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Sergeant Mustain of DMP's Traffic South Di
Uddin of Daily Manab Zamin near Motsya Bhaban i
iding a motorcycle without a helmet. The policeman also kept hlm confmed to a police box there. Nasir claimed

—

jon assaults and takes away the camera of photojournalist Nasir

during an over

that he had requested the traffic police not to fine him as his helmet was stolen a couple of days ago. Mustain

was later withdrawn.

PHOTO: COLLECTED

BNP briefs
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Talking to reporters after the meeting,
Moudud said they talked about vari-
ous matters, including the chief jus-
tice's leave. "We think he [Sinha] is
not sick. We told them that he has
been sent on forced leave forging his
signature.”

Diplomats from the UN and 23
countries, including the USA, the EU,
Sweden, China, France, Canada,
Germany, Turkey, Denmark, Norway,
the UAE, Morocco and Vietnam,
attended the nearly two-hour meeting
that began around 4:00pm.

A BNP leader who attended the
meeting said their party also apprised
the diplomats of the warrant for the
arrest of their chairperson Khaleda
Ziain a "false" case and the mass
arrest of their party leaders and activ-
ists across the country.

At the beginning of the meeting,
party Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul
Islam delivered the welcome speech.

1
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the gazette notification is linked to that.
Expressing dissatisfaction, the SC
extended time 25 times for the gov-
ernment to issue the gazette notifica-
tion. The government sought time
again and again on different grounds.
During hearing of the case on
August 20, Chief Justice SK Sinha said
the judiciary had shown enough
patience.

War crimes
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his original workplace, as he intended
to return there.

Prosecutor Zead Al Malum told The
Daily Star last night, “After reconstitu-
tion of the tribunal, we hope the trial
will resume now. We will try our best
to recover the loss mcumd due to the
three months' impasse.”

Sanaul Hug, co-coordinator of
the tribunal's investigation agency,
said they would speed up their
efforts to complete investigation
into the pending cases.

“We will produce witnesses to
complete the trial of the ongoing
cases quickly,” he told this newspaper.

Currently, nine cases are at the
trial stage and 22 others at pre-trial
stage. Besides, the investigation
agency is now collecting evidence in
connection with around a dozen
more cases.

Earlier on May 9, the ICT-1 com-
pleted the trial proceedings of a
case against six Gaibandha men in
connection with the crimes commit-
ted during the Liberation War in
1971 and kept the verdict waiting.

It is not clear if the tribunal
would now hear the closing argu-
ments again.

As per the war crimes law, a tribu-
nal can resume trial from where it
stopped even after any change in
the judges' panel, but there are at
least two precedents when the tribu-
nal reheard closing arguments.

The war crimes trial has made no
headway in last three months for the
government's failure to appoint
meone to the chairman post, elic-
ing criticism from all quarters asso-
ciated with the long-cherished trial.

Campaigners, prosecutors and
investigators of the trial had earlier
said the trial was apparently not
getting priority and likely-to-be
witnesses in the under-investigation
cases might feel discouraged from
giving testimony for the delay.

“Itis beyond our understanding
why it is taking so much time to
appoint the chairman and reconsti-
tute the tribunal,” Shariar Kabir, a
prominent advocate of war crimes
trial, told this newspaper last month.

The government should not con-
sider the war crimes cases like any
other cases, said Shariar, president of
Ekattorer Ghatak Dalal Nirmul
Comnmittee, adding, “It would be a
glaring example of impunity if the
perpetrators are not brought to book
due to the delay in trial proceedings.”

Gone, like in a movie!
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goto thebathroom.

According to SM Mozammel, sub-
inspector of the station, at the time
Rubel was being guarded by four
police officers: Mofazzol Hossain,
Manik Mian, Masud Rana and Kamrul
Islam.

After being escorted to the bath-
room, when Rubel did not re-emerge
after 20 minutes, the police officers
knocked on the door. Receiving no
response, they went around to the back
of the bathroom and saw that there
was no one in there.

The almost two feet wide window of
the bathroom had one railing bentand
broken, allowing a large space for
Rubel to climb outof.

Officer-in-charge of Purbadhola
police station, Ovi Ranjon Deb, said
the accused fled from their custody
through a small hole in the window of
toilet of the police station.

