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AL, BNP square off over polls-time govt

FROM PAGE 16
to the EC for holding a free, fair and
credible poll, added the sources.

Asked, party insiders said the AL is
likely to take a stand Agam%l fresh
delimitation of constituen mg
the party secured landslide victory in
the 2008 national elections with the
existing demarcation.

On August 24, the EC started talks
with 40 registered political parties
eking their opinion on the EC's prepa-
rations for the next general election
likely to be held late next year or early
2019.

The commission has so far held
dialogues with 25 registered parties.
The ongoing dialogue is likely to end
on October 19

The AL has already held a number of
intraparty meetings to discuss the
issues to be raised during its dialogue
with the EC. The party would finalise
the proposals at its next working com-
mittee meeting, likely to be held on
Saturday, a top AL leader said.

Earlier on January 11, the party had
placed an 11-point proposal during its
dialogue with President Abdul Hamid
on formation of a new EC.

The proposals included limiting the
jurisdiction of the election-time gov-
ernment as had been the legal provi-
sions for the nonpartisan caretaker
governments in the past.

‘The ruling party also recommended
empowering the EC with supervising
authority over the administration, law

enforcement agencies and all other
departments engaged in the election
proce

According to party leaders, this time
the party may again place another 11-
point proposal to the EC in line with
its talks with the president,

The AL also requested its allies of the
14-party alliance to place similar pro-
posals to the Election Commission. The
proposals included two vital issues -
holding the polls in line with the consti-
tution and keeping army as a striking
force during the election.

During the dialogue with the EC,
the party is also likely to take position
against "no vote" although most civil
society members during their talks
with the commission on July 30 advo-
cated for having the system.

The provision was introduced by
the caretaker government before the
2008 elections, but it was scrapped by
the ALgovernmentin 2009.

The party may also request the EC to
update the voter list and propose for a
stronger Election Commission so that it
canholdafree, fairand credible election.

AL advisory council member
Rashidul Alam, who is involved with
drafting the proposals, told The Daily
Star that they would request the com-
mission to work in line with the consti-
tutional provisions.

“We will propose the Election
Commission to hold the election
under the existing provisions of the
constitution as it is not the proper time

to change the constitution. If any
provision of the constitution is
required to be amended, it should be
doneafter the nextelections,” he said.

Meanwhile, the BNP, during its
forthcoming talks with the EC at the
Nirbachan Bhaban on Sunday, would
put emphasis on the election-time
"supportive government”, said a top
BNP leader, who is involved in finalis-
ing the party proposals.

“We will argue that all other mea-
sures to hold a free and fair election
would be useless unless a polls-time
supportive government is there,” the
BNP leader said wishing anonymity.

The party would also talk about "the
government's interference in sending
Chief Justice SK Sinha on a month's
leave,” hesaid.

BNP insiders also said party
Chairperson Khaleda Zia had held a
meeting with her senior leaders and
gave them instructions on the dialogue
before she left for London on July 15.

Sources also said party Secretary
General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir
would contact Khaleda before finalis-
ing the proposals.

Asked, a BNP standing c
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Woman killed
as Faridpur AL
men clash

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A woman was killed and at least 29
people were injured as two factions of
ruling Awami League clashed ove
establishing supremacy in three vil-
lages of Saltha upazila yesterday.

The victim was identified as Jahura
Begum, 60, wife of Manna Matabbor
of Gobindapur village.

Police arrested four people in con-
nection with the clash.

The clash took place between the
supporters of Shar Ali Khan, a resi-
dent of Gobindapur village and mem-
ber of Saltha unit AL, and Delowar
Khan, a resident of Khagor village and
AL supporter, around 11:00am.

Failure to sign Teesta deal
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Line of Credit has been utilised. If that
is correct, then there must be some-
thing fundamentally wrong. We really
need to addressit.”

Despite signil in

have abundant water during the rainy
season and little water in the dry sea-
son. We actually need proper water
management so that we can manage
little waler m lhe lean period effec-

the India-Bangladesh relationship and
tangible benefits coming from trade and
bilateral cooperation, the adviser said
this was not correspondingly matching
with the mediaand public perception.

“I personally don't think that prob-
lem lies in the substance; problem lies
in communication and educating the
public. And I don't know how we are
goingtodo this.”

Turning to connectivity, Gowher said
it was needed not only between India
and Bangladesh, but a_sub-regional
connectivity between

tively,

On signing oﬁ.he ‘water sharing agree-
ment, the former diplomat said
Bangladesh wanted a deal with India on
sharing water, but it would be a short term
solution. “We actually need a long term
solution through water management.”

