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Hero Asia Cup Hockey
Malaysia v China
Live from 3:00pm
Koreav Oman

Live from 5:30pm

KYRGIOS MAKES COSTLY WALK OFF
lia's NickKyrgi 10,000 and deducted his $21,000firt-round losers cheque following
is decision to walk offaftr losing the frst et against Steve Johnsonin the Shanghai Masters on Tuesday. The
joshad i  offered his
hand to the American and stormed off ourt to the bemusement of his opponent and chair umpite Fergus
Murphy. Kyrgios, 22, was booed off court by the crowd. The ATP said on Wednesday that Kyrgios had been
punished for duct sayi i isi inhisacti
Kyrgios, ranked 21 in the world,said later on Twitter that he had been suffering with a stomach bug and a
shoulder problem. T i thepast i Iwasreally
Kyrgiossaid. ~REUTERS

Hero Asia Cup Hockey
Malaysiav China
Time:3:00pm
KoreavOman

Time:5:30pm BangladeshAvirelandA
Venue: Maulana Bhasani National  Four-day Match, Day-2
Hockey Stadium Ti

Simi saves
the day for
Ireland

SPORTS REPORTER

The bowlers stepped up for
the Bangladesh A team as
Ireland A were bundled out
on 255 during the first day
of an unofficial Test match
where Ireland A's Simi
Singh smashed his maiden
first class hundred after an
early struggle at the Sylhet
International Cricket sta-
dium yesterday.

The home side safely
negotiated and ended the
day's play on 38 for 1,
where the wicket of Zakir
Hasan fell cheaply, and are
trailing by 217 runs with
Shadman Islam (22) and
skipper Nazmul Hossain
(15) set to resume at the
crease on the second day.

Earlier after electing to
bat, Ireland were in a spot
of bother as they struggled
on 29 for 3. However com-
ing into bat at number five,
right-hander Simi single-
handily took charge of the
situation and despite
receiving no support from
the other end, continued to
score runs.

Eventually, number ten
batsman Andy McBrine
added a valuable 48 run
stand with Simi to help the
visitors cross the two hun-
dred run threshold.

Later, after scoring 121
off 159 balls featuring 19
fours and four sixes, Simi
was finally dismissed by
off-spinner Mahedi Hasan.
Meanwhile, McBrine regis-
tered his second first-class
fifty, scoring 57 runs off 62
balls with eight fours.

Bangladesh’s fast bowl-
ers Kamrul Islam, Ebadat
Hossain and leg-spinner
Jubair Hossain picked up
two wickets each while left-
arm spinner Sunzamul
Islam scalped one along
with Mahedi's three.

Italy, Swiss
seeded

AFP, Paris

Four-time World Cup win-
ners Italy and Switzerland,
who won nine of their 10
qualifiers for Russia 2018,
will be among the four
seeded teams for the play-
offs in November.

Croatia and Denmark
will also be seeded for the
October 17 draw, which
takes place a day after the
latest FIFA rankings are set
to be released.

Northern Ireland and
Republic of Ireland cannot
face each other as both
countries will be unseeded,
joining Sweden and Greece.

The following are a few
samples of stories that did
not make the print edition.
However, if they pique your
interest, you can always read
them online on The Daily Star
website by simply scanning
the QR codes listed below:

Rock thrown at Australia
team busin India
Arockshattereda
window on the
Australian aicket 23
team's busas they
returned to thei hotel after the
seres-levelling win over India
in the second Twenty20 interna-
tional, batsman Aaron Finch
tweeted.

Pakistan barred from
international football
Pakistan has been
suspended from
intemational
football because
of what global soccer body FIFA
descrbed as undue third-party
interference in the country's
footballfederation (PFF).

US knocked out of WCafter
Trinidad defeat

The United States &
failed to qualfy
fortheWorld Cup 53
for the first time

since 1986, rashing to a shock
21 defeatagainst already-
eliminated Trinidad and Tobago.

Argentina superstar Lionel Messi delivered when it mattered by scoring a hattrick against Ecuador in Quito yesterday

P &

to take his beloved country to the World Cup in Russia next year.

'Thank God for Messi-ah'

This was his 44th career hattrick and 5th for Argentina.

Hels the nation’s top scorer in nterational
football with 61 goals in 122 matches.

Only two players scored n their finalseven

WC qualfers: Messi and an own goal by opponent.

PHOTO:
AFP

AFP, Buenos Aires

A nation exploded with
relief on Tuesday as
P T Lionel Messi single-
handedly dragged his Argentina
team into next year's World Cup
finals with a spellbinding hat-trick
in Quito.

