DHAKATHURSDAY OCTOBER 5, 2017, ASHWIN 20,1424 BS

Acting chief
justice warns
court officials
against graft

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Justice Md Abdul Wahhab Miah, who
has taken charge as chief justice in
the absence of Surendra Kumar
Sinha, yesterday warned the bench
officers and assistant bench officers
of the High Court of stern action,
including termination, if they were
found involved in irregularities and
corruption.

He also directed them to send the
case documents to the relevant sec-
tions immediately after the judges
sign the files and finish their jobs
within the day.

Justice Wahhab Miah made the
call at a meeting attended by bench
officers and assistant bench officers at
the Supreme Court auditorium, meet-
ing sources said.

The acting CJ also asked them not
to change the cause list and said that
action would be taken if anyone does
this.

He went on to urge his fellow
judges to work in such a manner so
that the image of the judiciary is not
tarnished. He asked them to hold
court proceedings timely and not to
keep judgments pending after the
completion of case hearings.

SC registrar general Syed Aminul
Isalm and several HC officials were
present.

Chief Justice Sinha went on a
month's leave on Tuesday on health
grounds. The law ministry on
Monday night issued a gazette,
appointing Justice Wahhab, the
senior most judge of the Appellate
Division, as the acting CJ.

Troubled Unesco
begins picking
new leader

AFP, Paris

The board of the UN's cultural body
yesterday began vetting eight candi-
dates vying to head an organisation
accused of bias in the Israeli-

Trump tells Puerto

Rico to be

‘proud’

of low storm toll

AFP, Guaynabo

President Donald Trump shook hands
with storm survivors in Puerto Rico
and told them to be "proud" the island
did not lose more lives to Hurricane
Maria, on a trip designed to quiet
criticism of his administration's
response to the disaster.

The US president, alongside First
Lady Melania Trump, visited the
middle class suburb of Guaynabo,
walking among trees and signs felled
two weeks ago by Maria's jet-blast
winds.

Trump asked residents about their
homes, posed for photos and stopped
into a church along the way to shoot
rolls of paper towel basketball-style
into a crowd snapping pictures on their
cellphones.

Nearly two weeks after Maria
thrashed through the US territory,

much of the island remains short of
food and without access to power or
drinking water.

The administration's critics said
the early response was not fast
enough or on a scale that could help
the island’s 3.4 million American
citizens.

A fortnight later, seven percent of
the island has electricity, more than
9,000 people are living in shelters, and
just 40 percent of telecommunications
are back up. Thousands of homes -
most of them made of wood -- have
been destroyed, according to the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency.

After touching down at Muniz Air
National Guard Base, beginning his
five hour trip, Trump rallied disaster
management workers telling them
they "can be very proud” of their
response.

The music maker
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from the Chittagong Hill Tracts to
grow at his village home. To achieve
perfection in a flute's tuning he consid-
ers the ultimate challenge.

“The flute is more difficult to play
than other instruments,” he explains.
“While any instrument will have the
standard twelve distinct tones to an
octave according to music theory, in
the flute you will find only six. Yet to
play the flute properly one has to
achieve 22 distinct tones, which is
really a challenge. I think a part of that
is wholly inspired; there’s creativity in
itthatrelies on akind of sixth sense.”

Yet the most difficult instrument to
make was not a flute but a traditional
instrument called an anandalahori,
locally known as a khomok.

“I used to play one,” Nikhil recalls,
“and 1 started teaching it too but I came
tounderstand that to play it well Iwould
have to learn much more. I spent long
days with the khomok and tried to make
one. It took 22 years to complete the

conflict and foot-dragging
on reforms.

The UN Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization infuriated
Israel and its staunch ally the United
States by granting full membership to
Palestine in 2011

Both countries suspended their
funding to the agency -- best-known
for its prestigious World Heritage List
-- over the move.

Most recently, the Paris-based
body delighted Palestinians when it
declared the Old City of Hebron in
the occupied West Bank an endan-
gered World Heritage site.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu called the vote "another
delusional decision" by Unesco,
which promotes quality education
and cultural development around the
world.

Hindu youth
FROM PAGE 18

causing a tension in the area.
Muslims then brought out a proces-
sion in Gopalpur town on Tuesday.

The officer-in-charge of Gopalpur
police held a meeting with the local
association of Imams and other local
Muslims. To quell the situation, Sub-
inspector Mohammad Hannan filed a
case against Bilash on Tuesday eve-
ning bringing an allegation of hurting
religious sentiments of local
Muslims, OC Hasan Al Mamun said.

