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DEBATE OVER CJ
Vested quarter
out to create
tension

Minority leaders allege
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A vested quarter within the govern-
ment is active to create communal
division and tension as well as
encourage discrimination using the
issue of Chief Justice Surendra
Kumar Sinha, Bangladesh Hindu-
Boudhha -Christian Oikya Parishad
alleged yesterday.

The Parishad also requested the
prime minister to investigate if
anyone was hatching any such
conspiracy to create instability in
the country cashing in on the
debate centring on the chief justice,
who is on a month's leave since
October 3.

Leaders of the platform of minor-
ity communities made the allega-
tions and the appeal at a press con-
ference at Dhaka Reporters' Unity
where Parishad General Secretary
Rana Dasgupta delivered a written
speech.

Justice Sinha came under fire
from top ministers and ruling
Awami League leaders over the 16th
amendment verdict that scrapped
parliament's power to sack SC
judges.

The government said he took the
leave due to illness but the BNP
alleged the CJ was forced to go on
leave, a claim the law minister and
the attorney general dismissed as
false.

Rana Dasgupta, also a prosecutor
of the International Crimes
Tribunal, said that by appointing
Justice Sinha as chief justice, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina demon-
strated her foresightedness and
wisdom, and also sent a signal that
she was all for creating a non-
communal political atmosphere.

However, it is unfortunate but
true that Olama League, which
claims to be affiliated with the AL,
formed a human chain protesting
the appointment of Justice Sinha,
Rana said.

The Olama League said they
could not accept a “Hindu chief
justice in a Muslim country,” he
added.

After the SC verdict in the 16th
amendment case, some ministers
and ruling party as well as alliance
leaders launched a verbal attack on
the CJ, which reflects the speech by
the Olama League, Rana said.

Parishad President Hubert Gomez
presided over the press conference
which was attended by, among oth-
ers, Pankanj Bhattacharya, Shanjeeb
Drong, Prof Nim Chandra
Bhowmick, Subrata Chowdhury and
Kajal Debnath.

JU student
found dead

in dorm room
JU CORRESPONDENT

A student of Jahangirnagar University
died apparently by suicide in his
dormitory room last night.

Adnan, 25, who was from
Manikganj, was doing his master's in
accounting and information system.

Students found him hanging from
the ceiling fan in his room in Mir
Mosharraf Hossain Hall around
10:00pm.

University authorities and students
immediately took him to Enam
Medical College Hospital in Savar
where doctors pronounced him dead.

“The university authority has
informed the family. We will form a
committee to probe into the matter,”
Prof Shafi Md Tariq, provost of the
hall, told The Daily Star.

29hrs under
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to find his corpse, said the OC.

“I came to receive his corpse but
found him alive,” said a relieved
Sumon.

Later, the labourers alleged that
the sunken BIWTC vessel had not
been salvaged for over a year and
had caused such accidents before.

BIWTC officials, who are in
charge of salvaging the ship, could
be not be immediately reached for a
comment.

Shohag's uncle Alamgir Hossain
said divers conducted rescue opera-
tions on Wednesday but failed to
find him. They had conducted
another operation to find his body
yesterday morning but failed again

After being rescued, Shohag was
first taken to Narayanganj 300-bed
Hospital and later sent to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital for treat-
ment.

Tahmina Naznin, a doctor at the
emergency unit of Narayanganj 300-
bed Hospital, said Shohag was phys-
ically well. However, he will have to
be kept under observation for the
next two to three days, she added.

Arrest warrants issued
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The court also fixed October 19 for
hearing arguments in the case.

Following yesterday's order,
Khaleda's lawyers lost their right to
take part in the arguments, her lawyer
Ziauddin Zia told The Daily Star.

Earlier, the court recorded state-
ments of 32 prosecution witnesses,
including complainant and investiga-
tion officer of the case.