The rusted iron rod of the window
and Rubel's thin and short stature
allowed him to escape, Ranjon
claimed.

When queried as to why the win-
dow of the station’s bathroom was left
in such bad condition, Ranjon said he
had just joined three months earlier
and did not know. “I had not noticed
the state of the window, " he said.

The convict is yet to be found. In the
meantime, no action was taken in this
regard against those police personnel
who have shown negligence.

Superintendent of Police of
Netrakona, SM Ashraful Alam, said
they are conducting drives to arrest the
accused.

He said another case was filed
against Rubel as he had fled from
police custody.

“We will take action against the on
duty police for their negligence in their
duty after investigations,” he said.

Additional ASP of sadar circle,
Sanowar Hossain, said he had visited
the spot and formed a probe commit-
tee to find out how the escape took
place.

According to police and local peo-
ple, Rubel Mia was the accused of Md
Kakon Mian murder case. Kakon, a
resident of Purbodhola of Goalapara
village and also a motor cycle driver,
was killed on August 25.

In the guise of passengers, some
miscreants snatched his motorcycle and
stabbed him with sharp weapons at
Chochaora area of Purbadhola-
Dewtukonroad at 1:30 am on August 25.

Kakon succumbed to his injury at
Mymensingh Medical College
Hospital the next day.

Police arrested Moinuddin, 22, on
August 28 for his alleged involvement
in the murder case while Rubel was
arrested after Moinuddin's confes-
sional statement.

Another separate murder case
against Rubel was also filed in
Durgapur police station.

BRTA to get slow vehicles
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The non-government organisation
said traffic rules violation was one of
the main causes of the crashes.

According to police data, which
experts say are under reported, around
3,000 crashes every year claim almost
2,700 lives and leave 2,400 injured.

The directive about low speed vehi-
cle was issued last week by Road
Transport and Highway Division. It
was signed by Kamrul Ahsan, joint
secretary of the Ministry of Road
Transportand Bridges.

Citing section 4 (ga) of Highway
Rules-2001, Kamrul told The Daily Star
that vehicles not capable of 60km per
hour speed cannot ply the highways.

Besides, the government banned all
three-wheelers in 22 highways in
August 2015. Nosimon and Karimon
were banned on all highways.

“Our aim is to ensure road safety
and that is why we issue such directives
from time to time to remind people of
the matter.”

For the first time, October 22 is
going to be observed in the country as
National Safe Roads Day to create
awareness about road safety.

“The [latest] directive was given
keeping the matter in mind,” Kamrul
said.

Kazi M Shifun Newaz, assistant
professor of Accident Research
Institute at Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology (Buet),
said if implemented, the number of
overtaking, which is a major reason
behind crashes, would reduce.

But, no highway, except for a part of
N-5 (Hatikumrul-Banpara) has a
separate lane for low speed vehicles.
Bans are often defied as a result of that,
hesaid.

Besides, it is not possible for trucks
laden with goods to go 60km per hour.

“I think, without a dedicated lane
for slower vehicles, it will not be possi-
ble to implement the directive.”

Mozammel Haque Chowdhury,
secretary general of Bangladesh Jatri
Kalyan Samity said as long as there are
no lane for low speed and non-
motorised vehicles, drivers would
continue to violate the directive.

He added that the government on
several occasions issued similar direc-
tives that bore little fruit, headded.

BRTA director Nur Mohammad
Mazumder said, “We conduct mobile
courts regularly [to stop traffic rule
violations]. We will beef up our efforts
now,” hesaid.

Asked about having a lane for low
speed vehicles, he said, “It will take
time.”

Despite the mobile courts and
issuance of similar directives time and
again, he said low-speed vehicles
remain on the highways as “people’s
tendency to violate law is very com-
mon. Besides, we have a lack of man-
power.”

In fact, five of the 13 posts of execu-
tive magistrates in BRTA are vacant.

Harassed
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suicide note that read she did not do
anything wrong, yet she had to suffer.
She asked why the image of her family
should be tarnished. So, she chose to
take her life. She also held two youths
responsible for her death, the note
added.

Victim's father Awlad said her
daughter told him around a week ago
that two youths used to disturb her
when she was returning home from
school.