A police team led by SI Jamil
Khan, investigation officer of the
case, arrested Bilash, a student of
Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University
in Dhaka and organising secretary of
the university unit of BCL, in
Mymensingh town early yesterday,
the OC said.

He was later produced before the
Senior Judicial Magistrate's Court in
Tangail, and the court sent him to jail
rejecting his bail prayer.

Miss World
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information about her previous mar-
riage.

Miss World competitions around
the world have a rule stipulating that
contestants are “not be married nor
have ever been married or have chil-
dren,” according to the rules pub-
lished by various editions of the
competition.

The controversy over the issue
began moments after Jannatul, hail-
ing from Chittagong, was announced
Miss World Bangladesh 2017. Some
of the judges soon told the media
that she was not even among the
finalists, cyemnga firestorm of criti-
cism in social me

According to various media reports
Jannatul Nayeem got married on
March 21, 2013 and the couple parted
ways two and a half months later.

task; y Isucceeded.”
He teaches more than 150 students
instrument-making, including at both
Khulna University and the Khulna
University of Engineering and
Technology. He has his own academy
in Khulna City’s Upper Jessore Road.
Every Thursday he gives free music
lessons at the Muroli Folk Institution
and Museum he established in 2010 in
his home village. Many of Nikhil's
former students work as professional
musicians, athome and abroad.
“Along with fourteen classmates 1
took lessons from Nikhil for three
years,” says Upol Kumar Das, 21, a
student of Khulna University's fine arts
department. “Now I can make a dotara
though it is a tiresome business! One

needs full dedication to do it prop-
erly.

“Nikhil is a multitalented instru-
mentalist and keen folk performer,”
says veteran filmmaker and Ekushey
Padak recipient Tanvir Mokammel.
“He has contributed music to several
of my films including 'Chitra Nadir
Pare’, "Lalsalu’ and 'Lalon and Rabeya'.

Nikhil likes to travel village to vil-
lage when he can, with the aim of
fostering appreciation in the ancient
instruments of Bengal among the
country's younger generation.

“A person can learn music at any
time in their life,” says Nikhil, “but age
five or six is the prime time to enrol. If
children find music amusing it's a joy
that can last a lifetime. Music can do
everything to make a man. He can
forget mental agonies and sorrows. It's
aspring of creativity to remedy unhap-
piness. With music, even a physically
exhausted person can be mentally
free.”

Nikhil believes a quality instrument
is inseparable from an accomplished
performance.

“Ihave observed hundreds of musi-
cians. Very few can make an instru-
ment,” he says. “Yet without one even a
singer cannot perform properly; music
will lose its gravity and appeal. For this
reason 1 am dedicated to making
instruments. It requires a lot of perse-
verance.”

Nikhil's homemade dotaras have
achieved particular acclaim; hardly a
day passes when he does not receive a
new order for a dotara or flute from
abroad. “I want to live in Khulna for
the rest of my life,” he says, “I want to
play my own instruments and enrich
the indigenous music traditions of
Bangladesh.”

All 3b accounts
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backup email addresses, which could
make it easier to break into other
accounts held by the users.

Many Yahoo users have multiple
accounts, so far fewer than 3 billion
were affected, but the theft ranks as the
largest to date, and a costly one for the
internet pioneer.

Verizon in February lowered its
original offer by $350 million for
Yahoo assets in the wake of two massive
cyberattacks at the internet company.

Some lawyers asked whether
Verizon would look for a new opportu-
nity to address the price.

"This is a bombshell," said Mark
Molumphy, lead counsel in a share-
holder derivative lawsuit against
Yahoo's former leaders over disclosures
about the hacks.

Verizon did not respond to a request
for comment about any possible law-
suitover the deal.

Verizon, the likely main target of
legal actions, also could be challenged
as it launches a new brand, Oath, to
link its Yahoo, AOL and Huffington
Postinternet properties.

In August in the separate lawsuit
brought by Yahoo's users, US Judge
Lucy Koh in San Jose, California, ruled
Yahoo must face nationwide litigation
brought on behalf of owners accounts
who said their personal information
was compromised in the three
breaches. Yanchunis, the lawyer for the
users, said his team planned to use the
new information later this month to
expandingits allegations.

Also on Tuesday, Senator John
Thune, chairman of the US Senate
Commerce Committee, said he plans
to hold a hearing later this month over
massive data breaches at Equifax Inc
and Yahoo. The US Securities and
Exchange Commission already had
been probing Yahoo over the hacks.