Khaleda, who stands accused in
over 36 cases, has been skipping the
hearing in the case since July 15, while
another accused, her elder son and
BNP Senior Vice-Chairman Tarique
Rahman, is shown fugitive in the case.

On July 3, 2008, the Anti-
Corruption Commission filed the case
with Ramna Police Station, accusing
Khaleda, Tarique and four others of
misappropriating over Tk 2.10 crore
that was received as grants for orphans
viaaforeign bank.

Two of the four accused, former
BNP lawmaker Qazi Saleemul Huq
Kamal and businessman Sharfuddin
Ahmed, who were on ad interim bail,
were sent to jail after cancelling their
bail yesterday.

Two other accused - former princi-

pal secretary Kamal Uddin Siddiqui
and late president Ziaur Rahman's
nephew Mominur Rahman - are
absconding.
"UNDERMINING COUNTRY'S FLAG'
Earlier in the day, Metropolitan
Magistrate Nur Nabi issued another
arrest warrant for Khaleda as she failed
to appear before the court even though
the court asked her repeatedly to attend
yesterday's hearing in undermining the
country's map and national flag case.

The court also directed the officer-
in-charge of Gulshan Police Station to
submit a report by November 12 on
execution of the arrest warrant.

After AB Siddique, president of
Bangladesh Jananetri Parishad, a pro-
Awami League organisation, submit-
ted a petition with the court, seeking
an arrest warrant for the BNP chief on
September 17, the court warned
Khaleda of arrest warrant if she failed
to appear before it yesterday.

On November 3 last year, Siddique
filed the case with the court, accusing
Khaleda and her late husband and
former president Ziaur Rahman of
undermining the country's map and
national flag.

Dropping Zia's name from the case
as he is dead, investigation officer of
the case submitted the probe report to
the court on February 25.

According to the case statement, Zia
had taken over as the country's presi-
dent after the killings of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman along with
most of his family members on August
15, 1975. Zia also threatened Hasina
and confined her after she arrived in the
country from abroad on May 17, 1981.

Khaleda had formed a coalition
government with Jamaat-e-Islami in
2001. She appointed ministers from the
party and handed over the map and the
national flag of independent Bangladesh
to them even though they fought against
the country during the Liberation War in
1971, thestatement read.,

Those activities were tantamount to
undermining the country's map and
national flag, itadded.

Earlier on October 9, a Comilla
court served another arrest warrant on
Khaleda in a case filed in connection
with killing eight people by setting fire
toabus on February 3, 2015,

On November 17 last year, the BNP
chief got an arrest warrant by another
Dhaka court in a case filed for celebrat-
ing a "fake and false birthday’ on
August 15.

Law ministry
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and the UK and he might fly abroad
today.

Talking to reporters after attending a
programme in the city's Hotel
Sonargaon, he urged all not to do
politics over the CJ's leave.

About the 16th amendment case, he
said the government would file a peti-
tion with the SC seeking review of its
verdict that upheld the High Court
judgment in the case.

The amendment to the constitution
had empowered parliament to remove
SC judges for incapacity or miscon-
duct, which was scrapped by the HC.

Justice Sinha faced sharp criticism
from some senior ministers and Awami
League leaders over the 16th amend-
ment verdict. Some of them even
demanded his resignation accusing
him of undermining parliament and
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

An SC bench, headed by Justice
Sinha, scrapped the 16th amendment
to the constitution.

The SCauthorities on Tuesday senta
letter to the president informing him
that the CJ would go abroad.

The letter, signed by Md Zakir
Hossain, registrar of the Appellate
Division of the SC, said the CJ may fly
abroad on Friday or any nearest date
and stay there till November 10, a top
official at the court told this correspon-
dentyesterday.

Earlier, the law minister said the CJ
went on leave for treatment as he had
cancer.

The BNP, however, alleged that the
CJ was sent on forced leave.

