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['m not sick

DHAKA SATURDAY OCTOBER 14, 2017

Chief justice tells journos before leaving for Australia,
expresses concern over 'interference in judiciary', alleges
a quarter is misleading govt, says he's not fleeing

Chief Justice Surendra Kumar Sinha hands over a statement to journal-
ists before getting into a car in front of his residence last night.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief Justice Surendra Kumar Sinha last night said
he was not sick as he left the country for Australia,
contradicting the government's claim that he went
on leave on health grounds earlier this month.

He briefly spoke to the reporters in front of his
official l'{-_hldt_[]LL at Kakrail and handed them a
signed statement, typed in Bangla, before heading
to the airport around 9:50pm.

"I'm not sick. I'm not fleeing. I'll come back. I'm
a little embarrassed. I'm the guardian of the judi-
ciary. I'm leaving for a brief period in the interest of
the judiciary, and so that the judiciary is not pol-
luted, " the C] told reporters.

"I've no antipathy to anybody. It's my firm belief
that the government has been misled. This is my
statement [the written statement]. [ won't say
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anything more," he said.

It was the first time he spoke to the local media
since the government announced his “sick leave”
beginning October 3, the day the apex court
opened after over a month-long annual vacation.

Immigration officials confirmed the CJ left on
board a Singapore Airlines flight at midnight.

In the written statement, he said, "I'm fully well,
but the way a political quarter, lawyers, and espe-
cially some honourable ministers of the govern-
ment and the honourable prime minister are
criticising me recently over a verdict made me
embarrassed.”

Some in the government have wrongly inter-
preted the verdict (in the 16th amendment case)
and presented it to the prime minister, making her
upset, he said. "l firmly believe that it will not last
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Another
eyewash?

Myanmar military
opens internal probe
into conduct of soldiers

STAR REPORT

nal probe into the conduct of soldiers
during an offensive that has sent more
than half a million Rohingyas fleeing to
Bangladesh, many saying they witnessed
killings, rape and arson by troops.

A committee led by Lieutenant-General
Aye Win has begun an investigation into
the behaviour of military personnel, the
office of the commander in chief said
yesterday, insisting the operation was
justified under Buddhist-majority
Myanmar's constitution.

According to a statement posted on
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing's
Facebook page, the panel will ask, "Did
they follow the military code of conduct?
Did they exactly follow the command
during the operation? After that [the com-
mittee| will release full information.”
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Myanmar's military has launched an inter-
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Big promises,

little progress

One year on,

projects under $21.5b Chinese

loan confined to paperwork

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

Exactly a year ago, China committed an
estimated $21.5 billion in soft loan to
Bangladesh for 27 projects, but Beijing is yet
to release any fund mainly due to lengthy
bureaucratic tangle.

The deals were signed on October 14 last
yvear during Chinese President Xi Jinping's
Dhaka visit.

Among the agreements was Karnaphuli
Tunnel Loan Agreement, which was inked in
the presence of the Chinese president who
said he wanted "to elevate practical relations
between the two countries to a higher level”,

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and
President Jinping even inaugurated the con-
struction work of the tunnel through a video
conference from the Prime Minister's Office.

Bangladesh officials said they could not
start the construction work as the Chinese
Exim Bank, with which the loan deal was

»» Avyearago, Chinese govt committed
$21.5b soft loan

» Mol signed at that time for 27 projects
under the loan

» Sofarloan agreement signed for only
one project

» Govt hopes to sign 6 more agreements
by this fiscal year

»» Progress very slow because of
procedural delay

» Exchange of files, examining proposals
taking time

signed, did not release the fund. The project
cost has been estimated at $700 million.

The initial agreement for the project was
signed in 2014 during Hasina's visit to
China. In case of projects under Chinese soft
loans, signing of a loan agreement is the last
step, meaning the project can start in full
swing immediately afterwards.

Since January, Dhaka sent a series of
letters and relevant documents to the Bank
for loan activation. A government delega-
tion also visited Beijing to expedite the
release of the fund, said officials at the
Bridges Division and the finance ministry.

As per the Exim Bank's demand, Dhaka
sent it a manual on how the tunnel would be
used, but the manual was not signed by the
appropriate authorities. So the Bank
requested the Bangladesh officials to send a
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not one, but many international safety standards. This means that buildings made of BSRM steel are the safest in the world. But the journey to a safer

B54449 Grade 500C
GOST R 52544 A500C
BDS IS0 6935-2 500W

IS 1786 Fe 500D

General purpose high strength
steel reinforcement used to build
the iconic Padma Bridge and
Roopur Nuclear Power plant.

STANDARDS BUILD A SAFER NATION

WORLD STANDARDS DAY, 14 OCTOBER 2017

WORLD-CLASS STANDARDS FOR EVERYONE

October 14™ is World Standards Day. This day honors the efforts of the thousands of experts who develop legal standards
so that we can all enjoy the benefits of living better and safer lives. We are proud to celebrate this day, for we produce world-class steel that conforms to

nation cannot be accomplished by us alone. So we ask all our colleagues in all industries to join us in meeting
world standards, so that together we can build the safest nation in the world.
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ASTM A775 ASTM A-572 Grade 50
ASTM A-706 Grade 80 BDS IS0 14654 BDS IS0 630 Grade 345
IS 1786 550D IS 13620 IS 2062 Grade 350
@ @ &
Extra high strength steel Corrosion resisting Fusion Bonded High strength structural
reinforcement for economical Epoxy Coated reinforcement for steel for the construction of
deep mat foundations of all types of constructions in the latticed towers, trusses and
buildings. country’s coastal area. building frames.
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building a safer nation




