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'Forcibly

displaced
Myanmar
nationals'

Gout to identify Rohingyas
by this term instead of

'refugees’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Foreign Affairs Secretary M
Shahidul Haque yesterday
said the government had
decided to call Rohingya
people “forcibly displaced
Myanmar nationals”
instead of “refugees”.

The matter will be raised
at the United Nations at an
opportune moment, he told
an opinion sharing meeting
at the capital's Cirdap audi-
torium. The minister said it
might trigger controversy
but “we have a very good
explanation for that”.

Human Rights Forum
Bangladesh organised the
meeting on “Sharing draft
Universal Periodic Review
(UPR) stakeholders’ report
with ministries and
national institutions”.

Speaking as chief guest, the
foreign secretary, however,
said whether Rohingyas were
declared as refugees or not,
using this term would not
hamper fulfilling their needs.

The senior bureaucrat
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Local people have built this bamboo bridge on their own to cross the Banasree canal to commute between Banasree and Aftabnagar residential areas. For their d:
business, the people have to make the crossing several times every day to avoid a tiresome and time-consuming detour since there is no other option. Although this
bridge has made their lives a lot easier, its shaky structure may collapse and cause casualties anytime. This bridge is around half a kilometre away from Rampura bridge
and there was no other such structure across the long canal. The photo was taken on Wednesday.
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ROHINGYA CRISIS
PM should
visit India,

China, Russia
Fakhrul tells press in

Cox's Bazar
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Secretary General Mirza
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir yester-
day said Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina should visit
India, China and Russia to
garner their support for the
Rohingyaissue.

Urging the PM to make
diplomatic efforts to con-
vince the three countries to
take effective measures in
this regard, he said, “If
necessary, the prime minis-
ter [Sheikh Hasina] should
visit India, China and
Russia so they don't take
any negative stance over the
Rohingya crisis.”

The BNP leader made the
call while addressing a press
conference in Cox's Bazar.

Many international
organisations, rights bodies
and different countries have
become vocal against the
Myanmar government for
its persecution of the
Rohingyas while India,
China and Russia endorsed
its military operations in
Rakhine State in the name of
combating terrorism.

The government should
make diplomatic efforts so

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

Discussion on Abul
Mansur Ahmad today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A discussion on the
life and works of
renowned littera-
teur, journalist and
politician Abul
Mansur Ahmad will
be held today.

Abul Mansur
Ahmad Smriti
Parishad is organis-
ing the event titled,

"Language Abul Mansur Ahmad
Movement and Thoughts of Abul Mansur
Ahmad", at Abdul Karim Sahitya Bisharad
Auditorium of Bangla Academy at 4:00pm.

Chaired by Professor Emeritus Rafiqul
Islam, a keynote paper will be presented
at the event by Prof Habib Ar Rahman,
according to a press release.

Professor Emeritus Anisuzzaman, Prof
Mansur Musa, Prof Mahbubul Hoque, Dr
Md Chenggis Khan, Dr Ahmed Mawla and
Dr Mohammad Azam will take part in the
discussion.

Abul Mansur Ahmad Smrriti Parishad
requested all interested to attend the
programme.

Section 57 shrinks press freedom

Human Rights Forum Bangladesh tells views exchange meeting

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Grim picture of human rights situation
is prevailing in the country although
the government promised to the UN
Human Rights Council to improve it,
said Human Rights Forum Bangladesh
yesterday.

The state could not stop extrajudi-
cial killings and enforced disappear-
ances. Besides, effectiveness and inde-
pendence of organs like National
Human Rights Commission,
Information Commission and Anti-
jon are question-
able, said the forum, a coalition of 20
rights bodies.

The forum was disseminating data
of a draft universal periodic review
(UPR) stakeholders' report at a views
exchange meeting at the capital's
Cirdap auditorium yesterday.

It said the space for freedom of press
and freethinkers have shrunk with the
country experiencing misuse of section
57 of the Information and
Communication Technology Act,

which created panic among journal-
ists. Incidents of blogger-killing took
placesince 2013.