SCBA STAGES DEMO
The Supreme Court Bar Association

(SCBA), dominated by pro-BNP law-
yers, yesterday staged demonstrations
on its premises, protesting what it said
“confinement of the chief j 5

icef:
SCBA President Zainul Abedin and
Secretary AM Mahbub Uddin Khokon
led the demonstrations.

On the other hand, pro-Awami
League SCBA leaders, led by its Vice
President Md Oz Ullah, at a press con-
ference in front of the Bar president's
office alleged that Zainul and Mahbub
were doing politics over the CJ's leave
and that was damaging the peaceful
environment in the court premises.

Lawyers were not accepting such
activities of the SCBA president and
secretary, Ozi Ullah said.
16TH AMENDMENT CASE
In its full verdict in the 16th amend-
ment case released on August 1, the SC
said the provision of Supreme Judicial
Council for removal of SC judges has
been reinstated in the constitution.

Law Minister Anisul Huq yesterday
said the government received the certi-
fied copy of the SC verdict from the
courton Tuesday.

He spoke as the chief guest at a
programme on the occasion of signing
an agreement between the law ministry
and International Finance
Corporation on legislative impact
assessment.

The minister said the government
would file the review petition within
30 days. If the petition cannot be filed
within the time, the government would
explain the reasons for the delay to the
apexcourt, he added.

According to SC rules, a review
petition has to be filed within 30 days
after receiving the certified copy of the
full text of averdict from the court.

Raped and blackmailed
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Rajon and Atik -- nearly three months
ago.

On the fateful day, Rajon, ward boy
of Tentulia Upazila Health Complex,
asked Sonia to get on his motorbike,
saying that he would give her medi-
cines for her ailing mother. Instead, he
took her to the house of Atik, local
agent of bKash, a mobile financial
service provider, said victim's mother
Selina Begum.

Sonia agreed to accompany Rajon
since he was a friend of her maternal
uncle Farukh, she said. Rajon and Atik
raped the girl at the latter's house and
took video footage of the rape incident.
Afterwards, the duo raped her again
threatening to circulate the video clips.

A student of class nine of Kazi
Shahabuddin Girls' High School and
College under the upazila, Sonia told
everything to her mother and uncle
Farukh on October 9.

They then informed Rajon's elder
brother Abdullah of the matter. Abdullah
asked Sonia's guardians not to disclose
the matter, assuring them of financial
helpatthetime of the girl's marriage.

In the meantime, Rajon and Atik
continued to threaten to circulate the
obscene video footage as Sonia
informed her family of her rape.

Failing to take it anymore, the girl
committed suicide inside her room
around 11:00am on Tuesday upon
returning from a coaching centre.

That night, the victim's family went
to Tentulia Police Station to file a case
bringing charges against Rajon and
Atik of provoking the girl into killing
herself, but the police didn't register
the case.

Sonia's parents, relatives and villag-
ers demand an investigation into the
suicide and exemplary punishment of
the rapists.

Sores Chandra, officer-in-charge of
Tentulia police, told The Daily Star on
phone that police had filed an unnatu-
ral death case in connection with the
suicide.

“If anybody makes specific com-
plaints, we will take steps on receiving
the autopsy report,” the OC said.

Italian granted
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The Italian Anti-Vivisection League
(LAV), one of the biggest animal rights
groups in Europe, mounted the
woman's case for her.

President Gianluca Felicetti said the
ruling paved the way for pets to be
recognised as "members of the family”.

"It is a significant step forward that
recognised that animals that are not
kept for financial gain or their working
ability are effectively members of the
family,” he said.

"Now, with the necessary veterinary
certification, those in the samesituation will
beabletocite thisimportant precedent.”
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The Hague to
have permanent

language
monument
UNB, Dhaka

A permanent language monument
will be built in The Hague following
persuasions by the Bangladesh
embassy there.

The municipality of The Hague
handed over a formal letter allotting
a place in the lush green Zuiderpark
of the city on Wednesday.

As a result, the long cherished dream
of expatriate Bangladeshis of having a
permanent language monument in the
Netherlands is becoming a reality.