"Messi is E.T. He's from another
planet. He's not from this world,"
Marco Mouras, a 28-year-old
Brazilian said in a crowded Buenos
Aires bar as ini around

hescored.

It was proof for the doomsayers
that this team was a lost cause.
Argentinians had suffered too
much during a lacklustre qualifica-
tion series and this was the last
straw.

But Messi burst through the
gloom to equalize and then soon
scored again to give Argentina the
lead.

*2-1 was not enough. We could-
n't be calm,” said Lautaro

him went wild, beer and pizza
spilling onto the floor.

Messi gave the world a master-
class of what it would be missing if
he didn't go to Russia 2018, a dis-
tinct possibility when Argentina
went a goal down inside the first
minute of a match they had to win.

Agraveyard silence descended on
bars, restaurants and homes when
Ecuador's Romario Ibarra struck in
the first minute of the game, casting
a pall of gloom across Argentina as

Gonzalez, 35, c after
being put through an emotional
wringer by his national team.

Beside him a disbelieving
Maximiliano Lacasa proclaimed
himself a devotee of "Saint Messi.
Thank God we have him."

Pride in the shirt was restored
when Messi completed his hattrick
in the second half. It was time for
Argentinians at home to believe
again.

Pablo Ramos, 34, could hardly
take it in. The team is still a misfir-

ing mess going to the World Cup,
hesaid, "soit'sall suffering.”

Even music yielded to Messi
when Irish rockers U2 delayed their
concert by almost two hours to
allow fans in the La Plata stadium
near Buenos Aires time to watch the
match on giant screens. When they
finally came on stage, they kicked
offagiant party.

With seemingly everyone
crowded around every available TV
set, the streets of Buenos Aires were
so empty it seemed like a curfew.

People wore the Argentine shirt
in the build-up, but not many. The
Argentine public had grown tired of
believingin vain.

Awin seemed a little too fanciful
to most, exasperated by a series of
underwhelming performances by
the national side.

Only a win would do in Quito,
where Argentina hadn't won since
2001. The nation held its breath.

Nobody here, or anywhere else,
wanted to contemplate the

unthinkable but very real prospect
of Argentina losing.

That would mean next year's
World Cup in Russia would go
ahead without Messi, arguably the
world's greatest player.

"It's complicated, 1 want the
team to be at the World Cup in
Russia, but only a miracle can save
them. I'm going to pray for them,"
said Maria Cordoba, a 64-year-old
optician.

Cometh the hour, cometh the
man, and now Argentina will bask
in the fact that the "Messiah" will
lead them to the World Cup finals.

The main concerns of most
Argentinians is the economy and the
loss of purchasing power, but the
torments of the national team has
relegated even that into the back-
ground.

The nation yearns for a return to
the glory days of 1978 and 1986
when Argentina won the World
Cup.

Overtoyou, Mr Messi.

AFP, Montevideo

Lionel Messi fired Argentina into the World Cup
with a brilliant hattrick on Tuesday as South
American champions Chile suffered a shock
elimination.

Messi single-handedly resurrected Argentina's hopes in a
3-1 win over Ecuador in Quito that drew a line under a
chaotic campaign that had left the two-time champions in
danger of failing to qualify.

The Barcelona superstar scored twice inside the opening
20 minutes to give Argentina the lead after Ecuador had
stunned the visitors with an opening goal after from
Romario Ibarra after 38 seconds.

Messi then completed his hattrick -- the 44th of his daz-
zling career -- with a sublime chip in the second half to seal
thevictory.

The Argentinian superstar can now look forward to his
fourth appearance at the World Cup at next year's finals in
Russia, where he will attempt once more to lead his country
to an elusive major title.

Since his country's defeat to Germany in the 2014 World
Cup final, Messi has twice suffered agony at major tourna-
ments with Argentina, losing the finals of both the 2015
Copa Americaand the 2016 Copa America Centenario.

Messi, who will turn 31 during next year's World Cup,
now has one, per-

RGNl  CONMEBOL STANDINGS

to emulate his idol

Diego Maradonaby TEAM M W D L GF/GA PTS
lifting the World Brazl 18 125 1 am 4
Cup. Uriguay 18 9 4 5 3220 31

Relieved MAgentia 18 7 7 4 1916 28
Argentina manager Colombia 18 7 6 5 2119 27
Jorge Sampaoli - Peru 187 5 6 26 2
the third coach Chile 188 2 8 2627 26
appointed during  “Topsgua

iy
the qualifying _Sthesinopiaydf
campaign -- could
not avoid expressing his gratitude to Messi following
Tuesday's win

"Messi doesn't owe a World Cup to Argentina -- football
owesaWorld Cup to Messi," Sampaoli said.

