SPOTLIGHT

The UN Day of the Girl Chilc

Save the Cheerleader,
Save the World

was developed to ensure that
the world's girls are the driving force of tomorrow. The 2017

theme for the International Day of the Girl is The Power of
the Adolescent Girl: Vision for 2030.

Fuelled by the commitment to
end gender discrimination, the
UN urges targeted investments
and programmes to formulate
correct data of young girls glob-
ally and address the distinct
needs of the girls of the future.

What the UN acknowledges
on their route to Vision 2030 is
that the adolescent demogra-
phy is disappearing from public
awareness and the interna-
tional development agenda --
what cannot be measured
cannot be managed (11
October 2016 statement, UN).

Farah Kabir of ActionAid
Bangladesh says, “The issue
with gathering data on girls in
general in Bangladesh is partic-
ularly tricky because of how the
demography is categorised.
Where there are underprivi-
leged families of girls below the
age of 18, there are no state
facilities that adequately register girls specifically to their
age. They are not recorded properly by public health
sectors or family planning services.”

She gives a footnote that the underprivileged girls are
forced to grow up before adulthood and become child
brides and teenage mothers. Thus, they miss out on being
registered as adolescent girls from education institutes,
she adds.

"I keep insisting that this should not be the missing
population,’said Kabir.

For Bangladesh, 'The Power of the Adolescent Girl'
means to grant girls from all walks of life the same basic

privileges. It means to prevent
child marriages and gender
based violence. To guarantee
education further than the
mandatory eight grade, and a
definite end to deprivation and
marginalisation.

To resolve the predicament
of adolescent girls being forced
into adulthood, Kabir said there
must be targeted projects
towards these girls.“The gov-
ernment must invest and allo-
cate in the budget, targeting
young girls and their require-
ments.”

It is very important for
organisations to provide special
programmes for child brides
and teen mothers to continue
their education and creative
activities.

Even though their communi-
ties force them into that life, it is
the responsibility of the wealth-
ler section of the country to make ways to provide them
with rights and privileges to experience the ideal lifestyle
of an adolescent girl.

Through sports, arts, access to libraries, cultural institu-
tions and all sorts of creative outlets provided by caring
organisations, these girls can flourish to their full poten-
tial and develop themselves and the nation. We must be
adamant to count each and every girl regardless of them
being poor or being forced to be child brides and teen
mothers, because all girls count.

By Sanumkia Siddiqui
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First Alexandrite at 5 Hz.
Now Even Faster
with Moveo
Technology!
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Bangladesh

+Hair Removal

+Vascular Treatments

*Benign Pigmented Lesions
*Non-Ablative Skin Rejuvenation
*Pseudofolliculitis Barbae (PFB)
+Onychomycosis

New : Alex at 5 Hz!
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The Code of Excellence

Dr. Jhumu Khan

MBBS (DMC), DCD (UK),

MSc(Germany) Board Member WOCPM,
Diplomat (WOSAAM) Dermatologist, Anti aging
1 & Regenerative Medicine Specialist
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