For the last two years, the embassy
had been regularly following up the
proposal of establishing a permanent
language monument with The Hague
municipality, the embassy said yester-
day.

Observing Amar Ekushey and the
International Mother Language Day
in The Hague in an international
atmosphere strengthened the
demand of a permanent language
monument.

Consequently a high powered
committee headed by mayor of The
Hague unanimously approved the
proposal of the embassy.

To make the appeal of the
International Mother Language Day
universal, a permanent language
monument in this city of peace and
justice could be an inspiration for
other cities which promote unity and
diversity, said the embassy.

Hamas, Fatah
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Hamas and Fatah agreed in 2014 to
form a national reconciliation govern-
ment but the deal soon dissipated in
mutual recriminations with Hamas
continuing to dominate Gaza

"The legitimate government, the
government of consensus, will return
according to its responsibilities and
according to the law," Fatah delega-
tion chief Azzam Al-Ahmed said at
the signing ceremony in Cairo

He said the unity government
would "run all institutions without
exception,” including all border cross-
ings with Israel and in Rafah, Gaza's
only access point with Egypt.

The agreement calls for Abbas's
presidential guard to assume responsi-
bility of the Rafah crossing on Nov 1,
and for the full handover of adminis-
trative control of Gaza to the unity
government to be completed by Dec 1.

Analysts said the deal is more likely
to stick than earlier ones given
Hamas’s growing isolation and reali-
sation of how hard Gaza, its economy
hobbled by border blockades and
infrastructure shattered by wars with
Israel, was to govern and rebuild.

Deeper Egyptian involvement,
believed to have been backed by
Saudi Arabia and other Arab states,
also helped cement the deal.

"We in Hamas are determined and
are serious this time and just like all
other times...We have dissolved the
administrative committee (shadow
government)...We have opened the
door to reaching this reconciliation,”
Saleh Arouri, the head of Hamas
negotiators in Cairo, said after the
signing ceremony.

Three workers

FROM PAGE 20
The 12 labourers had been working at
a chemical warehouse of Team
Pharmaceuticals Ltd for the past few
months, he sai

Khan Jahan /\h, one of the workers,
said some of them managed to steal
half-a-litre of the chemical from the
warehouse on Tuesday and thought
they could drink it.

“We heard alcohol was kept in
drums there. I read the word alcohol on
a label. We took it out for fun and drank
it together on our way back home.”

He added that one of them tasted a
few drops of the chemical and
thought it was edible.

The workers then diluted the sub-
stance with water and drank it while
returning home on three-wheelers.

Medical officers at RMCH said they
slept for a long time and suffered
headache, itching, nausea, blurry
vision, and breathing difficulties.

Parvez, another ailing worker said
the plant was a highly secured area
with CCTV cameras.

Aminur Rahman, in-charge of the
warehouse, said the highly flammable
isopropyl alcohol is used mainly for
cleaning and disinfecting.

“We could not detect any stealing
until hearing about the deaths,” he
told The Daily Star.

Sakib Uddin who hired the work-
ers for a construction site of Team
Pharmaceuticals Ltd, said the workers
were allowed to store cement at the
warehouse.

“They were mstmaed not to touch
anything but cement.”

Their bodies were sent to RMCH
morgue for autopsy.

Teams of police and narcotics
control department officials visited
RMCH and the warehouse.

Police picked up four officials of
the pharmaceutical company and
released them after interrogation,
Amir Jafar, deputy commissioner of
Rajshahi Metropolitan Police, said.

He added that police were waiting
for reports of autopsies and several
chemical tests.

Myanmar army doing
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systematic, with the intent of driving
the population out of Myanmar and
also preventing them from returning to
theirhomes.

Such counter-accusation and denial
by the Myanmar army generals are noth-
ing new. It has been their old strategy to
refute allegations and to tell the world
liesin efforts to cover up atrocities.

