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INDIGENOUS LAND RIGHTS
First universal
pact launched
in Sweden

AFP, Stockholm

Indigenous peoples could soon
regain some control of their native
forests with the creation of a new
global institution dedicated to secur-
ing their land rights.

The International Land and Forest
Tenure Facility, formally launched in
Stockholm yesterday, aims to help
communities protect their land
resources as well as combat climate
change.

Funded by Sweden, Norway and
the Ford Foundation, a US charity,
the Tenure Facility has already pro-
vided grants and guidance for pilot
projects in Peru, Mali, and
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three other nations.

Disputes over resources can prove
deadly. According to non-
governmental organisation Global
Witness, more than 200 environmen-
tal campaigners were murdered in
2016 alone - nearly half from indige-
nous tribes.

Qamrul
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watchdog suggested that the ministry
formulate a “food stock policy” on an
emergency basis as part of the minis-

try's move to keep price of food prod-
ucts under control.

“We were not satisfied with the
minister's many explanations follow-
ing the committee members' queries
about why the ministry had failed to
control the price of rice,” Abdul
Wadud, chief of the Jatiya Sangsad
body, told The Daily Star.

“We have told the minister that the
government as well as lawmakers
earned a bad name and faced ques-
tions from people due to the price
hike of rice. We think the government
could have avoided the criticism if
the ministry concerned acted
promptly and in a coordinated man-
ner,” he added.

Wadud, also a ruling Awami
League said the c

and CEO of

Minhaj

receiving "Under 30

Impactchallenge" pnze atthe Forbes Under 30 Summitin Boston on Monday.

Law minister
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Law Minister Anisul Hugq said those
who were “speculating” that the gov-
ernment put pressure on the CJ to go
on leave were in fact hatching “some
kind of conspiracy” to thwart the
continuation of democracy.

‘They have started crying presum-
ing that they may fail in their attempt,”
hesaid.

Earlier in the day, the SCBA, which
is dominated by pro-BNP lawyers, held
an emergency meeting at its confer-
enceroom.

After the meeting, its president
Zainul Abedin said, “The Supreme
Court Bar Association thinks tremen-
dous pressure was put on him [C]] so
thathe goes on one month's leave.

“You all know, the nation and peo-
ple of the world know that a political
party and the government was pressur-
ising him after a judgment. We believe
that he was sent on leave yesterday
[Tuesday] as part of such pressure. He
was forced to go on leave.”

Justice Sinha recently faced sharp
criticisms from senior ministers and
Awami League leaders over the 16th

members told the minister that the
ministry would have to take responsi-
bility for its failure to bring soaring
price of rice under control.

Committee sources said AL law-
maker Fazle Nur Taposh, who was
present at the meeting, grilled the
food minister on the failure despite
the standing committees’ call to take
measures in this regard.

The committee asked the ministry
high officials to work in a coordi-
nated manner and take decision
promptly in future to keep price
stable and thus prevent vested quar-
ters from hiking prices.

Asked what the minister said
about the price rise, the committee
chairman said he mainly pointed to
the flash flood in haor areas as a
reason behind the price hike of rice.

“But the committee members were
not pleased with his explanation as
there was adequate amount of rice at
the government silos. Vested groups
had spread propaganda that there is
not adequate rice stock at the silos
and a section of businessmen used
this as a pretext to hike the price of
rice,” he said, adding, the ministry
failed to take action against this.

Free fertiliser
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The flood affected districts are
Naogaon, Kurigram, Jamalpur,
Dinajpur, Bogra, Tangail, Sirajganj,
Rajshahi, Rangpur, Natore,
Nilphamari, Gaibandha, Thakurgaon,
Lalmonirhat, Panchagarh, Joypurhat,
Sherpur and Brahmmanbaria.

Earlier, the government
announced Tk 58.75 crore incentive
programme for more than 5.41 lakh
small and marginal farmers of 64
districts to encourage them to culti-
vate 10 crops on a bigha of land each.

BCL man held
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Kakrail Church lives in Pagar area of
Tongi, Feroz Talukder, officer-in-
charge of Tongi Police Station, told
The Daily Star.

On Monday afternoon, a man
using a clone mobile SIM card of
Shishir's sister rang up the priest and
sister was critically ill, said

‘As a worried Shishir reached Pagar
area in the evening, a group of men
confined him to a room. They
snatched his mobile phone and cash.

Using Shishir's mobile phone, the
gang called one of his relatives and
demanded Tk 3 lakh in ransom. They
also beat up the priest, added Feroz.

Hearing him scream, some locals
informed the police station about the
incident.