The UPR stakeholders, who include
civil society, NGOs and National
Human Rights Commission, will
submit a report before the UN Human
Rights Council within October 5 for
the third cycle to be effective between
2017 and 2021.

Areview of the report is supposed to
take place in May, 2018. Besides, the
Bangladesh government and different
UN associate organisations will sub-
mit two separate reports.

Forum member and Transparency
International Bangladesh Executive
Director Iftekharuzzaman said the
government should address extrajudi-
cial killing and enforced disappear-
ance and make required legal changes
to eradicate those.

“Although the government reiter-
ated its 'zero-tolerance' policy on
extrajudicial killing, in reality this type
of killing has been recurring alarm-
ingly," he said, while reading out a

paper, adding 823 persons became
victims of such killings between 2013
and June, 2017.

Sheepa Hafiza, forum convener and
executive director of Ain o Salish
Kendra, said they have prepared a
comprehensive report with views of all
parties involved in the forum.

Foreign Affairs Secretary M
Shahidul Haque said they will con-
sider the stakeholders' report with due
importance while addressing the issue
and preparing a state report.

He said as on previous occasions,
Bangladesh will show strong reserva-
tions about accepting recommenda-
tions such as repealing dealh sentence

No trace of missing
Rajshahi youth

Family tells press conference that he was picked
up by 'Rab men' two and half months back

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Family members of a missing youth
in Rajshahi have demanded that the
government trace his whereabouts
immediately.

Abdullah Al Faruk, 23, who passed
HSC this year, has been missing since
a group of people identifying them-
selves as members of Rapid Action
Battalion (Rab) picked him up in
Horipur area of Paba upazila two and
ahalfmonths ago, theyalleged.

The allegati was made at a

and accepting same-se:
He further said the country had made
progress in some areas during second
UPR cycle, especially while achieving
millennium developmentgoals.
WHATIS UPR
The UPR is a unique process which
involves a periodic review of the human
rights records of all 193 UN member
SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

press conference at Paba Upazila
Freedom Fighters Complex in the
city's Kasiadanga area yesterday.

Faruk's sister Mahmuda Yasmin
read out a written statement in the
conference while his parents, rela-
tives and some freedom fighters
were present.

Faruk's father Jahir Uddin, also a

freedom fighter, said his son was
working as an electrician alongside
hisstudies.

On July 18 evening, one Torikul
Islam asked Faruk to visit his place
and repair some electrical equip-
ment, said Jahir.

As Torikul's place was far away,
Faruk took his father's motorbike,
and also his neighbour, Ibrahim, to
give him company along the way.

Upon reaching the house, Faruk
went inside the house while Ibrahim
was waiting outside.

After a while, a group of people
appeared in front of Torikul's place
in a white microbus, picked up
Faruk from inside the house, and
took him away driving the same
microbus, alleged Jahir.

‘When the locals tried to protest
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DMP plans
tight security
for Ashura

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

20% off

Promotional offer during

Speaker Dr Shirin Sharmm Chaudhury yesterday pays a courtesy call on Presldent
Abdul Hamid at Bangabhaban. During the meeting, the Speaker apprised the

president of the preparation and act
(CPA)

ies of the upcoming 63rd Commonwealth

to be held in Dhaka during

the Novemher 1-8 next, reports UNB. Dr Shirin, also the CPA chalrperson informed

him about different

including the

Parliament Library.
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840MW more power likely
to be imported from India

UNB, Dhaka

Bangladesh is likely to import another
840 MW of electricity -- 340 MW from
Triupura and 500 MW from West
Bengal.

Bangladesh’s interest to import the new
bulk of electricity in addition to the existing
import of 660 MW was
positively discussed in the
Bangladesh-India joint
steering committee (JSC) meeting in the
capital yesterday.

According to Power Division state-
ment on the meeting outcome, both
sides discussed the vast areas of coopera-
tion in the power sector and expressed
satisfaction over the progress of the
1,320 MW Rampal coal-fired power
plant project's implementation.

