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INTERNATIONAL

Russia's FSB
busts IS
sleeper cell

REUTERS, Moscow

Russia's FSB security service
id yesterday it had
detained members of what
it said was an Islamic State
sleeper cell in the Moscow
region that had been plan-
ning to launch a series of
high-profile attacks on the
country's transport system.

Avideo of the
detentions showed
masked FSB agents detain-
ing men in a residential
apartment where they
could be seen finding and
confiscating grenades,
pistols and explosive

The FSB said in e-
ment on its website that
the detentions had
occurred on Sept. 30 and
that the cell included
Russian citizens from the
North Caucasus region
who it said were commit-
ted to trying to set up a
global Islamic caliphate
and were directed by for-
eign militants.

People take cover at the Route 91 Harvest country music festival after gun fire was
heard on Sunday night in Las Vegas, Nevada, US. Inset, a pair of cowboy boots is
shown in the street outside the concert venue after the mass shooting. A gunman
killed at least 50 people and wounded more than 400 when he opened fire on the
country music concert in Las Vegas.
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'Save your energy Rex'

Trump tells top US diplomat not to bother
talking to N Korea amid escalating tensions

REUTERS, Washingion

US President Donald Trump on Sunday
dismissed the prospect of talks with North
Korea as a waste of time a day after his own
secretary of state said the United States was
maintaining open lines of communication
with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un,

"I told Rex Tillerson, our wonderful
secretary of state, that he
is wasting his time trying
to negotiate with Little
Rocket Man," Trump
wrote on Twitter, using
his sarcastic nickname
for Kim and seeming to
contradict the top US
diplomat.

Trump, who has
traded insults and threats
with Kim in recent weeks amid escalating
tensions over Pyongyang's nuclear and
missile programs, later tweeted that his
White House predecessors, Bill Clinton,
George W. Bush and Barack Obama, had all
"failed” on North Korea by "Being nice to
Rocket Man."

"So why would it work now?" he asked.

Kim succeeded his father, Kim Jong Il as
North Korean leaderin 2011, during Obama's
administration. Previous presidents negoti-
ated with Pyongyang but ultimately failed to
prevent it from pressing ahead with its inter-

nally c eapons programs.

Tillerson disclosed on Saturday that the
United States was directly communicating
with North Korea on its nuclear and missile
programs but that
Pyongyang had shown
no interest in dialogue.

“Save your energy Rex,
we'll do what has to be
done!” Trump said.

Tillerson said duringa
trip to China that the
United States had multi-
ple direct channels of
communication with Pyongyang, the first
such disclosure by the Trump administra-
tion, and that it was probing North Korea to
seeifitwas interested in dialogue.

Tillerson expressed hope for reducing
tensions with North Korea, which is fast
advancing toward its goal of developing a
nuclear-tipped missile capable of hitting the
US mainland.

Two dead in knife
attack in France

IS claims responsibility

AP, Marseille

A man with a knife stabbed two women to death Sunday at
the main train station in the southern French city of
Marseille as he reportedly shouted “Allahu akbar!”
attack the Islamic State group claimed was the work of one
its “soldiers.”

French soldiers shot the man to death after the attacks
and authorities were working to determine if he had links to
Islamic extremism.

Interior Minister Gerard Collomb, who went to Marseille to
meet with local authorities and troops on the scene, said police
have video that shows the man attackinga woman and running
away, then comingback and attackinga second woman.

The video shows the man running toward soldiers who
were rushing to Marseille’s Saint Charles train station. The
soldiers fatally shot him and both women died of their
injuries, Collomb said.

Some witnesses reported hearing the assailant shout
“Allahu akbar!” Arabic for “God is great,” Collomb said.

The Paris prosecutor's office, which oversees all terror
cases in France, said it had opened a counterterrorism inves-
tigation into the Marseille attack.

The IS-linked Aamaq news agency said in a statement
Sunday night that the assailant was acting in response to IS
calls to target countries in the US-led coalition fighting IS
extremists in Syria and Iraq.

—an

NEWSIN
brief

Pair plead not guilty to
Kim Jong-nam murder

AFP, Shah Alam

Two women pleaded not
guilty yesterday to murdering
the half-brother of North
Korea's leader at the start of
their trial in Malaysia.
Indonesian Siti Aisyah and
Vietnamese Doan Thi Huong
were arrested just days after
the killing of Kim on
February 13.

Duterte says he will
snub graft probe

AFP, Manila

Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte has said he would
not cooperate with a spe
anti-corruption prosecutor's
investigation into allegations
he acquired ill-gotten wealth,
vowing he would "not sub-
mit" to its dul}mnly Duterte

Palestinian Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah arrives to take control of Gaza from the Islamist Hamas group, in
the northern Gaza Strip yesterday.

PHOTO: REUTERS

won last year's
elections on a brutal anti-
corruption platform.

Two children killed in
Pak firing in Kashmi

AFP, Srinagar

IS torches three oil wells
near Hawija: officials

Ex-army man in
India faces row
over citizenship

ALJAZEERA ONLINE

Two children were killed
yesterday in an exchange of
fire between Indian and
Pakistani troops in disputed
Kashmir, Indian authori-
ties said. Twelve more
civilians were wounded on
the Indian side of the
heavily-militarised Line of
Control (LoC).

Colombia's last rebel
group begins truce

AFP, Bogota

After a half-century of
armed struggle, the
Colombian armed forces
and the country's last guer-
rilla group, the ELN, began
on Sunday a historic, if
possibly temporary, truce.
The initial ceasefire
between the National
Liberation Army rebels and
government forces is set to
extend until January 9

AGENCIES

Islamic State militants set fire to three oil wells
near Hawija, west of the oil city of Kirkuk, one
of two areas of Iraq still under their control,
military and oil officials said yesterday.