Law enforcers later raided the
room and arrested Shourav. However,
his accomplices managed to flee.

Shishir yesterday filed a case with
Tongi Police Station, accusing several
people, including Shourav.

BCL leader Monzur said his organi-
sation would not shoulder blame for
the misdeeds of an individual.

He said the BCL would take action

gainst Shourav if he was found
involved in the abduction.

d verdict. Some of them
even demanded his resignation, accus-
ing him of undermining parliament
and Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman.

The apex court on August 1 released
the full text of its verdict in the 16th
amendment case, scrapping the consti-
tutional amendment that had empow-
ered parliament to remove SC judges
for misconduct or incapacity.

Some pro-AL organisations, includ-
ing Bangabandhu Awami Ainjibi
Parishad, held protest programmes
against the CJ. Parishad leaders threat-
ened to launch a tougher agitation if
the C] did notstep down

The Jatiya Sangsad on September 13
passed a resolution calling for legal steps
to nullify the SC verdict. The law minister
on several occasions said the government
would seek review of thejudgment.

Yesterday afternoon, the SCAB held
another meeting with senior lawyers
and its former presidents and secretar-
ies, and expressed grave concern over
the sudden leave of the chiefjustice.

“It is an unexpected leave. We are
shocked,” said Zainul Abedin, also a
vice-chairman of BNP.

He said several senior SC lawyers
tried to meet the CJ but failed, which
was a matter of concern.

“Such an incident is unfortunate for
the judiciary. It will not bring any good
for anyone, even for the government.

People want to know what has hap-
pened and the main cause behind the
leave,” Zainul said.

He added they would hold another
meeting today and determine the next
course of action over the issue. They will
also try to meet president and the CJ.

Senior lawyers Khandaker Mahbub
Hossain, A] Mohammad Ali, Aminul
Haque, Subrata Chowdhury, Moinul
Hossain, MK Rahman, Jamir Uddin
Sircar (ex-Speaker), former justice
Nazrul Islam Chowdhury, among
others, attended the meeting.

SCBA ALLEGATIONS BASELESS: AG
Mahbubey Alam refuted SCBA's alle-
gations and said the Association was
“tarnishing the image of the judiciary
as it [the SCBA] was controlled by a
particular political party”.

“The chief justice went on leave and
the law minister has already talked
about the reason. We know that heisa
cancer patient and had been under
treatment in the past. It's completely
his personal matter.... The allegations
are baseless,” he told reporters at his
office.

He also said the notion that the CJ
was under house arrest was “totally
baseless.”

Replying to a question, Mahbubey
Alam said he had no contact with the
J since his return on September 23
after visiting Canada and Japan.

Asked about the CJ's whereabouts,
the country's top law officer said, “I
don't know..I'm not supposed to
know that.”

Replying to another question, he

said he would try to meet the CJ if the
latter were in the country.
NO GOVT PRESSURE: LAW MINISTER
The law minister claimed the govern-
ment did not put any pressure on
Justice Sinha for taking leave.

“Those who are talking about this
have no evidence. I don't find any reason
to respond to such useless comments,”
hetold reporters at his office yesterday.

He also ruled out that there was any
link between the CJ's leave, the 16th
amendment verdict and the govern-
ment move for legal steps to nullify the
SCverdict.

With reference to the CJ's leave
application, Anisul Huq said the CJ
mentioned that he had been suffering
from cancerand other disea:

“That's why he has mentioned [in
the letter] that he needs more rest. He
has taken one month's leave to take
rest,” hesaid.

The minister hoped that CJ would
rejoin work after the leave.

Uphold image of judiciary
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so that the image of the judiciary is not
tarnished.

He also asked them to hold court
proceedings timely and not to keep
judgements pending after the comple-
tion of case hearings.

Justice Wahhab Miah made the calls
at the full court meeting attended by
all judges of both the Appellate and
High Court divisions at the Supreme
Court ]udges lounge yesterday, meet-
ing sources said.

The meeting was called hours after
Justice Wahhab took the charge as
Justice Sinha went on a one-month
leave on health grounds.

The acting CJ also reversed a deci-
sion taken by Justice Sinha who had
reconstituted several benches of the
HCon Monday.

Justice Wahhab said the benches
would remain as they were before the
vacation started late August. If needed,
he will reconstitute the benches after
talking to his fellow judges in the
Appellate Division, he added.

The acting CJ urged all colleagues to
cooperate with him while dnsrhargmg
his duties as acting chief ji

Earlier in the day, Jusme Wahh1b
along with four other judges of the
Appellate Division heard some 20
cases foraround an hour.

He along with other judges of both
the divisions also joined a courtesy
meeting with lawyers on the premises
of the SC that reopened yesterday after
the annual vacation.