He communicated the matter to a
teacher of her school. The teacher
assured him that he would do some-
thing so that those stalkers did not
disturb her anymore.

But the youths again stalked her on
the day she committed suicide, Awlad
added.

OC Awal said the girl's family did
not file any complaint against those
stalkers. Police lodged an unnatural
death case.

Khorshed Alam, additional super-
intendent of Savar police circle, said
they would investigate the allegation
of stalking and also verify the hand-
writing of Shila to know whether the
note had been written by her.

If the allegation was found to be
true and Shila had written the note,
they would take necessary lawful steps
against the youths,

The body was sent to Dhaka
Medical College morgue for an
autops
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Four cops
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Angry spectators then swooped on the
policemen and began beating them.

Anik Sarker, who attended the
concert, told The Daily Star that Ansar
Ali and his men confined the four
policemen in a nearby house.

Kalipada Sarker, union parishad
chairman of Kulla Union in Singair,
said he sent a UP member and several
others to Vatirchar around 1:30am on
information about the policemen
being confined

As the people refused to let them
go, Kalipada took the initiative to go
to free the policemen himself.

"Midway, I learnt that the police-
men were freed," Kalipada told The
Daily Star.

As it was late in the night, he then
took the policemen to his residence
where they stayed the night.

Kalipada said he did not know if
the police demanded money or if they
were beaten at the concert venue.

Asked, Rezaul Haque, officer in
charge, Dhamrai Police Station said he
did not know anything about the
incident.

Dhaka Additional Police
Superintendent (Savar Circle)
Khorshed Alam said he too had no
idea about it, but that they were look-
ing into the matter.

Dhaka asks
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all misgivings through dialogue.”

The Pakistan PM stressed the need
for resuming foreign secretary level
consultations and attached particular
importance to further enhancing trade
and economic relations as well as pro-
moting people-to-people contact
between the two countries.

As regards foreign-secretary level
consultations, the Bangladesh high
commissioner indicated that
Bangladesh is open to hold the consul-
tations at any mutually convenient time
in Dhaka.

Workers Party
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, would
only carry out routine works after the
announcement of the election schedule.

A component in the ruling Awami
League-led grand alliance, the party
also suggested that the home, public
administration and the LGRD minis-
tries should be brought under the EC's
command during the election period.

It recommended that all the elec-
tion officials should discharge their
duties under the EC before and after
a certain period of the election.

However, the left-leaning party
opposed the EC's move to demarcate
electoral constituencies afresh ahead
of the next general elections, saying it
might give rise to controversy. It also
disapproved of deployment of armed
forces during the polls.

Workers Party suggested stopping
use of black money, muscle power
and religion in the polls, including
non-resident Bangladeshis in the
voter list, ensuring a level playing
field for all political parties, using an
electronic voting system and intro-
ducing a system for submission of
nomination papers online.

A little paradise
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Sylhet is well known for the Ratargul
Swamp that has been drawing in
tourists in droves for the last four to
five years to view the trees submerged
in water.

Locals and experts alike think the
Kathalbari Swamp has the same
potential to catch the fancy of local
and foreign tourists.

Along with its picturesque settings,
Kathalbari also boasts glorious past.
The name of the deity of Raja Gour
Gobind, the last Hindu ruler, was
'Hatekeswar'. In 1303 AD, when Raja
Gobind defeated Hazrat Shahjalal,
the Raja's deity went to a safe place at
‘Kathalbari'. During the rule of Raja
Joynarayan (1708-1731), one of the
prominent Jaintia kings, the deity left
for Sengram.

Mohammad Ashraful Kabir, coor-
dinator of Bhumi Sontan Bangladesh,
an environment and animal rights
based organisation, said the
Kathalbari Swamp forest is most
spectacular during the rainy season.

The range of hills standing on the
vast marsh, named 'Baur Haor', along
with the partially submerged trees, is
a sight to behold, he added.

Nasrin Jahan Fatema, vice-
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ofrefugees was tough.

Moving all the Rohingyas from
Ukhia, Teknaf and Ramu upazilas of
Cox's Bazar to a designated area would
be difficult as they have set up tents
haphazardly, said officials.