Iraqi security forces were using bulld:
ers to control the fires started by the mili-
tants in the early hours of Saturday to slow
the advance of US-ba
Iraqi forces and Shia mi
groups toward Hawua
town, military offici

The Allas oilfield, 35 km
(20 miles) south of Hawija,
was one of the main sources
of revenue for Islamic State,
which in 2014 declared a
caliphate in parts of Syria
andlraq.

"Terrorists are trying to use the rising
smoke to avert air strikes while retreating
from the area towards Hawija," said army
Colonel Mohammed al-Jabouri.

Military officials said the fire had been
brought under control at one of the wells,
while the other two were still burning, They

WARS IN IRAQ, SYRIA

said. IS hostages stand between
US-led forces and Raga
11 dead in Damascus
bomb attack: monitor

said it would take about three days to put
out the fires, reported Reuters.

Oil officials from the state-run North Oil
Company said it was still too risky to send its
crews in to assess damage at the wells as
militants may have left bombs and land-
mine:

In Syria, Raqqa’s hospital, a big complex
pocked with bullets holes,
whose capture will signal
the end of Islamic State's
crumbling Syrian capital,
lies just 200 yards from a
front-line base of the Syrian
Democratic Forces.

Beyond it, a roundabout
where the jihadists once
displayed the heads of their
enemies, crucified people and held military
parades at the height of their expansion is
another strategic prize sought by the US-
backed militia alliance.

Meanwhile, at least 11 people, including
police officers and civilians, were killed
yesterday in a bomb attack at a police sta-
tion in Syria's capital Damascus, the Syrian

Police in Indian state of
Assam has accused an
army veteran, who served
the country for 30 years,
of being an undocu-
mented migrant and
asked him to prove his
nationality in a Foreigners
Tribunal court.

The Foreigners Tribunal,
established to detect illegal
zens residing in India,
has issued a notice in the
name of Mohammad
Azmal Haque, 49, who
retired from Indian Army
as Junior Commissioned
Officer (JCO).

The notice said that
Haque had entered the
country after March 25 of
1971 without any papers -
the cut-off date to be
considered for Indian
citizenship

Ex-Pak PM to
be re-elected
as party chief
DAWN ONLINE

Pakistan’s ruling PML-N
yesterday cleared the way for
former prime minister
Nawaz Sharif to be re-elected
as the party’s president.

During a meeting of the
party's Central Working
Committee (CWC), PML-N
leaders agreed to amend
the party's constitution so
that any person coul
assume the presidency even
if that person did not hold
public office.

PML-N chairman Raja

s
was also attended by Chief
Minister Punjab Shahbaz
Sharif, Prime Minister

S|
interim president Senator
Sardar Yaqub Nasir.
Senator Mushahidullah
Khan, also present during the
session, expressed complete
faith in the former premier.
Earlier in the day, an
informal advisory session
was held after Nawaz
returned to Punjab House
after appearing before an
accountability court.
Interior Minister Ahsan
Iqbal, Senator Pervaiz
Rashid and Dr Asif
Kirmani were present
during the session along
with the chief minister.

Worst shooting
incidents in US

After a gunman killed more than 50 people
at a Las Vegas concert Sunday, here are
some of the deadliest mass shootings in the
United States in the past 25 years.

FLORIDA CLUB: 49 KILLED

A heavily-armed gunman opens fire inside a gay
nightclub in the city of Orlando on June 12, 2016 and
kills 49 people.

The attacker is killed in a shootout with police; he
pledges allegiance to the Islamic State group, which
later claims responsibility.

VIRGINIATECH: 32 KILLED

A 23-year-old student of Korean origin goes on a
rampage at Virginia Tech University in the town of
Blacksburg in April 2007. He kills 27 students and
five teachers before committing suicide.

SANDY HOOK: 26 KILLED

A disturbed 20-year-old man kills his mother in
Newtown, Connecticut, in December 2012 before
blasting his way into Sandy Hook Elementary School
and shooting dead 20 six- and seven-year old chil-
dren and sixadults. He commits suicide.

TEXAS RESTAURANT: 22 DEAD

In October 1991 a man shoots dead 22 people in a
restaurant in the town of Killeen and then kills himself.
CALIFORNIA OFFICE PARTY: 14 DEAD

A newlywed radicalized Muslim couple storm an
Christmas office party at a social services center in San
Bernardino in December 2015 and gun down 14
people, wounding 22 others. They are shot dead by

A Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department
officer helps deliver blankets and food to people
at the Thomas & Mack Center after a mass
shooting at a country music festival yesterday in

Las Vegas, Nevada. PHOTO: AFP.
police.

FORTHOOD MILITARY BASE: 13 DEAD

In November 2009 a US army psychiatrist opens
fire at his military base in Killeen, killing 13 peo-
ple and wounding 42, before being overpowered
by police.

NEW YORK IMMIGRANT CENTER: 13 DEAD

A Vietnamese immigrant shoots dead 13 people at a
civic center in the New York state city of Binghamton
in April 2009, before killing himself.

MARINES: 12 DEAD

A troubled former serviceman shoots randomly at
workers at the Washington Navy Yard headquarters
in September 2013, killing 12 people before he is
shotdead by officers.

DENVER CINEMA: 12 DEAD

A young man wearing body armor storms a cinema
showing a late-night premiere of a Batman film in
Aurora in July 2012, opening fire and releasing tear
gas. Twelve people and 70 wounded. He is sentenced
tolifein prison.

COLUMBINE HIGH: 12 DEAD

Two teenage boys shoot and kill 12 classmates and
a teacher at Columbine High School in Littleton,
Colorado, in April 1999, before kiliggrdheipp
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