"He's the best player in history. This is a team victory.
They played a brilliant match.”

Messi later told reporters the prospect of not qualifying had
weighed heavily on the squad.

"Itwould have been crazy for Argentina, forall of us,” he said.
*Obviously there was that fear, but today we knew how to play."

The striker said he expects Argentina to improve now the
pressure of qualifying has liften.

"I think there is going to be a very big change. I think the
team will grow much better now, " he added.

Argentina had started the day outside the automatic quali-
fying positions, needing to secure their first win in Quito since
2001 to be certain of claimingat least a playoffplace.

Itlooked as if Argentina’s worst fears were set to become a
reality after Ibarra's opening goal in the first minute.

But it was not long before Messi stamped his authority
on the game, hauling his team back into the contest with a
composed openinggoal.

The equaliser came in the 12th minute when Messi darted
forward and quickly released Angel Di Maria down the left.

The Paris Saint-Germain attacker duly returned the
favour as Messi raced into the penalty area to poke home a
low finish past Maximo Banguera.

Portugal, France qualify

Robben retires after Netherlands bow out

AFP, Paris

Cristiano Ronaldo's Portugal
and Antoine Griezmann's
France booked spots at the 2018
World Cup finals on Tuesday while the
Netherlands crashed out.

Portugal beat Switzerland 2-0 in Lisbon
thanks to a Johan Djourou own goal and an
Andre Silvastrike.

France needed goals from Griezmann
and Olivier Giroud in a hard-fought 2-1 win
over Belarus at the Stade de France.

After a stuttering campaign, France's
achievement in beating Bulgaria and
Belarus in their final two qualifiers means
they avoid the playoffs having had to go
through that route for the last two finals.

"We have had a difficult route and tonight
wasn't easy either but we've achieved our
aim," coach Didier Deschamps said.

"We are happy, even if qualifying is logi-
cal given the quality of the players I have.”

The Dutch, World Cup finalists in South
Africa in 2010 and semifinalists four years
later, bowed to the inevitable as they failed
to achieve the unlikely 7-0 scoreline over
Sweden they needed to salvage a wretched
qualifyingeffort.

Arjen Robben scored twice in a 2-0 win over
the Swedes in Amsterdam and said afterwards
he was retiring from international football.

"1 will always remember the 2010 World
Cup and 2014 Those are my best memories.
During those two competitions we formed a
real team," the 33-year-old Robben said.

In Lisbon, Portugal navigated a poten-
tially fraught final fixture with Switzerland,
who become one of the eight European
nations who must fight through the playoffs
foraspotin Russia.

The others are Italy, Denmark, Croatia,
Sweden, Northern Ireland, Greece and the
Republicof Ireland.

The Swiss can consider themselves
unlucky after winning all nine previous
qualifiers but must now overcome a two-
legged play-off in November to earn a
fourth straight World Cup appearance.

Ronaldo, who was injured for the open-

Netherlands forward Arjen Robben called
it quits after they failed to qualify to the
World Cup.

ing qualifying defeat in Basel, returned to
the Portuguese line-up after coming off the
bench to notch the opening goal in a lack-
lustre 2-0 win in Andorra on Saturday.

US pop star Madonna was among the
crowd at the Estadio da Luz which erupted
when Djourou inadvertently bundled in a
dangerous cross from Eliseu four minutes
before the break under heavy pressure from
Joao Mario.

Manchester City midfielder Bernardo
Silva then exchanged passes with former
Monaco teammate Joao Moutinho, thread-
ing through the return pass for an unmarked
Andre Silva to poke in at the far post.

Greece locked up second place behind
Belgium in Group H courtesy of a 4-0 stroll
against Gibraltar.

In Paris, Deschamps paired Atletico Madrid
striker Griezmann with Giroud's aerial threat,
and Griezmann eased nerves in the 27th min-
ute as he opened the scoring with a confident
low finish from Blaise Matuidi's deft pass.

Six minutes later, Griezmann intercepted
a weak pass out of the Belarus defence and
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fed Giroud, who shrugged off two defend:
tobundle in his 28th international goal.

But the French defence was caught nap-
ping, allowing Belarus to reduce the gap
when the lively Anton Saroka swept past
Hugo Lloris aminute before half-time.

Saroka gave France another jolt when he
shot just wide in the 64th minute, but he
was narrowly offside.
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