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ATTACK ON AL LEADER IN 2002

14 Patuakhali
BNP men jailed

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patualali

A Patuakhali court yesterday jailed 14 opposition BNP men
of Patuakhali district and Mirzaganj upazila units for differ-
ent terms in a case for attacking an Awami League leader in
2002

The case was, however, filed in 2007 after then military-
backed caretaker government took over.

Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate Md Al Amin deliv-
ered the judgment after examining all records and witnesses
after 10 years.

Of the accused, six were present in the court while eight
others were absconding, said advocate Syed Mohsin, lawyer
for prosecution.

The court sent the accused present to jail while issued
arrant for arrest for the absconding accused, the lawyer
said.

Of the convicts, Salim Khan, Shah Newaz and Rasel were
awarded seven years jail and fined Tk 10,000 each, Palash
Howlader and Lovlu Jomaddar were awarded two years

imprisonment, Manir

Khandakar, Babul I

Chowdhury, Jewel khan,  Of the convicts,

Delwar Khan, Habib  Bagbul Chowdhury
Howlader, Jabbar

Howlader, LitonaliasLit, 1S the brother of
Mizanur Rahman Bapari
and Molon Bapari were
awarded imprisonment
for nine months each,

Accordance to the
prosecution, during the
countrywide violence
after the 2001 general elections, a group of people led by
Babul Chowdhury, younger brother of the then home min-
ister Altaf Hossain Chowdhury, attacked the then
Madhokhali union Awami League president Kazi
Mokhlesur Rahman on February 28 in 2002, injuring him
seriously.

Victim's son Lovlu Kazi filed a case accusing 17 people,
including Babul Chowdhury and other BNP men on
February 1in 2007 after the BNP tenure ended.

Mirzaganj Police Station Sub-Inspector Md Mahbubul
Alam submitted the charge sheet to the court against 14 on
April 7in 2007 after investigation.

Lawyer for the accused advocate Majibur Rahman Toton
id the judgment given in political consideration, adding
that they would appeal to the higher court challenging the
judgement.

former home min-
ister Altaf Ho:
Chowdhury.
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Fishermen and their hired labourers are passing busy time drying fish in Atrai upazila
of Naogaon as they are getting good catches after the recent flood.

Flood boon for Atrai fishermen

Busy time for making dried fish

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Fishermen and their hired workers in Atrai
upazila of Naogaon are passing busy times in
drying the fish as they are getting good catches
oflocal fish after the flood in August.

In the last couple of years, fishermen failed to
get profit due to poor catches. But a festive
mood is prevailing among the fishermen in the
upazila this season as netting of fish has gone
up after the flood in August. Besides, the price is
also good.

“There are smiles on the faces of fishermen
all around, and we are hoping to recoup the
losses of previous years,” said Zahedul Islam of
Bhartetulia village

According to locals, hundreds of villagers

depend on fishing for their livelihood. Many of
them produce dried fish due to absence of preserv-
ing facilities in the upazila, which has huge areas of
wetlands (part of Chalan Beel) and the Atrai river

thatare key sources of fish in theupazila.

famili

Dhaka, Chittagong,

adding that around 7,000 people of ultra-poor
are involved with the industry.

The dried fish produced in Atrai are supplied
to different parts of the country, including
Dinajpur,

6 Sarbahara
men get life
for killing
AL leader

All the accused are
absconding
‘OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabrna

A court here yesterday
sentenced six outlawed
Sarbahara Party men to life
imprisonment on charge of
killing local Awami League
leader Tarek Ali in Jalalpur
area of the district in 2005

Judge Liakat Ali Mollah
of Pabna Special Judge's
Court pronounced the
verdict in a crowded court-
room in the absence of the
convicts as they are
absconding.

The convicted men -- Atik

Hossain, 38, Mokbul
Hossain, 55, Aslam Uddin,
37, Turi Kana, 50,
EZC:TL“’"ED Shahjahan Ali, 45, and
Jamal Hussain, 40 - hail

from different villages of
Goyeshpur union in Sadar

upazila
Additional Public
Prosecutor advocate

Khandaker Ahmed Rakib
said the convicts hacked
and shot Tarek dead in
Jalalpur Bazar area of
Pabna Sadar upazila on
February 26 in 2005

Rangpur, Victim's brother Harun

Fishermen have set up bamboo platforms in
theirareas for drying the fish

Abdus Sattar of Bharatetulia village said large
quantities of local varieties of fish, including
mola, walking fish, catfish, carp, bacha, tengra,
pangas, eel and many others, are caught from
the rivers and beels by the fishermen and dried
on thebamboo platforms.

“There is huge demand for sun dried fish due
to its unique taste,” said Md Altaf Hossain of the
area. It also creates employment for a large
number of men and women of the area, he said,

Rajshahi and Sylhet, after meeting the local
demand, traders said.

The price ranges from Tk 2,000 to Tk 20,000
per maund (40 kg), depending on the size,
variety and quality of the fish.

The fishermen told this correspondent that
they get one kg of dried fish after sun drying
three to four kg of fish. It takes around 30 to 40
days for drying the fish.

“Itis a hard work, but we are happy as we are
getting good price,” said Rampodo Shill, a dried
fish producer in the upazila.

Khan filed a case with Pabna
Police Station, accusing 11
outlawed party men.

“The court convicted
six accused, while two
were acquitted,” Rakib
said, adding that the
remaining two died in
crossfire earlier while
another was not named in
the charge sheet.

Encroachment on canal

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Alocal resident has built a tin-shed on
an important canal at Naubhanga
village in Kalapara upazila of the
district, hampering the normal flow of
water.

Khalil Sikder, who says he is an
of ruling Awami League, built
the shop on the canal around three
months ago.

