Rajuk officials
had said the automation would end the agonies of service
seekers, who often face harassment, delay and have to pay
bribes for getting their work done. But the services have
hardly been useful so far, said the officials.

land clearance and building

around 160 land clearances
and just one building con-
struction permit online
throughout the entire time.

Talking to The Daily Star,
officials concerned said the
online services were not run-
ning well or getting popular
mainly due to the authorities'
unwillingness in installing the
required equipment,

A corrupt section of Rajuk
officials is also working hard
against the progress of the
work. It's because the com-
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The studio of Radio Chilmari 99.2 FM, a community radio station at Raniganj union under Chilmari upazila of Kurigram.
The station was set up by RDRS, a national development organisation, to promote socioeconomic development.

Airwaves of change

Kurigram's Radio Chilmari successfully promotes social and economic development

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

If it's afternoon, chances are assistant teacher
Ataur Rahman from Uttar Ramna village in
Kurigram's Chilmari upazila is happily listen-
ing to the radio. It might be the music
programme “Surer Manik” that's captured his
attention, or the talkback show, “No Problem”,
which focuses on solving day-to-day issues.

Ataur is hardly alone. Since its first official
broadcast in June 2012 people from across
Kurigram's southern Brahmaputra river basin
have discovered Radio Chilmari 99.2 FM. It's a
community radio station with popularity.

"We broadcast all sorts of programmes,” says
the radio station's in-charge, Bashir Ahmad.
“People can wake up to drama, documentaries,
talk shows and news. Programmes are tailored
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around a year, the 12-year-
old appeared to have taken
her own life on Friday "fear-
ing abduction and further
humiliation", said police.

Her body was found
hanging from the ceiling of
her home in Khulna city.

Talking to this correspon-
dent yesterday, Samsur
Nahar Chadni's father
Rabiul Islam, who works as
a guard at a private bank in
Jessore, said one Shuvho of
nearby Harintana Moddho
Para area frequently
harassed his seventh-grader
daughter on her way to and
from school.

After the girl, who used to
live with her mother at their
one-storey building in
Labonchara area, informed
Rabiul about the matter, he
went straight to Shuvho's
parents and requested them
to ask their college-going
son to stop the harassment.

The request, however, fell
on deaf ears, said Rabiul.

On Friday evening,
Shuvho's father Shah Alom
along with a local influen-
tial woman, Mafia Begum,
went to Chadni's home and
asked the girl whether she
liked Shuvho. Shuvho and
some of his friends were also
present.
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to reflect audience interest. Recently we took up
a suggestion from a listener for an agricultural
programme where farmers can ask questions to
an expert, either by calling in or online.”

The radio station was established by
national development organisation RDRS with
the aim of promoting social and economic
development. Its broadcast area includes some
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Twin bomb attacks kill
over 200 in Mogadishu

Death toll could rise; Al-Shabaab blamed

REUTERS, Mogadishu

Two hours later, another blast struck the

More than 200 people were killed by twin
bomb blasts that struck busy junctions in
the heart of Somalia's capital Mogadishu,
officials said yesterday, marking the deadli-
est attacks since an Islamist insurgency

began in 2007.

President Mohamed Abdullahi Farmaajo
declared three days of national mourning
and called for donations of blood and funds
to victims of Saturday's attack. At least 100

others were wounded.

"Today's horrific attack proves our enemy
would stop nothing to cause our people
pain and suffering. Let's unite against ter-

ror," he tweeted.
Police said a truck bomb

side a hotel in the K5 intersection that is
lined with government offices, restaurants
and kiosks, flattening several buildings and
setting dozens of vehicles on fire,

FIRING OF CBA LEADERS
Shajahan asks
Rupali Bank to
solve the issue

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Shipping Minister
Shajahan Khan yesterday
asked the Rupali Bank
management to immedi-
ately settle the issue involv-
ing the bank's union lead-
ers sacked in July for
assaulting three high-ups of
the bank.

“Many things were
exposed in the last few days
and I don't want to explain
it in details, All of us now
know the history of Chief
Justice [Surendra Kumar]|
Sinha,” said Shajahan who
paid a sudden visit to the
bank's headquarters in
Motijheel.

“We don't want to
expose your unknown
facts,” the minister said
referring to the top officials
of the state-run bank.

He was speaking at an
unscheduled event organ-
ised by the sacked CBA
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capital's Medina district. "We have confirmed
200 civilians died in yesterday's blast. We
understand the death toll is higher than that.
Many people are still missing their relatives,”
Abdifatah Omar Halane, the spokesman for
Mogadishu's mayor, told Reuters.

A spokesman for Aamin Ambulance
service said it knew of more than 250 people
wounded during the bombings on Saturday.

"Some people who searched for their
relatives just found unrecognizable body
parts,” its director Abdikadir Abdirahman
told Reuters.

"In our 10 year experience as the first
responder in #Mogadishu, we haven't seen
anything like this," tweeted the ambulance
service, which is reliant on private donations
and the only free ambulance service in the city.
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Dubai police trial
flying motorbike

CNN ONLINE

Dubai police, already home to Lamborghini patrol
cars, self-driving robots and android officers, have
decided to take to the skies in what can only be
described as a flying motorbike.

The vehicle, called the Scorpion and designed
by Russian tech company Hoversurf, relies on four
propellers to stay airborne, with the rider crouched
precariously close to the exposed blades.

Capable of 40 mph and a travel time of 25 min-
utes, the single-seat craft, which can carry 600 lbs,
can also operate autonomously.

After appearing at tech shows earlier this year,
Dubai police have decided to add one to its list of
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'DEFAMING KHALEDA'

Ctg Court
SUMmMOonNS
Purbokone
editors

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, (g

A Chittagong court yester-
day summoned the editor
and managing editor of the
Dainik Purbokone, a local
newspaper, in connection
with a defamation case
filed over publishing
alleged fake news about
BNP Chairperson Khaleda
Zia's family.

Belayet Hossen, former
joint secretary of
Chittagong (north) BNP
filed the case.

In the defamation case,
Belayet said BNP's image
was tarnished by the news-
paper and sought Tk 100
crore in damages.

A front page report on
Wednesday appeared to
call Khaleda's family the
third most corrupt in the
world.

The Purbokone apolo-
gised to its readers the next
day saying that the sources
cited in the report did not
mention Khaleda. It added
that the mistake was inad-
vertent.

Belayet's lawyer Abdus
Sattar said the court took
the case into cognisance
and summoned the Editor
Taslim Uddin Chowdhury
and Managing Editor Jasim
Uddin Chowdhury.

Belayet said, “I am
aggrieved. The image of
BNP was tarnished across
the country due to the fake
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‘WIF;EL Foundation Hospital

& Diagnostic Center
PRAYER TIMING OCTOBER 16
Fazr Zohr Asr Maghrib Esha
AZAN  4-50 12-45 4-00 5-38 7-15
JAMAAT 5-25 1-15 4-15 5-41 7-45
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