The High Court Division did not
hold any proceedings yesterday as its
judges took part in the courtesy meet-
ing with lawyers in the morning and a
full court meeting in the afternoon.

Chief Justice Sinha went on a
month's leave yesterday on health

grounds. The law ministry on Monday
night issued a gazette, appointing Justice
‘Wahhab, the senior most judge of the
Appellate Division, as the acting CJ.

Leave of the CJ was talk of the SC
yesterday. The Supreme Court Bar
Association held meeting twice while
pro-BNP lawyers brought out proces-
sions in favour of Justice Sinha.

Democratic Lawyers' Association of
Bangladesh expressed deep concern
over CJ's “sudden leave”. Law Minister
Anisul Huq and Attorney General
Mahbubey Alam also talked to report-
ersover the issue.

Drug trade
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Myanmar's western border zone is
awash with methamphetamine, most
destined for Bangladesh.

There have long been rumours of
militants, security forces and local
businessmen getting rich on drug
trafficking -- a trade that has cut across
communal rivalries.

The pills were marked with "WY and
R brands”, the police source added,
referring to popular brands pumped
out by the druglords of Wa State.

The Wa, an ethnic group who have a
large standing army and churn out most
of Southeast Asia's methamphetamine,
are based in the far east of Myanmar,
suggesting drug routes have survived the
crisis that has engulfed Rakhine.

In recent years, Bangladeshi security
forces have seized millions ofyaba tablets
from traffickers attempting to enter its
Cox's Bazarareabyland and sea.

Last week, Bangladesh arrested three
Rohingya men attempting to smuggle
8,00,000 meth pills into the country
from Myanmar via the Naf river border

atthe height of the refugee crisis.
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Bangladeshi youth
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water supply is often contaminated
with arsenic, fluoride and iron.

"Let me tell you about my day.
Flew into Boston straight from Dhaka
last night to participate in the Forbes
Under 30 $500,000 Impact
Challenge this morning while still
jetlagged,” he wrote in a Facebook
post.

"20 minutes after the pitch I learn
that WE WON! We'll be receiving a
growth investment from TPG Rise
Fund, a $2 billion fund co-managed
by Bono of U2 whose funders
include Richard Branson of the Virgin
Group!

"What a way to start the next stage
of growth for Drinkwell -- SO
PROUD OF MY AMAZING TEAM!!!"

Drinkwell has also created
employment for 500 people, and in
selected in Forbes'

report on Monday.

Drinkwell is a market-leading
water technology company operating
in India and Bangladesh that is com-
bating the arsenic, fluoride and iron
water contamination in the region.

As the winner of the "Under 30
Impact Challenge", Minhaj's
Drinkwell on Monday received a sum
of $500,000 of which $250,000 is in
investment from The Rise Fund, and
$250,000 from Forbes as a media
grant. It will also receive consulting
from The Bridgespan Group, a non-
profit which works with social entre-
preneurs.

On the way to achieve the feat,
Drinkwell faced some tough chal-
lenges as it contested with Chakr
Innovation, an Indian firm which
converts soot into ink and paint, thus
making a significant impact in pre-
venting air pollution, and Farmerline,
an Amazon-like platform for farmers
in Africa to boost their incomes by
providing access to information,
products and services, both online
and offline, Forbes said in the report.

Cheryl Dorsey, president of
Echoing Green, and Bill McGlashan,
founder and managing partner of
TPG Growth as well as founder and
CEO of The Rise Fund, were judges
for the competition.

Guinness record
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Jackie Miley's collection first began
with a bear dubbed "Grandma
Jackie", which she won while on
vacation in 2000. She now has a
house stuffed with thousands of
plush bears in South Dakota, US.

"I never had a teddy bear as a child -
did not even know what one was until [
was eight years old and saw one at the
Minnesota State Fair," said Miley.

In order to nurture her growing
collection, Miley started visiting
stores and thrift shops around her
home state. She felt that the teddy

ear characters were so interesting,
that she continued buying them
wherever she travelled

Once she had accumulated nearly
3,000 teddy bears, friends started
asking her if she had submitted her
collection to Guinness World Records
for review.

Within her assortment the smallest
teddy bear is just 3/4 inches tall, with
the largest at nearly 8 feet, Guinness
said.

*Grandma Jackie” is now joined
by thousands of teddy bears from all
US states as well as 29 other coun-
tries.
The collection is displayed in a
tourist attraction named Teddy Bear
Town, located in Hill City, South
Dakota.

Rebels storm
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kingdom with Pakistan.