The Teesta deal was scheduled to be
signed during former Indian prime
minister Manmohan Singh's official
visit to Bangladesh in September 2011.
But it fell through after West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
objected to the deal and pulled out

India, Myanmar, Nepal and Bhutan was
also am-emely |mponam

Local said there was a |
conflict between Shar Ali and Delowar
over establishing supremacy in the
area.

They added Kanai Matabbor, a fol-
lower of Shar Alj, returned home after a
long time on Monday. Hearing the

of Delowar

member said apart from the election-
time government issue, the party
would also propose that parliament is
dissolved and army is deployed before
the elections, a level-playing field for
all parties is ensured and controversial
government officials are not given any
type of election duties.

CJ may fly
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month's leave since October 3.
Replying to a question, the official,
who wished not to be named, said
the CJ himself can extend his leave
anytime.

The letter would reach the law
ministry which would forward it to
the president through the prime
minister's office, he said.

The official also said whenever the
chief justice goes on leave or abroad,
the SC authorities inform the presi-
dent about the matter so that he can
assign another judge of the apex
court to discharge the CJ's duties.

Law Secretary ASSM Zahirul
Haque Dulal told this correspondent
his office received the letter yesterday.

Meanwhile, Supreme Court Bar
Association, which is currently domi-
nated by pro-BNP lawyers, led by its
President Zainul Abedin and
Secretary AM Mahbub Uddin
Khokon, staged demonstrations on
the SCBA premises yesterday protest-
ing what they said confinement of
the chief justice.

The BNP claimed the CJ was sent
on a forced leave.

Nitai Roy Chowdhury, Abed Raza,
Taimur Alam Khandker, Gazi Kamrul
Islam Sajal, Umme Kulsum Rekha,
among others, spoke on the occasion.

On the other hand, ruling Awami
League-backed lawyers' body
Bangabandhu Awami Ainjibi
Parishad held a meeting at the North
Hall of the SCBA building yesterday.

They alleged the pro-BNP and pro-
Jamaat lawyers were doing politics
over the CJ's leave.

Attorney General Mahbubey Alam,
AL Presidium Member Advocate
Abdul Matin Khasru, Bangabandhu
Awami Ainjibi Parishad's Convener
vusuf Hossain Humayun and its
Member Secretary Sheikh Fazle Noor
Taposh, Bangladesh Bar Council Vice
Chairman Abdul Baset Majumder,
among others, spoke at the meeting.

Happier
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They analysed such measures as blood
ressure, resting heart rate, weight, cho-
sterol, and blood sugar - potential risk
factors for cardiovascular disease.

Men who had described their mar-
riages as "improving” had better cho-
lesterol readings and a healthier
weight years later, the team reported
in the Journal of Epidemiology &
Community Health.

Unions described as "deteriorating”,
on the odler hand, "were associated with
worsening di
"Changes in the quality of a ma
tal relationship appear to predict
(cardiovascular disease) risk," the
study authors concluded.

Little change, however, was noted
for men who had reported being in a
¢ good or ¢ bad

6,300 in no-man's land
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are yet to get any directives about
them.”

Kabir Ahmed, who is from
Panirchara area of Maungdaw, said,
“We came not to stay here forever. We
will return to our country if the
Myanmar government gives us citizen-
ship status.”

LAND MINE CURSE

Sabikunnahar, 45, fled Myanmar in
early September and lost her two legs
while crossing the border.

“She was unaware that mines were
planted in the bordering area. She was
taken to Chittagong Medical College
where she took treatment for around
one month. A few days ago she came to
this no-man's land,” said Arif Ahmed,
who was her neighbour in Myanmar.

Nurul Amin, a farmer who owned
around 15 acres of land and a number
of shrimp hatcheries in Tombru Right
area of Maungdaw, said he along with
his five family members arrived on
August 27.

“We do not want to stay in no-man's
land anymore. We want to go to
camps,” he said.

Nurul added, “The Myanmar army
has laid mines in the border area. My
10-year-old son Mustakim was badly
injured when he crossed the border on
September 3. He is yet to recover.”

Human Rights Watch in a report last
month said Myanmar forces have laid
landmines during attacks on villages
and along the Bangladesh border,
posing a grave risk to Rohingyas fleeing
atrocities.

“The dangers faced by thousands of
Rohingyas fleeing atrocities in Burma
[Myanmar] are deadly enough without
adding landmines to the mix,” said
Meenakshi Ganguly, South Asia direc-
tor, calling upon Myanmar to immedi-
ately stop the use of antipersonnel
landmines and joining the 1997 Mine
Ban Treaty.