The closing of the Verizon deal,
which was first announced in July, had
been delayed as the c

Yahoo's core business.

A Yahoo official emphasized
Tuesday that the 3 billion figure
included many accounts that were
opened but that were never, or only
briefly, used.

The company said it was sending
email notifications to additional
affected useraccounts.

The new revelation follows months
of scrutiny by Yahoo, Verizon,
cybersecurity firms and law enforce-
ment that failed to identify the full
scope of the 2013 hack.

The investigation underscores how
difficult it was for companies to get
ahead of hackers, even when they know
their networks had been compro-
mised, said David Kennedy, chief exec-
utive of cybersecurity firm TrustedSEC
LLC.

Companies often do not have sys-
tems in place to gather up and store all
the network activity that investigators
could use to follow the hackers' tracks.

'P45 from Boris'
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Boris,” he told reporters as he was
escorted from the conference centre in
Manchester, northwest England.

"Hi Boris Johnson, I gave Theresa her
P45 just like you asked," he later wrote
onTwitter.

Delegates chanted "Out! Out!" as he
was ushered away and there were big
cheers when he left the auditorium.

Brodkin has a track record of pulling
offsuchstunts.

He once threw a pile of fake dollars
at the then world football chief Sepp
Blatter duringa press conference.

May seemed unruffled by the inter-
ruption, which came just as she was
turning to speak about the opposition
Labour leader.

“"I'was about to talk about someone I
want to give a P45 to: leremy Corbyn,"
shesaid to d

assessed the fallout from two data
breaches that Yahoo disclosed last year.
The company paid $4.48 billion for

May’s speech was later repeatedly halted
by coughing fits, for which finance minister
PhilipHammondgave herasweet.
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Govt seeks
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After a bilateral meeting with Kyaw
Tint Swe, union minister for the
Office of Myanmar's State Counsellor
on Monday in Dhaka, Mahmood told
reporters that Rohingya population
would be verified by the Joint
Working Group, but without UN
involvement.

"Bangladesh has proposed signing
a bilateral agreement [with Myanmar|
for the repatriation [of Rohingyas]
and handed over a draft to the
Myanmar delegation,” he added

But the move to resolve the crisis
bilaterally created serious confusion
among foreign affairs experts, includ-
ing serving and former diplomats,
who strongly viewed that it would
not be wise to go ahead with the
repatriation process without UN
involvement.

Though the experts saw the visit of
Myanmar's minister to Bangladesh
and proposal to take back its nation-
als “positively,” they mentioned that
“there is no reason to trust them
[Myanmar] as the country may have
an intention to defuse the global
outcry over the persecution of
Rohingyas.”

Under these circumstances, the
foreign minister solicited support
from the UN to ensure the return of
the Myanmar nationals.

While briefing the two top UN
officials yesterday about the influx of
Rohingyas, the foreign minister said
over 500,000 Rohingyas entered
Bangladesh in just one month, the
release added.

He also mentioned that the pres-
ence of over 900,000 forcibly dis-
placed Myanmar nationals was creat-
ing a serious humanitarian challenge
for Bangladesh.

The foreign minister informed the
UN officials that Bangladesh
emphasised the importance of sus-
tainable return of the Rohingyas
during the meeting with Myanmar's
minister Kyaw Tint Swe.

Ctg Shibir
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Shibir cadre Nasir is accused in 36
cases including murder and arms filed
with different police stations in
Chittagong.

With the rise of Shibir cadres in the
early 80's, Shibir factions had been
dominating different educational
institutes including Government
Chittagong College and Government
Haji Muhammad Mohsin College and
Chittagong University.

Drivers still
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wrong side overnight but the fre-
quency of the crime was declining
gradually. “The drive will continue
and we are hopeful that it will come
toanend.”

DMP conducted a three-day spe-
cial operation from September 24
against driving on the wrong side. On
the first day, police fined 57 drivers
for going against traffic on Hare
Road. Drivers of a state minister, a
lawmaker, several top bureaucrats, an
army officer and journalists were
among those penalised.

Vehicles of a senior and a deputy
secretary of the home ministry, an
additional secretary of the communi-
cations ministry and an officer of the
public administration ministry were
also fined.

The driver of Mafruha Sultana,
secretary of rural development and
co-operatives division, was fined on
two consecutive days. Mafruha was in
the car on both occasions.

On September 26, police penalised
SUVs of a top-ranking police officer, a
joint secretary, and more than 57 motor-
cyclists on Hare Road and Bijoy Sarani.