Yesterday's attack came hours
before an Indian soldier was killed by
Pakistani fire on the de facto Kashmiri
border in the mountainous Poonch
district southwest of Srinagar.

The rival armies routinely target each
other across the heavily militarised Line

FROM PAGE 1
India as Bangladesh's export to the
neighbouring country has not
increased because of the tariff, non-
tariff and anti-dumping measures
imposed by New Delhi.

In fiscal 2016-17, Bangladesh
imported goods worth $6.17 billion
from India against its export worth
$672.40 million. In the previous year,
Bangladesh imported goods worth $5.46
billion, while its export to the neighbour-
ingcountrystood at $689.62 million.

“There is a big trade gap between the
two countries. The Indian government
should remove the tariff and non-tariff
barriers to help increase exports from
Bangladesh,” Bangladesh Commerce
Minister Tofail Ahmed said yesterday.

“I will also request our Indian
friend [the Indian finance minister] to
remove the anti-dumping duty on
expom of ]ule and jute goods from

" he said while

Lift duties to cut trade deficit

Bangladesh. He urged India to accept
BSTI certification for more products.

At the meeting, Pankaj R Patel,
president of the Federation of Indian
Chambers of Commerce, led 25
businesspeople from India, while
Shafiul Islam Mohiuddin, FBCCI
president, led the Bangladesh team.

In his speech, Jaitley didn't say
whether the tariff, non-tariff and anti-
dumping duties on exports of
Bangladeshi goods would be removed.

The visiting minister sought greater
cooperation between the two coun-
tries in some important areas.

The areas include trade of agricul-
tural goods, railways, water and waste
management, electricity, tourism, film
and entertainment.

“Indian businessmen can invest in
innovation, research, healthcare, IT
and agriculture,” said Jaitley.

the businesspeople of the two coun-
tries at a meeting at the Pan Pacific
Sonargaon hotel in the capital.

The Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) organised the meeting on the
occasion of the visit of Indian Finance
and Corporate Affairs Minister Arun
Jaitley.

Export of jute and jute goods to
India has come under strain because of
sudden imposition of anti-dumping
duty by the Indian authorities.

The existing duty on export of gar-
mentitems to the Indian marketis also
hurting Bangladesh, Tofail said.

He appreciated the Indian govern-
ment's decision to accept the testing
certification by the Bangladesh
Standards and Testing Institution
(BSTI) for 21 products from

He said i students can
immensely benefit from the world-
class education system in India.

The Indian minister praised
Bangladesh, and said it has become a
partner of India in negotiation in most
multilateral forums

“I found Bangladesh as a nation
over the last several years to have
become extremely focused about its
own growth.

“There have been areas where the
country has rediscovered potential.”

He said Bangladesh has become a
global force in textile exports, thanks
toits human resources.

Jaitley arrived in Dhaka yesterday
on a three-day visit. He is scheduled to
meet Finance Minister AMA Muhith
and visit a garment factory of Babylon
Group in Dhaka today.
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from the district administrations,
fisheries department, police and coast
guard.

Meanwhile, fishermen were yet to
get the promised food support in
compensation from the government
for complying with the ban. Each of
the 5.5 lakh fishermen is supposed to
get 20kgrice in compensation.

"No rice is being distributed among
the fishermen. We haven't got any
allocation of rice from the disaster
management and relief ministry yet,”
said Masud Ara Momi, assistant direc-
tor of the Department of Fisheri
workingin the hilsa project.

She also said strict monitoring was
in place to check hilsa netting across
the country.

In Patuakhali and Barguna, some
fishermen, however, told The Daily
Star they were catching the fish in
rivers and storing them.

Visiting Gora Padma area in
Barguna's Patharghata upazila just
before Monday evening, our corre-
spondent saw a group of fishermen on
a trawler netting fish at the mouth of
the Bishkhali river.

They caught agood quantity of hilsa
there.

Talking to the correspondent, one
of the fishermen said they were catch-
ing the fish only to run their famili

In Barisal region, around three lakh
fishermen were waiting for the food
support from the government, accord-
ingto the fisheries department.

"Fishermen had received 20kg of
rice during last year's ban. However,
this year it hasn't yet. We

Hilsa netting on despite ban

department and are waiting for their
reply,” said Bazlur Rashid, deputy
director of the fisheries department in
Barisal.

Around 145,000 out of some 3 lakh
fishermen in Barisal division received
therice last year.

Usually, the fishermen enlisted by
the upazila and union parishad get the
rice, but the process hasn't started this
year, said Azizul Haque, senior ass
tant director of Department of
Fisheries.

So, tens of thousands of fishermen
in the coastal districts were going
through a tough time amid the ban.