Meanwhile, the death toll from
Sunday's capsize of an overloaded
refugee boat in the Naf River rose to 23
as police in Cox's Bazar said the bodies
of another nine Myanmar nationals
washed up on the shore.

Among the nine, three were found
on Monday night and six early yester-
day. More than half of the victims were
children, officials said.

Late last month, more than 60
refugees were feared to have died when
the boat carrying them from Myanmar
sank due to rough weather in the Bay.

Villagers at Shah Porir Dwip, where
the boats mostly land, told AFP that the
Rohingyas were increasingly travelling
at night to avoid strict border patrols in
Bangladesh, making the journey even
more dangerous.

'NOWJUST BEGGARS'

A number of Rohingyas sheltered in
the no-man’s land were rich and even
owned personal vehicles back in their
b land. Some are well educated,

marriage, said the team, and specu-
lated this may be due to "habitua-
tion" to their situation.

‘The researchers warned their study
was merely observational and could
not show conclusively that an improv-
ing marriage results in better health.

But assuming this was the case,
"then marriage counselling for couples
with deteriorating relationships may
have added benefits in terms of phy
cal health over and above psychologi-
cal well-being," the authors wrote.

Given that the men were still rela-
tively young when taking part in the
study, it is too early to know how
their relative health risks would trans-
late into actual di

Previous studies had already shown
married men to have a lower risk, on
average, for cardiovascular disease
such as heart attack or stroke.

"Further research needs to determine
if effective marriage counselling, or
when appropriate, abandoning a deteri-
orating relationship, has longer-term
physical health benefits,” said the team.

can speak English while some claim to
have completed graduation.

Sayeed Alam is one of them. He says
he graduated in biochemistry from
Sittwe University in Rakhine and com-
pleted his education in 2008. Higher
education for Muslim students has
been completely banned from 2012, he
dded.

“In Maungdaw, my father and
grandfather held the post of village
administrator. We were solvent. But
now we are just beggars.”

His seven other brothers also stud-
ieduptoClassX.

“I'was agood student and that's why
my father spent a huge amount of
money on me. I used to teach children
in my village,” Sayeed said.

The 30-year-old married Momtaz
Hossain just six months ago. “I came
here on September 5 with my family
members. 1 do not know what lies
ahead. But we want a permanent solu-
tion and want to go back to Myanmar.”

Sayeed said he had 20 acres of farm-

land and a 10-acre garden very close to
Bangladesh border. He was in “very
good terms” with local authorities of
Myanmar.

“When violence erupted, I con-
tacted BGP and local authorities and
they assured me that everything will be
fine. But I myself witnessed that a
house next to mine was set afire,” said
Sayeed, who owned two private cars.

“Then I decided to cross the border
as 1 have good Bangladeshi friends. I
left everything and started staying in
makeshift tents built with polythene
sheets and bamboos in this no-man's
land.”

The story of Deen Mohammad,
another refugee, is quite interesting. He
claims to have studied in Yangon
University and worked as an inter-
preter between Bangladesh and
Myanmar officials.

“In the last 10 years, | worked as an
interpreter during the BGB-BGP flag
meetings. But my son had to suffer
bullet injuries while army was shoot-
ing indiscriminately in my village,” he

sai
'FULLALERT'

More than 5,20,000 Rohingyas have
crossed over into Bangladesh since
August 25 after insurgent attacks on
police posts in Rakhine triggered a
brutal military operation.

The rate had slowed to about 2,000
refugees per day last week, but on
Monday, an estimated 12,000 of them
entered Cox's Bazar as a severe food
crisis and violence in Myanmar trig-
gered a fresh exodus.

The UN Refugee Agency puts the
figure at 11,000.

"We're back in a situation of full
alert as far as influxes are concerned. It
is a big increase to see 11,000,"
UNHCR spokesperson Adrian
Edwards said at a news briefing in
Geneva yesterday.

“UNHCR is working with the
Bangladesh authorities on a transit
centre to prepare for a potential refugee
influx in the (ummg days,” he said,
adding, “This is in view of Monday's
sudden increase in people arriving
from Myanmar.”

UNHCR sources say that many of
the new refugees came from the
Buthidaung area in northern Rakhine.
Buthidaung town is some 25 kilo-
metres east of Maungdaw, writes our
diplomatic correspondent.

Some said they fled torching and
killings back home; a boy was seen
with a big gash across his neck. Others
said they left in fear ahead of antici-
pated violence.

