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Police raid opposi

group Open Russia
AFP, Moscow

Russian police yesterday
raided the Moscow offices
of opposition movement
and website Open Russia,
which is financed by exiled
former oligarch Mikhail
Khodorkovsky.
Investigators also searched
private homes of Open
Russia employees in the
early morning raids, the
group’s website said

Turkey kills five 'PKK

militants' in Mugla
AFP, Istanbul

Turkish security forces
erday killed five sus-
pul(d Kurdish militants
in what is a usually peace-
ful western region popular
with European tourists,
state media said. The mem-
bers of the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers' Party
(PKK) were found by
security forces in a forest
area in the Koycegiz dis-
trict of the Mediterranean
Mugla province, the state-
run Anadolu news agency
said

3 US soldiers killed

in Niger ambush
AFP, Washington

Three US soldiers and one
from another nation were
killed when a joint US-

Philippine Defense Secretary Delfin Lorenzana (C) aims an automatic rifle during the turnover ceremony of China's urgent mi
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to the Philippines at the military camp in Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon city, metro Manila, Philippines yesterday.

ry assistance
PHOTO: REUTERS

Rift grows over elite

paramilitary unit

REUTERS, Islamabad

An unexplained dispute between Pakistan's interior min-
ister and an elite paramilitary unit under his command is
adding to political confusion in Islamabad, prompting
questions about a rift in ties between civilian leaders and
the powerful military.

The spat comes at a moment of heightened concern over
the feverish political climate in nuclear-armed Pakistan,
which the United States seeks to include in its new strategy
forSouth Asia.

Interior Minister Ashan Igbal was taken by surprise when the
elite Rangers unit, which provides security around parliament,
withdrewits ithor on

"Twas told the Rangers have umld\emllvwxlhdmwu from
the important installations where they were on duty, which,
for us, was shocking,” Iqbal told domestic television chan-
nel Dawn News.

"This was a gross violation."

Outside parliament yesterday, the country's Frontier
Constabulary was on guard instead. A police official on
duty confirmed the Rangers were no longer stationed there.

"The order for them to leave did not come from the inte-
rior ministry, it must have come from somewhere else," said
the official, who asked not to be identified because of the
sensitivity of the topic.

The Rangers had this week denied Igbal entry to a court
building where matters relating to an anti-graft case
against Sharif were being heard, prompting him to
threaten to resign, saying he refused to be "a puppet inte-

Ready for two-front war

Indian Air Force chief asserts New Delhi's
preparedness to counter any threat from China

NDTV ONLINE

The Indian Air Force has the
locating, fixing and striking across the bor-
der, Air Chief Marshal BS Dhanoa said
yesterday, adding that any decision on a

pability of

chief said Chinese forces are still present in
Tibet's Chumbi Valley and have not with-
drawn completely.
"We expect them to withdraw, " he said
Barely a month after the winding down of

11 women
stabbed in
Karachi

AFP, Karachi

Pakistan police announced
a reward of nearly $5,000
yesterday for information
that could help them nab a
serial attacker who has
stabbed 11 women so far in

Most foreign troops can
leave 'within four years'

Says Afghan president as US to ask Nato allies
for some 1,000 more troops to battle Taliban

AGENCIES

Armed Services Committee on Tuesday,

senior military leaders said they foresaw a

Niger patrol was

an

d-offwith India at the Sikki

ambushed near the border
with Mali in southwest
Niger, the Pentagon con-
firmed d.

Pentagon said two other
Us soldiers were wounded
in the attack which took
place while they were

ing Nigerien counter-
terror operations in the
troubled area

Brunei sultan marks

golden jubilee
AFP, Bandar Seri Begawan

Brunei's all-powerful and
fabulously wealthy sultan
marked 50 years on the
throne in lavish style yes-
terday, travelling in a
gilded chariot through the
streets and holding a tradi-
tion-filled ceremony at his
golden-domed palace. An
absolute monarchy with
strict Islamic laws, Brunei
is one of the world's
wealthiest nations thanks
to abundant oil and gas
reserves.

strike would be the government's.
asserted that India is prepared to
counter any threat from China and is also
ready to face a two-front war.

"We need a strength of 42 squadrons to
carry out full spectrum operations, but it
doesn’'t mean we can't fight a
two-front scenario. There is a
Plan B,” he said at a press con-
ference ahead of Air Force Day.

The Air Chief had been
asked on Pakistan's recent
boast of short-range nuclear
weapons to counter India and
also on the Doklam standoff
thatended in August.

Army chief General Bipin
Rawat had said last month that
the country should be prepared
for a two-front war, stressi
that China had started "flexing
its muscles” 2
to be no scope for reconciliation with
Pakistan, whose military and polity saw India
astheadversary.

Air Marshal Dhanoa said the possibility
ofatwo-frontwar in the current geopolitical
scenario is low.