During a recent visit to the area,
this correspondent saw a tin-shed in

the middle of the canal, near a sluice
gate. A wooden bridge was also built
for going to the shed from the road.

Abu Hanif, a local resident, said
Naubhanga canal is a vital source of
water for irrigating vegetable fields
round the year, adding that most of
the villagers cultivate vegetables an
depend on the water from the canal,

The shop on the canal hinders
normal water flow, he said, adding
that more establishments might be set
uponthecanal.

Khalil said he built the shop on the
canal as he does not own any land. “I
maintain my family with the income
from the shop as I am a landless and
helpless man,” headded.

Nilganj Union Assistant Land
Officer Syed Towhidur Rahman Emon
said the shop is an illegal structure
and will be removed soon.

Upazila Assistant Commissioner
for Land Robiul Islam said he will take
legal steps after visiting the spot and
investigating the matter.

Mentally
challenged
woman raped

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Faridpur

A 35-year-old mentally
challenged woman was
raped allegedly by her neigh-
bour at Bhatshala village in
Rajbari's Baliakandi upazila
on Wednesday.

‘The victim's brother yester-
day filed a rape case, accusing
Bazlu Sheikh, 45, of the vil-
lage, said Baliakandi police.

Family members said
Bazlu came to the victim's
house to take a spray
machine when she was alone
in the house and raped her.

Train kills imam

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Dinajpur

An imam of a mosque was
crushed under the wheels of
a train in Parbatipur upazila
of the district yesterday.

The victim was Morshed
Ali, 50, son of Tinku Haji of

Fishermen come to the
aid of mother hilsa

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

local fishermen have
joined a laudable initiative, working
for protection of mother hilsa in the
Andharmanik river in Kalapara
upazila under the district during the
ongoing ban on catching and sale of
the popular fish, thanks to the initia-
tive of Kalapara upazila fisheries
officer.

Under the banner of 'community
fish guards’, they have formed several
groups to keep watch on the river area
round the clock so that nobody can
catch fish there in violation of the
official ban from October 1 to October

2

“We have formed a unity of local
fishermen who showed interest in
voluntary service to help breeding of
hilsa,” said Md Kamrul Islam, Kalapara
i s officer.
seven fishermen of Nilganj
and Mohipur unions of the upazila
have been included under the fisheries
department's project named 'Eco-fish'.
We gave them uniforms, caps, torch

lights, umbrellas etc to do the work
smoothly. The initiative has been
taken to increase awareness among
local fishermen and encourage them
to offer voluntary service to protect
hilsa in the ban period. If anyone is
seen netting hilsa, they try to prevent
it. In case of failure, they inform us
so that we can take lawful step,” he

Bashar, a community fish
guards' leader of Fatehpur village, said
they are contributing in the task con-
sidering the importance of protecting
thevaluable fish.

“We walk in the river bank areas in
small groups to ensure that nobody
can net fish here in violation of the
ban,” hesaid.

“It is a very interesting job to pro-
tect mother hilsas that come to rivers
to lay eggs. We refrain from catching
fish and encourage others to do the
same during the ban,” said Md
Monir Hossain, another community
fish guards' leader of Hossenpur
village.

This tin-shed in the middle of Naubhanga Khal in Kalapara upazila of Patuakhali hampers the flow of water in the
ing crop fields throughout the year.

vital canal that provides water for i

Jamirhat village.
Witnesses said a
Dinajpur-bound train from
Parbatipur hit Morshed,
leaving him dead on the spot
when he was crossing the rail
tracks near Sakoa Bridge in
the upazila around 9:00am.
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Rohingyas lack

FROM PAGE 2
Pintu Bhattacharya, deputy director of Family Planning
Department in Cox's Bazar, said, “Most of the Rohingya women
do not know about family planning. When we first started to
distributebirth control tools, we faced atough challenge.

“We had to deploy 500 volunteers to create awareness
among them. Some have started responding but the num-
beris still negligible.”

Family planning workers have administered 2,000 long
acting birth control injections, distributed 1,500 pills and
1,000 condoms among Rohingyas, he said.

Aid workers said the reason behind the reluctance to
adopt family planning can be traced to their willingness to
increase their population size, superstitions and lack of
education.

Dilara Begum, 25, a mother of four, said, “My husband
knows everything. 1 do not know anything [about family
planning].”

Momtaz Begum, another mother of three girl
would like to have boys. “My husband wants sos

Regarding family planning, she said, “Health workers
have told us about it. I will take an injection, but after hav-
ingason.”

Nasrin f\khlu Monika, filed coordinator of Research,
i who have
beer working for 11 years with Rohingya refugees in Cox's
Bazar, said, “There is no birth control service in Rakhaine State
of Myanmar. Rohingyas arein dark about the services.”

She said the government should focus more on this. “Mass
awareness campaign is needed. Food and shelter has to be
ensured first, the focus then should be on family planning,”

aid she
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Enhance your English, Empower Yourself

Certificate in English Proficiency (CEP)

Department of English and Modern Languages

Fall 2017

The CEP is a recognized certificate course for improving your proficiency in
English. The program focuses on productive and receptive skills, i.e.
speaking, writing, reading, and listening, as well as the improvement of
vocabulary and grammar. It also emphasizes the development of business
and professional English.

Certificates are awarded upon satisfactory completion of the course.

Course Fee: Tk. 7000 only Course begins: 20 October, 2017
Duration of course: 3 months
Class days: Fridays
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The CEP course is taught by highly qualified and experienced instructors.
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Room: NAC 957, Level 09, NSU
Bashundhara, Dhaka-1229
Tel: +88-02-55668200, Ext: 2021
E-mail: tanjia.azmeen@northsouth.edu
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