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The movement of vast numbers of people is currently presenting complex challenges, all of which call for global action. The majority of the
world’s extreme poor rely on agriculture or other rural activities for their livelihoods, and so creating conditions that allow rural people,
especially youth, to stay at home when they feel it is safe to do so, and to have more resilient livelihoods, is a crucial component of any plan
to tackle the migration challenge. Food and agriculture must toa™,

This year's World Food Day theme —“Change the future of migration. Invest in food security and rural development™- focuses on the links
between migration, food security and rural development. The theme aims to address some of the root causes of migration, while
contributing to SDG2, Zero Hunger and other areas highlighted across the Sustainable Development Goals.

Rural development can address factors that compel people to move by creating business opportunities and jobs for young people that are
not only crop-based (such as small dairy or poultry production, food processing or horticulture enterprises). It can also lead to increased
food security, more resilient livelihoods, better access to social protection, reduced conflict over natural resources and solutions to
environmental degradation and climate change.

By investing in rural development, we can also hamess migration’s potential to support development and build the resilience of displaced
and host communities, thereby laying the ground for long-term recovery and inclusive and sustainable growth. Bangladesh is no stranger to
the opportunities presented by migration, supplying both brawn and brains to the countnes of the world, whether working on the building
sites of the Gulf or the hospitals of America and Australia; their remittances help capitalize productive industrics both urban and rural.

FAQ iz working with the Government of Bangladesh to realize the potential for agriculture, fisheries, forestry and livestock to improve
rural hivelihoods. This 18 not confined to simply increasing yields but by looking at the whole system of food production, transformation
and consumption. The changing diets offer potentials and pitfalls as the country moves up the income curve, The food and material sector
offer significant potential to be drivers of economic growth and opportunity in the countryside. Realising this potential will be central to
retaining more population in the countryside and rural towns and reducing pressure on the major urban centres of the country.

Let us join hands on this World Food Day 2017 to renew our commitment to the development of rural livelihoods so that we can brning
reality to the theme “*Change the future of migration. Invest in food security and rural development”. 5
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Mr. David W. Doolan
FAO Representative in Bangladesh ad interim {/»,-.