Earlier, after a UN report detailed
devastating cruelty against Rohingyas
indicating commission of crimes
against humanity and ethnic cleansing,
the Myanmar army had found no
wrongdoing in its operation against the
ethnic minority people last year.

The Myanmar army had launched a
brutal crackdown on the Rohingyas in
October last year. The OHCHR's report
released in February this year said the
crackdown had led to gang rape, killing of
hundreds of civilians and some 70,000

that came up with a report in May. The
commission, led by a general of the
office of the commander- in-chief,
revealed no wrongdoing,

It, however, reported finding two
incidents of rights abuse. One was the
theft of a motorbike, for which a soldier
was sentenced to one year in jail and
fined.

The other incident involved military
personnel who beat villagers for alleg-
edly not helping extinguish a fire, for
which an officer was “penalised and
warned” and two soldiers were sen-
tenced to oneyearin jail each.

The army investigation team con-
cluded that the allegations against the
army in a report by the OHCHR were
either “totally wrong” or “found to be
untrue due to false accusations and
exaggerations.”

This time, their atrocities against
have been exposed by the

“The devastating cruelty to which
these Rohingya children have been
subjected is unbearable -- what kind of
hatred could make a man to stab a baby
crying out for his mother's milk. And for
the mother to witness this murder while
she is being gang-raped by the very
security forces,” said the report.

The UN formed a fact-finding com-
mission in March this year to investigate
the rights abuses. But the commission
was denied entry to Myanmar.

Myanmar generals didn't think the
brutal atrocities against the Rohingya as
reckless. But in their views, the findings
of the UN report were “reckless”. In a
press conference in March, they
strongly defended the crackdown,
terming it a lawful counterinsurgency
operation.

“I want to say that I am very sad
because of these kind of reckless accusa-
tions and neglect of the good things the
government and the military have done
for them," said chief of general staff of
the army, General Mya Tun Oo.

To cover up the atrocities, the army
formed an investigation commission

media before the world. The global
outcry has been louder mounting pres-
sure on the Myanmar government and
the military. Against this backdrop, the
Commander-in-Chief Min Aung
Hlaingyesterday blasted the media.

But blasting the media and denying
responsibility for the atrocities will not
change the facts. His army's atrocities
against the Rohingyas have been termed
by the UN “a text book case of ethnic
cleansing”.

Myanmar army's human rights
record is among the worst in the world:
the use of rape as a weapon of war has
been documented at length, The
Diplomat, a current affairs magazine,
said in an article on May 11.

Yet, the Myanmar generals may not
change their strategy for telling lies.
They seem to believe in the principle of
Hitler's propaganda minister Joseph
Goebbels that a lie told once remains a
lie, but a lie told a thousand times
becomes the truth. So, they may con-
tinue telling the world lies to cover up
theatrocities of their army.

2 killed in 'gunfights'
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Didar was declared dead when he was
taken to Mirsarai Upazila Health
Complex. The body was later handed
over to Didar's family following an
autopsy at Chittagong Medical College
morgue.

The crime-busters also claimed to
have recovered a pistol, four bullets
and 600 bottles of phensidyl from one
of the two microbuses.

Talking to The Daily Star at the
morgue, Didar's younger brother Rasel
Chowdhury said his brother had been a
driver foraround 12 years.

He said there was no case and gen-
eral diary against his brother, a claim
that was later supported by Rab official
Mimtanur and Officer-in-Charge of
Jorarganj Police Station Jahidul Kabir.

Rasel said Didar went to his father-in-
law’s house in Chowdhury Hat area of
Mirsarai with his wifeand three childrena
week ago and left the house around
10:30am on Wednesday. They came to
know about his death from an auto-
rickshaw driveraround 7:30am yesterday.

Demanding justice, Rasel added his
brother was never involved in drug
peddling.

Moksud Ahmad Chowdhury, chair-
man of Jorarganj Union Parishad, said
he did not have any information about

CETP must
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round the clock. Until now, the ETP has
been in operation at intervals.