To reach Bangladesh, they walked
for up to 14 days. Many were carrying
children and baskets containing what-
ever they could pack at short notice.
They waded through marshland before
swimming across the Naf River that
divides the two countries.

Many women and children could
not swim and had to ride piggyback on
volunteer swimmers. Some used
inflated plastic bags and UNHCR
tarpaulins as makeshift flotation
devices, said the spokesperson.
SINGAPORE'S AID
The Singapore government sent 7.162
metric tons of relief materials for the
Rohingyas in Bangladesh yesterday.

A cargo flight from Singapore
landed at Chittagong Shah Amanat
International Airport with the relief
goods in the morning.

Divisional Commissioner of
Chittagong Mohammad Abdul
Mannan received the relief materials
from Singapore's Defence and Foreign
Affairs Minister Dr Mohamad Maliki
bin Osman.

The items included tents, dynamo
lights, blankets, medical supplies, meal
packs, solar puffs and collapsible jerry-
cans, Habibur Rahman, Additional
Deputy Commissioner told BSS.

S looted o e that evening,

An hour-long clash between the
two groups followed and left Jahura
dead and 29 others injured. A number
of houses were also damaged during

Gobindapur, Khagor and Gurdia
villages under Atghar union.

Bogra's Tufan
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The incident led to a huge outcry in
the country with a demand for ensur-
ing justice for the victims and hand-
ing out exemplary punishment to the
culpri
The accused in the charge sheet of
the rape case are Tufan, his wife
Tasmin Rahman Asha, 20, her sister
and municipal councillor Marjia
Hasan Rumki, 35, their mother
Lovely alias Rumi, Tufan's associ-
ates—Atikur Rahman Atik, 25,
Munna, 24, Ali Azam Dipu, 25,
Mehedi Hasan alias Rupom, 26,
Samiul Haque alias Shimul, 25, and
Emarat Alam Khan alias Jitu, 23.
Tufan's father-in-law Jamilur
Rahman, 60, and barber Robidas
alias Jotin, 25, who shaved the heads
of the victim and her mother at
Tufan's behest were earlier shown
arrested in the rape case but the
mvemgquun officer dropped their
names in the charge sh
Jamilur, Jotin and another local
woman, Anjuara Begum, were also
named in the torture case along with
the 10 persons charged in the rape case.
All but Shimul and Anjuara are now
behind bars. Among the accused,
Munna, Atik and Jotin gave mnﬁs-
sional before the

On i in the
oo sectoe, he il Banghdesh was
eyeing a tripartite hydroelectric project
with Bhutan. When the project was taken
up, itwas clearly understood that it would
beatripartiteagreement, headded.

He said the idea was that electricity
from Bhutan would be transferred to
India who would subsequently sell it
to Bangladesh. “But I think it was a
wrong way to go.... It would create a
lot of problems and it would also be
against public opinion. So I think we
should make it as smooth as possible.
Otherwise, we would lose out on that.”

Referring to killings by the Indian
Border Security Force in the international
border, Gowher said, “Border causalities
have gone down. We want a border with
zero death. But we have to be mindful
aboutdrugand human trafficking "

On the Rohingya crisis, he said not
everything that has been done was in
the public domain, because a lot were
happening than what meets the eye.

“It's important on our part to under-
stand that every country has multiple
interests and multiple concerns. And we
should not measure the relationships
between the two countries on a single
line. T think it is folly to say that you are
with us oryou are against us.”

He said Bangladesh expects its
friends to play a very important role. In
this context, the adviser said India was
the first country to send relief aid to
Chittagong and it has been the largest
supplier of relief materials.

“But the people in Bangladesh need
to see more visible public support. We

from han's Dhaka

Massive cholera
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and supported by the World Health
Organization (WHO) and Unicef, is
being held in Ukhia and Teknaf, where
more than half a million people have
arrived from across the border since
August, joining vast numbers already
residing in a series of settlements and
camps.

The first round of the campaign will
cover 650,000 children aged one year
and older. The second round will com-
mence on 31 October and will target
250,000 children between the ages of
one and five years with an additional
dose of the vaccine for added protection,
thepressrelease said.

“This is the second largest oral
vaccination campaign in the world
after Haiti in 2016," says Edouard
Beigbeder, Unicef Representative in
Bangladesh. “Cholera is a dangerous
disease, especially among children
living in cramped, unhygienic condi-
tions. Prevention is essential.”

Inthelastweek, atleast 10,292 cases of
diarrhoea have been reported and treated
from across the settlements and camps.
'WHO has warned of the potential for an
outbreakof cholera.