The Air Force is "ready for full spectrum
operation”, he said. The Air Force would
achieve its sanctioned strength of 42 fighter
squadrons by 2032

Referring to the Doklam standoff, the Air

Chinese forces are still
present in Tibet's
Chumbi Valley: Dhanoa

border, the Chinese army is back to building a
road on the Doklam Plateau, just 10 km from
the location of the last conflict. The Doklam
Plateau is claimed by both Beijing and Bhutan
as theirterritory. India backs Bhutan's claim.
In mid-] June, Indian soldiers crossed the
kim border to stop the
com\mruon of a Chinese road
near the "Chicken's Neck", a
thin strip that links India to its
northeastern states. After
nearly 70 days of soldiers from
bothssi taring down at each
other just 150 metres apart, the
conflict, described as the worst
in decades, subsided with both
countries accepting that they
were withdrawing their troops,
though details were sketchy.
China pulled back its bull-
dozers and other road-making
equipment, said officials in
Delhi at the time. Chinese officers said the
weather would be among the factors that
would determine its plans for construction.
Now, barely 10 kilometres from the loca-
tion of the stand-off, China is expanding an
existing track, reinforcing its claim to the dis-
puted and remote Doklam Plateau. India
backs Bhutan's claim to the region and has
made it clear that it will not tolerate any infra-
structure that would allow China access to the
Chicken's Neck, located just south of Doklam.

the port megacity of
Karachi.

The attacks began late
last month when a man on
a motorcycle began sporad-
ically wounding women
walking on streets in the
eastern part of the sprawl-
ing city.

They escalated late
Wednesday when the
attacker targeted five
women in different parts of
the neighbourhood, bring-
ing the total number of
women assaulted to 11 and
alarming authorities.

CCTV footage of one
attack shows the man stab-
bing a burqa-clad woman
from behind and then
fleeing, police said

"It is the pattern that he
attacks on the women from
rear with some sharp
pointed object... We have
arrested at least eight indi-

als having similarities
appearance of the
attacker,” Samiullah
Soomro, a senior police
officer, told AFP.

Afghan President Ashraf Ghani said he
believes most foreign troops will be able to
leave "within four years", even as he praised
US President Donald Trump's recent plan to
keep forces in the country indefinitely.

Most US and coalition troops withdrew at
the end of 2014, after which Afghan troops
struggled to contain resurgent
Taliban militants and a nascent
Islamic State presence.

Foreign troops have since
returned to providing more
support for Afghan forces and
in August Trump announced a
plan that will send thousands
of additional US and allied
troops to advise and assist the
Afghans, including by provid-
ing more air strikes,

"Within four years, we think
our security forces would be
able to do the constitutional
thmg, which is the claim of
zgmumk monopoly of power," Ghani told
the BBC response to a question about

He nevertheless
to base US troop levels on "conditions on the
ground and not arbitrary timetables”.

In 2016, Nato and coalition countries
committed to funding Afghan security
forces until at least 2020 to the tune of more
than $4 billion peryear, reported Reuters.

At a hearing before the US Senate's

Ghani praises Trump's
plan to keep forces in
Afghanistan indefinitely

long commitment to Afghanistan.
"Certainly we may have advisers there ten
years from now," Defense Secretary Jim
Mattis said.
General Joseph Dunford, chairman of the

zon" for the international mili-
tary presence.

Meanwhile, the US is to ask
Natoallies to contribute around
1,000 extra troops to help in the
battle against the resurgent
Taliban in Afghanistan, the new
US ambassador to the alliance

ay.
Bailey Hutchison said the
forces would add to the roughly
3,000 US troops who are already
on their way to Afghanistan
under President Donald
Trump's new strategy against
the militants, reported AFP.

The human rights group Amnesty
International urged European nations yester-
day to stop sending Afghans who do not qual-
ify for asylum back to their "deeply unsafe”
home country, saying the policy risked causing
seriousharm to those affected

The call comes after a steady ris
lence over recent years as the Taliban has
gained ground across the country and cities
including the capital Kabul have been hit by
awave of suicide attacks.
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India struggles to
rein in border flows

REUTERS, New Delhi

Stopping Rohingya refugees from crossing India’s porous
eastern border with Bangladesh is straining the resources of
guards battling to halt a flow of smuggled cattle in the oppo-
site direction, security officials say.

More than half a million Muslim Rohingya, a stateless
ethnic minority, have fled Myanmar for Bangladesh since
violence erupted on Aug 25, but it is not clear how many
then sought to travel on to India.

Last month India ordered its border guards to use "rude
and crude” methods, such as "chilli and stun grenades”, to
block their entry.

But that directive clashes with another task India’s Hindu
nationalist government has set its border guards - to keep
cows, seen by many Hindus as sacred, from being smuggled
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cial of India's Border
Security Force (BSF),
which has about 30,000
troops patrolling the
frontier with Bangladesh,
said in New Delhi, the
capital.

"The collective duty to
seize cattle and push
Rohingyas is having a
negative impact on the
morale of our troops,”
added the official, who
declined to be identified because he was not authorised to
speak to the media.

"We have conveyed this message to the top government
officials.”

He was one of four senior officials who told Reuters that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government must decide
which task should get priority.

An official of the Indian home ministry told Reuters the
authorities were working to tackle the concerns of the bor-
der guards, who have been successful in blocking entry of
the Rohingya.

India wants to deport about 40,000 Rohingya refugees
who arrived in previous years, calling them a threat to
national security, dmplkdn outcry from rights groups.

Since the violence in Myanmar, there has been a sudden
rise in the number of cattle coming from India, said traders

Since the vmlen(e in Myanmar,
there has been a sudden rise
in the number of cattle coming
from India: Bangladesh trader
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