IR rote sector's investment

The meeting discussed solar power
project in Rampal, capacity building of
Bheramara inter-connection substa-
tion, Bangladesh's initiative to import
power from Nepal, joint investment of
Bangladesh, Bhutan and India in
Bhutan's 1,125 MW Kuri-2 hydropower

project, Indian corpo-

Bangladesh, and
Bangladesh's p:lrumpanon in Indian
power sector.

Bangladesh power secretary Dr Ahmad
Kaikaus and Indian power secretary Ajoy
Kumar Bhalla led their respective sides at
the 13th meeting of the joint steering com-
mittee.

The last joint steering committee meet-
ing was held in New Delhi.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
(DMP) yesterday said it has
taken tight security mea-
sures ahead of the holy
Ashura thatis to be observed
onSunday.

Taking account of the
Hossaini Dalan bomb
explosion incident of 2015,
the DMP dog squad is scan-
ning the building and the
scanning will go on till the
end of the event, DMP
Commissioner
Asadzuzzaman Mia said at a
security briefing in front of
the Hossaini Dalan.

“The Tajia procession on
the occasion of the holy
Ashura ended safely in 2016
as we devised a new security
plan based on the previous
bomb blast experience,” he
said.

At least two people were
killed and over 150 others
injured in bomb explo-
sions in front of the
Hossaini Dalan on
October 23, 2015.

Replying to a query, the
DMP chief said a charge
sheet has been filed with a
court in this regard, several
of the accused in the case
were arrested and several
others killed in anti-
militancy drives.

This year, the Tajia proces-
sion of the 9th of Moharram
(Saturday, September 30)
will start at 9:00am from
Hossaini Dalan and end at
Dhanmondi Lake. The 10th
Moharram Tajia procession
will begin at 2:00pm.
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The Holiday Wings of @ Biman

Asian Tourism Fair-2017

28-30 September, 2017

International Convention City, Bashundhara (ICCB), Dhaka

Biman Bangladesh Airlines is delighted to offer 209 discount in Economy Class of following routes

Exiting lowest _ Lowest economy class
Sector FareBasis  economydlassfare fare (USD/NET) Totaltaxin BDT T"“'I ol B0Y
inUsD after 20% discou i

Dhaka-Bangkok-Dhaka  KSALBDIM  USD168.00 USD135.00  BOT.1087400 BDL752600  18,400.00
Dhaka-Singapore-Dhaka  KSALBD3M  USD280.00 USD22400  BD.1804400 BOT.760300  25,647.00
Dhaka-Yangon-Dhaka KBDGM USD250.00 UsD200.00  BDL.1611000 BDT.771000  23,82000
Dhaka-Kuala Lumpur-Dhaka ~ KSALBD3M USD 200.00 USD 160.00 BDT.12888.00 BDT.7062.00  19,950.00
Dhaka-Kolkata-Dhaka KBD3M USD100.00 USD80.00 BDT.644400  BOT.423000  10,674.00
Dhaka-Kathmandu-Dhaka  KBDR USD160.00 USD12800  BDL10311.00 BOT.A57400  14,885.00
Conditions

1. Above fares are valid for travel from round trip journey.

2. Child 75% &infant 25% of above adult fare.

3. Tour code : ATF-17.

4. All applicable taxes to be collected.

5. Outbound journey must commence within 180 days from the @ Win Biman ticket everyday through Raffle draw

date of ticket issuance with original booked fight.

6. Change/cancel penalties applicable as per fare rule.
7. Amount may vary due to exchange rate
8. Ticketfor Biman d

excluding domestic sectors also may beissued with 10% discount

on available market fares from ATF-17 fair stall
. No discounts for one way journey.

‘economy class fares/RBDs for above sectors.

. 1st date change for

in ATF-17 with coll

USD 15/~

as penalty but not fare subject

RBD within the validity.

i

same

against Gate Entry Ticket.

@ B Member of Biman Loyalty Club through
frequent Fiyer Program (FFP) at
Website : www biman-airines.com/LC
E-mail : bimanloyaltyclub@bdbiman.com

e Biman
BANGLADESH AIRLINES

www.biman-airlines.com