According to DMP records, traffic
police fined 1,16,026 vehicles in the
last fiscal year for going against traffic.

'Robber" killed
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robbery, a police team led by offi-
cer-in-charge of Bhairab Police
Station Muklesur Rathman raided the
area around 3.30am, said
Mohammad Ali Zinnah, officer-in-
charge (Investigation) of Bhairab
Police Station

Sensing police presence the
alleged robbers fired some 30
round of bullets on the police team,
the OC said, and the police retaliated
with 20 rounds of gunshots.

After the gunfight police found a
wounded Sohagh and rushed him
to Bhairab Upazila Health Complex
where the doctors declared him dead,
said the OC.

He had bullet wounds on his
back. Shohag's boy was sent to
Kishoreganj General Hospital
morgue for autopsy.

Two policemen - Assistant Sub
Inspector Habibullah and
Constable Abdul Wahab - sustained
bullet wounds in their legs and
hands. They were admitted to the
local health complex.

Police recovered one pipe gun,
one chopper, a knife and one bullet
from the spot.

A case has been lodged in this
regard with the local police station.

CJ forced to go on leave
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there is “no scope of doing politics”
over theissue.

"Sickness is someone's personal
matter. When you talk about some-
one's personal matter, it infringes his
privacy. I would like to say that he is
sick and there is no scope of doing
politics here," he told reporters at his
office yesterday, hours after the BNP
reaction.

Today, senior lawyers and members
of the Supreme Court Bar Association
led by its President Zainul Abedin will
go to the Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court to inquire about the
condition of the CJ.

They will also seek help from the SC
to know the whereabouts of Justice
Sinha, Zainul told reporters yesterday.

Over the last few months, Justice
Sinha faced a barrage of criticisms
from several senior ministers and
Awami League leaders over the 16th
amendment verdict, scrapping the
constitutional amendment that had
empowered parliament to remove SC
judges for misconduct or incapacity.

Some ministers and ruling party
men even accused the CJ of undermin-
ing parliament and Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, and
demanded that he quit.

BNP PRESS BRIEFING

Ever since the unanimous verdict
scrapping the 16th amendment to the
constitution came out, the head of the
government, ministers, ruling party
leaders and their allies have been
criticising the top court and its judges
using a language that is unconstitu-
tional, illogical and coarse, said
Fakhrul.

“Even, the language that was used in
parliament to slam the apex court and
its judges is not only unprecedented, it
is also unusual,” he said, reading out
from astatement.

He added the government set a
“despicable example” of forcing the
most senior judge of the country to go
on leave.

The CJ has just returned from
Canada and Japan, but there is no
information that he took any treat-
ment there. Also, the CJ went to his
office on Sunday and signed some
important files, he said.

But suddenly the law minister and
the attorney general told the media on
Monday that Justice Sinha went on
lhaveduem illness, he added.

wever, the same evening an
SCBA delegation led by its president
and secretary went to the CJ's residence
to meet him. A police officer told the
delegation that the the CJ was fine but
he could not talk, Fakhrul said.

“This proves that he is not sick but
has been sent on forced leave,” he
claimed.

"UNFORTUNATE'

The law minister said it was “unfortu-
nate” that the BNP was making such
claims.

Asked whether the CJ was under
house arrest, he said, "Absolutely not,
absolutely not.”

About his whereabouts, Anisul Huq
said, "As far as I know, he is staying in
his residence and he is sick. A doctor
visited him at his residence yesterday
[Tuesday] and is also scheduled to visit
him today [yesterday]."

But why did not anyone from the
government visited the “ailing” CJ?

"I've contacted the physician and I'll
definitely visit him when I get clear-
ance from the doctor ... A cancer
patient needs time to get well.”

Replying to another question, he
said it was Justice Sinha's personal
matter why he did not go to a hospital.
“I can't tell you anything about this. I
can just tell you I'll visit him soon."

The minister also read out before
reporters the letter the CJ had sent to
the president seeking his leave.

“This is for your kind information
that I have been suffering from many
physical problems. Earlier, I had been
under treatment for long as a cancer
patient. Now, I'm suffering from vari-
ous physical complications and I need
rest to gain physical fitness. So, I want
to enjoy a 30-day leave from October 3
to November 1."

Responding to another query about
the CJ's absence from Tuesday's
Supreme Court programme, Anisul
posed a counter question, "Is it my
responsibility to explain the matter?
He went to his office. Please tell me if
the government created any obstruc-
tion to the programme."

Asked about a news report that the
CJ would be going abroad soon, he
said, “Idon't know.”