The court instructed the designated
Chinese contractor to finish the con-
struction job of the administrative
building so that BSCIC officials can
monitor the operation of the ETP
properly from that building.

Bangladesh Finished Leathers,
Leather Goods, and Footwear
Exporters’ Association and Bangladesh
Tanners Association were told to install
devices in all factories to remove salt.
So far, only four factories have installed
saltremoval devices out of 92 units.

The court asked the leather process-
ing units to submit a long term and
short term salt management plan and
install filters to the drainage pipeline so
that solid waste does not clog the pipes.

However, Prof Delowar Hossain,
consultant of the BSCIC for installation
of the ETP, told The Daily Star that the
ETP was almost complete except for
some finishing work.

“It will be possible to finish all tasks
within one month.”

Quoting the local contractor,
Delowar said it had not been working
for a few days as the Chinese partner
didn't make payments.

Asked about solid waste manage-
ment, he said the authority had not
passed the plan to build a solid waste
dumpingyard.

Following the court order, the indus-
tries ministry’s lawyer Rais Uddin told
reporters that his client had submitted a
compliance report to the HC in line with
earlier directives. Receiving the report,
the HC yesterday instructed the stake-
holders to act to prevent environment
pollution in Savar.

Following the same petition, the HC
on August 24 directed the authorities to
operate 24 hours a day two modules of
the ETP to treat tannery waste to pre-
vent pollution of the Dhaleshwari river,
and directed the tanners to install a salt
treatment module in the ETP.

Didar's involvement in peddling drug so
far.

In another incident, a suspected
robber was killed in Daragaon Tea
Garden area in Bahubal upazila of
Habiganj early yesterday, hours after he
was arrested, reports our Moulvibazar
correspondent.

The victim is Modon Mia alias
Mozammel, 40, of Bhadeshwar village
of Bahubal.

Mazharul Islam, officer-in-charge of
Bahubal Police Station, said Modon
stood accused in seven cases, including
the ones related to arms, robbery and
murder.

Police arrested him on Wednesday
evening and took him to the tea garden
area to arrest his associates around
3:30am as per his statement, the police
official said.

Sensing the presence of police,
Modon's associates opened fire. In
retaliation, police fired back, triggering
the “gunfight”,

Modon was “caught in the line of
fire when he was trying to flee from
police custody”. He was pronounced
dead after being taken to Habiganj
Sadar Hospital.

A baby
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Later, the cries of a newborn baby boy
are heard from behind the blue tarpau-
lin divider that offer a bare minimum
of privacy.

'IT'S NOT EASY'

Mohammed's birth was not easy, but
his mother is still one of the luckier
ones.

Many Rohingya women give birth in
their own makeshift shelters, with no
formal help and no pain relief.

"We have seen some deaths, some
women can lose a lot of blood," said
nursing assistant Piew Das, who like all
in the small team of medical workers is
employed by a Bangladeshi aid organi-
sation.

There are no special baby scales in
the improvised clinic, so the doctor
climbs onto regular ones, first with the
baby and then without. The difference
isjust two kilos (less than five pounds).

According to the UN refugee agency,
nearly one in five of the new arrivals is
severely malnourished - a problem all
the more worrying among pregnant
women.

The Rohingya, a stateless Muslim

minority, have suffered decades of
persecution in mainly Buddhist
Myanmar, which regards them as ille-
gal immigrants.
An attack on their village forced Fatima
and her family to flee into Bangladesh
four months ago, shortly before a
major upsurge in violence drove more
than half a million people across the
border.

Still weak from the birth, Hasina
will be allowed to spend the night in
the military tent.

But the next day she and her new son
have to return to their shelter in the
overpopulated camp.

Fatima tries not to worry about how
Hasina, who already has a three-year-
old daughter, will look after a newborn
baby in these conditions.

"What could be more wonderful
thanabirth?" she says.

"It's not easy, but we are getting a bit
of humanitarian aid. We should be
ableto survive."