Ensuring water and sanitation
facilities for the refugees would be
another major challenge. Officials at
the RRRC's office said most of the
toilets in refugee camps were built on
an urgent basis and many of those pose
health risks.

According to officials, the 3,000~
acre Balukhali camp has been divided
into 10 zones and 20 blocks and more
than 20 officers were deployed there to
oversee the development activities.
Each of the zones would house around
45,000 people.

They said all the measures were
temporary and a long-term plan for
relocation of the refugees would be
drawn up once the influx of refugees
from Myanmaris reduced.

Initially, tent, cane, bamboo, rope
and other materials were given to
around one lakh Rohingya families for
setting up huts inside the Balukhali
camp. A 12-km road is under construc-
tion there. The work on five-km has
already finished, said officials.

Visiting the Balukhali camp yester-
day, these correspondents saw toilets
and tube wells being set up. Many
Rohingyas were busy building their
huts.

An official, seeking anonymity, said
toilets were previously set up with just
two to three concrete rings, but those
were filled up within two to three days.

“We found that there was one toilet

for around 126 families. Now under
the supervision of army, several toilet
complexes are being built inside the
camp.”
The Monar Ghona area in Balukhali
camp-2 was highly congested. Latrines
were being set up in an unplanned
manner.

Sonjida Khatun, a Rohingya of the
camp, said her family along with three
other families live in a 460-square-feet
house. It provides shelter to 23 people.

“The four families are separated by
just polythene sheets,” said the newly
married 25-year-old.

The camp has 103 houses for 460
people, said block community leader
(Majhi) Abul Fayez, a Rohingya leader
from the families.

All the 30 toilets of the camp have
been built side-by-side. People living
away from the toilets defecate in the
open at night as they cannot move in
the darkness, he added.

“There is a severe water crisis in the
camp as there are only two tube wells.
We have no bathroom here. To take a
bath, we need to go to another camp
crossing two hillocks,” he said.

In many places, tube well pipes have
been installed 30 feet deep in the
ground. Those should have been
installed 150 feet deep in the ground
for smooth supply of water, said
sources at RRRC's office.

Noor Mahal along with her hus-
band Sayed Alam came to Bangladesh
on September 6.

“We got only a tent and some ropes
for our hut. We had to buy bamboo,”
she said, adding that she sold her
earrings to buy bamboo and other
items for the makeshift house.

Hossain Ahmed, block community

Haphazard early

leader of Balukhali camp-3, said there
were 157 houses in the camp and the
families only got tents and ropes from
the authorities to make their houses.

Jokir Mia from Maungdaw of
Rakhine entered Bangladesh on
September 2. His sons Younus and
Shafiq and 12 other family members
accompanied him. They now live in a
360-square-feet tent.

“We are three families here. We
sleep in a single position all night,”
Shafiq said.

500 HILLOCS DAMAGED

Talking to The Daily Star on condition
of anonymity, forest department offi-
cials said around 500 hillocks have
been damaged so far due to the influx
of Rohingyas since late August.

Md Ali Kabir, divisional forest offi-
cer (South) in Cox's Bazar, said
Rohingyas have taken shelter on the
reserved forest land.

Officials said more than 4,000-acre
forest department land has been occu-
pied by the refugees. They feared the
total 6,000-acre land would be gradu-
ally taken over by the Rohingyas.

Meanwhile, the RRRC's office on
October 4 started counting the refugee
families to get the actual number of
Rohingyas who had entered
Bangladesh. It has so far registered
16,000 families.

“We hope to complete the task
within the next two weeks,” said RRRC
Abul Kalam.

Until Tuesday, biometric registra-
tion of 1,17,523 people have been
completed, said AKM Lutfar Rahman,
assistant commissioner of Cox's Bazar
DC office.

The process had begun on
September 12 at six booths. Two more
booths will start working from today,
headded

Last privately
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have survived to this day -- all of them
held in museum or institutional col-
lections, with the exception of
"Salvator Mundi.”

As a general rule, very few pre-19th-
century artworks remain in private
ownership, and it is extremely rare for
one of them to be offered atauction.

"For auction specialists, this is
pretty much the Holy Grail, no pun
intended, but it doesn't really get
better than that,” said Loic Gouzer, co-
chairman of Christie's Americas post-
warand contemporary art department.