“How can we survive if we can't fish
and also don't get any food support
from the government?” asked Anowar
Hossain, a fisherman of
Chandramobhon village in Barisal
Sadar.

Meanwhile, the drives against the
hilsa catching has so far seized a total
of 5.2 lakh metres of current net in the
Kalabadar, Arial Kha, Meghna,
Kirtonkhola and Bishkhali rivers till
yesterday.

In Barisal region, the Department of
Fisheries with the help of the district
administration and law enforcers
operated 175 mobile courts and jailed
15 fishermen for violating the ban.

In Munshiganj, 15 fishermen were
fined and 5,000 metres of current net
was destroyed by the authorities fol-
lowing a drive in the Padma river near
Lauhajang upazila.

In Narayanganj, 75,000 metres of
gill netwas seized and destroyed.

(Out Barnal Patuakhali,

j j corre-

have already sent our proposal to the

spondents mmnbuted to thereport.)
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"Their discovery shook the world,"
said Goran K Hansson, the head of the
Swedish Royal Academy of Sciences
which selects the Nobel recipients.

They made their discovery in
September 2015 and announced it in
February 2016, a historic achievement
that culminated from decades of scien-
tific research.

And since then, they have clinched all
the majorastrophysics prizes to be had.

Thorne and We co-created the
Laser Gravitational-

of Control that.

On Monday the Indian army said it
killed five suspected rebels in two
separate gun battles on the border.

Indian authorities said two children
were also killed by Pakistani gunfire at
another location along the Line of
Control

India says Pakistan initiates cross-
border firing to help rebels cross into
Indian-administered Kashmir to
launch attacks.

Islamabad says it gives only diplo-
matic support to the Kashmiri cam-
paign for self-determination.

Last week Pakistan said three civilians
were killed on its side of the border in
Kashmirafter Indian soldiers opened fire.

Early harvest
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planted early variety hybrid paddy on
his 50 decimals of land and got 40
maunds of paddy.

He also said it took 100 days from
cultivation to harvest.

Like him, Md Babu and Saidul
Islam of Bishnuganyj village, Rashidul
Islam of Goaldihi village and Rafiqul
Islam of Marium Bazar area in the
upazila cultivated the same paddy
and got good production.

territor

wave Observatory (LIGO) at the presti-
gious California Institute of
Technology, which has taken home 18
Nobels since the prizes were first
awarded in 1901. Barish then brought
the project to completion.

e first-ever direct observation of
gravitational waves was the result of an
eventsome 1.3 billion light-years away.

"Although the signal was extremely
weak when it reached Earth, it is
already promising a revolution in
astrophysics. Gravitational waves are
an entirely new way of following the
most violent events in space and test-
ing the limits of our " the

US trio wins Nobel Prize

“Einstein was convinced it would
never be possible to measure them. The
LIGO project's achievemnent was using a
pair of gigantic laser interferometers to
measure a change thousands of times
smaller than an atomic nucleus, as the
gravitational wave passed the Earth."

Black holes emit no light and there-
fore can only be observed through the
gravitational waves.

After two black holes collide, they
leave behind a single rotating black
hole with no traces visible of its dra-
maticinception.

"Gravitational waves, which rhyth-
mically stretch and squeeze space,
change tone as their message alters. If we
could hear all the waves and not only
the strongest ones, the entire universe
would be full of music, like birds chirp-
ing in a forest, with a louder tone here
and a quieter one there," the Academy
said.

The prize comes with nine million
Swedish kronor (around $1.1 million
0r 940,000 euros).

Last year, British scientists David
Thouless, Duncan Haldane and
Michael Kosterlitz were honoured for

Academy said.
COSMIC CHIRP

Since 2015, the enigmatic ripples have
been detected three more times: twice
more by LIGO and once by the Virgo
detector located at the European
Gravitational Observatory (EGO) in
Cascina, Italy.

"Gravitational waves spread at the
speed of light, filling the Universe, as
Albert Einstein described in his general
theory of relativity. They are always
created when a mass accelerates, like
when an ice-skater pirouettes or a pair
of black holes rotate around each
other,” the Nobel jury explained.

their research on
topology, or unusual phases or states of
matter, which may one day yield
superfast computer

The physics prize is the second of
the 2017 Nobels awarded, after the
medicine prize on Monday went to
three American geneticists - Jeffrey C.
Hall, Michael Rosbash and Michael W.
Young - for shedding light on the
biological clock that governs the sleep-
wake cycles of most living things.

The chemistry prize will be
announced today, the literature prize
on Thursday and the peace prize on
Friday. The economics prize will wrap
things up on Monday, October 9.