Unicef and WHO are supporting
the health ministry with planning,
distribution, volunteer orientation,
npemmml costs and monitoring.

“Emergency vaccination saves lives,
The risk of cholera is clear and present,
and the need for decisive action appar-
ent,” says Dr N Paranietharan, WHO

5 ladesh

all have our geopolitical c
but this has strong ramification for the
security of our region. If we don't work
strongly oniit, jointly onit... I fear it may
undo some of the good works that have
happened over the years.”

BEI Chairman Farooq Sobhan said
though security was one of the key
issues in the India-Bangladesh rela-
tions since Bangladesh's independ-
ence, the two neighbours passed diffi-
cult time on this thorny issue as "some
insurgency groups were allegedly

In the charge sheet, the investiga-
tion officer mentioned that their
probe findings, judicial statement
and medical test report of the victim,
confessions of the accused and cir-
cumstantial evidences proved the
charges against the accused.

Following the incident, the teenage
girl and her mother were sent to a safe
home in Rajshahi on security grounds.

The prime accused, Tufan, was sent
to Kashimpur High Security Jail in
Gazipur from Bogra after allegations
of taking drugs inside Bogra jail arose.

sheltered in

“But today the se(umy cooperation
has improved significantly which
already made a positive impact on our
bilateral relations,” he said, adding
that Bangladesh and India should
work together to defeat threats of
terrorism and extremism both region-
allyand internationally.

Pinak Ranjan stressed the need for
proper utilisation of water resources by
India and Bangladesh to resolve the
water sharingissue.

“I prefer to term the issue water
management, not water sharing. We

“WHO is committed to mobilising
its full technical and operational
capacity to support the ministry and
our partners to protect, promote and
secure the health of this immensely
vulnerable population.”

In Ukhia 150 teams have been
deployed to vaccinate the target popu-
lation, while 55 teams, each compris-
ing of five members, have been
deployed in Teknaf.

10 burnt
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The factory authorities told them that
the accident happened around 5:30am
when the workers were receiving
melted iron from a furnace, he added.

Almash Shimul, additional manag-
ing director of GPH Ispat Ltd, said they
were investigating the incident to find
the reasons behind the accident.

Alauddin Talukdar, assistant sub-
inspector of CMCH police oulposl
said the injured were taken to th
CMCH around 6:30am.

A bitter tale
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the National Education Policy-2010, which stipulates
expanding of free primary education up to class-VIIl and
secondary education from class-IX to XII.

The next month, Mostafizur Rahman declared that there
would be no primary terminal examination for class-V since
the primary education was upgraded up to class-VIIL.

However, six days later, the cabinet decided that both
class-V and class-VIII terminal examinations would continue

until further notice.

Things tuned into a complete mess when the primary and
‘mass education ministry announced on October 20 that it would
not conduct the Junior School Certificate (JSC) and Junior Dakhil
Certificate (JDC) exams for class-VIIL Then the education ministry
stepped in and held the exams with nearly 20 lakh students.

Soon disagreement emerged between the two ministries
over the issue of extending the primary level education. The
ministries exchanged letters about the matter, but they were

yetto reach any solution.

Currently, there are around 63,000 government primary
schools where more than 2.19 crore students are being

taught by 3.22 lakh teachers.

On the other hand, 19,000 secondary schools provide
education up to class-X. Of these schools, there are 2,381
junior secondary schools providing education from classes
VI to VIIL These schools were supposed to go under the
jurisdiction of the primary education ministry.
DILLYDALLYING RIGHT FROM THE START

The issue of extending primary education has been facing
setbacks since the National Education Policy was approved

by parliamentin 2010.

The government had formed a sub-committee for upgrad-
ing the primary level in January 2011, but the committee failed
tosubmitany report, said sources in the ministry.

However, in 2013, the primary ministry introduced class-
VI at around 600 primary schools on a pilot basis, and the
plan was to take more primary schools under this initiative

and add higher classes in phases.

Buta number of problems began to surface soon, and the
1 due to difficulties in arranging
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classrooms and teachers. Besides, there was a basic difference
in the curriculum for the primary grades and for grade sixand
above, said an official of the primary ministry.

"That's why the mmlery could not pmceed further," said

an official of the primary ministry.

Under these circumstances, it is now unclear what will

happen to those 600 schools.

The official said implementation of the decision for
upgrading the primary education level would bea big task for
e government as it required a huge amount of money for
ﬂppomlmg additional teachers, their training and prepara-

tion of a new curriculum.
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