Meanwhile, Attorney General
Mahbubey Alam warned against any
kind of “speculations” regarding
Justice Sinha's leave.

“There is no scope of doing politics
overajudge’s leave,” he said.

Replying to a question, he said, “It's
not my duty to know the whereabouts
of the chief justice. My duty is to con-
duct cases. Overenthusiastic people
can look for it.... I am not anyone's
guard.

SCBA RAISE QUESTIONS AGAIN
Supreme Court Bar Association
(SCBA) President Zainul Abedin yes-
terday once again raised questions over
the “sudden leave” of the CJ.

Justice Sinha had invited lawyers to
a programme on Tuesday but went on
leave from that day without informing
them, which is unprecedented, he said.

"Now the government is telling that
he went on leave as he has been suffer-
ing from cancer. If he is suffering from
cancer and if that is the reason for his
taking leave, he was supposed to
inform the Bar. This is the convention
between the Bench and the Bar," he
told reporters at his office today.

Earlier on Tuesday, the SCBA held
an emergency meeting and later said
the CJ was forced to take leave.

Independence
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against voters during Sunday's referen-
dum on independence which had
been banned by Madrid and the
courts.

The Catalan government will "actat
the end of this week or the beginning
of next" to declare independence, its
leader Carles Puigdemont told the
BBCinan interview.

He was scheduled to give a further
televised address at 1900 GMT yester-
day.

Mireia Boya, a Catalan lawmaker
from the pro-independence Popular
Unity Candidacy (CUP) party, said on
Twitter that a declaration of independ-
ence would follow a parliamentary
session on Monday to evaluate the
results of the vote to break away.

"We know that there may be disbar-
ments, arrests ... But we are prepared,
and in no case will it be stopped,” she
said.

The Catalan government's spokes-
man Jordi Turull said that regional
authorities had "nearly finished count-
ingthevotes."

The result will be submitted to the
regional parliament which will have
two days "to proclaim the independ-
ence of Catalonia," he said in a televi-
sion interview.

The move would intensify the
standoff with the central government,
which along with the national courts
has branded the referendum illegal.

Madrid has the power to suspend
the semi-autonomous status that
Catalonia currently enjoys under
Spain's system of regional govern-
ments.

Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy has
yet to respond publicly to Sunday's
vote, but the king's intervention could
clear the way for him to act.

"It is the responsibility of the legiti-
mate state powers to ensure constitu-
tional order,” Felipe said.

Hundreds of thousands of Catalans
rallied in fury on Tuesday during a
general strike over violence by Spanish
riot police against voters taking part in
the referendum on Sunday.

Felipe's dramatic intervention late
Tuesday was a gauge of tension in
Spain.

Catalan leaders "with their irre-
sponsible conduct could put at risk the
economic and social stability of

Cataloniaandall of Spain," he said.

Felipe repeated his earlier calls for
harmony between Spaniards.

But after Sunday's violence, his
address risked further fanning resent-
mentin Catalonia.

"It was awful. It was a mmake
whichever any way you look at
Turull said of the king's speech.

"Instead of calming things, what it
did was throw fuel on the fire."

Adding to tensions, a judge on
Wednesday placed Catalonia’s
regional police chief Josep Luis
Tmpem and three other suspects under
ation for an alleged "crime of

The force has been accused of fail-
ing to rein in pro-independence pro-
testers during disturbances in
Barcelonalast month.

A rich industrial region of 7.5 mil-
lion people with their own language
and cultural traditions, Catalonia
accounts for a fifth of Spain's econ-
omy.

Spain's key IBEX 35 stock index fell
by 2.3 percent yesterday on the ongo-
ing turbulence, with some big Catalan
banks down more than six percent.

Catalan claims for independence
date back centuries but have surged
during recentyears of economic crisis.

Puigdemont's regional government
claimed that 2.26 million people took
part in the poll, or just over 42 percent
of the electorate, but the vote was held
without regular electoral lists or
observers.

The regional government said 90
percent of those who voted backed
independence, although polls indicate
Catalans are split.

The European Parliament is to
debate the Catalonia crisis later yester-
day.

US State Department spokes-
woman Heather Nauert said Tuesday
Washington was “saddened” by
reports of injuries during Sunday’s
vote and called for "all parties to
resolve their political differences non-
violently."

Meanwhile, a grouping of Catalans
opposed to independence called for
supporters to join a counter-
demonstration in Barcelona on
Sunday. The call was backed by the
regional branch of Spain's governing
conservative Popular Party.