A third party guarantee has been
arranged for the painting, which
ensures it will sell for around the esti-
mate of $100 million on November
15, said Francois de Poortere, head of
the Christie's old masters department
in New York.

The work will travel to Hong Kong,
San Francisco and London, before
spending three days on display in New
York leading up to the sale.

According to Poortere, "Salvator
Mundi" -- which measures 45x65 cm
(26x18 inches) -- was last sold to an
unnamed European collector follow-
ing a historic Da Vinci exhibition at
London’s National Gallery in 2011-12.

Mining a common theme, next
month's auction will begin with the
sale of the massive "Sixty Last Suppers"
by pop artist Andy Warhol - which
depicts Da Vinci's "The Last Supper”
60 times over, and is offered with a $50
million estimate.
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the government's response.

Without giving a specific deadline
for the Catalan government to reply,
Rajoy said: "The answer from the
Catalan president will determine
future events, in the next few days."

It is not yet clear if and when the
Catalan government would answer the
requirement but it now faces a conun-
drum, political analysts say.

If Puigdemont says he did declare
independence, the government would
likely trigger Article 155. If he says he
did not declare it, then far-left party
CUP would likely withdraw its support
to his minority government.

Puigdemont had been widely
expected to unilaterally declare
Catalonia's independence on Tuesday
after the Catalan government said 90
percent of Catalans had voted for a
breakaway in an Oct 1 referendum that
Spain had declared illegal and which
most opponents of independence
boycotted.

Madrid responded angrily (o

chairman of G j Upazila
Parishad in Sylhet district, said the
swamp forest attracts nature lovers
who can spot lotus, lily and kanchan
flowers that are only found in this
area.

RSM Monirul Islam, Divisional
Forest Officer in Sylhet, said the
swamp is on government fallow
lands and has great potential for
tourism.

There are boating facilities avail-
able here on a limited scale, said
Mizanur Rahman, an auto rickshaw
driver. The number of locals visiting
the swamp forest has increased
recently, he added.

The Kathalbari swamp forest is a
promising addition to the other
established tourist spots in the largest
tea producing region in Bangladesh.

's speech, saying the
Cata]an government could not act on
the results of the referendum.

"Neither Mr Puigdemont nor any-
one else can claim, without returning
to legality and democracy, to impose
mediation... Dialogue between demo-
crats takes place within the law,"
Deputy Prime Minister Soraya Saenz
de Santamaria said.

Invoking Article 155 to ease Spain's
worst political crisis in four decades
would make prospects of a negotiated
solution to the Catalonia crisis even
more remote.

A spokesman for the Catalan gov-
ernment said earlier on Wednesday
that if Madrid went down this road, it
would press ahead with independence.

"We have given up absolutely noth-
ing...We have taken a time out...which

Spain moves to end

doesn't mean a step backwards, or a
renunciation or anything like that,”
Catalan government spokesman Jordi
Turull told Catalunya Radio.

Socialist opposition leader Pedro
Sanchez said he would back Rajoy if
he had to activate Article 155 and said
he had agreed with the prime minis-
ter to open a constitutional reform
within six months to discuss how
Catalonia could fit better in Spain.

It was not clear how the Catalan
government would respond to the offer.

Puigdemont's speech also disap-
pointed supporters of independence,
thousands of whom watched pro-
ceedings on giant screens outside
parliament before sadly leaving for
home.

Financial markets, however, were
encouraged that an immediate declara-
tion of independence had been
avoided.

In Brussels, there was relief that the
euro zone's fourth-largest economy
now had at least bought some time to
deal with a crisis that was still far from
over.

One EU official said Puigdemont
"seems to have listened to advice not
to do something irreversible”.

The Catalan crisis has deeply
divided the northeastern region itself
as well as the Spanish nation.
Opinion polls conducted before the
vote suggested a minority of about 40
percent of residents in Catalonia
backed independence.

The stakes are high - losing
Catalonia, which has its own lan-
guage and culture, would deprive
Spain of a fifth of its economic output
and more than a quarter of exports.

Some of Catalonia's largest compa-
nies have moved their head offices
out of the region and others were set
to follow if he had declared inde-
pendence.



